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PREFACE. 


On commencing this work our design was to confine our- 
selves to that phase of Naval History indicated by the title, — 
an jfbcount of the Great Battles of our Navy only ; but as 
we proceeded we recognised the fact that the British Navy 
lias earned as undying a reputation from the frigate and 
boat actions which adorn the pages of its annals, as from 
the grand sca-fight.s with which the prestige of the service 
is popiilaiiy connected. The frigate actions and cutting- 
out atfairs are treated more or less in detail in the ensuing 
})ages, and the work therefore forms, we hope, a compen- 
dious narrative of tho deeds of the Navy of this country. It 
has been our endeavour to note, however briefly, every hos- 
tile encounter, even of boats, in which gallantry was dis- 
played or life lost; and the reader who requires further 
details can refer, inter alia, to Alienas work on the “ Battles 
of the Navy,” — to which valuable professional record, and 
to Yonge’s History of the service, we desire more particu- 
larly to express our obligations. Tho latter writer treats 
at considerable length the geographical discoveries of the 
Navy, omitting the mention of numerous frigate and boat 
actions, in which, as wo have said, tho prowess and invin- 
cibility of our seamen have been manifested in almost bolder 
relief than in the great victories whose names are “ familiar 
as household words ” in the mouths of all Englishmen. 

We have in these pages dismissed in a few lines the 
geographical and surveying achievements of the service; not 
from a sense of their relative unimj^ortance, as from the 



VI 


PREFACE. 


exigencies of space, and liave introduced almost every note- 
wortjiy hostile encounter in which our sailors have been 
engaged. This book is, therefore, a complete and unbroken 
narrative of the History of the British Navy. 

The materials have been drawn exclusively from the pro- 
fessional works in the libraries of the Admiralty and the 
Iloyal United Service Institution. We have been informed 
that a book treating of the principal battles of the British 
Navy has been wiitten by a lady ; but if this b(j so, we have 
not even seem it, and perhaps may not be considered uugal- 
laiit in expressing an opinion that ifc is a subject which 
can scarcely be adequately treated by a writer of the op})o- 
site sex, however talented. Whether in “ the Navy of the 
future ” the ]n’overbial roughness of our jolly tars may not 
be toned down to a becoming gentleness by an admixture of 
the softer sex, we shall not be so bold as to deny ; pcyha])s 
the “ platform ” of “ women’s rights” may include among its 
“planks” the manning of the Navy, and thus may be set 
at rest a question that has perennially troubled “My Lords 
but hitherto the sea has been one of the professions seltishJy 
reserved for themselves by the “ inferior sex,” — as a Boston 
lady lately contemptuously dubbed us poor fellows, though 
really we must protest against being held res])0]isible for a 
freak of Dame Nature. However that may be, ladies at 
present have no practical acquaintance with the manceuvring 
of fleets or single ships in action, which must be minutely 
recorded in any detailed account of a sea-iight. There is, 
therefore, a certain shock to the theory of the “eternal 
fitness of things ” in a lady, however accomplished, writing 
a book on the subject of “ Naval Engagements,” in the i)ro- 
fossibnal acceptation of those terms. 

Our gi-cat dramatist defines the depth of military igno- 
rance, by comparing Michael Cassio’s maitial acquirements 
to those of an amateur soldier, who 

** Xover set a squadron in the field, 

*Nor the division of a battle knows 
More than a spinster.’' 

With all humility and a due sense of our own short- 
somings, we would submit that the description of naval 
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battles, in wliicb. tbe tactics of fleets must be necessarily- 
detailed, if not commented upon, is more the proviij^*e of 
those who “Go down to the sea in ships, that do businesa 
in the great waters.” 

It has been my object to instruct, as well as to amuse, not 
only tlic schoolboy, but the youngster of the gun-room or 
midshipman’s berth ; and I hope this book, being written 
in a poi)ular manner, and with the avoidance, as far as is 
consistent with its piirj)o.so, of professional phraseology, "yill 
not be unwelcome to the youth of this country, who, like 
their sires and forefathers, may be called upon to defend, 
and to bequc'atli unimpaired to their children, that grand 
patrimony, the Sovereignty of the Seas. 

The A' avy lias been in times past the chief stay of the 
country in tbe most critical periods of its history ; and 
though, since the gr(nit wav with Napoleon, its achieve- 
ments lia^ e been second to those of the Army, this, indeed, 
is owing to the crusliing nature of the revei-ses inflicted 
dining that ])rotractcd struggle on the fleets of France, 
Spain, llussia, Denmark, Sweden, and Turkey. What 
eftect the almost uncliequered successes gained by the skill 
of our naval oflicers and the valour of our seamen, had 
upon the mind of so astute and experienced a statesman as 
Lord ralmerstoii, wo have on the authority of Lord iShaftes- 
bury, who rcccmtly stated that that great nobleman, when 
Foreign ]\riiiistor, often said to him : “ Whenever I want 
a thing well done in a distant part of the world ; when I 
want a man with a good head, a good heart, lots of pluck, 
and })lcnty of common sense, I always send for a captain of 
the Navy.’’ 

We may be sure the prowess and professional capabilities 
of our sailors and their officers did not ci'oatc a less favour- 
able ojiinioii upon our enemies ; and it is recorded that the 
greatest of them all, Napoleon, in the heiglit of his glory 
and the full career of his successes, exclaimed with bitter- 
ness that a British post-captain “made him lose his destiny.” 
And so it was in tinth, for not only did Sir Sydney Smith, 
at Acre, prevent Buonaparte from overrunning Syria, and 
perhaps extending his conquests ovei' I’urkey and the 
East, but he taught the world that the future comiueror of 



viii 


PREFACE* 


Marengo and Jena was not ‘‘invincible on land,” though 
he was pronounced to be so in the British House of 
CoiAnons. 

A recent remarkable instance of the vigour of action 
and sound judgment that distinguish our naval officers, was 
afibrded during the Civil War in the United States, by 
the seizure of the Oreio (or Florida) at Nassau by Captain 
Hickley, of 1I.M.S, Greyhound, Mr. Adams, the American 
re])resentativo on tho Board of Arbitration at Geneva, in 
liii? “Statement” appended to the Joint Award, paid an 
eloquent tribute to tiie conduct of that ollicor and the 
naval authorities at Nassau, who took a wiser and more 
correct view of their duty tliau the Governor and local 
attorney-general. Scarcely less deserving of corninc'ndation 
was the action of Admiral Sir Baldwin Walker, Bart., in 
regard to the Tuscaloosa at the Cajje of Good Hope'. , 

Histories of the Navy and biograpliies of our great 
Admirals there are in abundance, hut still we believe that 
this book is not an unnecessary addition to the literature of 
a subject that never palls in the estimation of Britons. In 
the hope that this modest volume may supjdy tho place of 
more pretentious works in many tomes, which, owing to 
their very bulkiness, cannot be acquired by the general 
reader • and that it may, perhaps, he useful as a book of 
reference to those possessing only limited libraries, including 
our naval oQicers on active service, — we launch this our 
literary venture, and trust that it may rne(it with tho 
favouring gales of popular approval, and bo spared even, 
the ’bated breatli of critical censure. 


C. 11. LOW. 


London, SejJtcmler, 1872. 
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CHAPTER I. 

A.D. 885-1558. 

Alfred-«The CrnsadGS — ^Tho Battle of Dam — ^Battles in the Channel, 
1217 and 1295 — Battle of Slays — Belief of Harflenr, 1416 — The 
Great Uai-rij — Her Destruction off Brest — Death of Sir Edward 
Howard — Action off St. Helen’s. 

JEngland’s chief glory is her Navy. The reader, I trust, 
will agree with me that this apophthegm has, since the 
days of the Armada, hceii an article of faith with every 
true Briton. The mighty empires of Greece and Rome 
were each in its day invincible on land, and therefore 
arbiters of the world, or rather, of those portions of Europe, 
Asia, and Africa which constituti^d it in their eyes, though 
Alexander was inconsistent enough to weep for fresh worlds 
to conquer ; while the mutinous state of his army prevented 
his marching across the Sutlej, to overthrow the great king 
who ruled over all that portion of India to the south of this 
river. 

With the exception oi the Carthaginians, who were 
paramount at sea for only a short time, and, perhaps,- the 
Syracusans, we hc<‘> r of no great naval power in ancient 
history ; for we can scarcely call the peaceful galleys of the 
Phoenicians a navy, in the vulgar acceptation of the term. 
In modem times the English liavo not been behindhand in 
tho race for military glory with the nations of Europe ; and 
there have been epoL-hs in our ‘‘ island story ” when great 
soldiei-s — as the Black Prince, Marlborougli, and Wellington 
— ^have caused our armies to be regarded as invincible, but, 
nevertheless, this country has nevei* aspired, for any 
length of time, to be paramount on the Continent. It is 

B 
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oSiy during the last three hundred years that we have 
taken a continuously active part in European politics, and 
that we have done so is chiefly due to our maritime pre- 
eminence j indeed, at the risk of offending some suscepti- 
bilities, it may be affirmed with truth, that were it not for 
our navy and our magnificent and wide-spread colonial and 
other possessions. Great Britain could scarcely now be 
TQgarded as a first-rate power. But wo have ruled the seas 
for throe centuries ; and, in spite of desperate attempts by 
Spaniards, Dutchmen, and Frenchmen, to wrest Neptune^s 
trident from the gi*asp of Britannia, she still wields that 
symbol of ocean sovereignty. 

It is the object of the author of this work to trace the 
chief events by which our country has gained this proud 
position ; and in doing so he trusts no comparison y'ill be 
instituted with other writers who have penned voluminous 
works on this interesting theme — ^it is a veiy largo subject — 
and as at least one hundred volumes of staiidard works 
have been written on the achievements of the British Navy, 
besides naval biogi’aphies and popular treatises innumerable, 
the great difficulty lies in digesting the vast amount of 
matter, and giving a concise account of only the great 
battles of the British Navy. 

Our Saxon foreffithers, during the Heptarchy and under 
Egbert, the firat king of the seven principalities, though 
they fought their Danish invaders with great bravery and 
varying success, never sought to meet them on the sea, so 
as to prevent their effecting a landing ; but the great Alfred, 
the youngest son of Ethelwolf, was the first monarch who 
sought to provide against invasion by building a fleet. 
These vessels, though of larger size than any hitherto known/ 
were not sailing ships like those of the Danish fleet, but 
were propelled by oars only, sixty rowers being allotted to 
each. 

Alfred won his first naval victory in 885 , when his fleet 
defeated the Danes off the Essex coast. After this, the 
war was carried on with varying success ; but a great result 
of the numerous battles was the increased skill and con- 
fidence the British seamen acquired in this, to them, novel 
warfare. 

It is said this great pzince despatched expeditions with 
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the combined objects of discovery and commerce as fi^as 
the unknown waters of the Indian seas ; and British sailors 
doubled the Cape of Good Hope, the sight of which, six 
centuiies afterwards, gained Bartholomew Diaz the title of 
its discoverer.* 

Before his death, Alfred had created a fleet of 120 ships, 
so that his name may justly be handed down to posterity as 
the original founder of the British Navy. His son, Edwarc 
the Elder, and Athelstan, fostered the growing inclination 
of their subjects for maritime pursuits; and the latter 
monarch established a regulation, that any merchant who 
had made three voyages on his own account should bo 
admitted to the vank of thane. King Edgar apjdied him- 
self with great energy to destroy the pirates who infested 
our northern seas ; but the navy attained still greater pro- 
portiohs under the reign of Ethelred, surnamed the 
Unready, who deserves credit on this score. The king 
issued an edict enforcing the building of a ship on every 
possessor of a certain quantity of land, and,, moreover, he 
did not suffer tlioin to rot in inaction, or to bo employed in 
repelling invasion alone, but despatched them to sea, and 
ravaged the coast of Normandy. Soon after this, Ethelred 
attacked tho Danes, who wore at anchor off the coast of 
Essex, with a powerful fleet, one of the admirals of which, 
by the way, was a bishop, and, notwithstanding tho treachery 
of Earl Alfric, who deserted to the enemy, the Danes feai-ed 
an encounter, and escaped during the night. However, 
they fell into the hands of a second British fleet, described 
by an annalist as belonging to London, which entirely dis- 
persed them, killing many thousands of men, and capturing 
the flag-ship of the traitor Alfric, though the earl himself 
escaped. But notwitlistanding these victories the Danes 
established themselves as masters of the island, and for 
nearly fifty years nothing was heard of the British navy 
beyond the circumstance of the presentation, by Earl Godwin 
to Hardicanute, of a magnificent galley, pYopelled both by 
sails and oars, and having a crew of eighty picked rowers. 
In the reign of Edward the Confessor, the navy again played 
a prominent part. Magnus, King of Norway, having laid 
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to the throne, by virtue of a treaty he had concluded 
with Hardicanute, Edward, under the advice of Godwin, 
fitted out so formidable a fleet, that the Scandinavian 
monarch avoided a conflict ; and it was not until the un- 
warlike Confessor disbanded his sailors that the Norsemen 
began to make descent upon the coast with the object of 
plunder. Harold, the last Saxon sovereign, paid great 
attention to the efficiency of the navy, and an annalist states 
tfiat the British admirals encouaitercd the Norwegian fleet 
of 300 sail under Olaf, the son of Harold Harfager, the ally 
of Tostig. Olaf s father was slain in battle, and his army 
routed, while the son himself sufiered an overwhelming 
defeat at sea, and was glad to purchase safety by the sur- 
render of a portion of his fleet. A few dsiys afterwards the 
great battle of Hastings i)laced the kingdom at the feet of 
William the Conqueror, and one of the first consequences 
of the extinction of the Saxon dynasty was the decay of 
the navy, which was no longer required to repel Norman 
invaders. 

Nearly a century after the Conquest, Henry II., having 
succeeded to the throne on Stephen’s death, began to collect 
a navy for the purpose of invading Ireland. The maritime 
spirit of the country awoke from its lengthened slumber, 
and quickly a fleet of 400 ships was collected ; and, after 
bearing Strongbow’s army across the narrow seas, materially 
contributed to the conquest of the country, which has ever 
since remained united to this island. The same numerous 
fleet aided Henry in gaining and keeping posse.ssion of the 
whole seaboard of France, from Calais to the Pyrenees ; 
“ and if,” says a writer, “ Henry has no naval victories of 
which to boast, it is only because his superiority at sea was 
so great that no other nation could venture to engage in a 
contest with him.” 

The lion-hearted Richard, though celebrated rather for 
his achievements on land, possessed a formidable fleet, 
which ho employed to carry his crusaders to the Holy 
Land. It was on the 9th or 10th of April, 1191, that 
Ricnard sailed from England with a fleet consisting of 130 
sailing ships, 62 galleys, 10 large vessels laden with pro- 
visions and stores, and a considerable number of of smaller 
vessels. When near Cyprus the fleet was overtaken by a 
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gale, in which three ships, containing many persons of 
tinction, were driven ashore, and totally lost near Leinisso, 
or Limesol, in the island. The crews were robbed of all 
they possessed, and made prisoners by the Governor, who 
had the temerity to refuse admission into port to the rest of 
the fleet, whereupon Richard speedily effected a landing, 
and in the course of a few days entirely subdued Cyprus, 
and sent the inhospitable Governor a prisoner to Tripoli. 
In the famous siege of Acre, by the combined forces ^f 
England and France, the British fleet, which was anchored 
off the port, performed good service in preventing supplies 
from being thrown into the town. It also encountered, in 
a general action, a large Saracen squadron, and utterly de- 
feated them, notwithstanding that the enemy were provided 
with fire-ships containing Greek fire. Some of Saladin’s 
vessels were of a size unknown in Europe in those days ; 
and one, the Dromunda^ which is described by contempor- 
ary historians as resembling a floating-castle, was regarded 
by its crew as impregnable ; but notwithstanding that this 
huge ship was secure against any missiles then in use, and 
had a crew of 1,500 men, its lofty sides were scaled, and the 
vessel carried in a hand-to-hand combat, in which the 
British seamen gave a striking illustration of that irresisti- 
ble prowess in boarding, which has long since become 
historical. Acre, which was destined to be the scene of 
more than one of our naval achievements, surrendered to 
the combined forces on the 12th July in the same year. 
The rivalry of the French and English fleets first commenced 
in the reign of John. That king boldly asserted, and 
caused his captains to enforce, the old custom of compelling 
all foreign vessels to strike their colours ii- homage to the 
English flag on encountering one of his ships of war on the 
kigh seas. In 1213, when Philip Augustus of France 
attacked the Eai*l of Flanders, John despatched a powerful 
fleet, under the Earl of Salisbury, to the assistance of the 
Earl, his old ally. Some authorities state that the English 
admiral attacked the French fleet in the harbour of Dam, 
and others that the French were the aggressors in an action 
fought off the coast of Flanders, near that place ; but, how 
ever, this may be, all accounts agree that the British fleet 
achieved a complete victory, capturing 300 sail, and burn- 
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in^^OO others. The remainder of tho French fleet, being 
blockaded by the English, were destroyed by their crews, 
to prevent their being captured. 

In the first year of tlie reign of Henry III., a French 
prince, afterwards Louis VIII., having collected troops for 
the subjugation of I^ngland, sot sail from Calais at the head 
of a large army, convoyed by a fleet of eighty ships of war. 
The Governor of Dover, Hubert de Burgh, decided on en- 
coulitcring this foiinidable armament, and this he did on 
the 21-th Aiigusb, 1217, with a squadron of about forty sail 
he had hastily assembhid in the Cinque Points. 

Ships of war were in those days still armed with strong 
sharp beaks, as in tlie days of ancient Carthage ; and these 
“ rams,” as we call them now (though the ram proper is a 
weapon carried below tho water line), were chiefly instru- 
mental in deciding an action. The strong point of English 
admirals, as in more modern times, was their seamanship, 
and in this instance their superior skill in manmiming con- 
tributed greatly to the succ(\')sful n'snlt. Having gained the 
weather-gage by a skilful use of both oars and sails, tliey 
bore down on the Fi'cnch fleet with ixvsistless force, and 
caused toriiblo havoc with tlicir iron bealvs on the shii)s, 
while the avchoi’s made great slaughter with tludr “ cloth 
yard shafts.” They also had recourse to the stratagem of 
lading their decks with barrels of unslaked lime, which they 
threw into the eyes of tlie Frencli sailors. The enemy were 
compelled to retreat, and, i hough they (^fleeted a landing on 
the Kentish coast, bui'iiing Sandwich and advancing to 
London, the battle was dcjcisive, in that it deprived Louis of 
receiving reinforcements, ami compelled him to ]mreliasc a 
safe return io his own couiitiy by a final reiiuiieiation of all 
his pretensions on Englaiid. 

During T^onry^s reign the navy vras neglected so greatly 
that whcjn liis son, afti‘rwar<l.s Edward L, took his departiiro 
for tlie Holy Land, the shi})s of Avar that convoyed him 
wei-o but thirteen sail, manned by about 1,000 seamen. 
AVheii, iiOAVovor, this most warlike sovereign came to tho 
throne, he rcpfiircd tliis lu'glect, and avas rewarded in the 
yenr 129/) by a great victory which his fleet achieved over 
that of the French. For some years before this date, the 
quarrels b' tween tho seamen of the Cinque Ports and the 
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mariners of tlio opposite coast became so violent, that g/t- 
rages on the one side, and reprisals on the other, became of 
constant occurrence. An historian of the navy writes that 
the French hung some English sailors who had fallen into 
their hands by the side of dogs ; and in retaliation, our coun- 
trymen entered the harbour of their rivals, carried olf what 
slups they could find, and filing the crews overboard. At 
length both parties became so exasperated, that a challenge 
to settle all diflcrences by a pitched biittlc was given and 
accepted. The 14th of April was appointed as the day for 
the hostile meeting ; and the place of encounter was selected 
at a point midway in the Channel, almost in sight of both 
countries. Tlie strength of the champion fleets, we are told, 
was not limited ; for each was reinforced by all the allies 
that could be attracted to the rivri standards by hope of 
gain, national animosity, or sheer love of fighting, which 
has always formcxl so prominent a characteristic of sailors. 
Many Irish anil Dutch vessels rallied to our side, while the 
French were assisted by the hardy seamen of Genoa, a state 
which even at that time ranked as one of the first of maritime 
powers. Altogether the numbers of the French more than 
doubled those of the English ships; but the power of British 
sailors once again asserted itself, and a complete victory re- 
warded their gallantry. Many of the enemy^s vessels were 
sunk ; and nearly all the rest, to the number of 240 sail, 
were captured. 

The French soon repaired thcii' losses ; and in the follow- 
ing year equipped a fleet of 300 sail, with which they made 
a descent on the coast of Kent, and burnt Dover, in retalia- 
tion lor which a British squadron effected a landing at Cher- 
bourg, and ])lunderod both the town and abbey. 

Edward I. di\Uled his licet into three portions, called 
respectively the Yarmouth, Poi-tsmouth, and Irish squad- 
rons. In 1303, a peace was concluded between the two 
countries, and four yeare affcerwardr this great monarch 
died, and was succeeded by his son Edward II., whoso un- 
happy fate at Berkeley Castle is well known. The navy 
languished in his reign, but during that of his son and suc- 
cessor, Edward III., its ancient glories revived, and were 
etill further illustrated by one of the most signal victories 
.recorded, even in our naval annals. Previously to this battle 
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thWrival fleets had been engaged '«nih succ^ A 

squadron of thirteen French vessels had defeated five English 
ships, capturing two of the number belonging to the king, 
the (7Ana!oyier, and the Edward; the same force also 
advantage of the king’s absence in Flanders, to bum Ply- 
mouth mid threaten Bristol. The sailors of the Cinque 
Ports on their side, had crossed over to Boulogne, and burnt 
the town, arsenal, and all the ships that lay in the harbour. 

But in 1340, Edward having resolved upon asserting hi» 
claim to the throne of France, invaded that country with a 
large army and a powerful fleet, which he directed towards 
Sli^s, a place of great importance, situated at the mouth of 
the Scheldt, and comiminding the passage most in use be- 
tween West Flanders and England. It pos.sc.sscd a harbour, 
says a writer to whom we are indebted for much of our 
material, sufficiently capacious to hold a large fleet, with 
approaches so intricate and diificult, that a single vessel 
could scarcely even thread its way in without an experienced 
pilot. In front of this harbom', on the shclbu* of which he 
relied for safety in the event of any disaster, Pliilip, King 
of France, had now stationed a fleet of 400 sail, 120 of 
which were large ships, that is to say, emphatically ships of 
war. The masts of this mighty armament so filled the arm 
of the river in which they lay that, according to Froissart, 
they looked like a wood. One squadron consisted of vessels 
manned by picked Genoese crews. Indeed, so alarmed had 


the people of England become by the reports of the magni- 
tude of the naval preparations to resist a landing, that the 
most experienced warriors implored the king to desist, or at 
least postpone the expedition to a more favourable oppor- 
tunity. But neither the numbers, nor the renown of hia 
enemies, nor the manifest discouragement of liis own men, 
could deter this truly great monarch from carrying out hia 
purpose, though he pnidently collected a larger force than 
he had first deemed suflicient for the cnter])rise. So gi'cat 
were his efforts, and so popular was the project of subduing 
France, that all the ports in the kingdom vied with each 
other in fitting out ships, so that, in ten days, he had aa 
large a fleet as he required. Even then, according to Frois- 
sart, the French outnumbered his vessels in the proportion 
of four to one, though other accounts put hia force at 240 
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ships. Whatever their relative strength as to nnmbers/ill 
is certain that the English were greatly inferior to the 
French in this respect, and equally so in the size of their 
ships. On the 13th June, 1340, King Edward appeared off 
Sluys, and, without delay, attacked the enemy, who were 
fully prepared to receive him. For the first time in naval 
warfare the iron beaks of the ships were not brought into 
play. 

Besides the crews employed in navigating the ships, bow- 
men were stationed at the bows and stem of each vessel, 
while the midships portion was, in many instances, occupied 
by catapults, and arbalists, huge engines employed to dis- 
charge ponderous missiles, large darts, and heavy stones, 
with winch the masts and sides of the ships themselves, 
might be crushed and disabled. The largest vessels were 
placed In the van, while on either wing were stationed the 
ships containing the archers and men-at-arms, and in this 
manner the English fleet bore down ui)on the French fleet, 
which was divided into three squadrons. The king’s orders 
were that each ship should engage one of the enemy at close 
quarters, but, being obliged to perform a manoeuvre which 
the ancient chroniclers speak of as ‘‘ tacking,” (though as the 
rig of the vessels of this date almost prevented the possi- 
bility of effecting sucli an operation, it must have been that 
known as “ wearing ”), the French believed that our seamen 
declined the engagement, and, in turn, took the initiative of 
attack, by bearing down in some confusion. They were re- 
ceived with loud and continued cheers — ^this, by the way, is 
the first notice we have of the British hurrah — and, what 
was more, by deadly showers of arrows from the long bow. 
Edward was seen in the thickest of the fight, recklessly 
exposing his person, and his example stimulated his men to 
increased exertions. The British archers first cleared the 
decks with their deadly missiles, which darkened the aiiv 
and then the men-at-arms boarded and completed the dis- 
comfiture of the French hosts. The slaughter was fearful ; 
the decks wei*e quickly rendered impassable by the dead and 
^e dying, while the huge projectiles, hurled into the seeth- 
ing mass, crushed and maimed men in scores. In an incre- 
jdibly short space of time, three-fourths of the enemy’s ships 
I had struck, and the darkness of the night alone enabled th^ 
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re)bamder to escape up the Scheldt, whither the English, 
from ignorance of the navigation, were unable to follow 
them. It is said that nearly 30,000 Frenchirien were slain, 
though this is doubtless an exaggeration, while 230 ships 
were captured j the English loss was estimated at 4,000. 
During the battle, which raged from eight in the morning 
till seven at night, no quarter was given on either side. So 
galling were the flights of English arrows that it was impose 
silUe to withstand them, and many men are said to have 
leaped overboard to avoid certain death from them. Early 
in the fight the Christopherv/ixs retaken, which greatly pleased 
the king, who manned her with draughts from other vessels, 
and sent her into action. When one of tlie enemy’s ships, 
called the Jacques ^de Dieppe, surrendered to the Earl of 
Huntingdon, no less than 400 dead bodies were found on 
board her. So great and irretrievable, says the chrohicler, 
was the disaster that none of the French king’s councillors 
could summon courage to break the news to him ; the Court 
fool was therefore solicited to undertake the dangerous task. 
This ho did by taking an opportunity to infoiin his august 
master that ho regarded the English as a pack of cowards. 
Upon tho king asking what they had done to deserve the 
reproach, the buffoon promptly replied that they would not 
have courage to leap into tho sea and bo drowned, as the 
French had done, when they liad lost all their ships. 

During the year 1342, tho chief naval incidents were the 
relief of Hamiebon, the capture of the fleet of Lewis of 
Spain, and an action off Guernsey. In 134G Edward sailed 
from Southampton to Guienne with a large fleet and army ; 
but in consequence of encountering adverse winds, deter- 
mined on landing near Cape La Hogue. The invaders 
captured the cities of Valogne, Harfleur, and Caen, and, 
passing up the Seine, destroyed tho towns on both sides of 
the river. These successes were crowned by the battle of 
Cressy and capture of CalaLs. In 1350, tho English victo- 
riously engaged a Spanish fleet, capturing seventeen large 
vessels. Our most formidable rivals at sea during the reign 
of Hichard TI, wore the Scotch, who, under a leader of the 
name of Mercer, greatly harassed our commerce, until a 
patriotic alderman of London fitted out an expedition at his 
own expense, and defeated and captured Mercer, together 
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with his ships and prizes. Henry V.'s glorious victories in 
France were preceded and followed by great successes at sea, 
In August, 1415, he sailed from Southampton for the in- 
vasion of France, with a fleet of. 1,600 vessels and a large 
army, which he landed at Havre. The capture of Harfleur, 
after five weeks* siege, led to the decisive victory of Agincourt. 
In the following year, the French attempted to retake 
Harfleur ; but the English fleet of 400 sail, with 20,000 
troo])S, under command of the king’s brother, the Duke of 
Bedford, drove off the enemy’s naval force, which consisted 
chiefly of Genoese ships of a size never before seen out of 
the Mediterranean, and relieved the beleaguered city. In 
1417, another successful action was fought with nine largo 
Genoese ships ; and on the 28th July, Henry sailed from 
Portsmouth with 1,500 sail and a large army, at the head 
of whicli he entered Paris, and was declared Begent of 
France and heir to the crown. 

The reigns of Henry VI., Edward IV., and Bichard III., 
were baiTen of naval events, though mention is made in 
one of Edward’s letters of six ships, one of which was called 
the Grace d jDieUy the first of its name. After the termi- 
nation of the Wars of the Boses, and the accession of 
Henry VII., that monarch employed Sir John Cabot, who, 
when in command of an English squadron, discovered 
Newfoundland and St. John’s, which still belong to the 
English crown. In 1497 this adventurous Venetian reached 
the mainland of America. Henry, though penuiious, was a 
sagacious sovereign, and was not slow in seeing the advan- 
tages of fostering the maritime spirit of the nation. He, 
accordingly, had ships constructed solely for warlike pur- 
poses, and he called the largest Harry Grace h Dieu, though 
this ship, the first built in Woolwich dockyard, was more 
generally known as the Great Harry, On the accession of 
Henry VIII., her name was changed to the Regent ; but 
when, a few years afterwards, she wiis burnt in action, the 
ship built to replace her was named the Great Harry, Her 
size and equipment are minutely recorded. She was of 
1,000 tons burden, and had a crew of 700 men. Her 
armament consisted of 122 guns ; but the greater part of 
them were falcons, falconets, serpentines, rabbinets, pieces 
of ordnance which carried balls varying in weight from ono 
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& two pounds, and which were fitted on the upper decir.. 
She was, in all probability, the first ship to carry guns 
pointed through portholes, which had lately been invented 
by Descharges, a French shipwright ; though, according to 
some prints now extant, ordnances were employed on board 
ships in the reign of Richard III, but were fired over the 
bulwarks. The Great had thirty-four regular cannon, 

which were called culverins and demi-culverins. Instead 
of one mast, she had four, besides a bowsprit. The fore- 
castle was introduced in the forepart of the vessel ; and its 
name still retained, accurately describes the lofty structure 
then in use. The Tudors may thus be said to be the found- 
ers of the British navy as a force used exclusively for fight- 
ing purposes. Henry VIII. is also entitled to great credit 
as having been the first to establish an order of officers who 
should be confined to the sea service of the crown — a 
measure which soon boro good fruit. In 1512, war was 
declared against France, and a fleet was fitted out, the 
command of which was conferred on Sir Edward Howard. 
On the 10th August, Sir Edward, having with him forty- 
five large ships, arrived off Brest just as the French fleet, 
of thirty-nine sail, was coming out of the harbour. An 
action followed, in which the Regent, under the second in 
command, Sir Thomas Knevit, encountered the Cordelier, 
the largest French ship, having the French admiral on 
board. The two ships grappled, and a fierce struggle ensued, 
until, unfortunately, the Cordelier took fire, when both she 
and her antagonist blew up. On board the Regent, Sir 
Thomas Knevit and 700 men were lost, while on the side 
of the enemy the French Admiral and 900 perished. 

In the spring of the following year, a fleet of forty-two 
sail was dispatched under the orders of the Lord High Ad- 
miral, Sir Edward Howard, who landed his men near Brest, 
and ravaged the countiy and burnt the houses close up to* 
the walls. After leaving Brest, the admiral, taking with 
him two galleys, two barges, and some boats, endeavoured 
to destroy six galleys under the French commander, 
M. Pregent, but met his death in a somewhat singular 
manner. Having got alongside the galley commanded by 
the French admiral, he lashed his own to her, and boarded 
with seventeen men. By some means the lashings got 
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adrift, and the vessels parted, when the French rallied, a£d 
killed all their assailants, including the gallant admiral, 
whose body, together with those of his men, was thrown 
overboard. Sir Edward Howard was a skilful seaman, and 
a man of dauntless courage. To him is attributed a saying 
which was often in the mouth of no less gallant an oMcer, 
the late Lord Dundonald, that ** a sailor, to be good for 
anything, must be nearly mad.” Lord Ferrers, the com- 
mander of the other galley, could effect nothing against the 
superior force opposed to him, and returned to England 
with the fleet. M. Pregent then stood over to the Sussex 
coast, and ravaged the country, but was speedily forced to 
retire by Sir Thomas Howard, who had succeeded to the 
post of Lord High Admiral on the death of his brother. 
Earl^in Henry’s reign this officer had been engaged as 
second in command, under the late Sir Edward Howard, in 
the destruction, off the Goodwins, of a noted Scotch free- 
booter of the name of Andrew Barton, who had long com- 
mitted depredations on English commerce. In 1514, 
M. Pregent again landed on the Sussex coast, and burnt 
Brighton, which led to reprisals on the coast of Normandy. 
Soon after this peace was concluded ; but in 1522 war 
again broke out, but was not signalized by any striking 
successes on the part of the navy. In 1544, King Henry 
attacked and captured Boulogne, upon which, in the follow- 
ing year, the French king dispatched a fleet of 150 large 
ships and sixty smaller vessels. On hearing of their arrival 
off St. Helen’s, Henry, who had arrived at Portsmouth, 
ordered all the ships ready for service, numbering some 
sixty sail, to proceed to sea. A partial action ensued, 
during the course of which the Meury liosey a sixty-gun ship, 
was upset in a light squall of wind, owing to the lowness of 
her ports, which were only sixteen inches from the water’s 
odge. Some fighting took place between the row galleys of 
the French and the English ships, of which one, the Great 
Harry, bore the brunt of the action. M. du Billing speaks 
of a sort of light vessel, using both sails and oars, employed 
on this occasion, which he calls “ rambarges,” but which the 
English called pinnaces, a name which has been retained in 
the navy ever since. Kegarding the Mary Hose, it will 
interest the reader to learn that several of her guns and 
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tiecayed portions of her wreck were recovered, in 1835, by 
Mr. Deane. Some of these relics, together with a few stone 
shot, may be inspected by the curious in the Museum of 
the Eoyal United Service Institution, in Whitehall Yard, 
London. 

In the short reign of Edward VI., the navy contributed 
the victory of Pinkoy, which was fought so close to the sea- 
shore that the admiral, Lord Clinton, was enabled to use 
hfs guns with considerable effect against the Scotch army. 
The succeeding reign was equally barren of naval events ; 
though the fate that befell a gallant explorer. Sir Plugh 
Willoughby, and his crew, has more recently had its coiiii' 
ter}7art in the destmctioii of Sir John Franklm and his 
gallant band. Willoughby was endeavouring to make tlio 
north-east passage by Spitzbergen, but having sought shelter 
with two of his ships at the mouth of the river Arzina, in 
Lapland, he and all his men were starved or frozen to 
death. 

The victory gained at Gravelines by Count Egmont, the 
genei-al of Philip of Spain, husband of Queen iVIary, was 
greatly owing to the (ire of the English fleet, which, as at 
Pinkey, was able to take a prominent part in the battle. 
About the middle of this century iron superseded the use 
of stone shot. 
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CHAPTER II. 

1559-1688. 

The Achievexaenta of Brake — ^The Spanish Armada : ita Defeat and 

Destruction. 

It was in the reign of Mary's successor, Elizabeth, that the 
navy earned the lasting gi^atitude of the country, as its 
deliverer from the most formidable armament that had ever 
threatened its independence, and achieved glorious deeds 
that may even compare in brilliance with the triumphs of 
the great war with France. Sir Francis Drake was one of 
the first of the race of professional naval ofllcers, and his 
history is one so full of foinanco and incident, that it is far 
more exciting than any book of adventures we know of. 
His first expedition was made under the commfind of a re- 
lative, the scarcely less famous Hawkins. Hawkins was a 
slave-trader, and the nature of the work disgusting young 
Drake, he turned pirate ; for though his achievements were 
glorious, yet as having been underkiken against a country 
with which his sovereign was at peace, truth compels us to 
place them in the category of acts of piracy. In May, 
1572, Drake sailed across the Atlantic in search of plunder, 
at the expense of the rich settlement of the King of Spain, 
the husband of the late Queen Mary. 

The force which he took with him was such as would 
excite only ridicule in our time ; and indeed it must have 
appeared miserably inadequate for any enterprise even in 
those days. Wo will see, therefore, what this gallant sailor 
did vdth the means at his disposaL His own ship, the Pasha, 
was of 70 tons burden, with a crew, “ all told," of 47 men ; 
and the Swanne, the only other vessel of his squadron, was 
of 25 tons, and boasted a complement of 26 bands. Even 
of this handful of men we are told one-third died of sick- 
ness in their passage, and among them his brother, Joseph 
Drake. Nothing disheartened this heaurideal of a sailor— 
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who was as “mad” in the recklessness and dash of the 
enterprises he undertook as even Sir Edward Howard* or 
Lord Dundoiiald could desire — attacked, with the survivors 
of his force, the town of Nombre de Dios, and other Spanish 
places in the Istliraiis of Darien, plundered seveml trains 
of mules heavily laden with treasure from the Mexican 
mines, took or destroyed numerous Spanish vessels, the 
smallest of which was larger than his own Fcisha, and re- 
• turned home after a prosperous voyage of fourteen months, 
to prepare for a fresh expedition on a more extensive scale. 

While at the Isthmus of Panama, Drake had caught sight 
of the boundless waters of the Paeific Ocean from the top 
of a tree he had climbed to reconnoitre, and then and there 


bound himself by a vow to sail a ship upon its bosom. Ho 
sooner had ho arrived in England, therefore, than Jhc set to 
work with the wealth he had acquired in his first expedition, 
to fit out a squadron adequate to undertake the enterprise 
he had in view. This task occupied him four years, so 
small were the capabilities of the dockyards that he could 
oommand ^ and yet the fleet only consisted of five vessels, 
ranging from 100 to 15 tons, while the entire complement 
of all their crows amounted to no more than 163 men. To 
Drake, however, who had done so much with the Pasha 
and Sioanne, this force appeared sufficient to go anywhere 
and do anything. 

Hoisting his flag on board the Pelican, he set sail, in 
Hovember, 1577, on his wonderful voyage of adventure. 
Brazil was the first land he reached in the New World * 
then, stretching down along the South American Coast, he 
successfuUy traversed the Straits of Magellan; but soon 
atterwards, encountering a violent gale, lost one of his 
ships, while the whole of his squadron was dispersed and 
driven to the south of Cape Horn. Nothing daunted, tlio 
bold navigator continued his voyage with his single ship, 
changed from the Pelican to t4 
"P northward, proceeded 

settlements on the coast of Peru with 

P®** “‘•i plundered 

of th^W ^ ^ quantities 

the precious metals. He captured ship after slup which 
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he fell in. with at sea, the greater part of them being heavily 
freighted with gold, silver, and jewels; and then, aftei'^ 
devoting a short time to the repair of his own vessel, pro- 
ceeded along the cojist of North America, with the object 
of finding a north-cast passage to England. The summer 
of 1579 proving unusually cold and stormy, Drake did not 
advance beyond California, and after taking possession of that 
country, which he called New Albion, in the Queen’s name, 
with all the customary formalities, he fortunately gave up 
the plan of attempting a feat which has cost the country tln5 
lives of so many of her gallant seamen, and steered west- 
ward across the mighty and unknown Pacific Ocean. 
5’ouching at the Philippine Islands and Java, he rounded 
the Cape of Good Hope, formerly known as the ’ Cape of 
Storms, and hugged the African coast until he reached 
Sierra Leone. At length, in September, 1580, nearly three 
years after he sailed from England, the gallant Drake cast 
anchor at Plymouth, which one of his original squadron, 
the Elizahelh^ commanded by Captain Winter, had reached 
some time earlier. "' Here, in his mative county of Devon- 
shire, ho was received with every mark of distinction. 

Drake, during this successful cruise, had accumulated 
greater riches than before, and, what was more honourable 
to him, may be considered the first Englishman who circum- 
navigated the globe. After a short delay at Plymouth he 
sailed round to the Thames, where he found those in 
authority in great doubt whether to countenance his late 
proceedings or to condemn them. Elizabeth entertained 
the greatest repugnance to, and suspicion of, Philip, King 
of Spain, the husband of her late sister, who had, more- 
over, made advances for her hand, which she rejected ; 
but her ministers, though they had little objection to such 
proceedings, which created a sj3irit of adventure among the 
maritime population and fostered the navy, yet were afraid 
lost Drake’s particultu* enterprise might breed war between 
England and Spain, which, whatever its issue, would cer- 
tainly ruin the trade with that country, then the richest in 
the world. However, ultimately Drake’s friends prevailed, 

* For details of the voyages, see Sir John Barrow’s **Life of Sir 

Francis Drake.” 
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and thougli the Queen was always inclined to disapprove of 
ony tiling that was done without express authority from her- 
self, she delighted the great sailor by paying him a visit on 
board the Goldm Hind, knighted him, and ordered that 
his little ship should be preserved as a memento of his mar- 
vellous achievements. In accordance with this royal in- 
junction, the Goldm Hind was laid up at Deptford as long 
as repairs could keep her timbei-s together; but a centuiy 
later the progress of decay could no longer be stayed, and 
there remained only sufficient sound timber to make a chair. 
This interesting relic was presented by Charles II. to the 
University of Oxford, where to tliis day it is ])reservcd as 
an “ honoured memorial of an enterprise which, both in 
the hardihood which conceived it and in the skill which 
executed it, is scarcely surpassed by any other of its age, 
fertile as that age was in heroic and glorious exploits.** 
Elizabeth now appointed Drake an admiral, dius re- 
moving all stigma that might attach to liis piratical and un- 
authorized proceedings, and, four y(;ars later, conferred on 
him the command of a fleet of 20 sail, which she had fitted 
out with the avowed purpose of striking a blow at Spain, 
though at this time nominally at peace with that countiy. 
Drake had never been placed in command of so powerful a 
flc(!t. His own flag-ship, named the Elizahethy was a fine 
vessel of 900 tons, and his vice-admiral, Frobisher, almost as 
renowned and skilful a seaman as himself, also flew his flag on 
board a regular man-of-war. There were besides two more 
of the Queen’s ships, the remaining sixteen being transports, 
having on board a force of 2,000 soldiers, who were destined 
to take part in the expedition. Sailing from Plymouth in 
the autumn of 1585, Drake steered for Vigo, where he took 
a number of vessels ; from thence he proceeded across the 
Atlantic to the island of Hispaniola, and made himself master 
of the capital, St. Domingo, which he permitted the citizens 
to ransom from destruction by the payment of 25,000 
ducats, hastening their decision by burning a poriion of the 
city every morning until they had acceded to his terms. 
Proceeding onward to the American continent, he treated 
Carthagena in the same summary manner, and then visited 
Virginia, — where his great contemporary, Baleigb, had 
lately planted a colony, — with the object of strengthening 
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the settlement by some reinforcements from his squadron. 
The settlers, who numbered 103, were, however, so disen- 
chanted with the country, owing to the hardships they had 
experienced during their sojourn in it, that, at their earnest 
entreaty, Sir Francis embarked them all for England, where 
they arrived in the summer of 1586. 

Philip, now greatly incensed (as well he might be) 
at Drake’s unprovoked buccaneering attacks upon hi^ 
ships and colonies, addressed a formal remonstrance 
to Elizabeth, and forthwith began to make preparations on 
a vast scale for the invasion of England, while, as a measure 
of retaliation, ho laid an embargo on all English shipping 
in his ports. Drake, ever anxious for fresh opportunities 
of earning distinction, proposed ‘‘to singe the King of 
Spain’s, beard,” as he expressed it, by attacking him in 
his ports and destroying his shipping. The Queen eagerly 
approved of the plans which ho submitted to her, gave 
him a squadron of four of her own ships, and encouraged 
him to apply to her “ good city ” of London for the rest 
of the fleet which he required. Tlie London merchants, 
combining public spirit with a keen eye for a profitable 
speculation, liberally furnished Sir Francis with 20 ships, 
and a few joining him from other quarters, he sailed down 
Channel, in April, 1587, with 28 well-found ships. Soon 
after passing Cape Finisterro he spoke two Spanish vessels, 
who gave him information of preparations going on at 
Cadiz. He lost no time in steering for that port, and on 
the 19 th of April entered Cadiz harbour, and commenced 
operations with all his wonted ardour and success. First 
silencing twelve galleys which attacked him, he drove them 
to seek shelter under the guns of the castle, and then 
proceeded to capture and destroy all the other vessels 
in the liarbour. This was no easy task, for so numerous 
were tliey, that it took him three days to complete the 
work of destruction. On the evening of the third day 
he had scuttled or burnt 150 ships, many of them of the 
largest size then known. Some were ships of war carrying 
40 large brass guns, others wore laden with cargoes of 
exceeding value, which he took care to remove. From 
Cadiz he proceeded to Lisbon, Portugal having recently 
been annexed to Spain, and made almost equal havoc 
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'there. Finding that the Marquis Santa Cruz, the Lord. 
High Admiral and the most renowned sailor in Spain, who 
had gained great honours at the battle of Lepanto, was in 
the city, he challenged him to come forth and fight him in 
the open sea, but the marquis — who, though a most able 
seaman, was more distinguished for prudence than for 
daring-declined the invitation. So chagrined was the 
Spanish admiral at the destniction which he had witnessed 
ahd the personal losses he had incurred, that he fell ill and 
died soon afterwards. 

As to Drake, he seemed the spoiled child of fortune, for 
as he was returning to Plymouth, every ship laden with 
booty of enormous value, he fell in with a “carrack” 
from the East Indies, having on board a most costly cargo,^ 
which also fell into his clutches. Wliile enriching himself, 
he had done his country a great service; for not only 
was the invasion of England postponed by the wholesale 
destruction of ships and stores prepared for that object, but 
British sailors had been taught thoroughly to despise 
Spaniards, even though the ships they manned wore of 
infinitely superior size. 

It will scarcely be credited that, instead of being, 
rewarded for his great services in this last expedition, 
Drake found, on his return to England, that ho himself and 
his exploits were disavowed by Elizabeth, a Queen who^ 
with all her undoubted heroism, wfis oftentimes guilty 
of acts of ingiutitudc and duplicity that rob her of any 
claims to moral greatness. “She had shown,” says a 
writer, “ the gi’catest eagerness, consistent with her unvary- 
ing parsimony, to promote the sailing of Drake’s expedition, 
fehe had taken care to secure hei*self an ample share of 
the profits expected from it; yet, because Philip and 
his agents had deluded her with a prospect of peace which 
must have been most inglorious for her, and could not. 
possibly have been ksting, she now declared her disappro- 
bation of Drake s actions, assured Philip that all ho had done 
had been done in disobedience to her positive injunctions, and 
® ® ^ Jnerit with the Spaniard, who was ceaselessly 

p o ting her destruction, of showing the greatest displeasure 
against D^e, and an intention, only with difficulty to be 
averted, of punishing him as he deserved.” 
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But the Queen soon took a different view of Sir Francis 
Drake^s offences against international law, and was glad to 
avail herself of the services of the buccaneering admiral. 

Philip busied himself during the winter of 1587-88 in 
again fitting out a fleet for the invasion of Plngland, to 
which, in his vainglorious pride, he gave the name of the 
Invincible Armada, To complete the subjugation of the 
countiy, he directed the Duke of Parma, the most renowned 
general in Europe, to assemble a vast army, which was to 
be embarked from the Netherlands when the fleet had 
forced its way through the English Channel. 

The great event that ensued forms a crisis in the history 
of the woild, for not only would the religious liberties 
of England have been crushed, had the expedition been 
successful, but a blow would have been dealt against 
the freedom of Europe that must have brought back again 
the Dark Ages. Fortunate it was that Elizabeth had able 
ofiicers and patriotic statesmen, who were equal to the 
occasion, and that she her.rkencd to their voices before it 
was too late. As it Avas, much valuable time was lost, and 
it was not until the Armada was ready to sail, and ParmtVs 
legions were mai'shallod on the Flemish coast, that she 
would listen to their rcjmonstrances. 

On the death of Lord William Howard, High Admiral 
of England, who owed his appointment to Mary Elizabeth 
appointed his son Charles to the post. This nobleman, 
known in our history as Lord Howard of Effingham, though 
not an experienced sailor like Drake, was in every way 
^qualified for his high office, for he was “ a high-spirited, 
liberal man, largely endowed with the tact and temper 
necessary for gaining the confidence of those under his 
command. He was, in fact, a fine and genuine relic and 
specimen of the ancient chivalry, when great lords and 
princes thought the most valuable privilege of their nobility 
was the right which it gave them to be the first in devoting 
their treasures and their lives to the service of their 
country.” 

We trust that, should the nation ever again pass through 
such a crisis, she may have a Lord Howard of Effingham 
to lead the van of her fleet. Howard was one of the first 
to appreh end the danger t hat was brewmg against the 
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safety of the kingdom, while he was high and powerful 
enough to dare to be outspoken, and press unwelcome 
truidis on his royal mistress, who was complacently listening 
to the protestations of the Spanish negotiatora while the 
dockyards of that country resounded with the din of pre- 
parations. 

At this time the entire number of the Queen’s ships of 
war only consisted of thirty-four shii)s, and of these Howard 
could only collect twenty-four in all. At the approach of 
spring he began to cruise about the Channel, resolved, if it 
must be so, to meet the Spaniard with the squadron at his 
disposal. At the same time he unceasingly urged upon hia 
sovereign and her ministers the imminence of the danger 
and the inadequacy of the preparations to meet it, and in a 
letter, dated 7th April, 1588, quoted by Motley^ in tho 
admirable account of the destruction of tlie Armada in his 
“History of the United Netherlands,” assured her that 
Philip was straining every nerve to render his fleet invin- 
cible, and that “ sparing and war had no aflinity together.’^ 
At length the Lord High Admirars pertinacity prevailed, 
and Elizabeth ordered her own ships to bo equipped, and 
permitted demands to be made on the public bodies who 
were wont to furnish vessels and men in time of need. The 
call met with a noble response. The city of London, which 
was asked for 15 ships and 500 men, gave double the 
number. 'Plymouth and other cities were equally liberal and 
patriotic, and by the end of June a fleet was collected of 
197 vessels, having a tonnage of 29,744 tons, carrying nearly 
1,000 guns, and manned with a force of 15,785 men. This 
may seem a very formidable armament, but it was small 
indeed in comparison with the mighty Armada which had 
been prepared by the Spanish king ; and had it not been 
that Heaven itself appeared to flght on our side, it was- 
nearly proving all too late to save the kingdom. 

The last ship of the enemy quitted Lisbon on the 30th of 
May, on which day the entire fleet was speeding towards 
tliese shores, in the full certainty of an easy triumph. The 
Invincible Armada consisted of 132 sliips, having a total 
tonnage of 59,120 tons, armed with 3,165 guns, and manned 
by 8,776 sailors, and 21,855 soldiers. There were also- 
numerous galeasses, having 2,088 galley-slaves. ThuS) it 
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will b© that, though in mere numbers it did not eqiial^ 
the English fleet, yet it was incomparably more powei-ful ; 
for while some of our vessels were only 30 tons, the smallest 
of the Spanish ships was 300 tons, a size not oxceeaed 
by above 30 of Lord Howard’s fleet. Hot only, therefore, 
was the number of their crews and the tonnage of their 
slii])s double, but their guns, which exceeded ours in the 
ratio of three to one, were, for the most part, of far heavier 
calibre than the largest at that time in use in the British 
navy. 

So sure were the enemy of victory, that the Armada 
was freighted with articles of luxury or display, as carriages 
and horses for use when the landing and conquest of the 
countiy should have been cficcted, and instruments of 
torture, for the heretic po])ulation, as thumb-screws, and 
many such like tools, employed by the myrmidons of the 
grand inquisitoi's, in that priest-ridden country. Twelve of 
the ships were named after the apostles ; and priests, to the 
number of one hundred, were embarked on board the ships ; 
for the subjects of his most Catholic Majesty, like all cruel 
fanatics, were deeply religious. 

The comiuauder of this huge expedition was the Duke of 
Medina Sidonia, a noblem.in eminent for his gallantry, but 
deficient in nautical experience, which, however, was in a 
mciisure supplied by the many skilful and intrepid admirals 
under his orders. 

Had the winds proved ordinarily favourable, the 
Spaniards would have come upon us when we were ill 
prepared for their reception, for but half the fleet had joined 
the dauntless but almost despairing Howard. On the 21st 
of May, detaching Lord Henry Seymour, with 40 sail of 
English and Dutch ships, to watch the movements of the 
Duke of Parma, he left the Downs with as many sliips? as 
he could collect, and 20 merchantmen. On the 23rd of 
May he anived at Plymouth, v/here he was joined by Sir 
Erancis Drake, whom he had appointed his vice-admiral, 
with 60 sail. The English fleet, now amounting to 90 
ships, put to sea, and cruised between IJshant and the 
Scilly Islands, resolved to engage the enemy at' all 
hazards. 

England, meanwhile, was left in a state of the most 
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^feverish excitement, and tlie consternation that prevailed 
was certainly not without adequate grounds. !But a kind 
Providence watched over this land. The very size and 
nature of the rig of many of the Spanish ships rendered 
them unwieldy and “unhandy,” as sailors call it. The 
Spanish fleet was three weeks crawling up the Portuguese 
coast, and off Cape Pinisterre encountered such a severe 
gale that they were compelled to tiike slielter in Corunna, 
<5r Groyne as it was then called. Here they lay a further 
three weeks refitting j so that by the 12th July, when the 
Armada again put to sea, the English ships had all joined 
the Lord High Admiral, and were zealously training them- 
selves for the coming conflict. 

Most exaggerated rcjjorts of this dispersion of the Spanish 
ships readied England, and it was stated that alpiost the 
whole fleet was destroyed, and that no further attempt at 
invasion would be made that year. 

Accordingly the Queen, with her usual parsimony, 
dirccti-ul tlie Lord High Admiral to dismantle and pay oft* 
four of his largest ships ; but Howard, with a noble patriot- 
ism, objected to this order, stating his reasons for his dis- 
obedience in a most statesmanlike letter, and olfering, if 
they should appear in sufficient, to maintain the shi])s at his 
own charge rather than weaken his force. Despatching his 
letter, the gallant admiral determined to stand over to the 
coast of »Spain with his squadron, in order to ascertain from 
his own observation the truth of the report relative to the 
damage the Spanish fleet had sustained. On arriving 
within a short distance of the coast, he learnt the truth ; 
and the wind just then shifting to the southward, deter- 
mined to return foi-thwith to England, and prepare for the 
conflict. Well was it for our country that ho arrived at 
that judicious decision, for the favouring breeze that carried 
him honie also wafted to our shores the vast Armada that 
was destined to enslave a great nation. On the 12th July 
the admiral arrived at Plymouth, and used all expedition 
in refitting and revictualling his fleet ; and on the 19 th the 
D^c of Medina Sidonia arrived ofl:‘ the Lizard. Mistaking 
this promontory for the Pam Head, he stood off to sea 
Again, as the night was closing in, with the intention of 
attacking the English fleet on the following morning ; but, 
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on the same day, a pirate, Captain Thomas Fleming, dis- 
covered the Spanish ships, and made all speed with the 
intelligence to Plymouth, where lay Lord Howard with the 
principal division of his fleet, and the most experienced of 
his oflicers. His own flag was flying on the Ark Royed ; 
with him, in tlie Sound, was the gallant Drake, his vice- 
admiral, on board the Revenr/e ; also the scarcely less dLs- 
tinguished Hawkins, his rear-admiral, or third in command,^ 
whose flag was hoisted at the masthead of the Victory ; and 
Frobisher, who commanded the largest ship in the fleet, the 
Triumph^ of 1,100 tons and forty-two guns. 

On the 19th, the Avind blew fresh from the south-west ; 
but, notwithstanding the great difficulty of clearing the 
Sound with the wind from that quai*ter, Lord Howard per- 
severed, ^md b(?at out in the afternoon with six ships. On 
the 20th, his admirals, having got out with the rest of his 
squadron, G7 vessels in all, Howard put to sea in search of 
the (jnemy, and on Sunday, the 21st, the Spanish Armada 
was sighted, presenting an imposing appearance as it swept 
slowly up Channel in an enormous crescent, fully seven 
miles from one (extremity to the other. 

“ The ships,’* says Lcdiard, a contemporary writer, “ ap- 
peared like so many floating castles, and the ocean seemed 
to groan under the weight of their burdens.” Truly it was 
a spectacle calculated to strike terror into the boldest 
hearts ; and had it not l)een that Drake had accustomed 
his sailors to think nothing of attacking the largest Spanish 
ships with his pigmy craft, the lofty forecastles and sterns 
of the vast array now bearing down upon them would have 
caused even British seamen to quail. 

The Lord High Admiral, nothing daunted, at once com- 
menced the attack with his own ship, the Ark Royal^ his 
admirals also engaging the enemy ; not, indeed, at close 
quarters — the time for that had not come yet — but, having 
obtained the weather-gage, they cannonaded them from a 
distance, inflicting much damage, and throwing some of 
their ships into confusion. Before night the flag-ship of the 
Guipuscoan squadron had blown up, and that of Valdez, the 
ablest sailor of the Spanish fleet, was so much disabled that 
it struck at daybreak the next morning. The Lord High 
Admiral and Drake kept close to the enemy during the 
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night, and on the following morning the running fight was 
resumed. The Duke of Medina now made a new arrange- 
ment of his rear, and du-ccting his captains to bring the 
English ships to close action, sent officera of his staff with 
executioners on board eveiy ship in the fleet, with instruo- 
tions to hang any commander who should quit his post in 
the line of battle. But even this hai-sli measure, “ pour 
.encourager les autres,” was witliout eftect, for the lighter 
'and more manag(Mible ships of the English enabled them to 
advance or retreat at pleasure, and keep up a harassing fire, 
which the enemy were unable to return with any ellect. 
On Tuesday, the 23rd, the wind shifted to the north-east ; 
and as the Spaniaixls had now the advantage of the Aveather- 
gage, they bore down upon Lord Howard’s fleet, and tried 
to grapple with and board his ships ; but this they were un- 
able to cfiect, owing to the liandiness of our vessefs and the 
superior seamanship of our men. The wind, Avhich was 
blowing fresh with a heavy sea, shifted during the day, but 
the fight was maintained Avith unabated vigour by both 
fleets ; the gunnery on both sides Avas indifferent, particu- 
larly that on the p.art of the Spaniards, Avliose round shot 
passed harmlessly over their adversaries’ ships. At length 
our ammunition began to fail ; but as the ri\"al fleets ap- 
proached the Dorsetshire coast, fresh vessels came flocking 
in to reinforce HoAvard, and boats full of men, provisions, 
and ammunition put him in a j)Osition'to renew the action 
again. Nothing particular occurred on the 24th. On the 
folloAving day, Avhen Howard mustered 100 sail, the enemy, 
while ofl:' the Isle of Wight, attacked him, when his ship 
and that of Frobisher sustained considerable damage. 

Gaining strength as he pursued, the British admiral 
followed up the Armada, till on Saturday, the 27th May, it 
anchored in Calais Hoads. The Duke of Medina Sidonia 
hoped to be reinforced by the Duke of Parma Avith his army 
and flotilla ; but the Dutch, who regarded their own safety 
as bound up in the issue of this contest, blockaded the 
Scheldt so effectually that the redoubtable Spanish general 
w^ unable to get out. Meanwhile Howard, who had been 
joined by the squadron of Lord Henry Seymour, which lay 
in the Downs, thus increasing his fleet to 140 sail, anchored 
a short distsmee outside the Spanish, fleet, and held a 



CHEAT BATTLES OP THE BRITISH NAVY. 


27 


council of war, to debate wbat steps should be taken^ 
9jS ho greatly feared a junction of the forces of the Spanish 
commanders. Sir William Winter suggested the employ- 
ment of fire-ships, and the design was no sooner broached 
than it was adopted. Eight of the most unseaworthy 
of the English ships were loaded in haste with combustible 
niateiials, and, under Captains Young and Prowse, were, at 
midnight of the 28 th, moved silently into Calais harbour, 
and before their purpose could be ascertained were set oA 
fire in the midst of tho Armada. Owing to the narrowness 
of the harbour tho ships were moored close together, so that 
tho scene of panic and confusion that ensued is past 
description. Some of the Spaniards caught fire, tho rest 
cut their cables, and, striving to escape in the darkness, got 
entangled and wrecked against each other. Tho Duke 
preserved Ids presence of mind amid this trying scene, and 
sought to preserve order j but the instinct of self-preserva- 
tion overpowered the habits of obedience and discipline, 
and a general sauve qui peAit was the result. The actual 
loss by capture was inconsiderable, only one great galeasse, 
flag-ship of a Spanish admiral, being taken, but tho “ scare," 
as the Yankees say, was prodigious. By daybreak the 
whole of the once proud Armtida was steering for Dunkirk, 
with the object of effecting a junction with Parma's army. 
Howard pressed all sail in pursuit, and overtook the fugi- 
tives near Gravelines. 

Before noon every admiral led his own squadron, and 
vied with each other who should inflict the greatest damage 
on the demoralized and fugitive Armada, invincible no 
longer. 

They ranged up within speaking distance and poured an 
incessant fire into tho sides of the huge Spanish craft, 
which in return fired harmless broadsides over their 
dwaifish antagonists. The result of this day's fighting was 
decisive, for, though only the St Matthew and another ship 
wore captured, three were sunk ; the entire fleet had been 
so mciicilessly mauled that many, drifting at the mercy of 
wind and tide, were wrecked on the Flemish coast, and the 
greater portion were so crippled as to be unable to renew 
the conflict. The Armada, indeed, would have been 
annihilated, but the English ships had expended all their 
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ammunition, many of tliem not having a single cartridge 
left. This saved the cnemy^s vessels from capture, while a 
lucky shift of wind enabled them to gain the open sea. 
The failure of the ammunition was inexcusable, and reflects 
the greatest discredit on that parsimonious sovereign lady 
^‘good Queen Bess,” who, in spite of Lord Howard’s 
protestations, neglected to furnish the fleet with a sufficient 
supply. Still, though unable to inflict any further injury 
on the enemy, Howard continued the pursuit relentlessly, 
but was forced to send back Lord Henry Seymour’s 
squadron, as many of his shii)S had not sufliciont food left 
for one single day’s consumption. He himself had only 
onoiigli for tlirce days ; but as he said, “ he put on a brag 
countenance, and gave chase as though ho wanted nothing.” 
Even this course did not sjitisfy the ardent Drake, who 
counselled that the attack should be renewed with the few 
ships that had any ammunition left, and promised, if he 
might be allowed to execute his plan, soon to make the 
Duke of Medina Sidonia “ wish himself back among his 
own orange-trees.” Thus the chase was kept up till the 2nd 
August, when Howard, having reached the Scottish coast, 
decided to return south, leaving one or two small vessels to* 
watch the enemy until they had passed the Orkney and 
Shetland Isles. And it was fortunate he did so, for two 
days afterwards the weather changed, and a furious gale for 
the tiiiie of the year set in. He managed to reach Margate 
Hoads in safety, but the Armada was caught by the fidl 
fury of the storm among the unknown waters of the Islands 
to the northward of Scotland. Some were driven eastward, 
and were ■wrecked on the iron-bound coast of Norway ; 
some westward, and some shared a similar fate on the 
equally-dangerous shores of the Hebrides, or further to the 
south on the rocks that fringe the coast of Ireland, while 
•many, not having repaired the damages they had sustained 
in the previous actions, foundered in the open sea. 

Of the entire Armada that had sailed forth from the 
shores of Spain a few short weeks before, in all the pomp 
and circumstance of glorious war, little more than one-third 
ever returned to its shores, and this remnant was shorn of 
all its pride, and wholly unfitted for further service. By 
the lowest computation, eighty vessels and 20,000 men had 
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■beftn lost “Of the chief officers,” says a writer, “and 
erreat nobles, who had escaped destruction, many had been 
taken prisoners. There was hardly a noble family in the 
whole peninsula which had not lost some of its members ; 
and Philip vainly endeavoured to conceal the extent of the 
calamity from the nation itself, by prohibiting the wearing 
of mourning, which would otherwise have become the uni- 
versal garb. He could not, indeed, blind his own subjects 
to their grief; but for some time he deceived foreign nations, 
publishing a boastful account, in foreign languages, of the: 
succ()ss of the expedition ; affirming that Lord Howard’s 
flag-ship had been taken, and that he himself had but nar- 
rowly escaped ; that Drake liad been killed, and that the 
•loss sustained % the Armada was limited to the single ship 
of Pedro de Valdez.” In England this narrative was re- 
publish edhnder the telling heading, “A Pack of Spanish 
Lies ; ” and Drake, justly indignant at being put to death 
in print, showed himself unmistakably alive by writing a 
most characteristic letter in contradiction of these men* 
dacious statements, in which he detailed how the ships, 
collected by the Spaniards with so much trouble and 
expense, were “beaten and shuffled together from the- 
Lizard to Portland, and from Portland to Calais ; from 
Calais, driven with squibs from their anchors, they wero 
chased out of sight of England ; how their crews, ca])turcd 
by our ships, or wrecked on our shores, were sent from 
village to village, coupled in halters, till Her Majesty, of 
her princely and invincible disposition, disdaining to put 
tliem to death, and scorning either to retain or entertain 
them, they were all sent back to their country, to recount 
the worthy achievements of their invincible and dreadful 
navy ; not having, in all their sailing round about England,, 
so much as sunk or taken one ship, bark, pinnace, or cock- 
boat of ours, or burnt so much as one sheep-cote in this, 
land.” 

This memorable victory was achieved with the loss to tho 
English of only one small ship, and about 100 men. For 
these signal services, tho importance of which it would be- 
scarcely possible to over-estimate, Elizabeth neglected to- 
confer one single honour or reward of any kind on the 
gallant officers who had achieved them. Lord Howard 
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liimself knighted Frobisher, Hawkins, and others, while the 
fleet was off the Sussex coast, for their gallantry during the 
first four, days* fighting ; and the Queen, eight years later, 
conferred upon the Lord High Admiral the earldom of 
Nottingham. With the proverbial ingratitude of princes, 
she thought she had sufficiently rewarded the sailors who 
had secured to her and her successors the throne of these 
realms, by ordering a public thanksgiving to be offered up 
•in St. Paul’s and decorating the walls of that cathedral with 
the trophies won by their prowess. 
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CHAPTER III, 

1689 - 1654 . 

OlorioHS Death of Sir Biohard Grenville — ^Defeat of Van Tromp by " 
Blake — Sir George Ayscough and De Buyter — Commodore Bodley 
and Van Galen>^Blake*s Action with De Buyter and De Witt on 
the 28th of September, 1652 — ^Blake's Battles with Van Tromp of 
9th December, 1652 ; 18th to 20th February, 1653 ; 2nd and 3rd of 
June, 1653 — Decisive Defeat of Van Tromp by Monk on the 3lBt of 
July, 1653, and Death of the Dutch Admiral — Conclusion of the War. 

KoTWiTHgTANDiNG Elizabeth’s ingratitude, she was glad 
enough to avail herself of the services of Drake and her 
other great seamen, and, in the spring of the following year 
{1589), sent an expedition to Spain, with the object of 
su})i)orting Don Antonio, a prince of the old royal family 
of Portugal, in his attempt to recover his throne. The 
Queen committed the naval portion of the expedition to the 
charge of Sir Francis Drake, and the army she placed under 
command of Sir John NorrLs, a soldier of considerable ex- 
perience and good repute ; but both fleet and army were 
not adequately supplied with stores, and the expedition was 
a failure. Drake burnt the ships in the harbour of Corunna^ 
as also some small towns, and made an abortive attempt 
on Lisbon. The fleet returned home with much booty 
and 150 pieces of cannon, but not before 6,000 men had 
perished of disease. 

The year 1591 is memorable for an action which, for 
devoted heroism, is unsurpassed, even in the naval records 
of these islands. 

Ill that year, a squadron of seven ships, under the com- 
mand of Lord Thomas Howard, with Sir Kichard Grenville, 
his vice-admiral, flying his flag on board the Revenge, the 
ship that had borne Drake against the Armada, was lying 
ofi* the Azores, for the purpose of intercepting some Spanish 
treasure ships, when the admiral learnt that a Spanish fleet 
of lifty ships, under Don Alphonso Bassano, was approaching. 
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^ The English sqiiadi'on was wholly unprepared, and a» 
the complement of his ships had been much weakened 
by sickness, Howard put to sea immediately, to avoid 
encountering so superior a force. The was delayed 

getting under weigh, owing to the circumstance that some 
of her crew were on sliore j but the vice-admiral and his 
men, worthy of each other, and of the name of British 
seamen, disdained to surrender, and endeavoured to run 
the gauntlet through the vast hostile fleet which surrounded 
them. At one time they nearly succeeded ui the attempt, 
but, unfortunately, were imable to avoid the St. FhUip, of 
1,500 tons, carrying 78 guns. The JRBVBnge was short- 
handed, for she had but 100 men fit for duty, tlie rest 
being prostrated with sickness ; but this handful fought as ' 
if they were resolved to make up for their deficiency of 
numbers by thsir surpassing intrepidity. TJiey sank the 
huge three-decker, but soon afterwards were boarded simul- 
taneously by four Spanish ships. Tho brave crew of the 
RBvengBy headed by their gallant commander, who, though 
wounded early in the action, refused to (pi it tho deck, re- 
pulsed every attempt to carry their ship, and drove off their 
assailants, sinking one of the Spaniards. The unequal fight 
was maintained from three in tho afternoon until midnight, 
at which time the intrepid vice-admiral received a musket- 
ball in the body. He was then carried below to have his 
wound dressed, and while under tho surgeon^s hands was 
struck by another bullet in the head, the surgeon being 
killed at his side. Still his men fought on, and sank tho 
third of the Spanish ships, driving the fourth ashore ; but 
the cry was still “they come.” Desperately these men 
continued the fight until daylight, when the ship was re- 
duced to a mere wreck, and her (leeks were covered with 
the killed and wounded. Yet, though the ammunition was 
all expended, and resistance was ho}>eless, tho remaining 
officers and crew refused to strike, unless they were pro- 
mised their liberty. To this the Spanish admiral acceded, 
and thus the RBvenge was captured by fifty-threei ships, 
with a loss, it was said, of nearly 1,000 men. But 
not for long was she exhibited as a trophy of S])anish 
prowess, for the battered old hulk foundered almost directly 
after her capture, with her prize crew pf 200 men. Sir 
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Richard, Grenville was carried bn board the Spanish ad- 
miral’s sliip, where he died two days afterwards, honoured 
even by his foes, and thanlcing Heaven that he had died as 
became a sailor, “ fighting for his Queen, his religion, and 
his honour.” The nation exulted over this glorious feat 
of arms ; Raleigh extolled it, and a noble poem exists to 
this day in memory of the valour of these English worthies. 

In 1592 an expedition under Raleigh and Frobisher, 
committed much havoc on Spanish commerce, capturing 
among other prizes a galleon with a cargo valued at upwards 
of iil50,000, almost the entire amount of which the Queen 
appropriated, according to her wont, as a small vessel of 
hers was present on the occasion. Two years afterwards, 
Frobisher recovered Brest for Henry IV. of France, that 
important town having been taken not long before by Philip 
and his allies of the League ; but the admiral unfortunately 
received a wound, of which he died soon after his return to 
Plymouth. In 1595 the country sustained a still greater 
loss in the death of Drake — undoubtedly the grandest sailor 
the navy had yet produced, and whoso name is worthy to 
rank in our naval annals with those of Blake and Nelson. 
He had, in conjunction with Hawkins, sailed for the Spanish 
settlements in America, but failed in an attack upon the 
Canary Islands, undertaken on the way. Some towns on 
the Spanish Main, including Nombre do Dios, fell into their 
hands, but soon after leaving the latter place Drake expired; 
and before the squadron returned to England from this 
unfortunate expedition, the scarcely less gallant Hawkins 
followed his distinguished commander and relative. 

The Queen having learnt that the Spaniards were fitting 
out a powerful expedition to make a fresh attempt on 
England, determined to anticipate them, and in June, 1596, 
a large fleet of seventeen of her own ships, with one hundred 
and twenty armed merchantmen, under the command of 
Lord Howard, was despatched to Cadiz, to destroy the 
hostile armament. A force of seven thousand men was 
also embarked under the command of Elizabeth’s fiivourite. 
Lord Essex, who, though a brave officer, was very self-willed, 
and would not subordinate his judgment to the superior 
experience of his colleague. On the 20th of June the fleet 
arrived off Cadiz, which was crowded with ships of war and 

D 
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richly-laden merchantmen. Lord Howard attacked and 
destroyed all the vessels in the harbour, capturing immense 
booty ; he also demolished the forts, and burnt a great part 
of the town j but the army, owing to Lord Essex's want of 
skill, accomplished no important success. The next year> 
Elizabeth entrusted Essex with a large fleet of one hundred 
and twenty English and Dutch ships, but tho favourite mis- 
jnanaged everything. The India fleet was suffered to 
escape, and he quarrelled with the most distinguished of hia 
subordinates, tho famous Sir Walter Raleigli, who, during 
his absence, captured the town of Fayal, in the Azores. 

In 1G02 a gallant exploit was performed by Sir Richard 
Levison, wlio cut out IVom under the guns of a strong foi*t 
a Spanish galleon, containing treasure valued at a quarter 
of a million sterling, and burnt five galleons, coijimanded 
by the redoubtable Spinola, who, subsequently, as the con- 
queror and ravager of the Palatinate, rivalled the glory of 
the Duke of Parma himself. 

The great services rendered to this country by Sir 
Walter Raleigh, the founder of our first colony in America, 
by Davis and Cavendish, explorers of great hardihood and 
skill, do not concern us in this work ; they are a subject of 
pride to all Englishmen, and in. particular to tho navy, in 
which some of, these officers, including Raleigh, held com- 
missions, but they are not associated with the Great Battles 
of the British Navy. 

During tho reign of Elizabeth, topmasts were first 
introduced into the navy, and in that of James I., her 
successor, great improvements were made in naval archi- 
tecture under the auspices of the constructor or overseer 
of tho navy, Phineas Pett, who, in 1610, built in Wool- 
wich dockyard a ship of 1,400 tons and 64 guns, which 
was called the Prince Royal, James eternally disgraced 
himself by causing Sir Walter Raleigh, who, like Drake, 
was unsuccessful towards the close of hLs life, to be beheaded, 
in pursuance of a sentence of death pronounced upon him 
twelve years before, and only now carried out to please the 
Spanish Government, who hated that gallant and chivalrous 
gentleman y still further to pacify the Spanish envoy in this 
country, he ordered, in 1618, an expedition against Algiers, 
which, however, was unsuccessful. The reign of Charles I 
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was not more remarkable than that of his father for its 
naval events ; the expeditions against Cadiz and Rochelle 
being signal failures. Tt was while embarking for the 
second expedition against Rochelle, this time for the relief 
of the brave Protestants holding out at that place, that the 
Duke of Buckingham, the king’s favourite, a most incom- 
petent commander, was assassinated by Felton. Phineaa 
Pett constructed for Charles a magnificent specimen of 
naval architecture, called the Sovereign of the Seas; she 
was the first three-decker in our navy, carried 112 guns, 
and was of 1,637 tons burden. After sixty years* service 
against the battle and the breeze, this noble ship, the pride 
of the navy, was accidentally burnt at Chatham. 

During the civil wars of this disastrous reign, the fleet 
was almost«imem ployed, but after the collapse of Charles’s 
cause on land, Prince Rupert took command of the fleet, 
and in the summer of 164-9 escaped with his ships to 
Ii^dand, whither he was followed by a Parliamentary 
squadron far stronger than his own, under the command of 
an officer who has gained an imperishable renown, second 
only to that of Nelson. This was the immortal Blake, then 
a colonel in the army, and totally inexperienced in nautical 
aflairs. His success in maritime war, when we consider his 
previous training, is wholly without parallel ; he had passed 
middle age before he first embai*kod on board ship, but he 
was a man of original genius, and was born a sailor. Prince 
Rupert was blockaded in Kinsale harbour, but managed to 
break through and escape to the ports of Spain and 
Portugal, whither he was pursued by Blake. So great was 
the dread on the Continent inspired by Cromwell, that the 
Spaniards refused to protect him, and the gallant cavalier 
was forced to fly to the West Indies ; and from thence, still 
chased by the relentless Blake, recrossed to France, where 
he found a refuge. Blake now reduced to submission the 
islands of Jersey and Guernsey, and the Scilly Islands ; but 
no long time elapsed before he had an opportunity of encoun- 
tering a foreign foe in every way worthy of his steel. 

After the death of the Stadtholder of Holland, who had 
mamed a daughter of Charles I., the Dutch openly expressed 
their strong sympathies for the English Royalists, and the 
condition of aflairs between the two countries soon became 
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of BO critical a character that a pretext for hostilities was 
lOt long wanting. On the 14th May, 1652, an English 
frigate, commanded by a Captain Young, falling in with a 
Dutch man-of-wai*, fired upon her for neglecting to salute 
tho British flag, by striking or hauling down his colours, a 
compliment which our navy had claimed as a peculiar 
privilege in the British Channel ever since the Conquest. 

An action ensued, and the Dutchman was compelled to 
surrender. Eour days afterwards, the great Dutch admiral. 
Marten llarpetz Tromp, commonly called Van IVorap, who, 
in consequence of his victory over the Spaniards twelve 
years before, was considered the greatest naval commander 
of tho age, entered the Downs with forty-two sail, while a 
small squadron of eight ships was lying there, under tho. 
command of Captain Bourne. The English officer requested 
the Dutch admiral to leave the anchorage, at the same time 
sending notice to Blake, who was in tlie Dover roadstead 
with fifteen ships. On the next day, the Dutchman worked 
up to Dover, and sailed past ]31ake with his flag flying at 
his masthead, when that admiral, notwithstanding the great 
disparity of forces, gave him a rude reminder, in the shape 
of a round shot, that he must acknowledge the British 
dominion of the seas. Van Tromp hurled back the defiance 
a broadside. The English ships immediately got under 
weigh, Blake taking the lead by engaging the Dutch ad- 
miral’s ship, though this manoeuvre drew upon him the fire 
of many others of tho enemy’s vessels. He was soon joined 
by Bourne’s division, but still his force was scarcely half 
that of tho enemy, though some of our ships exceeded in 
size the largest of theirs. The battle raged furiously for 
many hours, and was only terminated by night, when Van 
Tromp made sail, and returned to his own harbour, leaving 
behind two of his ships as prizes. 

On the 8th of July war was formally declared between 
England and the United Provinces, and hostilities and re- 
prisals were commenced in earnest. Van Tromp, with a 
larger fleet than had yet been assembled under his orders^ 
returned to the Downs, but finding that Blake had pro- 
ceeded to the north-east coast, the Dutch admiral sailed for 
the Thames. Off the mouth of the river he encountered a 
small British squadron, under the command of Sir George 
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Ayscough, an experienced seaman, who had gained a reputa- 
tion by the reduction of Barbadoes. Ho prepared to engage 
the enemy, and, owing to his skilful dispositions, and, in a 
measure to his having the weather-gage, succeeded in pre- 
venting Van Tromp from taking advantage of the disparity 
of force. The Dutch admiral retired to his own shores 
without effecting anything, which so greatly incensed his 
Government, that they removed him from the command, 
and appointed De Kuyter in his place. This deservedly • 
celebrated officer went in search of Ayscough with forty 
men-of-war, and a powerful squadron of armed merchant- 
men, and on the 10th of August, 1652, came up with him 
off Plymouth. The English admiral’s fleet now consisted 
of thirty-eight sail, and as his shij>s were mostly larger than 
De Buyter’s, they were not unequally matched. Sir George 
immediately took the offensive, and, resolving to wrest the 
advantage his adversaiy had in being to windward, boro 
down upon the enemy’s line with great impetuosity with 
nine of his leading ships, and, breaking through, deprived 
him of the weather-gage. The fight lasted from four in the 
afternoon until nightfall, when De Kuyter, taking advan- 
tage of the darkness, was glad to make his escape, having 
experienced a heavy loss in killed and wounded, and two 
ships sunk. 

About this time an engagement occun’ed off the island 
of Elba, in the Mediterranean, which is one of the most 
honourable to the British arms that we shall have to record. 
Commodore Richard Bodley, while employed in convoying 
some merchantmen, with three small men-of-war and a fire- 
ship, was attacked by Admiral Van Galen, having under 
his command eleven ships. 

The action lasted a day and a half, and was fiercely con- 
tested. Four attempts were made to carry Bodley’s ship 
by boarding, but the gallant commander beat off the enemy 
on every occasion, though he sustained a loss of 100 killed 
and wounded. The PAostimc, an English frigate, was cap- 
tured while her crew were engaged in boarding one of the 
Dutchmen. With his three remaining ships, now much 
disabled, Bodley bore up for Leghorn without further 
molestation, and being joined by his convoy, proceeded to^ 
England, where he was received with demonstrations of 



38 


GREAT BATTLES OF THE BRITISH NAVY. 


honour. It is gratifying to be able to chronicle that the 
FkcmiTS, while lying in Leghorn Roads, was “ cut out” on 
the 26th November following, by Captain Owen Cox, who 
had been lieutenant of her, with three boats of an English 
squadron. 

Cromwell, with an ingratitude not confined to crowned 
heads, superseded Ayscoiigh, who had done such good ser- 
vice, and strongly reinforced Blake's fleet. The Dutch 
Government had also made great preparations for a naval 
war, and gave to De Iluyter, as his second in command, Do 
Witt, at the same time raising the fleet to about seventy 
sail, a force about equal to that under Blake's command. 
The latter, directly he was joined by his admirals, went in 
pursuit of the enemy, and at noon of the 28th of Septem- 
ber sighted them cruising olF the North Foreland. De 
Ruyter would have avoided an action, and pointed out the 
superior size of most of the English ships ; but De Witt 
disdained to fly, and held on his course. At about 3 p.m., 
Blake, in the Beaoluiion^ having only a portion of his fleet 
with him, including Penn, in the James, of GO guns, 
shortened sail to allow of the remainder closing up, and at 
4 p.m. most of the ships had joined. 

The battle was hotly contested for some hours, and was 
only brought to a termination by the darkness, of which the 
Dutch admihal again took advantage to make his escape to 
the Texel, within sight of which he was chased by Blake. 
Ten Dutch ships captured, and as many more sunk, were 
the spoils of victory, and but for the night coming on, 
and that some of his ships got aground during the action, 
it is probable that Blake would have taken or destroyed the 
entire fleet. His own loss was 300 killed and as many 
wounded. These ten Dutch ships were not the only prizes 
Blake brought into port this autumn. While looking for 
the enemy, he learned that the French admiral, the Due 
de Vendome, was fitting out a fleet in Calais harbour for 
the relief of Dunkirk, at that time closely besieged by the 
Spaniards. Notwithstanding that we were at peace with 
the French king, Blake, in defiance of the requirements of 
international law, forced his way into Calais, and carried 
off* the French ships with their crews to England. Though 
Cardinal Mazarin remonstrated,” says Yonge, «as well he 
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might, he stood too much in awe of the imperious genius 
of Cromwell to go to war for so unparalleled an insult.” 

After cruising about the Channel for some time, Blake 
dispersed his fleet, retaining with him only thirty- seven 
men-of-war and a few fire-ships. He was near paying very 
dear for his temerity, for the Dutch Government had made^ 
during the month of October, the greatest exertions to 
strengthen their fleet, and yielding to the pressure of public 
opinion and the discontent of the seamen of the fleet, with* 
whom he was very popular, had reappointed Van Tromp 
to the chief command. Hastening to take advantage of 
Blake’s numerical inferiority, the Dutch admiral issued 
forth at the end of November with his entire fleet of one 
hundred sail, well equipped, and in magnificent order. 
Blake hg,d as his second in command General Monk, who, 
according to the custom of that time, served both ashore 
and afloat, as liis services might be required, but was defi- 
cient in nautical experience. 

Nothing daunted at the superiority of the Dutch admiral, 
Blake, who was then lying in Dover Boads, immediately 
got under weigh to engage the enemy, who had also been 
lying at anchor two leagues to leeward. It was a little past 
noon of the 9th December, off the Goodwin Sands, that the 
rival fleets mot, when an obstinately contested battle ensued. 
Blake, ever foremost when fighting was going on, an ex- 
ample which British admirals have ever since closely fol- 
lowed, commenced the action, and, together with the Victory y 
50 guns, commanded by Captain Mann, and the Vangua/rdy 
Captain J oseph Jordan — glorious names these ships bore, 
names that are destined to be perpetuated, let us hope, for 
centuries yet to come — pressed forward, and became en- 
gaged with nearly a score of the enemy’s ships at the same 
time. Van Tromp, who flew his flag on board the Brede- 
rode, of 90 guns, was attacked on the starboard side by the 
Garlandy a 48-gun frigate, and the Bonaveniure, of 30 guns, 
on the port side, and was in imminent danger of being taken, 
when his rear-admiral, Evertzen, ranged up alongside the 
little BonaventurCy with his ship the Zealandia, 72. For 
some time the four ships lay locked in deadly conflict : but 
at length overwhelming numbera carried the day, and both 
>the English frigates wei-e captured. The Brederode now 
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passed on to engage the THumpli, which, sorely pressed, 
having lost her fore-topmast, would most assuredly have 
been taken, had any other man than the lion-hearted Blake 
commanded her. With desperate tenacity, he defended his 
ship against the Brederode^ which had the advantage of sii* 
perior weight of metal and a more numerous crew. Three 
times, we are told, did the boarders swarm upon his decks, 
and three times did his gallant tars, cutlass in hand, meet 
•them at every point and drive them back with fcai-ful 
slaughter from whence they came. Their siiperhuniaii exer- 
tions were rewarded with success. Though the Triumph 
was almost a wreck, and though the survivors mustered but 
a handful of heroes, scarce sufficient to man the guns, yet 
when the friendly mantle of that winter night descended 
upon the scene, the British flag still waved triumphantly at 
her masthead. Blake, taking advantage of the night, with- 
drew his shattered lleet, bringing up the rear with his own 
ship, which showed a bold front to the enemy and still re- 
plied to the hostile cannon. Van Tromp thus gained a 
victory it is true, but it was a defeat not less honourable to 
the British seamen engaged. He himself lost heavily. One 
of his ships blew up with all hands on board, and many 
were so disabled that they could not keep the sea. Never- 
theless, the gallant Dutchman had gained a decided success, 
and reaped ail the material results of his victory. . Blake 
was forced to retire into port to refit, while his victor, boast- 
fully displaying a broom at liis masthead to denote that he 
would sweep the English from the seas, cruised about in 
undisputed possession of the Channel, and proceeded down 
the Bay of Biscay as far as Rochelle, capturing large num- 
bers of merchantmen. But ho was not sulfered to retain 
the sovereignty of the seas. 

Blake strained every nerve to renew the contest on more 
equal terms, and not being satisfied with the manner in 
which some of his captains had stood by him in the recent 
battle, made a suggestion to the English Government, which 
was adopted, that all officers should henceforth bear a re- 
gular commission, and that the merchant-ships which were 
taken into the public service should be also similarly offi- 
cered. At length, by great exertions, Blake was enabled, bjr 
the beginning of February, 1653, to take the sea with afine 
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fleet of eighty sail, and having those able professional sailors, 
Vice-Admiral Penn and Kear-Admiral John Lawson, as his 
second and third in command. His old colleagues, Monk 
and Deane were also with him, but it was in their capacity 
of soldiers commanding a body of troops. This is the first 
time that soldiers of the line were employed on board vessels 
of wav, and so well was the innovation found to answer that 
they ever after formed an essential portion of a shi]»’s com- 
plement, until a regular corps of marines was formed. • 
Blake put to sea in search of Van Tromj>, and on tlie 
18th February, sighted him off Cape La Hogue, with a fleet 
almost equal to his own, and having under his convoy about 
300 merchantmen and prizes which he was conducting home. 
With his usual impetuosity, Blake attacked his adversary, 
who, on his side, having ordered the inoichantraen to “haul 
their wirfd,*^ and so get out of shot range, showed no dispo- 
sition to avoid the conflict. The Dutch admiral, with his 
two subordinates, Evertzen and Do Buyter, boro down upon 
the leading ships of the British fleet, which, having out- 
sailed the remainder, were many miles in advance, and to 
windward of them, the wind being westerly at the time. 
These ships, consisting of the Triumph^ Blake’s flag-ship, 
the Speaker^ flying the flag of Vice-Admiral Penn, the Fair- 
faXf Bear- Admiral Lawson’s ship, and about twenty other 
vessels, had to bear the brunt of the attack of the entire 
Dutch fleet for many houi-s. On board the Triumph, which 
Van Tromp assailed with some of his best ships, the slaughter 
was almost unprecedented. Blake himself was severely 
wounded ; his captain. Ball, was shot dead at his feet ; above 
100 men were slain, and scarcely one was left unwounded. 
Penn’s ship was towed out of the lino of battle a helpless 
wreck ; and the Prosperous, Assistance, and Oah, were 
boarded by overwhelming numbers, and captured. But not 
for long did they remain in the hands of the enemy. As the 
day wore on, the main portion of the fleet arrived one aftei* 
another, and the inequality between the contending forces 
was lessened. The three British frigates were recaptured,, 
^d the Triumph, which was in immediate danger of falling 
into the enemy’s hands, and lay a disabled hulk, was relieved 
and reinforced with men. When darkness put a stop to the 
fighting, it was found that wo had lost one ship, the Sampr 
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while the Dutch had in all lost six ; one had gone down 
with all hands, and on boarding another it was found that, 
of all her crew, not one single man was left alive. Truly 
this was desperate fighting. But the battle was not yet 
over. The night was passed by each side in making pre- 
parations for the morrow’s conflict. On the morning of the 
19 th the rival fleets were off the Isle of Wight, but the 
wind being light, the English could not get within range of 
"the enemy until noon. At 2 p.m., the action commenced, 
Blake directing his chief efforts to cut off the merchantmen 
which had been sent on ahead, and Van Tromp exerting all 
his skill to save them. A running fight ensued, but the 
English admiral succeeded in cutting off sixteen of the 
enemy’s mcrcliantraen, and capturing five of his men-of-war. 
The Dutch fleet having again got ahead, the English pur- 
sued them all night, and at 9 a.m. of the 20th Blake, with 
five of the fastest of his ships and the frigates, again closed 
and renewed the conflict. Van Tromp fought now not for 
victory, but to save further loss of lus convoy, whose cargoes 
were of immense value, and in this he in a great measure 
succeeded. Towards evening the fleets were only about 
four leagues from Calais, and the Dutcli ships stood in for 
that anchorage, in cons(?qucnce of tlie wind being at N.W., 
and the ebb tide making. The English admiral also came 
to an anchor, but when the morning broke, after a tempes- 
tuous night, not a Dutch ship was to bo seen. Blake now 
returned to the English coast, and anchored in Stokes Bay 
on the 24th February. In this scries of desperate encounters 
the English were, without doubt, the victors, having cap- 
tured and sunk eleven of the enemy’s ships of war, witli 
only the loss of one frigate, but our casualties were 
very heavy, among the killed being three captains. The 
Dutch, on their side, lost 1,500 men slain, and 700 pri- 
soners. 

The United Provinces could, however, claim a victory in 
the Mediterranean, gained on the 2nd of March, by Van 
Galen, over a much inferior force. On that day the Dutch 
admiral, having a fleet of sixteen sail, fell in with his old 
enemy Commodore Bodley, who, with Commodore Appleton, 
was cruismg about with only nine ships. After a severe 
action, in which Van Galen was killed, Appleton’s ship and 
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two others were overpowered and obliged to surrender, the 
rest effecting their escape. 

After the battles in February, every exertion was made 
by the Dutch Government to place the fleet in a condition 
to renew the war ; nor was Cromwell — in spito of his 
quarrels with the Long Parliament, which ended in his 
expelling them from Westminster — a whit less urgent in 
his preparations. Early in May, Van Tromp, having 
escorted in safety the homeward-bound fleet of Dutch 
merchantmen which came by way of Scotland so as to ’ 
avoid the Channel, received intelligence that Blake had 
been despatched to the North with a squadron of ships. 
This act was, doubtless, prompted by political motives, as 
the Protector wished to put it out of his power to interfere 
with him in the execution of his arbitrary proceedings ; 
though Blake, indeed, was the last man to do so, as his 
maxim was that sailors had nothing to do with politics, 
their only concern being fco beat the Dutch. Concluding 
that the coast was clear, now that his great adversary was 
away, Van Tromp crossed over to the Downs with his 
whole fleet of ninety-eight sail, besides fire-ships, with De 
Buyter, De Witt, and Evertzen as his admirals, and not 
only made prizes of many traders, but cannonaded Dover 
Castle for some hours. The re])ort of these proceedings 
were, however, not long in coming to the ears of Monk, 
who, with Admirals Penn and Lawson, and the Gcncral-at- 
Sea Deane, was lying in Yarmouth Roads, with a magnifi- 
cent fleet of one hundred and live sail, besides fire-ships, 
and not many hours elapsed before the entire armament 
was under weigh to chastise the insolent foe. 

Early on the morning of the 2nd June, 1653, the Dutch 
fleet was discovered about two leagues to leeward, and a 
desperate fight ensued. Lawson led the van with his 
squadron, and commenced the action by the execution of 
the manoeuvre of breaking the enemy’s line, which more 
than a century later was performed by Rodney, who was 
erroneously credited with having been the first to conceive 
and execute it. This, it should bo stated parenthetically, 
in no way detracts from tho merit of the conqueror of 
the Comte de Grasse, who like his brothers-in-arms, had 
forgotten the exploit of the admiral of tho Commonwealth, 
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Carrying a press of sail, the gallant and skilful Lawson cut 
through the Dutchman’s line, thus separating Do Ruyter’s 
squadron from the rnmn body. Ho succeeded in sinking 
two of his ships, and very nearly capturing the admiral, 
when Van Tromp bore down in person, and prevented the 
irretrievable destruction of the entire squadron. This 
battle is also remarkable as having been the first in which 
chain-shot was brought into use, and as long as sails were 
^he chief motive power of ships, it was employed in naval 
* battles on account of the havoc it worked with the rigging. 
This novel shot the enemy now employed with tt'rrible 
effect. At almost the fii-st broadside one of these missiles 
deprived the country of a most pliant olliccr, almost 
cutting in two General Deane, and discharges of chain-shot 
all day swept the decks of the English ships with terrible 
effect. It is recorded of Monk that, seeing his friV 3 nd fall, 
he took the cloak from his own shoulders, and with the 
utmost composure covered his mangled body. 

Van Tromp displayed the greatest skill and courage, but 
the battle went apinst him throughout the day. Van 
Kelson— one of his rear-udmii-als— was blown ui) in his 
ship in the middle of the action, which, liow^evor, was 
continued wdth unflagging spirit, till darkness put a stop to 
further bloodshed for that day. The Dutch fleet bore up 
and made sail away, but Monk continued the pursuit. At 
noon of the 3rd the battle was renewed with great furv and 
result was still undecided, wdien about two o’clock 
^lake— who had also received intelligence of Van Tromp's 
depredations— appeared upon the scene with his squadron 
^ eigUeen fresh ships. On being apprised of bis approach, 
van i’romp made one last desperate effort to achieve a 
victory, Wore this srtong reinforcement deprived him of all 
tae of success He boro down on Adnlirul For,n’,a,g- 

met by so stubborn a resistance, that not only were his 

ship the Brederode, but the 
S W ^^y«/o»«wed |hem up, and a desperke hand- 
to-hand encounter ensued. Our countrymen drove the 
enemy down below, when Van TroZ^sortol T the 
ex^rdinmy expedient of blowing up^e deck • this ho 
did successfully, hurling into destnrctl^e iSrdet a^d 
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with them a large b amber of his own men. Some say 
that he fired with his own hand the magazine itself, which, 
however, was at a low ebb as regards the amount of 
ammunition it contained, or the result must have involved 
the destruction of the ship with every soul on board. 
Others assert that the magazine exploded accidentally, but 
whichever is the true version, certain it is that Van Tromp 
escaped unhurt. He now shifted his fiag to a frigate, iq 
which he passed through the fleet in order to show his 
men that lie still lived, and used all his efforts to encourage 
them to continue the action. But his exertions were vain. 
Nothing was left for our gallant enemies — who had done all 
that brave men could to achieve success — ^but to retreat. 
This Van Troinp did in good order, reaching the Texel 
next morning ; but he left behind him eleven of his ships, 
with 1,300 prisoners, among them two rear-admirals and 
six captains ; while six more vessels — one bearing the flag 
of Bear- Admiral Kelson — were blown up, and three sunk. 
Our loss only consisted of 126 men, among them Admiral, 
or rather General — as was his proper designation — Deane, 
killed, and 236 wounded. Not a ship was either captured 
or burnt, though many were much cut up in spars, rigging, 
and sails. 

The Dutch Government, under the advice of their 
admirals, now sued for peace ; but, encouraged by the fact 
that Blake, who was suffering much from the wound he had 
received in the battle of February, had been compelled to 
resign the chief command, they continued their prepara- 
tions for renewing the war. Van Tromp soon found him- 
self at the head of a magnificent fleet, fully manned, and 
well found, and then all negotiations were broken off, and 
resort was once more had to the arbitrament of battle. On 
the 31st July, 1653, the rival fleets met for the last time in 
this war, and the most sanguinary of the naval engagements 
of modem times ensued, chiefly owing to an unprecedented 
order issued by Monk, that no quarter should be given, 
and no vessel should be captured. 

The British fleet, under the chief command of Monk, as- 
sisted by those renowned seamen, Penn, Lawson, Jordan, and 
others, consisted, including fire-ships (then considered essential 
adjuncts of a fleet), of 120 ships, carrying 4,000 guns and 
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17,000 men. Van Tromp first put to sea (according to a 
memorandum derived from Dutch sources, which can be 
seen in the “ Memorials of Penn”) with 83 men-of-War, four 
fire-ships, and 25 armed merchantmen ; ho was afterwards 
reinforced by Do Witt with 25 nien-of-war, and four or five 
fire-ships, making an aggregate of 116 ships, exclusive oi* 
the 25 merchantmen. Thus it will bo seen that the riySu 
fleets were not ill-matched, tbougli the advantage decidedly 
, fay with our antagonists. Both sides were inspired with 
the deadliest hatred and ferocity, and the British comman- 
der-in-chiefs bloodthirsty order met with the entire ap- 
proval of his men. 

The two fleets boro down upon one another in line, Van 
Tromp having the advantage of the weather-gage, and every 
ship was quickly engaged. Soon two of our vessels, the 
Oak and the Worcester, wore set on fire by a fire-ship, and 
the Triumph, Blake’s old ship, was also in flames, and was 
saved from destruction with the utmost difficulty. Van 
Tromp was about to engage Monk’s ship, when a musket 
ball ifierced his heart, and ho fell dead on the quarter-deck. 
Tho intelligence of his death spread through both fleets ; it 
was received with exultiition by the British crews, while 
tho Dutch seamen, who regarded the dead hero as their 
idol, were filled with a corresponding feeling of dismay. 
One after another, the Dutch ships “ hauled their wind,’' 
and made sail in retreat, while the English men-of-war 
pursued with vigour, and with a relentless cruelty only too 
much in consonance with the - orders issued by Monk. A 
French gentleman, who witnessed the battle from on board 
a small vessel, writes : — “ The smoko dispersing, the two 
fleets were seen in a condition which showed the horrible 
fury of the conflict. The whole sea was covered with dead 
bodies, with fragments, and with hulls of ships, still 
smoking or burning. Throughout the remainder of the two 
fleets were seen only dismasted vessels, and sails perforated 
throughout by cannon-balls. Nearly thirty ships perished 
between the two parties, and the English, having pursued 
the^ enemy as far as the Texel, had the honour of the victory, 
wMch cost them as dear as it did the vanquished.” In 
this, however, the French narrator was mistaken. On our 
side, the loss consisted of seven captains and 500 men 
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killed, and five captains and 800 men wounded, besides three 
shij^s lost. The Dutch casualties were as follow : — slain, 
1,200,* among whom were many officers of distinction 
besides Van Tromp; — drowned, 1,500; — ^wounded, 2,500; 
prisoners, 1,000. Twenty-six men-of-war were burnt or 
sunk, but there is an ominous silence as to any having 
been captured. 

This battle off the Texcl is memorable, in a professional 
point of view, from having been the first in which fleeiia 
fought in line in a regular order of battle, and there is little 
doubt that the credit of originating this formation is due 
to the experienced Dutch seaman who .fell in his country’s 
cause. The victory of the 31st July was decisive, and the 
Dutch Government, recognizing the futility of further re- 
sistance, concluded a peace, of which one clause admitted 
the obligation to salute the British flag in the Channel, the 
refusal to do which had been the primary cause of hosti- 
lities. The Dutch acknowledged the loss during the war, 
which had lasted only twenty-three months, of 1,100 mcn-of- 
war and merchantmen, valued at six millions sterling, while 
our computation placed the total at 1,700 ships. 

The Commonwealth could not reward its victorious 
officers with titles or orders of chivalry, but Penn, hitherto 
a vice-admiral, succeeded to Deane’s rank, and was called 
a general-at-sea ; Lawson was raised to the rank of vice- 
admiral ; and Commodore Bodley, who had fought Van 
Galen with such consf)icuous gallantry, was made a rear- 
admiral. Blake and Monk being already admirals could re- 
ceive no higher rank, but Parliament, though it did not 
even confer a grant of money or a pension, rewarded them 
and the higher officers by the gift of heavy gold chains, 
descending in value with the gradations of their ranks, 
while medals were struck for the rest. It may appear 
strange to us, who have been accustomed, after every war, 
both great and little, to a wholesale investiture of the 
Bath — or “ shower-bath,” as the irreverent have called it 
—with the consequent heartburnings, that this somewhat 
meagre distribution of rewards amply satisfied the sucs- 
cessful warriors. 

* Another aooonnt places the killed at 5,000, and the ships lost at 
32, bnt there is no mention of prisoners or captured ships. 
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CHAPTER IV*. 

1654-1666. 

Admiral Penn takes Jamaica— Blake at Tunis and Algiers— His Arbi* 
trary conduct at Malaga — His great Victory at Santa Cruz — Death 
of Blako — Victory;of the 3rd of June, 1665, gained off Lowestoft by 
the Duke of York- The Four Days* Battle in the Channel, 
Ist to 4th of June, 1666 — Defeat of the Dutch on the 25th of July, 
1666, off the North Foreland. 

In the latter part of 1654 Cromwell despatched two expedi- 
tions from the shores of England, one under Blake, with 
the object of intimidating Spain, though we were not at 
war with that power, and the other under Admiral Penn, 
to seize some of her rich possessions in the West Indies. 
Acting according to the instructions contained in his sealed 
orders, wliich lie was directed to open when some days out 
at sea, Penn steered for Hispaniola, which he was instnicted 
to attack. The enterprise, however, failed, owing to the 
fleet and land-forces being inadequately provided with food 
or ammunition. Neither the admiral nor his coadjutor. 
Colonel Venables, was prepared to return homo empty- 
handed, so they resolved to try their fortune against Jamaica^ 
That magnificent island surrendered without striking a 
blow, and it has ever since remained a valuable though 
troublesome appanage of the British Crown. 

Blake was directed by Cromwell to proceed, in tho first 
instance, into the Mediterranean, and demand compensa- 
tion of the Grand Duke of Tuscany, to the amount of 
£60,000, for damage and loss inflicted on the English in his 
dominions both by Prince Rupert and the Dutch, and then 
his orders empowered him to sail to the Barbary coast, and 
insist that the rovers from Algiers, Tripoli, and Tunis, should ^ 
no longer infest the adjacent waters, and plunder and torture 
the unhappy Christians, as had been their practice hitherto. 
Blake, having for his coadjutors Vice-Admiral Badeley and 
Rear-Admiral Jordan, sailed for Leghorn with twenty large 
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ships and five smaller vessels, hut the Grand Duke having 
accepted his terms, and paid the required indemnity, he 
proceeded to Tunis. On the 8th March, 1655, Blake 
sailed into Golctta Roads, and in peremptory terms 'de- 
manded that some English trading-vessels, recently seized, 
should be restored to him, that the captive crews should be 
released, and ample reparation made for the wrong done to 
them and to the honour of England. The Dey, confident 
in the strength of his defences, insolently replied that ho 
should “ look at his castles of Goletta and ]?orto Farino, and 
do his worst ; ” and forthwith Blake made preparations for 
securing a favourable response from those, fortresses. Truly 
the Dey was not without warrant for his confidence ; for 
the works of Tunis were of a most formidable characte^r. 
The shore y^as lined with batteries, mounting 120 guns, in 
addition to the castles, the walls of which were of enormous 
thickness and strongtli. 

At daybreak, on the 4tli April, Blake ordered that Divine 
Service should be read on board every ship of his fleet, and 
then ranged up. within muskot-shot of the batteries, upon 
which he opened a most tremendous fire. While his ships 
continued the bombardment of those defences, the boats of 
the fleet, with the fire-ships, were despatched, under cover of 
a heavy fire, into the harbour, for the purpose of destroying 
the piratical shipping, which had spread terror from the 
Straits of Gibraltar to the waters of the Levant. Tlic 
operations were crowned with complete success j the bat- 
teries were silenced, the castles breached in many places, so 
that the British admiral could have carried them by assault 
had he chosen to land his men for that purpose, and every 
vessel was burnt or destroyed, and these signal results were 
attained with the loss of only twenty-five men killed, and 
forty-eight wounded. 

Without waiting to enter into terms witli the now hum- 
bled Dey, Blake instantly sailed for Tripoli and Algiere ; 
but the potentates of those states, having learned the 
punishment that had been inflicted upon their brother corsair 
of Tunis for his contumacy, spared the iiTesistible sailor 
the necessity of repeating the lesson, and submitted to all 
his demands ; though at Algieiu, on a representation being 
made to Blake that the English slaves were private pro- 

s 
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perty, lie consented to pay a sum of money for their ransom, 
the Dey, on his pait, undertaking that English vessels should 
for the future bo exempt from all molestation by his cruisers. 
Blake now returned to Tunis, and found the ruler of that 
itate in a submissive frame of mind; not only were all 
English captives surrendered, but some unfortunate Dutch- 
nen, whom ho demanded, were yielded up to him. In 
iccordanoe with his original secret instructions, the admiral 
low sailed for the coast of Spain, in order to check any 
efforts the Spaniards might make to send a force to oppose 
Penn’s aggressions in the West Indies. A curious anecdote 
s related of him, which will be of interest, as it places in 
Jie strongest light the position of naval pre-eminence to 
vhich England had at this time attained, and the extrava- 
gant pretensions Blake, with the full approval of.Cromwell, 
)ut forward on behalf of this country. 

The British fleet having put into Malaga, some of his 
jailors, who had landed and were rambling about the town, 
insulted a procession of priests carrying the Host. The 
national pride of one of these clerics prevailing over the 
requirements of his peaceful calling, he excited the popu- 
lace to avenge the desecration of this sacred symbol of 
their religion. The people rose upon the sailors, beat them 
severely, and drove them back to their ships. Blake took 
up the cause of his men, demanded the surrender of the 
priest, and threatened, in case of refusal, to bum the town. 
Such a threat from a man so well known for keeping his 
word in such matters was not to be disregarded, and tho 
priest was sent on board the George, Blake’s flag-ship. The 
admiral instituted an inquiry into the matter, and, with an 
impartiality that does him infinite credit, condemned, the 
conduct of his men, as having been the aggressors, and dis- 
missed the priest in safety. But this act of justice was 
accompanied by the extraordinary declaration that, in 
future, complaints of his sailors* conduct were to be sent to 
him alone, and that he wished the Spaniards and all tho 
world to understand that Englishmen were to be punished 
only by Englishmen. No more indefensible claim was ever 
advanced ; but, nevertheless, so great was the terror of his 
name, that the Spaniards, than whom no more haughty 
people exist, quietly acquiesced in it, Cromwell, when he 
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neara of the incident, reported the whole circumstances, 
with expressions of the warmest approval, to his council, 
affirming that he would make the name of Englishman as 
great as the name of Roman had ever been in the ancient 
world. Tliis, we believe, is the first enunciation of the 

Civis Romanus sum ” doctrine, for uifiiolding which Lord 
Palmerston was so famous during his career as Secretary of , 
State for Foreign Aftairs. 

However, the duty of disputing this pretension lay mani- 
festly with foreign nations, but they appear to have coin- 
cided with Blake’s view of the transaction that gave rise tb 
it ; while, as regards the general applicability of the doctrine, ^ 
they seem to have been impressed, not so much by the arbi- 
trary violation of law and justice involved in its execution, 
as with the boldness which could advance, and the undoubted 
power which could support and enforce, its requirements. 

Perhaps it may be said that in our more prosaic age we 
have gone to the other extreme, and take affronts as calmly 
as our more warlike forefiithers would have proceeded to 
wipe them out in tho blood of the offenders ; but we are 
treading upon delicate, because debateable, ground, and as 
we are not particularly imxious to have applied to us the 
saying thfit ‘‘ fools rush in where angels ” (in this instance 
represented by politicians) ‘‘ fear to tread,” we will retrace 
our steps, and proceed with our narration. 

Blake proceeded to Cadiz, and from thence returned to 
England, he himself being in bad health, and his ships re- 
quiring repair. Soon after this, Philip, king of Spain, for- 
mally declared war, and Blake was again appointed to the 
chief command of a fleet, with which he sailed in February, 
1656, for the Spanish coast, having as his second in com- 
mand Rear-Admiral Montagu, an officer destined to attain 
eminence in his profession. 

Blake blockaded tho Tagus and Cadiz, detaching one 
squadron to burn some ships in Malaga Harbour, and 
another, under Captain Stayner, to intercept some galleons 
laden with treasure from Mexico. This officer sank two of 
these treasure-ships, and captured two more, laden with so 
valuable a cargo of gold and jewels that it took thirty-eight 
waggons to transport the booty from Portsmouth to London. 
Thoughout the whole winter Blake maintained a strict 
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blockade of the Spanish vessels, until in April, 1657, hearing: 
that the great silver fleet, for which he had long been 
waiting, was on its way to Spain, and had put in at the 
harbour of Santa Cruz, in Teneriffe, ho set sail with his 
entire fleet of twoiity-fivo ships. 

He arrived at the Canary Islands on the 18th of the 
month, and them found the flotilla, consisting of twenty-two 
* large vessels, all laden with the most precious merchandise 
of the New World, and heavily armed. The town of Santa 
Cruz lies in a docply-indented bay, and the harbour was 
fortified with castles and batteries of great strength, tho 
guns of the latter being only a few feet above tho water’s 
edge. So confident was the Governor that these works 
were fully equal to tho defence of the town and the treasure- 
ships, that when a Dutch vessel, fearful of capture,* prepared 
to escape, he contemptuously told her captain that “ho 
might retire if he pleased, and that Blake might come in if 
he dared.” Of course Blake did dare ; for there was literally 
nothing that this dauntless seaman would not have under- 
.taken with his British hearts of oak. 

The wind was blowing steadily into the harbour, and, as 
this would prevent the possibilityofhis bringing the galleons 
out, he resolved to destroy them at their moorings. Divid- 
ing his fleet'into two portions, he entrusted one squadron to 
Captain Stayner, who was to assail the treasure-sliij)s, while 
he, with the other division, attacked the fortified works. 
This daring plan was rewarded with complete success. 
Laying his ships as near the batteries as he could, he drew 
upon himself their whole fire, replying with a cannonade 
that was not less effective than tremendous. After an en- 
gagement which lasted with the utmost fury for four hours, 
he had either dismounted or silenced the enemy’s guns, and 
in a position to assist Captain Stayner, who had ‘met. 
with considerable opposition in his work of destruction. In 
two hours, every Spanish galleon was cither sunk or burnt, 
and now nothing remained but to return to tho open sea. 
But to sail out of the harbour was not so easy as to sail into 
it. Ijio wind, which was “ right aft ” before, would be now 
“ dead ahead,” and with ships crippled in theii* rigging by a 
severe engagement, to beat out of a naiTOw harbour lined 
with hostile batteries, which, although silenced, contained 
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iarge numbers of men who could easily board and capture 
any ships that went ashore, or, from the confined area of 
the anchorage, were unable to make their exit, this was a 
task requiring a combination of boldness and good seaman- 
ship which, we may say without fear of contradiction, fow, if 
any admirals, except the immortal Nelson, and perhaps Lord 
Cochrane, would have attempted. Had it come to blow, or 
even had the wind remained in the quarter from which it 
came when he made his attack, he would, in all probability, • 
have lost some of his ships ; but marvellous good luck, the for- 
tune he well merited for his dauntless valour, stood by the 
gi’eat sailor — the w^ind suddenly shifted, and with a “ fi!bw- 
ing sheet,’* Blake sailed out of Santa Cruz Harbour as he 
liad sailed in. 

This operation, one of the most perilous recorded in naval 
warfare* cost the victors only 48 men killed and 120 
wounded. 

Blake now sailed for England ; but he was not destined 
to receive the applause of his countrymen, who gloried in 
Jiis achievements. His health had long been failing, and 
was now quite broken, and confinement on board ship, with 
the accompanying diet, had afi'ected him with dropsy and 
scurvy. He daily grew worse, and, on the 17th August, as 
liis ship was entering Plymouth Sound, he died, leaving 
behind him a name that, in our naval annals, is only second 
to the victor of the Nile and Trafalgar. His patriotism 
was pure and unselfish, and his only aim was to contribute 
to the glory and welfare of his native land. Even the Royal- 
ists admired and applauded him, and Clarendon, the great 
historian of the Civil War, says of him : — “ He was the first 
man who brought ships to contemn castles on shore, which 
had been thought ever very formidable, and were discovered 
by him to make a noise only, and to fright those who could 
rarely be hurt by them; and though he had been very well imi- 
tated and followed, he was the first that gave the example of 
that kind of naval courage and bold resolute achievement.” 

In 1658 Cromwell died, and on the 23rd May, 1660, 
Charles II. embarked at Scheveling on board the Royal 
Chmles^ hitherto called the NoiSehy^ Admiral Blake's flag- 
ship, of 80 guns. Monk was chiefly instrumental in bringing 
back the House of Stuart, and the squadron which escorted 
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the exiled prince was commanded by Montagu, who, with 
Lawson, was the principal agent in securing the co-opcration 
of the fleet. Montagu was created Earl of Sandwich, while 
Lawson, Stayner, and Ayscough were knighted, partly for 
their services, but in a measure also for their well-known 
leaning to the Royal cause under the Commonwealth. The 
King’s brother, the Duke of York, was created Lord High 
Admiral, as a special mark of favour to the navy. 

The only naval operations during this year were the sur- 
render of Tangier, which had become the property of the 
nation as a portion of the queen’s dowry, and the submis- 
sifln of the Dey of Algid’S to a demand for the renewal of 
the treaty he had made with Blake, which was enforced by 
tlie guns of a squadron commanded by Sir John Lawson. 

But a hostile feeling was growing up againsj) our old 
enemies the Dutch, who, being restive, as Avell they might 
be, under the obligation to salute our flag, were not unwilling 
to test the ability of the Royal officers to repeat the naval 
feats of the Commonwealth. A pretext was not long 
wanting. Our merchants alleged that they had unfairly 
occupied Cape Coast Castle, in our African possessions, and 
Sir Robert Holmes was despatched with a squadron, thither 
to make reprisals. He recovered Cape Coast Castle, took 
the island of Goree, and, crossing the Atlantic, reduced one 
of the principal Dutch settlements on the North American 
continent, which he called New York in honour of the 
Lord High Admiral, a name which it bears at the present 
day. The Dutch Government retaliated by sending De 
Ruyter to the African coast, who destroyed several forts 
belonging to the African trading company. 

Almost immediately after his return early in 1665, the 
Dutch made a formal declaration of war, an announcement 
which was received with enthusiasm in this country. 

A large fleet was at once fitted out under the supreme 
command of H.R.II. the Duke of York, who had under 
experienced seamen and great captains. Sir 
William Penn was appointed “great Captain-commander” 
in the^ Duke’s ship, the Royal Charles^ and the admirals of 
the division under his Royal Highness’s more immediate 
command were Sir John Lawson and Sir W. Berkeley. 
With Prince Rupert’s squadron were Vice- Admirals 
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Christopher and Myngs, and with that of the Earl of 
Sandwich, who commanded the third division, were Sir 
George Ayscough and T. Tiddiman/^ The grand total of 
this fleet, exclusive of fire-ships, was 110 men-of-war, 
carrying 4,537 guns, and manned with 22,206 men. 

Not less formidable was the enemy’s fleet. It consisted 
of 103 ships of war, and 11 fire-ships, while some of the 
number were larger than the finest ships we could oppose , 
to them. The chief command was conferred on Opdam, a 
pupil of Van Tromp ; and a son of that hero, known as 
Cornelius Tromp, and Evertzen were his chief admirals, the 
latter being a seaman of tried ability. * 

While at the Nore on the 8th March, the London, of 
80 guns, bearing the flag of Sir John Lawson, caught fire, 
and blew pp, causing a loss of 300 men, in addition to that 
sustained by the country by the destruction of one of the 
finest ships in the navy. Sir John now hoisted his flag 
in the Royal Oak, of 76 guns. The British fleet put to 
sea in April, and stood towards the coast of Holland, but, 
meeting with bad weather, was obliged to return, and 
brought to an anchor at Solebay, on tlio 1st of June. At 
noon of that day the Dutch fleet hove in sight, and the 
Duke of York immediately proceeded to encounter it. 
After various manceuvres, which tended to the advantage 
of the English from their superior seamanship, the battle 
commenced on the morning of the 3rd June, at a point in 
the vicinity of Lowestoft. The English line was formed 
on the port tack, extending several miles. Prince Bnpert’s 
being the van division, the Duke of York’s the centre, 
and the Earl of Sandwich brought up the rear with his 
squadron. On the side of the Dutch, Cornelius Tromp led 
the van, and Baron Opdam the centre. The enemy com- 
menced the action at three in the morning, by a vigorous 
cannonade from their leading ship, which was taken up by 
the ships of the entire fleet as they passed eacli other on 
opposite tacks. At 6 a.ni. the English fleet tacked by 
signal, as did also the Dutch, when the two fleets again 
closed, and the action recommenced. The Dutch had gained 
a little in their last tack, but not being able or willing to- 


a See Memoxiala of Penn,’* vol. ii. 
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cut the English line, bore up and passed to leeward again, 
as they had done before. The rear squadron of our ships 
now again tacked, the sooner to close with the enemy. Sir 
John Lawson, a very able and practical seaman, gdlantly 
led the English line, with the Duke of York’s ship, the 
Hoyal Chfirks, a little astern. It was about an hour after 
noon that the van of the Dutch, having again tacked, 
weathered ujion tlie leading English ships ; — but though 
this might have been an advantage to them, it became 
the priiiniry cause of their discomfiture, for seizing their 
opportunity, our admirals repeated Lawson’s manoeuvre of 
cutting the encmj’^s line. The action now became general, 
and was hotly contested on both sides. The Lord High 
Admiral’s ship, under the command of Sir William Penn, 
engaged Opdam’s flagship with such effect that, about three 
o’clock she blew up with all on board, including' the Dutch 
commandor-in-cliief. Some of the enemy’s vessels ran foul 
of each other, and got so entangled together that several 
were burnt by a fire-ship. After their line was cut in two, 
the van, without attempting to succour tho centre and rear, 
made the best ol its way to the Texcl. 

Thus tho battle, which had lasted tho whole of a long 
summer day, ended in a complete victory for the English, 
though it w’as not followed up by a vigorous pursuit of tho 
enemy, as would have been the case had Blake, or even Penn 
or Lawson, been entrusted with the supreme direction of 
affairs. Many reasons were alleged for this neglect, tho 
most probable being that the Duke of York’s officers were* 
fearful of exposing him to great danger ; indeed, Brounker, 
who was said to have taken upon himself to direct tliat sail 
should be shortened, was dismissed from the service of his 
Royal Highness, and expelledfrom the House of Commons, 
ot which he was a member. Nevertheless, the Dutch loss 
was very heavy. Mr. Granville Penn, in the “ Memorials 
of his father, sums it up as “24 ships taken, burnt, or 
sunk ; 2,500 prisoners, besides the slain and wounded 
these were stated to amount to 8,000 men. Among tho 
Dutch commanders killed, besides the commander-in>chief 
Baron Opdam, were Yice-Admiral Schram, and Lieu- 
tenant-Admirals Corfenaer and Stellingworth. Our loss 
cannot bo considered as severe. One ship, the Charity^ 
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was captured. The total number of killed is stated at 
250, of wounded at 340. Among the former were Rear- 
Admiral Sausum, and Captain the Earl of Marlborough, 
who commanded the Old Jaines^ of 08 guns. 

The Dutch, however, were not dishcai-tened by this defeat, 
but set themselves so vigorously to work repai-ing their old 
ships and building new ones, that they were enabled to 
take the sea, in 1606, with a magnificent fleet, numbering,^ 
according to Lediard, 71 sail of the line, 12 frigates, 13 . 
fire-ships, and 8 yachts, cariying 4,716 guns and 22,000 
men. This formidable force was placed under the chief 
command of that veteran seaman Do Ruyter, having as his 
•colleagues Cornelius Tromp and Evertzen, as well as Do 
Witt, the cliief minister, or “ Pensionary,” of Holland. 
The English fleet was nearly equal in numbers, but un- 
fortunately, some false intelligence received, to the effect 
that a squadron of the French king, with whom we were 
also at war, was at Bclleisle, and ready to proceed to sea, 
induced the British Government to detach 20 sail, under 
Prince Rupert, to the mouth of the Channel, to prevent the 
French forming a junction with De Ruyter. The depar- 
ture of this squadron reduced the fleet of Monk (created on 
the Restoration, in which he took' a most prominent part, 
Duke of Albemarle) to only 60 ships, a force manifestly 
unable to cope with such formidable rivals for the supremacy 
of the sea as we had always found the Dutch to be. Monk, 
however, though not an experienced or able seaman, was a 
man of great personal courage, and when, as he was cruising 
near the Goodwins on the 1st June, the signal was made 
that the Dutch fleet was approaching, instead of drawing 
the enemy to the westward and postponing a general action 
until he was joined by Prince Rupert, a course dictated by 
prudence in view ol his great numeric^ inferiority, he boie 
•down on the Dutch fleet. 

De Ruyter was standing under easy sail to the northward 
on the port tack, with a fresli wind blowing from the south- 
west, and the English, in accordance with the usual practice 
of manoeuvring for the weather-gage, retained it, although 
it put them to the great disadvantage of being under the 
necessity of closing their lee lower-deck ports. The Dutch, 
vonthe other hand, were enabled to keep open their weather 
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lower-deck ports, from which they kept up a heavy fire, 
which, early in the action, told with great effect on the 
rigging and crowded decks of their opponents. The battle 
which ensued lasted four daj^s, and was the longest in the 
annals of war, with the exception of the conflict with the 
Spanish Armada. Each night the rival fleets hauled off to 
rej>air damages, only to renew the engagement on the follow- 
.ing morning with unabated fierceness and animosity. There 
was little manoeuvring ; the ships engaged each other at 
close quarters, and tlie carnage on both sides was frightful. 
On the first day Tromp’s ship was so much injured that he 
was under the necessity of shifting his flag. De Ruytor 
himself was in the most imminent danger, and one Dutch 
ship was blown up. Towards evening the ship of E,car- 
Adrniral of the White Sir John Harman was surrounded 
by the enemy ; but he succeeded in sinking three fire-ships, 
and Admii'al Eveitzcn, an expeiienced seaman, was killed. 
Sir John Hannan was himself wounded, and his ship, in 
maintaining this unequal conflict, was reduced almost to a 
wreck. Another equally gallant ofiicer, Sir William 
Berkeley, V icc-Admiral of the White, was also engaged 
with three of his ships against an overpowering force ; 
and after he and a large portion of his men had fallen, 
all the three vessels w^ere taken. Night caused a temporary 
cessation of hostilities. 

During the early part of the second day, when there was 
little or no wind, both parties, and in particular the English, 
were employed in refitting, but shortly after noon, a breeze 
springing up from the southward, the fleets closed, and the 
action recommenced. Tromp was again hard pressed, and 
must have been captured had not De Ruyter rescued him, 
and the Dutch Vicc-Adminil Hulst was killed by a musket- 
ball. On this day three English ships were disabled, and 
night again separated the infuriated combatants. On the 
third day the wind sprung up from the eastward, and the 
Dutch — reinforced by 16 ships — commenced the action, 
when Monk bore up in the hope of falling in with Prince 
Rupert. Still preserving an undaunted front, with the Ifi 
fihips now alone left in a condition to fight, ho retreated in 
unbroken order of battle, the disabled ships ahead, the 
gallant 16 in line abreast, bringing up the rear. The Dutch 
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pursued under all sail, but only got near enough at 5 p.m. to 
open fire, which they did, however, with but little effect. 
Suddenly a fleet was descried ahead, and an anxious scrutiny 
assured the gallant Monk and his noble sailors that the 
ships were sailing under the Cross of St. George. Never 
was reinforcement more heartily welcome, but it came too 
late in the battle to convert a rcvei’se into a victory. It 
was Rupert’s squadron, and the prince of cavaliers — ever , 
eager for the fight — crowded all sail to effect a junction 
with the Duke of Albemarle. TJnfoitiunately, one of the 
English ships, the Royal Rrince^ of 78 guns, bearing the 
flag of Sir George Ayscoiigh, touched on the Galloper Sands, 
and was obliged to be left astern, when the Dutch took 
possession of her. 

The cnqmy, satisfied with the advantage they had gained, 
hauled their wind in order to return into port, but Monk 
and Rupert pursued and attacked them on the fourth day. 
On the whole, the result of this day’s battle was disastrous 
to the British ; for in spite of the accession of Rupert’s 
squadron. Do Ruyter’s superiority in numbers enabled him 
to inflict more damage than he sustained. 

Between 8 and 9 a.m., Sir Christopher Myngs commenced 
the battle with the headmost shi 2 )s, and fought until no 
longer in a condition to do so, when he bore up. The 
gallant admiral received a musket-ball in the throat, but 
refused to leave the deck or have the wound dressed, 
staunching the flow of blood with his hand : half an hour 
afterwards ho received another bullet-wound in the neck, of 
which he shortly expired. At length, towards evening. 
Monk drew off his ships, thus acknowledging himself 
vanquished, but it was a defeat scarcely less honourable than 
the most brilliant victory. The account of the losses sustained 
by both sides was, as was usual, very conflicting. Some 
writers place our loss at 9 or 10 ships captured or destroyed; 
others at 20, while it is certain that most of the fleet were 
so terribly mauled as to be unseaworthy. The loss in men 
■was also severe, amounting, according to Evelyn, to 600 
killed, including two admirals, 1,100 wounded, and 2,000 
prisoners, among whom was Sir George Ayscough. How- 
ever, the gallantry and devotion displayed by our seamen 
were not unavailing. All was lost, but certainly hououv 
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was gained. De Witt — and no man could speak with 
greatm- authority— thus expressed himself of British sailors, 
and the opinion, which ought to be preserved in our annals 
in letters of gold, must have brought balm to many a 
wounded seaman, as well as to the nation. ‘‘ Their defeat,” 
lie writes, “ did them more lionour than all their former 
victories. The Dutch fleet could never have been brought 
on again after such a fight as that on the first day, and he 
believed none but the English could ; and all that tlie 
Dutch had discovered was that Englishmen might bo killed, 
and Englisli sliii)3 might be burnt, but that English courage 
was invincible.” 

Notwithstanding these great losses, both fleets were again 
at sea in the course of a week. According to Sir W. 
Ooventiy’s statement, as recorded in Pepys’s Diary, the 
British fleet, commanded as before by the Duke of Albe- 
marle and Prince Bupert, who on this occasion embarked 
on board the same ship, consisted of 89 men-of-war, the 
smallest of which was a 40-gun frigate, and 18 fire-ships. 
The admirals were Sir Thomas Allen, Sir Jeremiah Smith 
(who boro his flag on board the Loyal London^ carrying 
800 men, and considered the finest ship in tho world). 
Sir Joseph Jordan, Sir Kobert Holmes, Sir Thomas Tiddi- 
man, and Sir Edward Spragge, who, though he died young, 
has left behind him a very high professional reputation. 
The Dutch fleet v/as commanded by De Buy ter and Cor- 
nelius Tromp, «and numbered one vessel less than the fleet 
to which it was opposed. 

On the 25th July, Monk and D6 Buyter again met off 
the North Foreland, and a sanguinary battle ensued. At 
noon Sir Thomas Allen, commanding the van or white 
squadron, commenced the action, and shortly afterwards the 
eentre, or red squadron, engaged De Buyter, and the fight 
continued for three hours with varying success. At length 
Sir Thomas Allen put to flight the squadron opposed to 
him, among the killed being Vice-Admiral De Vries, and 
Bear- Admiral Coenders, while Vice-Admiral Banequert’s 
ship was taken, but was afteiwards burnt, as was also the 
Sneik^ of 50 guns. The Duke and Prince Bupert so hardly 
pressed De Buyter that, being deserted by most ot his 
.ships, he bore up and joined his squadron to leeward, tho 
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Gvdderland^ of 66 guns, being disabled. Sir Jeremiah 
Smith, commanding the rear or blue squadron, attacked 
Troinp with equal vigour. . The Dutch vice-admirars ship 
was reduced almost to a wreck, having lost more than 100 
men, and Rear-Admiral Houtwyn was killed. Tromp him- 
self narrowly escaped capture at the hands of Sir Edward 
^pragge. 

Ship after ship struck its flag to the victorious British 
fleet j and when evening closed, De Ruyter, who, maddened 
by defeat, had in vain sought death in the thickest of the 
fight, was compelled to seek safety in flight. The victory 
was decisive. With the loss of only one ship, the Itasolu- 
tion, which was burnt by a fire-ship, and 300 men killed and 
wounded, Ave had taken, sunk, or biimt 20 sail of the 
enemy, while they mourned the loss of no less than 7,000 
menkilkid and wounded. Prince Rupert, with characteristic 
energy, crossed over to the Dutcli coast, where he destroyed 
a fleet of 160 merchantmen and two men-of-war ; after 
which he landed on the island of Schelling, where he burnt 
the chief town with its extensive magazines of naval stores. 

This great defeat disgusted the Dutch Avitli the war, and 
they sued for terms of peace. Their French allies did not 
appear inclined to try conclusions with the A^teran seamen 
who had fought and conquered under Blake and Monk, 
and a squadron which put to sea Avas glad enough to seek 
safety by a speedy return into port, after losing a fine 
7()-gun ship, the Eubi/, which fell into tlic hands of Sir 
Thomas Allen. At this time took place an event unpre- 
cedented in our annals, and avIucIi, in the opinion of every 
jmtriotic Englishman, must cover with disgrace the name of 
Charles II. and his ministers. 
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CHAPTER Y. 

1667-1704, 

l>e Bnyter sails np the Medway and burns Sheerness— Sir Edward 
Spragge reduces the Algerines to submission — Battle between the 
Duke of York and Do Buyter on the 28th May, 1672, and death of 
Lord Sandwich— Battles of the 28th May, 4th. June, and 11th 
August, 1673, and death of Sir Edward Spragge — ^Battle off Cape 
La Hogue, 19th May, 1692 — Sir George Hooke’s action with De 
Tourville, and other operations in the Mediterranean and on the 
coast of France, 1693-1702 — Sir George Hooke’s victory m YigoBay 
— Admiral Benbow’s last action in the West Indies. 

Charles IT., lulled into a sense of security by the sugges- 
tions of the French king, who advised him to reduce his 
navy as a proof of the good faith with which he entered 
into negotiations with the Dutch Government, gave direc- 
tions to lay up most of his ships in ordinary and disband 
his seamen. Unfoi'tunately, there was a more discreditable 
reason than that of having been duped, which weighed with 
this monarch in thus disarming before peace was concluded, 
and that at a time when De Kuyter was employing all his 
energy to take the sea again with a powerful squadron ; 
and it owed its origin to a disinclination on the part of 
Charles to burden his treasury with carrying on a war only 
productive of glory, when his indolent, pleasure-loving dis- 
position prompted him to squander all the money he could 
acc\imulate upon disreputable men and still more disrepu- 
table women. The result was that this country was exposed 
to the deepest insult that perhaps it has sustained since the 
Norman invasion. 

In the .spring of 16 07, two small squadrons which were 
stationed at the Nore and Spithead, besides a third squadron 
in the West Indies, included all the ships that were com- 
missioned of the fleets that once conquered under the mighty 
Blake, and this notwithstanding that the Dutch dockyards 
were ringing with the din of preparation. No armistice 
having^ yet been agreed upon, on the 7th of June De lluyter. 
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with 70 ships, appeared off the mouth of the Thames, and 
sent a squadron to attack Sheemess. The garrison, being 
ill-prepared, were unable to offer any resistance ; the fort 
was taken, and the magazine of stores burnt and plundered. 
On receiving intelligence of this invasion, the greatest dis- 
may spread through London ; for the citizens saw that there 
was absolutely nothing to hinder the bold De Kuyter from 
sailing up the Thames and burning the capital itself. 

At this junctui'e the Duke of Albemarle was called by 
the unanimous voice of the nation to assume the chief com- 
mand. On the 11th of June he ariived at Chatham, ac- 
companied by Sir Edward Spragge, and one or two others 
of his most trusty officers. Here he found everything in 
disorder and confusion ; there were no men, and the autho- 
rities seemed to be only concerned in securing their own 
property from pillage. Some temporary batteries were, 
however, raised, and the garrison of Upnor Castle was 
strengthened. The duke proceeded to sink ships and throw 
a boom across the Medway, to impede the Dutch squadron ; 
but those were forced by the cnemy^s sliips, and De Ruyter 
advanced as far as XJpnor, upon which two of his vessels 
opened fire, while several fire-ships advanced further up 
and burnt the Loyal London^ the Great James^ and the 
Royal Oak, carrying off the Royal Charles in triumph, after 
which they retired. While these proceedings were in pro- 
gress up tlip Medway, the citizens of London sank ships at 
Woolwich and Black wall, though the bold attitude assumed 
by that gallant seaman, Sir Edward Spragge, alone saved 
the metropolis from an unwelcome visitation. 

When De Ruyter regained the river, this officer, having 
hastily collected together a small squadron, ventured to 
attack him, and inflicted considerable damage upon his 
fleet, though he was ultimately compelled to seek shelter 
under the guns of Tilbury. De Ruyter, satisfied with the 
damage he had done, and,' to use an expressive Yankeeism, 
the “ scare ” he had caused the wealthy Londoners, proceeded 
to Portsmouth, and from thence to Torbay, but was unable 
to cflcct anything at these places. He accordingly returned 
to the Thames, but was again encountered and defeated by 
Sir Edward Spragge. In the course of a few days, intel- 
ligence was received that a peace had been signed on the 
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21st July, upon which the Dutch fleet withdrew to its own 
shores. So ended tliis disgi*acelul episode in the history of 
our country ; disgracefhl alone to a libertine king and pusil- 
lanimous ministers, who cared nothing for the honour of 
England so long as they were at liberty to carouse or in- 
trigue with the taxes paid by tho peoi>le. How fallen was 
the country from its high estate under the Protector ! 

It is pleasant to have to chronicle that the year 16G7 did 
not close without successes which, in a military point of 
view, far out-balanccd the losses sustained at Shcemess. 

On the 10th May, being off St. Christopher, in tho West 
Indies, Sir John Harman, having with him only 12 frigates, 
encountered a combined French and Dutch sqiifidron of 22 
sail, and obtained a signal victory, burning five or six ships,, 
and sinking several others. Our sailors also took St. Eus- 
tatia, Tobago, and Surinam. A ])eace of five years’ dura- 
tion now ensued between ourselves and our old enemies the 
Dutch; but the navy was not idle, and British seamen 
earned fresh laurels in some desultory actions with Algerine 
pirates, who had forgotten tho lesson Blake had taught 
them. In 1008, Sir Thomas Allen, in conjunction with a 
Dutch squadron under Van Client, destroyed several cor- 
sairs, and released a number of Christian slaves ; but yet, in 
the following year, and in 1070, the Algerines had the- 
temerity to attack British frigates, though, in both instances, 
they were beaten off. In one of these conflicts, commemo- 
rated in a picture now in tlic Painted Hall at Greenwich, 
Captain Kempthome lost a large number of his men, and 
was himself mortally wounded. At length, in 1670, Sir 
Edward Spragge, who had been Lord Sandwich’s flag-cap- 
tain eight years before at Algiers, was despatched to chastise, 
these vermin with six frigates and a fire-ship, and with this 
small squadron most skilfully carried out all the operations 
he undertook. He attacked the principal part of the 
Algerine fleet in the harbour of Boujayah, and bursting tlie 
boom, silenced and almost totally destroyed the castles, and 
burned the whole of their shipping. The Algerines there- 
upon rose in revolt against the Doy, and, having murdered 
him, made their submission to the Engli sh admiral. 

A year after the treaty of 1667, Charles formed a triple 
alliance with Holland and Sweden, but, influenced by hia 
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minister, Clifford, one of the intriguing Cabal ministry, and 
his brother, the Duke of York, who were both llomaii 
Catholics, the English king treacherously proposed to Louis 
XIV. a compact, having for its object a war with Holland, 
as being a Protestant power, and the forcible conversion of 
his own subjects to the Pomish faith by means of French 
gold and soldiers. Feigning a firm adherence to the princi- 
ples of the triple alliance, Charles demanded from his parlia- 
ment a large grant in money and a powerful fleet. Having 
secured this, he despatched Sir Pobert Holmes, in March, 
1672, with a small squadron of ships, to intercept the Dutch 
merchant fleet from Smyrna. 

On the 13th March, the English admiral encountered 
these ships ; but, though taken by surprise, the Dutch ships 
offered a gallant and not unsuccessful resistance. Out of 
72 sail, only one was sunk and four were taken, the re- 
mainder effecting their escape. A few days after this 
flagrant act of treachery, war was declared by England and 
France against Holland. The Dutch speedilv sent to sea 
00 men-of-war (or, according to Papin, 72), and 40 fire-ships, 
commanded by the vetemn De Puyter, while the Duke of 
York and Lord Sandwich rallied under their flags to oppose 
him 65 ships, to which the French added 36 more, under 
Count d*Estr4es. 

Our fleet left Portsmouth, in company with the French 
squadron, early in May, and, after a short cruise, Avas lying 
ill Solebay on the coast of Suffolk, when on the 28th May, 
1672, De Puyter sailed in and commenced the attack. So 
unexpectedly did the enemy make their appearance that 
many ships were obliged to cut their cables, not having time 
to weigh their anchors ; indeed with any other than British 
seamen, a great disaster must have ensued, but the alacrity 
and steady courage of the English crews saved the day. The 
fight commenced at 8 a.m. by an attack upon the French 
fleet by Admiral Banequert ; but Count d’Estrees, whether 
from cowardice or, as was said, in obedience to orders 
received from Louis, soon bore away, and left his English 
allies to bear the brunt of the attack of the superior numbers 
of the enemy. The action that ensued was one of the most 
sanguinary and hotly contested of any that we had fought 
with our gallant adveimries, the Hollanders. 

F 
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The Duke of York’s squadron was first assailed by Do 
Huyter, and the St, Michael, the ship bearing his royal 
highness’s flag, lost her maintopmast, and was so much 
injured that the duke thought it necessary to shift his 
flag to the Loyal London, The Earl of Sandwich, who 
commanded the blue squadron, conducted himself with that 
bull-dog courage and contempt for danger for which he was 
. remarkable, even among his contemporaries of the navy. 
His flag was hoisted on board the Eoyal James, of 100 guns, 
which, os the largest ship present, attracted the fire of a 
great portion of the enemy’s fleet. The Great Holland, of 
80 guns, Captain Brackel, first attacked her, and was soon 
supported by Admiral Van Ghent and a squadron of fire- 
ships. The Great Holland attempted to cairy the earl’s flag- 
ship by boarding, while the fire-ships attacked her on every 
side. But Sandwich and his men were equal to the occasion. 
After a conflict of five hours* duration. Van Ghent was 
killed, three of the fire-ships were sunk, and the Great Hoi- 
Imd was beaten off with the loss of her captain and most of 
her officers, as well as two-thirds of her crew killed and 
wounded. The Royal James being reduced almost to a 
wreck, fell to leeward of her squadron, which was at the 
time too hard pressed to render her assistance. Of her crew 
of 1,000 men, 600 lay dead on her decks. The remainder 
were engaged in clearing away the wreck when a Dutch 
fire-ship struck her and set her on fire. The earl, her gal- 
lant commander, used every endeavour to extinguish tho 
flames, but without success j and he and nearly all the sur- 
vivors of his crew perished in the ship they had defended 
with such devoted heroism. 

Sir Bichard Haddock, captain of the Royal James, who 
was severely wounded, and a few of her men were picked 
up out of the sea ; but the catastrophe stands recorded in 
our history as a brilliant example of what deeds the British 
sailor is capable when influenced by stem obedience to the 
requirements of discipline and unflinching adherence to the 
calls of duty. 

The confusioii caused by the death of Van Ghent induced 
the Dutch to withdraw temporarily from the conflict, which 
gave the blue squadron an opportunity of uniting with the 
Duke of Y^ork’s, at that time attacked by the combined 
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divisions of Bancquert and De Ruyter. Thus reinforced, 
the duke was enabled to make some impression upon the 
enemy; Cornelius Evertzen was killed, and De Buyter, 
who was wounded, and his Rear-Admiral Allemand nar- 
rowly escaped destruction from a fire-ship. As it was, the 
Dutch commander-in-chief lost 150 men killed, and was 
obliged to sheer off from taking part in the engagement. 

The late Van Ghent’s squadron now appeared in support 
of the main division of the enemy’s fleet, and the fight raged 
with renewed fury until about 9 at night, when both fleets 
slackened their fire, and a separation took place as if by 
mutual consent. The result was a drawn battle, highly 
honourable to us, considering the great disparity of force ; 
for our French allies regarded the conflict from afar, 
evidently considering discretion the better part of valour. 

The losses on both sides were nearly equal : four of our 
ships were burnt, while, on the other hand, we captured 
the Stavereriy of 70 guns, the only ship taken in the action, 
and sunk or burnt two more, besides disabling the Great 
Holland, 

But the loss in men better proves how desperate was 
the conflict between the seamen of the two greatest naval 
powers of the day. Besides the Earl of Sandwich, says 
Allen, there were slain Captains Digby, of the Henry \ 
Pearce, of the aSA George ; Waterworth, of the Anne ; Sir 
Fretchville Holies, of the Cambridge; Sir John Fox, of the 
Prince ; and Hannan, of the Triumph, Of volunteers there 
were killed Lord Maidstone, Mr. Montagu, a relative of the 
Earl of Sandwich, whose family has ever since supplied 
many gallant seamen to our navy. Sir Philip Carteret, Sir 
Charles Harboard, Mr. Trevanion, and many other gentle- 
men of note. The total number of killed amounted to 2,500, 
and a like number of wounded. 

The Dutch did not publish any list of their casualties, 
but De Ruyter, in his letter describing the action, spoke of 
it as the hardest-fought battle he had ever witnessed That 
the English fleet was surprised was due to the culpable negli- 
gence of the Duke of York, to whom Lord Sandwich, it 
was said, pointed out their exposed position, and recom- 
mended some change in the positions of the ships; the 
duke, however, scorned the advice, and even reproached 
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him for it as being dictated more by fear than skill. Stung 
by this cruel aspersion, Sandwich resolved not to survive 
the battle, and, when his ship was in dames, refused to quit 
her. 

In the following year the operation of the Test Act, 
passed against all Eoman Catholics, deprived the Duke of 
York: — who had openly embraced that religion — of the 
chief command, and Prince Rupert was installed Lord High 
« Admiral, having under him Sir Edward Spragge and Sir 
John Harman. 

The first battle of the year 1673 took place on the 
anniversary of the sanguinary engagement at Solebay, the 
:^8th May. 

The French fieet was still attached to that of the English 
admiral, but they were rather an embarrassment, from their 
pusillanimous conduct, than of any material assistance. On 
the 28th of May Prince Rupert, being to windward, bore 
down upon the Dutch fleet, and Sir Edward Spragge gal- 
lantly attacked Cornelius Tromp, who was three times 
obliged to shift his flag, the ships he fought in being disabled. 
The Dutch were so hard pressed that they were compelled 
to retreat. 

Being reinforced by fresh ships, the Dutch once more put 
to sea, and on the 4th June the hostile fleets again met. 
Sir Edward Spragge singled out Tromp’s ship, and their 
squadrons engaged with great fury, and with heavy loss on 
both sides. At 10 p.m. the Dutch hauled their wind, and 
returned to their own shores. The allied fleets having 
landed their wounded, embarked 4,000 soldiers, intending 
to make a descent upon the coast of Zealand, and put 
to sea on the 17th June with that object. For a third 
time Prince Rupert, with only 60 ships and 30 French 
vessels, encountered a vast force of nearly 100 sail. The 
Dutch, having manoeuvred successfully during the night of 
the 10 th August, in order to gain the weather-gage, bore 
down on the combined fleets on the following morning. 
The French disgraced themselves by making sail in retreat, 
with the exception of one ship, the commander of which 
was subsequently sent to the Bastille as a punishment for 
his gallantry and high sense of honour. Snragge and 
Tromp, as before, vied with each other in deeds of chivalrous 
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valour. They singled out each other’s ships, and Spragge, 
who flew his flag on board the Royal Prince^ backed his 
main-topsail, and waited for the latter to come up in the 
Golden Lion, 

After a severe fight of three hours, the Royal Princo 
was dismasted, most of her upper tier of guns were dis- 
abled, and 450 out of the 750 men which composed her 
crew, were either killed or wounded. Nothing daunted, • 
Sir Edward shifted his flag to the St, George^ and engaged 
Tromp, who had also betaken himself to a fresh ship — ^the 
Comet, After engaging some time, the St, George lost her 
mainmast, when the gallant admiral took to his barge, 
intending to renew the conflict in the Royal Charles, 
Unhajjpily for his country and the service he adorned. Sir 
Edward ilever reached the ship ; a shot sank the barge and 
he was drowned, to the grief of all, including his gallant 
adversary. Thus perished as dashing and brilliant a seaman 
as the navy could boast. 

This engagement concluded the war, which was the last 
of a series of naval campaigns with Holland, whose sea- 
men we found the toughest of all those with whom we have 
yet waged war for the sovereignty of the deep. Peace was 
signed on the 9th Febmary, 1674, the Dutch agreeing to 
salute the national flag, as well as to pay full compensa- 
tion for the expenses incurred. 

While negotiations were in progress, an action took place 
between an English and Dutch frigate, which is remark- 
able as being the first of those duels which form so glorious 
a page in the history of this country. In this instance a 
fight was arranged between Captain Harman of the Tigevy 
of 40 guns, and Captain De Witt of the Schaerlaesy of 36 
guns, and carrying 90 more men than her adversary. The 
battle took place off* Cadiz, in presence of the citizens, who 
ci’owded the beach and heights. The first broadside of the 
2'iger killed or wounded 80 men, thus nearly equalizing 
her crew with that of the enemy, and brought the main- 
mast of the Schaerlaes down by the board. The English 
seamen soon boarded and carried the Dutch ship, losing 
altogether in the encounter only 24 men. 

In January, 1676, Sir John Narborough was sent with a 
squadron to chastise the pirates of Tripoli, and the expedi- 
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tion was crowned with complete success, owing chiefly to 
the skill of a young officer, Lieutenant Shovel, who subse- 
quently earned a great name, and rose to high distinction 
as Sir Cloudesley Shovel. Under his advice, the admiral 
decided to destroy the ships lying in the inner harbour. 
Young Shovel, who was entrusted with the boats of the 
squadron, first seized the guard-boat, thus preventing it from 
giving the alarm, and then proceeded, still unperceivcd, 
towards four ships, each mounting between 20 and 50 guns. 
These he surprised, and having burnt them all, returned 
without the loss of a single man. This was the last exploit 
of the fleet under the Stuarts. 

In 1688 James, who had lost the confidence of his people, 
was deserted by the greater part of his fleet and compelled 
to take refuge in France, while Wdliam of Orange, escorted 
by a powerful squadron under command of Admiral 
Herbert, landed at Torbay, and was proclaimed king amid 
the acclamations of the nation. With the glorious Hevo- 
lution of 1688 commences the era of war with Franco ; 
for the French king was not only bound to the Stuart 
family by relationship, but was induced by considerations 
of policy to regard with hostility the accession of the 
Dutch prince, whom he regarded as an usurper. In 
March, 1680, Louis, having sent a powerful fleet of 37 
ships to escort James to Kinsale, for the purpose of seeking 
to recover his throne. Admiral Herbert was despatched to 
Ireland with 22 sail. On the 15th May a partial and in- 
decisive engagement took place between the hostile fleets 
off Bantry Bay. William made the most of the affair, and 
more as a matter of policy to conciliate the navy, created 
Herbert Earl of Torrington, and knighted Captains Shovel 
and Ashby. An indecisive action between Torrington and 
De Tourville off Bcachy Head, and some minor affairs in 
the East Indies and the coast of Ireland, pavc.d the 
way for the great encounter off Cape La Hogue in 
May, 1692 — the first of those series of triumphs which 
ended in placing the British navy on the pinnacle of 
ffime it at present occupies. 

At tlie commencement of that year a formidable fleet was 
fitted out against the French, and placed under the ordoi-s 
of Admiral Edward Bussell (afterwards created Earl of 
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Orford), who had succeeded the Earl of Torrington, now 
placed at the head of the navy. This fleet, which was 
divided into the red and blue squadrons, numbered 63 line- 
of-battle ships, and carried 4,504 guns, and 27,725 men. 
The commander-in-chief, Admiral Eussell, who took the 
more immediate direction of the red squadron, had his flag 
(the Union Jack at the main) flying on board the Britannia^ 
having for his vice- and rear-^mirals, Sii* Ralph Delaval 
and Sir Cloudesley Shovel. The blue squadron was led by 
Sir John Ashby in the Victory (word of happy omen), with. 
Rookc and Carter as his vice- and rear-admirals. 

The French king, not content with assisting James in 
Ireland, had planned an invasion of England, and with this 
object used every exertion to strengthen his fleet. De 
Tourville^ who commanded it, put to sea early in May, in 
the hope that the Dutch division would not yet have 
cflected a junction with Russell, and that he would thus be 
able to encounter the hostile squadrons in detail. The 
English admiral had been meditating treachery against 
William’s Government, and was intriguing to bring J^ames 
back to his throne ; but in consequence of the manner in 
which the latter replied to his overtures, he now made up 
his mind to stand faithfully by the new order of things, and 
effected a junction with the Dutch squadron of 36 ships 
under Admiral Allemaiid. The grand total of the fleet now 
numbered 99 ships, having on board 6,998 guns, and 40,675 
men. De Tourville had under his orders, according to a 
list published by the French just before they put to sea, 63 
ships of the line, and a large number of smaller vessels. 

On the 18tli of May, the allied commanders sailed from 
Spithead, and had scarcely cleared the Isle of Wight when 
at daybreak on the following morning the French fleet was 
descried to the northward. At 8 a.m., our line of attack 
was formed ; -the Dutch in the van. Admiral Russell in the 
centre, and Sir John Ashby in the rear. De Tourville, con- 
sidering that his instructions compelled him to engage, not- 
withstanding the superiority of his enemy, made the signal 
for action, and with gi*eat gallantry bore down on the centre 
«nd rear of the British fleet. Admiral Russell, inspii'ed by 
-a chivalrous feeling for his brave antagonist, witliheld his 
Are, when he might have raked the advancing ships, and 
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ordered that the signal to engage should not be made until 
the French admiral had taken his own distance ; at the same 
time he signalled the Dutch squadron to tack. In conse- 
quence of the French evolution, Admiral Russell found him- 
self opposed to a force not greatly inferior to his own. 

Advancing until within musket-shot of the English line, 
De Toiirville, who flew his flag on board the Soleil Royals 
of 104 guns, hauled up, and being joined by five of his best 
ships, made a desperate attack on the Britannia, on board of 
which was tlie English commandcr-in-chief. Russell was 
at once joined by two of his ships, and with these he so 
successfully repelled his assailants, that after a fight of two 
hours, the Soleil Royal was so much cut up in sails, rigging, 
and spars, that she ceased firing, and was towed out of the 
action. De Tourville’s fleet in general shared ( no better 
than their admiral. Our officers showed not only great 
courage, but a far more thorough knowledge of seamanship 
than the enemy. Vice-Admiral Rooke and Rear-Admiral 
Shovel, in particular, distinguished themselves greatly by the 
manner in which they handled their squadrons. The firing 
a\used the light breeze to give place to a calm, and had it 
not been that a thick fog came on, it is probable that these 
distinguished seamen would have cut off the entire French 
fleet. 

During the course of the pursuit, which continued the 
whole of that night and the following day, several of the 
enemy’s ships were captured, and four were burnt by fire- 
ships. During the night of the 21st, a division of the 
French fleet, which had been watched by Sir John Ashby, 
succeeded in making their way through a most dangerous 
passage, known only to native pilots, to St. Malo. At 
noon of the 23rd May, the combined fleet had assembled oft* 
La Hogue, when Admiral Russell made the signal for all 
boats, manned and armed, to proceed to the destruction of 
the division of the French fleet that had taken refuge in the 
harbour. Vice-Admiral Hon. George Rooke was appointed 
to carry out this hazardous operation, and that officer having 
shifted his flag to the .BagU^ of 70 guns, which was of 
less draught than his own ship, proceeded to the attack. It 
was soon found that there was not enough water to float 
the smallest frigate j accordingly, when night closed in, ho 



GBEAT BATTLES OF THE BBITISH NAVY. 


73 


started with the boats alone, and, notwithstanding a sevei'e 
£re from the forts and shipping, boarded and set hre to six, 
of the men-of-war, but was obliged to desist from completing 
his design in consequence of the remainder being “ high and 
dry ” on the shore, and protected by a large body of troops. 
On the following morning the boats returned to the attack, 
and burnt all those they had left on the preceding night ; 
Yice-Admiral Delaval had previously destroyed three largo ^ 
ships, so that the total of the French loss amounted to 16 
large sail of the line, including i^BSoleil Eoyal^ and another 
first-rate vessel, and many transports. 

The French Government, nothing daunted by this gi*eat 
reverse, used such diligence in recruiting their fleet, that, 
by the beginning of the spring of 1693, they were able to 
send to sea a powerful fleet of above 100 sail, which they 
again placed under the command of De Tourville. The 
English ministry neglected the navy, and when, at the 
representation of the owners of our merchantmen, they con- 
sented to convoy the fleet of vessels trading to the Levant 
and Smyrna, fitted out a squadron of 13 men-of-war, to 
atfbrd the necessary protection. This small force, together 
with 10 Dutchmen and Hamburgers, was placed under the 
orders of Admiral Kooke, who had been knighted for his 
gallantry, and he was directed to convoy the vast fleet 
of 400 sail of merchantmen, consisting of English, Swedish, 
Dutch, and Danish ships. 

De Tourville had been for some time lying in Lagos Bay, 
or cruising about the adjacent headlands, when the first 
ships of the English convoy hove in sight. Sir George' 
Booke had been misinformed as to the strength of the 
French fleet, and continued to advance, until, about noon, 
he was undeceived as to their great numerical superiority. 
At about 3 p.m. of the 16th June, the combined English 
and Dutch squadrons were only four miles to windward of 
the French fleet, which, numbering above 100 sail, boro 
down upon them in resistless force. The English admiral 
was placed in a tenibly trying position, but he was equal 
to the occasion. With rare courage and presence of mind, 
Sir George Rooke signalled the merchantmen to disperse as 
widely as they could, and make for Cadiz, Ferrol, and St. 
Lucia, at the same time aflbrding them all the protection in 
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liis power, by placing ships between them and the enemy, 
and edging off imperceptibly to the westward. 

Having stood off* shore night under a heavy press of 
sail, he found himself the next morning in company with 
64 merchant-ships, and several men-of-war, with which he 
arrived in safety at Madeira. Had De Tourville not acted 
with gi-eat indecision, he must have captured a large portion 
» of the enormous convoy with its valuable cargo, while, 
it was, the whole number of ships taken and destroyed 
amounted to 90 sail, and two Dutch and one English men- 
of-war, which were captured after maintaining a gallant 
fight for several hours against vastly superior numbers. 

In i-etaliation for this blow, Commodore John Benbow, 
an officer who deservedly enjoys a high reputation in our 
annals, bombarded St. Malo, and destroyed some ships 
he found there. Our Government, having fitted out a fleet 
of 93 ships of the line, exclusive of frigates and fire-ships, 
early in 1694 despatched Admiral Russell to the Mediter- 
ranean with the main portion, while Lord Berkeley and Sir 
Cloudesley Shovel were entrusted with two powerful 
squadrons to operate on the enemy’s coasts. Lord Berke- 
ley’s attack on Brest failed, owing to the strength of the 
fortifications raised by the genius of Vauban ; but he was 
more successful at Dieppe, which he burnt, and at Havre, 
which he bombarded, destroying a greater portion of the town. 
Sir Cloudesley Shovel, after an unsuccessful attempt to bum 
Dunkirk, made his way to Calais, which he shelled with 
great effect. A portion of Admiral Russell’s fleet took or 
destroyed 52 French merchantmen and some war vessels, 
while he himself proceeded to the Mediterranean with a 
combined English and Dutch fleet of 63 sail, with which he 
raised the siege of Barcelona, which was on the point 
of surrendering, and forced De Tourville to withdraw to 
Toulon. One squadron, consisting of the Plymouth, of 60 
guns, and five frigates, captured, after a hard-fought 
ranning action, protracted for 36 hours, two French line-of- 
battle iSdps, though Commodore Kelligrew of the Plymouth 
fell a saci^ce to his gallantry. 

In the year 1700, William, having entered into an 
alliance with the youthful Charles XII. of Sweden, sent 
Sir George Rooke with a powerful fleet to coerce Denmark, 
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'whidi had been stirred up by Russian intrigues to act 
against that rising Scandinaviau power. The British fleet 
appeared off Copenhagen, but all necessity for testing the 
prowess of our seamen against its batteries, as has been 
subsequently done more than once, was obviated by a 
timely surrender. 

In March 1702 that truly great sovereign William III. 
•expired, and was succeeded by Anne, daughter of James II. ; 
this exiled monarch having died the previous year, the 
title of his son to the crown of England was recognized by 
Louis, in spite of the terms of the treaty of Ryswick. 

Within two months of the accession of Anne war was 
declared against the French king by England, Holland, and 
Germany, and while Marlborough was sent to command the 
army in the Netherlands, Rooke was placed at the head of 
a fleet. Thirty English and 20 Dutch ships of the lino were 
put under his orders, and, accompanied by the Duke of 
Ormonde with 14,000 men, he essayed the capture of 
Cadiz ; but the city was found to be very strongly fortified, 
and the naval and military chiefs were unable to efiect 
anything. Soon after this failure Rooke, receiving intelli- 
gence that a largo fleet of French and Spanish galleons, 
escorted by a powerful squadron of 18 ships of the line and 
7 frigates, was lying in Vigo Bay, eagerly embraced the 
•opportunity for retrieving his laurels. On his arrival at 
Vigo he found that the treasure-ships lay under the protec- 
tion of forts and batteries armed with 70 heavy guns, while 
u, boom and other engineering devices, together with the 
shoal water, rendered it impossible to attack with the largest 
of his line-of-battle ships. Rooke, however, decided to 
make the attempt with only 25 English and Dutch vessels. 
Vice-Admiral Hopson led the way on board the Torbay^ 
■and, crowding all sail, burst the boom, when after some 
difficulty the squadron found their w’ay into the harbour, 
and a general action ensued. Meanwhile some ships 
attacked the batteries, and Ormonde with 2,500 men 
having effected a landing, stormed the principal fort which 
commanded the entrance. Still the enemy^s fleet made 
n gallant resistance, and the Torbay, which was most hotly 
engaged, lost 115 men and was entirely disabled, narrowly 
escaping destruction from a fire-ship. At length every 
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vessel in the harbour was taken or destroyed, the total loss 
of the enemy amounting to 15 French and 3 Spanish ships 
of the line, 7 French frigates and 1 5 Spanish galleons, with 
treasure valued at two millions sterling. Four days after 
the battle Shovel arrived with reinforcements, and Eooke, 
leaving him to repair and bring back the prizes, returned 
to England. 

During the autumn of this year. Admiral Benbow fought 
an action which is noteworthy from the circumstance that 
in it, for the first, and we may say, the last, time, English 
naval officers showed the white feather ; nor is it less 
memorable as an occasion on which an English admiral 
iinmoiiialized himself by his heroic bravery. 

In September of the previous year (1701), Benbow had 
been despatched to the West with a small squadton, for the 
purpose of committing depredations on Spanish commerce. 
At the beginning of August, 1702, having learned that Du 
Casse, with four ships of the line and one large frigate, was 
off Carthagena, he proceeded to attack him with a squadron 
consisting of his flag-ship the Breda^ 74, the Defiance, Cap- 
tain Kirby, 64, the Green%mch, Captain Wade, 54, and four 
frigates. On the 19 th August, Benbow fell in with Du 
Casse off Santa Martha, and immediately gave chase. The 
Falmouth was the first to engage, and the Windsor and 
Dejiance, after firing a few broadsides, hauled off, and stood 
out of gunshot. The brunt of the action was borne by the 
admiral, who continued his pursuit all night, and at day- 
break found he had only the Ruhy, Captain George Walton, 
wHh him, the rest of the squadron being some miles astern. 
Benbow all that day pursued the enemy vigorously with his 
two ships, and on the 21st, the French, seeing that he was 
almost unsupported, shortened sail to engage him. The Ruhij 
fought a ship of the line until she was disabled, and might 
have been taken had not the Breda protected her. D pon arriv- 
ing at the scene of action, the captains of the other frigates 
refused to fire a shot, and on the following day displayed the 
same disgraceful cowardice. The admiral still continued the 
chase, and on the 23rd engaged the whole French squadron 
single-handed, and even captured a small vessel, a prize of 
Du Casse's. On the 24th the Falmovih^ 48-gun frigate, 
came to the assistance of the Breda, and Benbow continued 
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tl inequal conflict with unabated vigour. Three times in 

p >n he boarded the stemmost of the enemy’s ships, re- 

ci tig a severe wound in the face and another in the arm. 

S; tly afterwards his right leg was shattered by a chain- 

si and he was borne below ; but the spirit of the old 
a( ral was impervious to the agony of his mortal wound, 
and he insisted upon being carried on deck again, and there 
remained giving orders with an unaltered countenance. 

“ I am sorry, sir,” said Fogg, his captain, “ to see you 
here in this state.” 

“I am, too,” said the gallant sailor; “but I would 
rather have lost both my legs than have seen this disgrace 
brought on the British flag.” 

So biilliant was the gunnery of the Breda's sailors that 
the ship to , which they were opposed was in a short time 
reduced to a mere wreck, having lost her fore-topmast, 
mainyard, and rnizen-mast, while her hull was riddled with 
shot. Soon after daylight Benbow learned that all the 
ships of his squadron, with the exception of the Evhy and 
Falmouth, were running away to leeward in defiance of his 
signal for “ close action ” ; while the French ships, em- 
boldened by this dastardly conduct, steered for the Breda, 
and opened a hot fire upon her, carrying away her maintop- 
sail yard and otherwise damaging her. They then took 
their crippled consort in tow, and made sail in full flight. 
Benbow still determined to follow them, and signalled his 
captains to keep their stations in the line for chasing ; upon 
which Captain Kirby, of the Defiance, came on board the 
flag-ship, and had the audacity to advise the admiral “ that 
he had better desist, that the French were very strong, and 
that from what had passed he might guess that he could 
make nothing of it.” On sending for the other capteins, 
they, to the admiral’s indignation and chagrin, gave similar 
advice, and he was obliged to bear up for Jamaica. 

Du Casse made his way to Carthagena, and from thence 
wrote Benbow the following letter : — 

“ Sir, — I had little hopes on Monday last but to have 
supped in your cabin, but it pleased God to have ordered it 
otherwise ; I am thankful for it. As for those cowardly 

captains who deserted you, hang them up, for by they 

deserve it, “ Yours, Du Casse.” 
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And Benbow was not slowlo act upon this advice, which 
chimed in with his own notions of what was due to these 
traitors or cowards. He convened a court-martial on the 
16th October, the sentence of which was that Captaina 
Kirby, of the Defiancey and Wade, of the Greenvoichy should 
bo shot y Captain Constable, of the Windsor, cashiered, and 
sentenced to be imprisoned during the Queen’s pleasure. 
Captain Hudson, of the PeTidennift, died befoi'e his trial 
came on, and thus escaped the punishment he so richly 
merited ; and Captains Walton, of the liuhyy and Vincent, 
of the Fahnouthy were exonei'ated from all blame. In pur- 
suance of the sentence of death passed on them, Captains 
Wade and Kirby were shot on board the Brislol, at Ply- 
mouth, on the IGth April, 1703. 

The chief event of importance connected with the navy 
in this year was a violent hurricane which, on the 26th 
November, swept our soutlicm shores, sinking 13 fine ships 
of war in the Downs, some of which were lost with all 
hands. Shovel, who was returning from the Mediterranean 
with a squadron, narrowly escaped the fate which subse- 
quently overtook him, and only saved his ship by cutting 
away her masts. 

The Eddystone Lighthouse was utterly destroyed, and it 
is related that the tides rose to so great a height that the 
water lay many feet deep in Westminster Hall, A day of 
humiliation and general fast was ordered in consequence of 
this great calamity, and was strictly observed by the mourn- 
ing nation. During the year some actions took place 
between the ships of war of the two belligerent countries, 
in which our vessels were victorious over the French. The 
chief naval exploit was performed off Jersey by Admiral 
Dilkes, who, on the 27th July, while in command of 
three ships of the line and three frigates, captured or 
destroyed 43 French merchantmen, together with three ships 
of war that were convoying them. 
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CHAPTER VL 
1704-1743. 

The Capture of Gibraltar by Sir George Boobe on the 23rd July, 1704 
— The Battle off Malaga, 13th August, 1704— Operations in the 
Mediterranean — Death of Sir Cloudesley Shovel— Victory of Sir 
George Byng over the Spanish Meet, off Messina, on the 11th 
August, 1718 — ^Vice-Admiral Vernon takes Portobello, 22nd Novem- 
ber, 1739 — His failure at Carthagena, and disgrace on his return to 
England— The Expedition of Comm^ore Anson round the World, 
1740-44 — His Attack on the Spanish Settlements in South America, 
and Capture of the Acapulco galleon — Sufferings of Lieut. Byron 
and the Crew of the Wager. 

The year 1704 was remarkable for the performance of an 
exploit which has had an incalculable eflect in raising the 
power and prestige of Britain, especially in the Medi- 
terranean. Early in February, Sir George Rooke sailed 
with a fleet for the Tagus; and, after some desultory 
operations, was joined in June by Sir Cloudesley Shovel, 
with strong reinforcements, when he resolved to undertake 
an operation which even the mighty Blake had shrunk 
from as beyond his resources. This was none other than 
the redaction of the almost impregnable stronghold, 
Gibraltar. 

The council of war that decided upon the attack was held 
on the 17th July; and on the 21st the whole fleet, con- 
sisting of 60 English and Dutch ships, sailed into the bay. 
The same afternoon a force of 1,800 .marines, under the 
Prince of Hesse Darmstadt, was landed on the isthmus 
which connects the i*ock with the mainland, thus isolating 
the small garrison. To a summons to surrender now sent 
by the prince, the governor replied in big words (which we 
have heard repeated in more recent times, and with a like 
I’esult), to the effect that he would bury himself and the 
garrison beneath the ruins, rather than surrender the post 
entrusted to him by his royal master. Rooke now pro- 
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cccded with his preparations ; but owing to unfavourable 
winds, the whole of the following day was occupied in 
placing his ships in the positions assigned them. 

At length, at daybreak of the 23rd July, the fleet having 
taken up its position, the admiral gave the signal for the 
bombardment ; and forthwith commenced the most terrible 
cannonade that the world had yet witnessed. During the 
five hours the attack lasted, 15,000 shot were poured on 
the works ; the enemy, unable to withstand this fearful 
oideal of fire, were driven from their batteries on the South 
Molehead. The admiral, perceiving the advantage that 
fiiust accrue by the occupation of these works, which formed 
the key of the fortress, ordered out the boats to take posses- 
sion of them. Captain Whitaker of the Nottingham, who 
commanded, Avith Captain Hicks of the Yariqjoutk, and 
Captain Jumper of the Lenox, rowed ashore Avith chaiucter- 
istic ardour, and seized the batteries ; but, unfortunately, 
not without considerable loss, for the whole place Avas 
mined, and the train being fired by the retreating Spaniards, 
two lieutenants and 40 men were killed, and 00 wounded. 
Unappalled by this unlooked-for disaster, the remaining 
seamen pushed on ; and when the whole party was landed, 
Captain Whitaker, advancing, stormed a strong redoubt 
between the mole and the town, thus hemming in the 
gan'ison. Eooke now sent in a second summons to the 
governor, Avho suiTendered, the honours of war being 
gi’anted to him and the garrison. 

The admiral, astonished at his success (as well he might 
be), took possession of this world-renoAvned fortress ; and, 
since that day, the British flag has remained hoisted on the 
“ Rock,” as it is affectionately termed by the Services, in 
spite of all-comers. Never did the British sailor appear 
to greater advantage than on this occasion ; and the head- 
long valour displayed in the attack was said to bo almost 
unexampled. The total loss amounted to three officers and 
60 men killed, and nine officers and 216 wounded ; a sur- 
prisingly small price for a stronghold which, having regard 
to the narrowness of the approaches, the steepness of the 
precipitous rock, and the numerous and heavy batteries 
mounted on every accessible point by the Spanish engineers, 
might well be expected to bfiffle any force, no matter how 
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superior in numbers. As Rooke said in his despatch, 
quoted by Campbell, it seemed as if fifty men might have 
defended tliese works against thousands. 

Louis, who had fitted out a powerful fieet, anxious to 
gain some counterbalancing victory, despatched his son, the 
Count do Toulouse, to encounter the conqueror of Gibraltar, 
with 50 ships of the line, 17 of which were three-deckers, 
and 17 frigates and fire-ships ; the whole carrying 3,700 • 
guns, and upwards of 25,200 men. Rooke sighted this 
magnificent fleet on the 9th of August, 1704, there being 
under his orders 41 English and 12 Dutch sail of the line, 
I'laving about the same number of guns as the enemy, and 
23,000 men. The fleets were not unequally matched, 
except that the French vessels were bettor built, and in- 
finitely siqoerior in their sailing qualities. 

The Count of Toulouse shunned an action, and retreated ; 
but, on the 13th of August, the English admiral, who 
followed in close pursuit, ovei*took him off Malaga, and 
foi'ced on an engagement, which the Count accepted. Sir 
George Rooke commanded the centre, having for his rear- 
admirals Byng and Dilkes ; Sir Cloudesley Shovel and Sir 
John Leake led the van, the Dutch ships being in the 
rear. 

At ten o^clock on this Sunday morning the battle com- 
menced, and was contested with great resolution by both 
l)arties. By two o’clock in the afternoon we had gained a 
decided advantage, having, according to Charnock, beaten 
back their leading squadron and destroyed one of their 
three-deckers, Ze Pier, of 88 guns. The action continued 
till nightfall with no decisive result on either side. Tinder 
cover of the darkness, the French made all sail in retreat ; 
and when morning broke, they were discovered four or 
five leagues distant. Rooke following them up, endeavoured 
to renew the engagement ; which, however, the Count of 
Toulouse declined, and aided by a fair wind, was enabled to 
make his escape into Toulon. Louis had the audacity to 
claim this battle as a victory, and ordered a Te Deum to be 
celebrated in Notre Dame ; thus setting an example to his 
countrymen, whether Imperialist or Republican, which 
they have not been slow to follow in more recent times. In 
spite of the supeidority of numbers, the Count de Toulouse 

o 
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could not pretend to have taken one British sliip ; while, on 
the other hand, Kooke captured or sank, besides’, tlie 
four ships of the line and frigates, whose names arc given 
by Charnock. 

The losses on both sides were very heavy. Two captains 
and 687 men were killed, and three captains and 1,G32 men 
were wounded, in addition to one captain and 400 men. 
killed and wounded in the Dutch squadron ; the casualtio?, 
thus being nearly one-eighth of the entire number of men 
engaged, while in Lord Howe's famous action of the 
“glorious 1st of June,” 1794, they amounted to only one- 
fifteciith. The French own to having lost rather mm 
than 1,500 men ; but we may safely infer that it was much 
larger, as they remained in Toulon the rest of the year, 
while the magnitude of the victory claimed by ^le French 
king may be accurately measured by the fact, that during 
the remainder of his reign he never sent out another naval 
expedition on a large scale. 

Hooke returned to England, leaving Sir John Leako in 
command of the squadron. That officer, while refitting his 
ships at Lisbon, received a message in October from the 
Governor of Gibraltar, the Prince of Hesse, requesting 
assistance, as the French were about to attack him. The 
admiral accordingly threw a large body of seamen and 
marines into the place, and then retired on the approach of 
Admiral de Poiutis v.^ith a much superior fleet. On the 
29th of the same month, Leake returned and found the 
fortress in imminent danger of capture, it being blockaded 
by 13 French ships of war, and besieged by 3,000 Spanish 
troops. The admiral's opportune arrival changed the aspect 
of affairs. The greater poi*tion of the enemy's licet escaped, 
but four frigates and some smaller craft were captured. A 
sufficient body of men were landed to enable the garrison 
to hold out until, in the beginning of December, four I’cgi- 
ments having arrived, Sir J ohn Leake once more returned 
to Lisbon. 

In March of the following year, the enemy renewed the 
siege of Gibraltar, when Sir John Leake achieved a second 
great success. Having been reinlbrcc'd by Sir Thomas 
Dilkes, he sailed for Gibraltar to succour the Prince of 
Hesse, who was again beleaguered, and off Europa Point 
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dwcovered a squadron of five sail of the line, all of which 
lie took or destroyed, nearly capturing De Pointis, who 
escaped by running his ship, the Magnanime, of 74 guns, 
on shore, a little inside the straits. 

About this time, by a wretched party intrigue, of which 
our annals in Queen Anne’s reign afford too many instances, 
Sir Georgo Hooke was deprived of the chief command. An 
anecdote is told of this noble seaman which well illustrates 
]iis character. Shortly before his death, which took place 
four years after his enforced retirement, one of his friends 
exi)ressed to him his suq^rise that an officer who had held 
such high commands and had so many opportunities of 
amassing money, possessed so small a fortune ; the vetcnin 
replied : — “ It is true that I leave little behind me, but 
what I have has been honestly earned ; it never cost a 
sailor a tear nor the nation a fiirthing.” The country, or 
rather we should say the government, was not worthy of 
being seiwed by such men. 

Hooke had an able successor in Shovel, the most distin- 
guished of his lieutenants. In the latter part of 1705, the 
Count de St. Paul, a brilliant Prench sailor, and one of 
tlie most enterprising ot the successors of Jean Bart, fell 
in with 12 English mcrchantinen as they were returning 
from the Baltic, convoyed by only three frigates. Tlio 
enemy’s squadron, which incliuled five linc of-battlo ships, 
captured the entire fleet, after a desperate resistance, during 
wliich St. Paul was killed. In the following year. Shovel 
co-operatod Avith the Eail of Peterborough in the capture 
of Barcelona, a success Avhich had an important bearing in 
the Spanish War of Succession, as it induced the whole 
province of Catalonia to acknowledge the Archduke Charles 
King of Spain. On returning to England, Shovel relegated 
the command to Sir John Leake, who, in the spring of 
1706, repaired to Barcelona at Charles’s urgent request, the 
French king, who was resolved to maintain his grandson 
Philip on the contested throne of Spain, having despatched 
the Count of Toulouse with a fleet to assist an army of 
14,000 men in effecting its reduction. 

The British fleet arrived in time to prevent the capture 
of this important town, and Toulouse having retreated, the 
French gencKil De Tesso raised tlie siege, leaving behind 
a 2 
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all his artillery, and giTat stores of food and amnnmitioiL. 
Leake then sailed against Alicante, which made a vigorou’' 
resistance ; but having been reinforced by a sqiiad.iwxt lu; hao. 
sent under Sir John Jennings to take possess* oi Cartha^' 
gena, his seamen stormed the strong work^^ which defended 
the town with the loss of only 30 ki Itsd fuid 80 wounded. 
The admiral then took possession of Majorca and Ivi^a in 
the name of Charles, the prince whose claim to tlie evown 
of Spain wo supi^oiticd in this wav. 

Sir Cloudesley Shovel returned to the Mediterranean in the 
autumn of the same year, but was not able to effect anything 
of importance. In April, 1707, the Duke of Berwick gave 
a heavy blow to the already failing cause of the Archduke 
Charles by his victory over Lord Galway at Almanza, one of 
the few pitched battles in which our army has been defeated, 
though the victor was an Englishman, and his adversary a 
Frenchman. Shovel, determined to inflict damage on his 
enemies if he could do nothing to forward the cause of his 
country’s allies, made an attempt on Toulon, in conjunction 
with the forces of the Emperor of Austria, under the command 
of the two brothers the Duke of Savoy and Prince Eugene. 
The naval operations under Sir Cloudesley were crowned with 
success. Commencing to bombard this great French arsenal 
on the 16th July, ho destroyed eight ships of the line, mad© 
large breaches in the walls and burnt a great portion of the 
town, and that in spite of the powerful fleet outnumbering 
his, which lay in the harbour. He even supplied the mili- 
tary comra*anders with cannon, ammunition, and a body of 
seamen to work the guns ; but all his exertions were fruit- 
less. On the 4th of August the enemy made a sally, 
destroyed the batteries, and carried off some of the guns. 
The Duke of Savoy and Prince Eugene, whose want of 
unanimity greatly conduced to the unhappy result, were 
forced to raise the siege, and Shovel, foiled and disappointed, 
covered their retreat as far as the frontier stream of the Var 
by the Are of his ships. 

Leaving Sir Thomas Dilkes with 13 ships in the Mediter- 
ranean, the admiral set out to return home with the rest 
of the fleet ; but he was destined only to see the shores of 
the land for which he had done so much. On the 23rd of 
October he arrived off the Scilly Islands, in a gale of wind. 
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and his ship, the went to pieces during the night 

off those treacherous rocks known as the Bishop and Clerks. 
Besides this gallant ship, the Ecigle, of 70 guns, and the 
Ronisey, 50, commanded by a brave and distinguished young 
officer, Captain Coney, were lost, together with their entire 
crows. The next day the corpse of the admiral was washed 
ashore, and, being recognized by a ring, was, by the Queen^s 
command, brought to London, and interred in Westminster 
Abbey, where a magnificent tomb was erected to his memory 
by a grateful and sorrowing nation. Thus perished one of 
the moat gallant and successful of England’s sailors, a man 
wdio raised himself from before the mast by his own unaided 
talents. During the year 1708, one of the French admirals, 
the Coi:nt de Forbin, succeeded in capturing 21 merchant- 
vessels in ■the Downs, together with two out of the three 
shij)s of war which were convoying them ; and our navy 
sustained a little heavier loss on the lOtli of October. 
Commodore Edwards was convoying the Lisbon fleet of 130 
sail of merchantmen, with the Cumherlandy 80, Eevmshirey 
80, Royal Oaky 76, and two 50-gun frigates, the Ruby and 
CheateTy when he fell in with the united squadrons of the 
Count de Forbin and M. Duguai Trouin, consisting of 12 
sail of the line. The commodore maintained a spirited 
action against this superior force for several hours, thereby 
enabling the merchant-ships to escape ; but it was with tlie 
loss of his entire squadron, with the exception of the Royal 
Onky which cflbctcd her escape into Kinsale. The Devon- 
shire blew up during the action, and two only out of her 
crew of 7 00 men were saved. 

The Admiralty, who alone were to blame for sending vast 
convoys to sea with insufficient protection, thereby risking 
valuable lives, tried the captains of the captured ships, and 
cashiered the unfortunate commander of the Royal Oak, 
who had frequently distinguished himself, and on this occa- 
sion had disabled a French line-of-battle ship, and beaten 
back her boarders. In spite of the vigour displayed by the 
Admiralty in thus vicariously punishing the authors of these 
disasters, the authorities at Whitehall did not escape censure 
at the hands of the House of Lords, who, in obedience to 
the popular outcry, instituted a formal inquiry into then 
mismanagement. 
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In the West Indies Commodore Wager, with three ships, 
fought a brilliant action with a strong Spanish squadron con- 
voying some galleons which were proceeding from Porto- 
bcllo to Havannah, laden with a vast amount of treasure. 
During the engagement, the Spanish admiral’s ship, which 
Wager engaged, blow up ; but he, in company with his two 
consorts, succeeded in capturing the rear-admirars flag-ship, 
r having on board a portion of the treasure. Owing to the 
misbehaviour of his captains, who were cashiered for their 
conduct, the rest of the galleons escaped. 

During the year 1708 Sir George Byng chased a French 
fleet which had embarked 12,000 men for the invasion of 
Scotland in the Pretender’s interest, and, though the hostile 
squadron reached the Firth of Forth, they dared not land 
tlie troops, but returned to Dunkirk with the less of one 
ship. Leake also performed brilliant service in the Medi- 
terranean. He captured G9 transports laden with supplies 
for Philip’s army in Spain, bombarded Cagliari, which was 
surrendered to him by the governor, together with the whole 
island of Sardinia ; and assisted General Stanhope in a well- 
devised attack upon Port Mahon, the chief town of Minorca. 
After operations extending throughout the month of Sep- 
tember and a portion of October, this strong place, together 
with Citadella and Fort Fornelle, were leduced, and the 
island was taken possession of in the name of her Britannic 
iMajesty. In the Channel, Lord Dursley greatly distin- 
guished himself by his successful arrangements in convoying 
morcliant-vessels in safety, and on the 9tli April, 1709, 
h.'iving sought for the noted French admiral, Duguai Trouin, 
he encountered him cruising off the Scilly Islands with 
three ships. Lord Dursley pursued him, retook an English 
50-gim ship, the JBnstol, he had captured the day before, 

_ as also La Gloire, of 44 guns, and would have taken the 
I French admiral’s ship but for her superior sailing capabilities. 
Other gallant exploits were performed by our seamen : 
notably one on the 2nd of March of this year, when Cap- 
tain Toilet, of the Assurance^ 70, with two 50-gun ships,, 
who were convoying a large fleet of merchantmen, beat off 
Duguai Trouin witli four ships of superior strength after a> 
brilliant and protracted action, in which the Assuraoice^ 
Toilet’s ship, lost 78 men. Again, the Falmotith^ 50, com- 
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maiided by Captain Ptiddell, encountered and successfully 
repcslled tho attacks of four Prench ships, one being of 
G4 guns, and conducted his convoy in safety to Plymouth. 
jBcforo the year closed Duguai Trouin had the satisfaction 
of a partial revenge in capturing the Gloucester, 64, which, 
with the Hampshire, fought a desperate action with his 
whole squadron. In the winter of 1708 Prince George of 
Denmark, the Queen’s husband, who had held the office 
of Lord High Admiral, died and was succeeded at the 
Admiralty by Lord Pembroke. In 1710 Sir John Norris, 
who had been appointed to the command in the Mediter- 
ranean station, disjdayed great ability in thwarting the 
enemy in their military designs, and performed some 
services of importance, chiefly at Barcelona, and in the 
island of Sardinia ; but active operations ceased in the 
Mediterranean by the election of Charles to the Imperial 
Crown, on the death of tho Emperor, in the following year. 
Numerous brilliant actions were fought in the Mediterranean, 
in the Channel, and elsewhere, between single ships and 
squadrons. 

Across tho Atlantic, Commodore Martin expelled tho 
French from Port Royal, in Nova Scotia, to which he gave 
the name of Annapolis, in honour of the Queen ; and the 
Commodore also seized Newfoundland. In April, 1713, 
j)(\ico was restored to Europe by the signing of the Peace of 
Utrecht ; the last achievement of British seamen before that 
event being in August of the previous year, when Sir 
Thomas Hardy, with a sqiuulron of eight ships, fell in with 
seven men-of-war, six of which he captured after a smart 
action. 

Queen Anne and Louis XIV. both died in 1714, and 
during the following year the Pretender made his abortive 
attempt to recover the throne of these realms ; but his hopes 
were quenched on the field of Sheriff muir, and he narrowly 
escaped capture from the squadron commanded by Sir John 
Jennings. 

In the summer of 1715, a powerful fleet of twenty sail 
was placed under tho command of Sir John Norris, who, 
having been joined by the Danish and Dutch squadrons, 
proceeded to the Baltic, and overawed that most warlike of 
tlie monarchs of Sweden, Charles XII., who prudently 
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withdrew his own fleet into Carlscrona. Subsequently, 
Peter the Great having menaced Denmark by his invasion 
of the duchy of Mecklenburg, Norris addressed a remon- 
strance to him, vrhicli, backed up as it was by the presence 
of his fleet, induced the Czar to withdraw his army. 

Before these transactions were thus peacefully settled. 
King Philip of Spain, instigated by his able minister Car- 
dinal Alberoni, sent an expedition against the island of 
Sardinia, which belonged to the Emperor of Germany. 

As our government had guaranteed Charles’s Italian 
possessions, a fleet was despatched, early in 1718, to the 
MeditciTanean, under command of Sir George Byiig, w ith 
instructions to seek, in the first instance, to avert hostilities 
by negotiation. The King of Spain returned for reply to 
the admiral’s letter that he might follow his oiders,” and 
appeared confident in the success of a second armament he 
had despatched to eficct the capture of Sicily, wdiich formed 
a portion of the dominions of the Duke of Savoy, who had 
recently joined the quadruple alliance between England, 
France, Holland, and Germany. This expedition, which 
consisted of 29 large men-of-war and a numerous fleet of 
transports, having on board 35,000 men, with a pow^crful 
traui of artillery, was very successful at first. Palermo 
fell, and then Messina, with the exception of the citadel, 
which still held out. The day after the Spanish troops 
landed to occupy Messina, Sir George Byng arrived at 
Naples with his fleet ; taking on board 2,000 of the Empe- 
ror’s troops, he hastened to the succour of the garrison of 
the beleaguered castle, and on the 9th August arrived at 
the Faro di Messina. Anxious to avert unnecessary blood- 
shed, Byng made a last efibrt for peace, and proposed to the 
Spanisli admiral, Castaiieta, a suspension of hostilities for 
two months, so as to give time for the diplomatists to nego- 
tiate. The Spaniard, confident of success, rejected every 
pacific overture with the haughtiness of his race, when Byng, 
having landed the German troops, returned to bring his 
adversary to reason by more material arguments. 

The rival fleets were of the following strength : that 
under the command of Sir George Byng consisted of 21 
ships, carrying 1,380 guns and 8,885 men ; while Castafieta 
had under his orders 26 ships of war and some smaller 
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vessels, liaving on board 1,284 guns and 8,830 men. On 
the lOtli of A^ugust Byng sighted the hostile fleet, upon 
which the Spanish admiral made sail away with the wind 
abaft his beam, but Sir George, having gained upon him 
considerably during the night, prepared for battle on the 
following morning, a challenge which Castafieta seemed loth 
to accept. The first gun in the action, which was through- 
out a running fight, was fired at 10 o’clock. The Orfoi-d 
attacked and took the Santa Eosa, 64, and the Kent the 
Sa7i Carlos, 60. Captain Nicholas Haddock, of the Grafton, 
who greatly distinguished himself throughout the day, after 
first delivering broadsides into these ships, shot ahead and 
took up a position as close as he could to the Principe de 
Astu'das, 70, bearing the flag of Vice-Admiral Chacon, 
which he engaged with great effect. Following the same 
tactics as before. Captain Haddock, finding the Breda and 
Captain to be closing up, made sail for the next ships, 
leaving the Pdncipe so greatly shattered that the vice- 
admiral struck his flag to his two new opponents. At 
about 1 p.m. the Kent and Superhe engaged the Spanish 
admiral in the St, PJdiip, and Castafieta, supported by twc 
ships of his fleet, maintained a running fight for two hours, 
when the Kent, being enabled by her superior sailing tc 
pass under the stern of the St, FhiVqi, poured a terribl}' 
destructive raking broadside into her, and then came up on 
her lee-quarter. The Superhe also attacked her on the 
weather-quarter, and at length, after a most gallant and 
protracted defence, Castafieta w'as obliged to surrender his 
ship, having lost 200 of his crew. 

Byng’s flag-ship, the Barjleur, was engaged with two 60- 
gun ships, which arrived in the midst of the engagement ; 
but seeing that a defeat was imminent, these vessels, one of 
which bore a rear-admiral’s flag, stood in for the land and 
escaped, owing to the light and baffling winds. Three other 
shijis were taken by the main portion of the fleet, and Cap- 
tain Walton, who had been detached with a squadron to 
cut off a force of equal strength, which had sought early in 
the day to escape by getting in shore, was even more suc- 
cessful, he having taken and destroyed the entire squadron. 

The St, Philip was destroyed by fire at Port Mahon 
shortly afterwards ; and the gallant but rash Spanish 
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Admiral Castaueta, who was landed at Sicily, died of the 
wounds he had received. Tor his services Sir George Byng 
was, in the following year, created Viscount Torringtoii. 

On the 17th December war was formally declared against 
Spain, but the only hostile operation of importance was a 
successful attack ui)on Vigo, in the autumn of 1719, by a 
combined naval and military expedition, under the command 
of Admiral Mighels and Lord Cobham. Philip, disgusted 
at the disaster which had befallen his fleet, banished his 
minister Alberoni in December of this year, and in the 
following February joined the quadruple alliance. So 
greatly feared at this time was our fleet and so absolute 
our naval supremacy, that the appearance of Sir John 
Norris in the Baltic for the second time, with a powerful 
squadron, was sufficient to cause the great Czar Peter to- 
cease ravaging the shores of our ally, Sweden ; and six years 
later, when the Bussians had greatly augmented tlioir navy, a 
similar demonstration by another admiral, Sir Charles Wiiger, 
sufficed to compel a like compliance witli our demands. 

Passing over some successful affairs with pmates on the 
coast of Africa, and an expedition under Sir John Jennings, 
who sailed in 172G, to aid in the defence of Gibraltar, wliich 
was threatened by the Spanish army, we come to the year 
1739, when war was declared by our government against 
Spain, and an expedition fitted out to O 2 )crato against tho 
enemy’s settlements in America. George II. ha<l been ten 
years on the throne when, on the 24th July, 1739, a fleet 
was entrusted to the command of Caj)taiTi Vernon, an 
officer who had rendered himself notorious in the House of 
Commons by his bold and blustering manner, and his invec- 
tives against our officei-s, whom he accused of timidity in not 
attacking Portobello. 

Having affirmed that he could capture this imjiortant 
Spanish settlement with six ships, tho ministiy of tlio day 
took him. at his word, raised him to the rank of vice-admiral, 
and placed under his orders four 70-gun ships, three of 60 
guns, and a 50-gun frigate, thus giving him nearly half as 
many vessels again as he considered sufficient for the pur- 
pose. Vernon sailed on the 3rd of August, and having 
missed encountering a rich fleet of galleons, he left three of 
Lis sliips to cruise in search of it off Cadiz, and proceeded. 
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to cross the Atlantic with the remainder, now reduced to 
the number he had originally considered necessary for the 
enterprise on which ho wsis engaged. 

On the 20th of ISTovember the squadron came in sight of 
Portobcllq, which stands on the north side of the Isthmus 
of Pjxnama, and has a convenient bay with a good anclior- 
age. The works defending the town were very strong, and 
had the Governor displayed any energy, might have suc- 
cessfully withstood the attacks of a much larger force than 
that brought against it. On the north side of the bay, at 
the entrance to the liar hour, was the Iron Castle, mounting 
78 guns, with a battery beneath, and nearly level with the 
water, of 32 guns ; the whole being garrisoned by 300 men. 

A mile higher uji on the southern side of the bay was 
Gloria Castle, altogether mounting 98 guns, and having 400 
men to work them. Above this castle again, and like it, 
completely commanding the anchorage, stood Port St. 
Jeronimo, a very strong work, mounting 20 guns. 

Having anchored on the night of the 20th of November, 
the squadron on the following morning got under way, and ' 
having worked up the harbour, three of the ships attacked 
the Iron Castle. Vice-Admiral Vernon soon after arrived, 
and the furious cannonade of the four ships soon compelled 
the artillerymen on tho castle to slacken their fire, 'while 
the small-arm men from the tops drove the soldiers from, 
their guns in the lower batteries. Upon observing this, 
the admiral manned his boats, and in a short time the men, 
clambering up tlio face of the ramparts, with sailov-liko 
agility, by the aid of eticli other’s shoulders, first made them- 
selves masters of the castle, and then advanced upon the 
town. The Spaniards made no further resistance, and upon 
the arrival of fresh reinforcements of sailors, hung out a 
white flag, as a token of submission. 

The castles of St. Jeronimo and Gloria still held out, and • 
jueparations were made for effecting their reduction. On 
the following day tho Spanish Governor, after some jiarley 
as to terms, surrendered them also ; and thus was consum- 
mated this important conquest, with tho loss to the British 
of only 17 men killed and wounded. The result must have 
surprised no one more than Admiral Vernon, and uotwith- 
standing the want of preparedness of the Spaniards, the 
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defence is not creditable to the skill and courage of the 
Governor and his garrison. The captors divided ten thou- 
sand dollars found in the town ; but with a humanity that 
does the admiral credit, he would not permit any plundering, 
though the sailors, exasperated by tdes they had hoard of 
the cruelties jDractised by the Spaniards on their country- 
men, desired to retaliate upon the inhabitants of the town 
now at their mercy. To prevent Portobello from again 
becoming the formidable stronghold it was, Vernon ordered 
Captain Knowles of the Diamond^ assisted by the Hon. 
Captain Boscawon, to effect the destruction of the fortifica- 
tions. Owing to the thickness of the walls, these gallant 
officers found it no easy bisk ; but at length, on the 6th 
December, the mines, being properly charged, were sprung, 
and the castles were levelled with the ground: Admiral 
VeVnon having sent off to the ships 40 brass guns, 10 field- 
pieces, 4 mortars, and 18 smaller cannon, together with 
ammunition, destroyed all the iron guns, and on the 15th of 
December returned to Jamaica. 

The news of this success anived in England in March of 
the following year, 1740, and filled the nation with such 
exultation that Admiral Vernon became the hero of the 
hour. Perhaps in this country there arc few more reliable 
indications of popular appreciation than that denoted by 
the sign-boards hung out in front of public-houses or way- 
side inns. On the present occasion the successful admiral’s 
portrait was (idopted throughout the length and breadth of 
the land. The people, however, showed themselves possessed 
of as much fickleness as their detractors credit them with ; for 
a writer says, “ Twenty years afterwards some of these por- 
traits had their noses sharpened, their facings altered, and 
were made to do duty for Frederick the Great, as othere 
later still were transformed into Blucher.” As a tribute to 
the constancy of some portion of the brotherhood of 
Licensed Victuallers, it is consoling to add that some pub- 
licans have proved faithful to the captor of Portobello 
through evil report (of which he was, still later, a victim), 
as well as good report, and to this day some sign-boards 
dedicated to, and embellished with the physiognomy of, 
Admiral Vernon may be seen by the curious in such 
matters. 
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Parliament voted him the thanks of the nation, and 
ministers sent him large reinforcements with a powerful 
land-force. During 1740 Admiral Vcmon entered the 
river Chagre and completely destroyed the castle of Lorenzo; 
but it was not until the following year that, having received 
all his reinforcements, he left Port Royal on the 25tli of 
Febi-uary, with the intention of attacking Carthagena. The 
force destined for this operation consisted of 29 ships of the 
lino with a squadron of frigates, and, including the trans- 
I)orts, in which were embarked 12,000 soldiers, numbered 
no less than 124 sail. 

Unfortunately, Vernon was cursed with a domineering 
teiii])er, and being greatly inflated .with his good luck at 
Portobello, withheld liis cordial co-operation from General 
Wentworth, the officer in command of the troops : the 
result was a miserable and most disgraceful failure. On the 
flrst day, the 9th March, the ships engaged the forts of St. 
•Jago and St. Philip, which they silenced, when the soldiers 
landed and took possession of them ; but duiing the sub- 
sequent operations the crews suffered greatly from the fire 
of the town batteries, which were admirably served by the 
Spanish artillerymen. After many days* delay, during 
which the enemy repaired the damages alrcjady made, and 
rendered the works stronger than ever, the attack was 
renewed ; on the 24th and 25th of March, further successes 
were gained by the combined British force ; but when the 
principal obstacles to the conquest of Garth agena were 
removed, Vernon so consistently thwarted the general, even 
refusing him food and water for his troops, which had been 
landed earlier in the siege, that there no longer existed any 
possibility of a successful prosecution of the undertaking. 
Added to these obstacles, sickness broke out among the 
soldiers and increased to an alarming extent. On the 30 th 
of March the fleet entered the harbour ; but the admiral, 
when he had it in his power, would do nothing, and the 
troops being repulsed with gi*eat loss in an attack on Fort 
Lazar, it was resolved to raise the siege, which was accord- 
ingly done on the 14tli of April. The entire force of the 
soldiers that were re-embarked was, from sickness and 
losses, reduced to 3,000 men. 

When the fleet had refitted, and the soldiers had recruited 
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their health, an attack was planned in the month of October 
upon Cuba ; but so great was the feeling of rancour between 
the military and naval authorities, that General Wentworth, 
in order to satisfy his grudge against the admiral for his 
treatment at Cartliagena, was so oblivious of the honour of 
his country that, after halting a day or two on the spot 
where he had landed, about sixty miles from Santiago, into 
which he might have marched almost without resistance, 
declared that the reports he had received of the difficulties 
i)f the intervening country and of the strength of the 
Spaniards, prevented a chance of success ; and accordingly 
he re-embarked his troops, and once more the expedition 
returned to Jamaica without achieving anything. 

In 1742 Admiral Vernon returned to England, and 
speedily got himself into hot water with ‘‘ my lords ” at 
Whitehall. After sundiy displays of his unfortunate temper, 
he committed the unpardonable indiscretion — to use a mild 
term — of imblishing confidential correspondence with his 
superiors, an act which involved so gross a breach of dis- 
cipline that his name was struck off the Navy List. 

One of the most extraordinary and interesting episodes 
in the history of the British Navy is the account we have 
of the sufi’erings and achievements of Anson’s expedition 
round the world. This gallant officer, an altogether different 
character from his contemporary Vernon, was entrusted 
with a squadron, with orders to round Cape Horn and make 
his way to the Spanish possessions in the South Seas, where 
he was to use his best endeavours to annoy and distress the 
Spaniards, either at sea or on land ; he was also directed to 
attack any place that he might judge worthy of making 
an attempt upon. Callao and Panama were specified 
as points he was to visit with hostile intent, and he was 
directed to endeavour to effect the capture of the great 
treasure-galleon which sailed usually from Acapulco to 
Manilla. 

In Septembei', 1740, Captain George Anson sailed from 
Portsmouth with six ships — ^the Centurion, Gloucester, Wager, 
Severn, Peorrl, and the Trml. The Centurion, his own flag- 
ship, earned 60 guns ; of the others, two had 50 guns,* one 
40, one 28, and the Trial 8 guns. All these ships were 
insufficiently manned, the crews having been largely recruited 
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from the hospitals ; but the indomitable will and courage 
of the commodore overleaped all obstacles, and achieved a 
great success in an undertaking in which he was, perhaps, 
the only man of the age who would not have failed. The 
commencement of the voyage was beset with the difficulties 
which pursued the commodore during the four years of its 
continuance. The equinoctial gales retarded his progress 
soon after leaving England. He was forty days in reaching 
Madeira, and more than three months elapsed before he 
arrived at the island of Santa Catarina, at the southern 
extremity of Brazil. During the passage to the South 
American continent, sickness had committed fearful ravages 
among his men. 

After refitting his ships, he. started from Santa Catarina 
in January, 1741, and two months afterwards entered the 
Pacific, which, however, belied its name, for scarcely had 
the squadron got clear of the land than they were a.ssailed 
with tempestuous weather, which lasted, with more or less 
violence, for two months. The squadron was scattered, the 
Centurim was driven far out of her course, and it was near 
the end of May before the hearts of the crew of that ship 
were gladdened by a return of fine weather. Since his 
departure from England the commodore had committed to 
the dee]), or buried at Santa Catarina, above 200 of his men, 
and of the survivors one half were so prostrated by disea.so 
and hardships as to be incapacitated from doing duty. 

But Anson’s courage never forsook him, and he deter- 
mined upon still prosecuting the designs for which he had 
been despatched to the southern hemisphere. The Centurion 
was nov/ joined by tl'.e Gloucester and the Trial, and the 
three vcs.s(ils took refuge in the island of Juan Fernandez, a 
spot immortalized by the genius of Defoe. Here they re- 
mained three months, and the tempest-tossed and sorely- 
tried mariners found a liaven of rest in this lovely island, 
which is bountifully stored with fruits and vegetables of 
various kinds. At length, having recruited the health of 
his men, Anson set sail once more, and proceeded to ciirry 
out the instructions with which he had been furnished by 
the Admiralty. At this time, of the 9G9 men and boys who 
had formed the original complement of three ships now 
alone left him, there were left but 214 in the Centurion, 82 
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in the Gloucestevy and 39 in the Trialy little more than one- 
third the number that had embarked at Portsmouth. 

The ships were detached in different directions, in order 
the better to prey upon Spanish commerce, and all were 
successful ; each vessel captured two prizes, some of which 
were laden with cargoes of great value. Anson, learning 
that Paita, a town on the coast of Chili, was stored with 
much treasure, determined to attack it. Arriving in its 
harbour by night, he despatched his first lieutenant ashore 
with a well-ai’med body of men. So complete was the sur- 
prise that it was only in the morning, when the place was 
occupied, that the people were aware of the attack. The 
town -was plundered by the sailors, and the commodore pro- 
posed to the inhabitants that they should ransom the more 
bulky portion of the merchandise. The citizens, however, 
refused to give money or supplies, and Anson immediately 
applied the torch, and reduced the town to ashes. He now 
determined to go in quest of the Acapulco galleon, and, as a 
preparatory measure, landed all the prisoners he had made 
from his prizes, and whom, it should be mentioned in justice 
to the gallant commodore, he had treated with the greatest 
kindness. He then destroyed the GUmceater and Trialy and 
removed the crews into his own ship, which even with this 
addition had not half her complement. 

Having obtained some fresh provisions at Quito, Anson 
put to sea ; but again the unfortunate ship was attacked 
with scurvy, which decimated the crew. Numbers died, and 
the remainder, including the commodore, were greatly weak- 
ened by its effects. At length, in August, 1742, the Cerir 
turion reached the Ladrone Islands, and anchored on the 
coast of Tinian, the largest of them. Here the enfeebled 
crew recruited their health and strength, and revelled in the 
fruit and fresh provisions with which it abounded. But 
while in this island a circumstance occurred by which they 
were reduced to the depths of despair. While the commo- 
dore and a portion of his men were on shore, a furious 
tornado suddenly, and without warning, arose, and the Cen- 
turion was driven out to sea. After many days of anxious 
watching for her return, it was concluded that she had 
foundered ; and the small party of seamen who happened tc 
be ashore, were filled with horror at the prospect of passing 
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the remainder of tlieir lives on tMs solitary island. It was 
Si, terrible blow to all, but to none more than to the gallant 
Anson, who thus saw suddenly blighted all those visions 
of honour and fame in his native land which had induced 
him to encounter such perils. But his spirit never quailed ; 
he cheered his men, and encouraged them to make an effort 
to obtain their deliverance by lengthening and fitting out a 
small native boat, which ho had seized on approaching 
Tinian, and in which he now purposed to voyage to China 
•\^dth his handful of survivors. Suddenly one day, as ho 
was himself working with an axe, a sail was sighted, which 
proved to be none other than the long-lost Centurion. For 
nineteen days she had been buffeted about by the winds and 
waves ; but the crew, after great exertions, had managed to 
weather the storm, and succeeded in bringing her back to 
her anchorage. Anson's biographers describe the rapturous 
joy with which the poor fellows hailed the return of their 
countrymen and of the bark which was to bear them back 
to friends and fortune ; and relate that, for the first time 
during all the trials and vicissitudes that had befallen him, 
the gallant commodore could not restrain his emotions of 
thankfulness and joy at this unlooked-for deliverance. 

The Centurion now sailed for Macao, where she arrived 
in November, 1742. Though a Portuguese settlement, the 
Oovemor of Macao was in some degree subject to the Chinese 
viceroy of Canton, and the Chinese authorities, with their 
usual jealousy of foreigners, declined at first to allow tlie ship 
to lay in the necessary provisions, until Anson threatened to 
bombard the place, and even hinted that his men, if deprived 
of more legitimate fare, might take to cannibalism, and de- 
vour some of the choicest of the subjects of the “ Brother to 
the Sun.” Leave was accordingly given to the redoubtable 
Englishman to purchase what he liked ; and here the ship 
remained until the end of April, 1743, when Anson set sail, 
intending to waylay the famous Acapulco galleon. It was 
the last day of May when the Centurion reached the chosen 
cruising-ground, and her commander had not vei*y long to 
^ wait. At this time the crew of the British ship mustered only 
201 souls, including men and boys ; even of this total many 
’Were enfeebled by long illness, and the highest calculation 
did not place the able seamen at above 45. Yet this 

H 
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handful of men, with true British pluck and constancy, enter- 
tained no doubt as to the result of an encounter with their 
huge adversary, were they so fortunate as to cross her 
paSi. 

On the 20th of June, the long-expected ship was sighted,, 
bearing down straight upon them. She bore the high-sound- 
ing name of Nuestra Sewyra del Cdba Donga^ was armed 
with 42 heavy guns and 28 smaller pieces called pateraroes, 
and had a crew of 550 men. She carried treasure to the 
amount of a million and a half of dollars, and so much im- 
portance was attached to her safety, that she flew the flag 
of an admiral, Don Gerinomo Montero. 

The Spaniards were no less eager for the fight than were 
their English antagonists, and doubtless were equally confi- 
dent of a favourable result Anson reserved his fire until 
his huge antagonist came within pistol-shot, when he opened 
upon her with great eflect The Spaniards fought with the 
ardour of their race, but their gunnery was not equal to 
that of the highly-disciplined and well-trained Englishmen, 
and, after a battle which lasted an hour and a half, Don 
G6rinomo Montero hauled down his flag, and Anson found 
himself in possession of the prize for which he had sailed 
half round the globe, and had encountered dangers and losses 
that would have disheartened almost any man. In making 
this capture his crew of effectives was still farther lessened 
by the loss of 33 men, while the Spanish casualties were no- 
less than 58 killed and 83 wounded 

But the victory was scarcely assured, says a writer, when 
Anson was informed of the imminence of the most a])pallmg 
danger which can befall a sailor— the Cenlimon was on fire, 
and the flames were spreading near the magazine. With- 
out showing the slightest sign of fear, or losing his presence 
of mind at this critical juncture, the commodore at once 
repaired to the scene of danger, and, by the promptitude of 
his measures, extinguished the conflagration. 

His greatest difficulty now lay in the safe custody and 
feeding of his prisoners, who nearly trebled his own crew 
in number. He accordingly returned to Canton, landed 
them, and sold his prize. The Chinese authorities received 
him with great distinction. The viceroy granted him an 
audience, at which all the chief mandarins attended, and 
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remitted the dues usually paid by vessels visiting the port, 
though he lost nothing thereby, for Anson had no intention 
of satisfying any such demand had it been made. 

In December, 1743, the gallant commodore set sail for 
England, where he arrived after a voyage of six months. 

The remainder of his squadron were not equally for- 
tunate. We have seen that the Gloucester and Trial were 
broken up, and the crews incorporated with his own men. 
The Severn and Pea/rl^ after encountering many dangers, 
and nearly falling into the hands of a Spanish squadron, 
returned to England, having lost the greater part of their 
crews from sickness. The Wager met with a still more 
disastrous fate. Irrespective of the tragic interest attaching 
to her loss, the history of the sufferings of her crew has 
acquired a world-wide celebrity, from the fact that an 
ancestor of the immortal Byron was an officer on board her; 
and the incidents which befel him and his companions in 
misfortune having been faithfully narrated by the young 
lieutenant, formed the groundwork for one of the most 
striking descriptions that proceeded from the pen of his 
gifted descendant, the poet. 

In brief, the Wager, like the rest of the squadron, was 
separated from the Centurion by the gale which fell upon 
them on entering the Tacific. Her captain was a bad- 
tempered impracticable sort of man, whom his cvQ,\r 
detested, and would have deposed from his command had 
they dared. The ship was driven by the hurricane upon a 
desert island and went to pieces, leaving the crew with 
little food and almost without clothes and shelter ; for 
many months the wretched seamen of the Wager endured 
the extremity of hardship. At length a party of 30 of the 
strongest of the survivors, driven to despair by the captain s 
biTital temper, mutinied ; and, taking the long-boat, with 
most of the provisions, sailed away, and eventually reached 
Brazil in safety. With rare loyalty, Lieutenant Byron 
remained by his commander, and at length, after terrible 
sufferings and many strange adventures, which read more 
like a romance than a sober reality, he, with the captain 
and two midshipmen, the only survivors of the ill-fated 
ship’s crew (with the exception of the deserters), was con- 
ducted by some natives to the Spanish town of Castro. 
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For a period of two years they were transported from 
place to place, generally meeting with kind treatment, and 
were sent to IBrest in a French ship that had put into Val- 
paraiso, their ultimate destination being Spain. On their 
arrival in Europe, the Spanish government released them; 
and, having obtained a passage in a Dutch vessel, they 
landed in their native country in November, 1745, more 
than five years after their departure, and were regarded by 
their friends and countiymen almost as men who had been 
restored from the dead* 
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CHAPTER VII. 

1743-1759. 

Sir ChaJloner Ogle in the West Indies, 1743 — Admiral Matthews’s 
Action with the French and Spanish Fleets off Toulon, 11th to 13th 
February, 1744 — Loss of the Victory ^ with Admiral Balchen and 
1,000 men — Action between the Lion and Elizabeth — Successes in 
the East Indies and on the coast of North America — The Victories 
gained off Cape Finisterre by Vice-Admiral Anson, on the 3rd of 
May, and by !^ar- Admiral Hawke, on the 14th of August, 1747— 
Operations in the East and West Indies — Peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, 
1748 — ^Admiral Byng’s Action off Minorca, 20th May, 1756 — His 
Condemnation by Court-Martial, and Execution — The Naval Opera- 
tions in India under Admiral Watson : the Capture of Gheriah, of 
Calcutta, and of Chandernagore. The Seamen of the Fleet at the 
Battle of Plassey — Admiral Pocook’s Action with Comte d’Aohe, on 
the 10th of September, 1759. 

The war still continued with Spain, but not with any re- 
markable results as regards Europe. In the West Indies 
Sir Challoncr Ogle, who had succeeded Admiral Vernon, 
determining to strike a blow against the Spanish settle- 
ments, sent Commodore Knowles, with a squadron of nine 
ships, to attack the forts on the Venezuelan coast. The 
squadron commenced t])e bombardment of La Guayra at 
noon of the 18th February, 1743, but, though they inflicted 
considerable damage on the town, were unable to silence 
the batteries, as, owing to the shallowness of the water, 
the ships could not approach within a mile of them. In 
addition to this groat disadvantage, a heavy swell set into 
the roadstead, rendering it difficult to take good aim, while 
the batteries, which were powerfully armed and admirably 
worked by the Spanish gunners, committed great execution. 
When night came on the commodore ^continued the 
action, and proceeded to Curagoa with his ships, which had 
suffered severely in hull and rigging. The loss in this 
disaster was very severe. The commodore’s ship, the 
Suffolk^ received 97 shot in her hull, lost her mizen and 
maintopsail yards« and was repeatedly set on Are by the 
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red-hot shot the enemy fired. She also had 30 men killed, 
and 80 wounded. The Burford suffered equally in spars 
and hull, and, besides her captain, who was mortally 
wounded, her dead numbered 25 men, and wounded 
50. The total casualties of the squadron reached 97 
killed, and 308 wounded. From thence, after refitting. 
Commodore Knowles, who waa reinforced by some Dutch 
volunteers, proceeded to Porto Cavallo, but was equally 
unsuccessful, and had to retire with the loss of 200 men. 

On the 21st March, 1744, France, which had exhibited 
great hostility towards this country, issued a declaration of 
war, and, placing the command of her armies under the 
great Marshal Saxe, the first soldier of the age, made great 
preparations for the invasion of England. The battle of 
Dettingen, fought in 1743, before war was declared, is a 
curious instance of the manner in which nations, ostensibly 
at peace with one another, were wont in those days to act as 
if engaged in open hostilities ; but the reader will not have 
forgotten that our sailors under Drake and Blake set the 
example by the barefaced way in which, in the former in- 
stanccj they “ singed the King of Spain's beard,” and in the 
latter bombarded forts, or generally conducted themselves aa 
if the world were made for British seamen. The attempt to 
invade Engl'and ended in failure. The French admiral, De 
Roquefeuille, put to sea from Brest with 23 ships, while 
the army, with which was Charles Edward, the young Pre- 
tender, was embarked at Dunkirk, on board a vast number 
of transports, ready to join the admiral as soon as he should 
appear before that harbour. But the vigilance of the 
British caused the entire scheme to miscarry. As De 
Roquefeuille lay off Dungoness, he was suddenly surprised 
by the veteran Sir J ohn Norris, who commanded the 
Channel fleet, consisting of 25 sail of the line and 18 
fngates ; and, had not a storm suddenly come on, many of 
his ships must have been captured. it was, the French 
fleet was scattered ; many of the finest vessels composing it 
were wrecked or foundered, causing a great loss of life. So 
discouraged was the French king, that the expedition to 
these shores was countermanded, and Marshal Saxe re- 
turned to Paris with his army. 

When war began, we had in the Mediterranean apowerfiil 
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fleet under the orders of an able officer, Vice-Admiral 
Matthews, who had, as his second in command, Bear- 
Admiral Lestock, also an experienced seaman. Unfortu- 
nately for the good of the service, the relations of these 
officers were incompatible with the primary condition of 
success in all operations — ^perfect concord and iinanimity. 
A quarrel of long standing existed between them, and no 
sooner were they thrown together than the vice-admiral 
accused his subordinate of want of respect towards him, 
while the rear-admiral retaliated with great asperity, and 
in somewhat insubordinate language. 

In the second week in Februaiy, 1744, the French 
admiml, Do Court, having effected a junction with the 
Spanisli fleet which Lestock had been blockading at Toulon, 
proceeded to sea in search of the British fleet with 28 sail 
of the lino and four frigates. The enemy were scarcely 
clear of Toulon when Admiral Matthews came up with him, 
having under his command a formidable fleet of 29 sail of 
the line and 15 frigates. The action that ensued is one of 
the most discreditable in our annals — a result wholly due to 
the want of concert of the two admirals, who, though both 
personally brave, wrangled in presence of the enemy, totally 
indifferent to the honour or interest of their country. After 
two days spent in manoeuvring. Admiral Matthews made 
the signal for action on the 11th February. At this time 
the Britisli fleet was much scattered, Lestock's division being 
five miles in the rear ; but Admiral Matthews, nothing 
doubting tliat lie would come to his support, commenced 
the action, about one o’clock, by engaging the Royal Philip^ 
of 114 guns, the huge flag-ship of the Spanish admiral 
Navarro. Mattliew’s ship, the Namur, 90, was well sup- 
ported by the Marlhoroughy 90, the Berwick, 70, under the 
command of Captain Edward Hawke (afterwards created 
a peer for his services), and the Barjleur, 90, flying the flag 
of Bear- Admiral Rowley, The wind being light, the ships 
could with difficulty keep clear of each other, and the action 
was fought at close quarters. The Namur, aided by the 
Ma/rlhorou(jh, soon reduced the Spanisli admiral’s ship to a 
wreck j but many of tho enemy’s ships coming up, the 
Man'lhorough lost her mainmast and mizenmast, her captain 
^Cornwall by name) was killed by a round shot which 
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carried off both his legs, and the gallant officer’s nephev,, 
who then assumed command, also lost his right arm, while 
160 men were killed or wounded. Notwithstanding that 
only 15 English ships fired a shot, we lost none of our 
vessels, while Captain Hawke captured the Poder^ of 60' 
guns, which was destroyed on the succeeding day, to pre- 
vent her falling into the hands of the enemy. 

On the morning of the 12th of February, the combined 
fleets were standing to the south-west, as if making for the 
Straits, and Matthews gave the signal for action. Still 
Lestock hung back with his scjuadron, and nothing was. 
done. On the following day the rear-admiral, now seem- 
ingly eager to engage, closed with the enemy, and was on 
the point of engaging with his fresh ships, when Admiral 
Mattliews signalled him to discontinue the chase. 

The result of this discreditable transaction was a long 
series of courts-martial. The commander-in-chief brought 
cliarges against the rear-admiral for contumacy and cowar- 
dice ; and Lestock recriminated by imputing the failure to* 
the order given on the 13th to desist from the chase. In 
those days political corruption was rampant, and its exist- 
ence at the War Office and Admiralty was testified by an 
utter disregard of the requirements of justice as regarded a. 
political opponent, no less than by jobbery and favouritism 
to the friends of the party in power. Matthews usually 
voted with the Opposition in the House of Commons,, 
of which he was a member : so the House, under dictation, 
from the Admiralty, examined him, Lestock, and other 
officers, and ultimately presented an address to the King, 
requesting a court-martial to* inquire into their conduct. 
Eleven captains and four lieutenants were successively tried, 
and of the number, some were convicted but pardoned, othera 
were cashiered, and but few were acquitted. Two years- 
after the battle Lestock was tried, and although his disobe- 
dience in abstaining from taking any part in the action was 
proved (notwithstanding the signal to engage of his superior- 
officer), he was unanimously acquitted. Finally, Matthews 
was prosecuted, the rear-admiral being his accuser, and. 
though he could point to his having engaged the entire fleet, 
of the enemy with only a few ships, he was sentenced to be- 
cashiered, after a trial which lasted four months^ during 
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■which, Walpole affirms, whenever the Admiralty per- 
ceived any of the court-martial inclined to favour Matthews, 
they were constantly changed.” 

Lestock was employed again immediately after the con- 
clusion of the trial ; but the expedition, the land portion 
of which was commanded by General St. Clair, effected 
nothing. Port TOrient, on the coast of Brittany, which was- 
the point attacked, successfully repelled the combined forces,, 
which returned to England in October, 1746, having onliy 
taken or destroyed one or two insignificant forts. 

Two years before this our navy sustained a disaster more- 
terrible than any that had befallen it since the catastrophe 
of a similar nature which overwhelmed Sir Cloudesloy 
Shovel and his gallant crew. As Admiral Balchen was re- 
turning with a squadron from the Tagus, where he had 
raised the blockade instituted by a French fleet under 
llochambeau, ho encountered a terrific storm. Some of his. 
ships lost their masts ; some could only save themselves by 
throwing overboard their guns, and others managed with, 
the greatest difficulty to keep themselves afloat till they 
reached Plymouth. Admiral Balchen’s flag-ship, the Victory, 
of 110 guns, regarded as the noblest specimen of naval archi- 
tecture in the world, was never seen again ; but from the- 
circumstance that signal-guns of distress were heard by the 
inhabitants of Alderney above the din of the storm on that 
fearful night, it is supposed that she struck on the Caskets,, 
off that island. When morning dawned not a plank of her 
was to be seen, and she and the distinguished admiral who 
commanded her, and her gallant crew of above 1,000 men, 
all perished in the watei’S. 

During the month of May, 1744, a 70-gun ship, the* 
Northwniberland, was captured by two French ships, each of 
her own weight of metal, after a severe action, in which, 
her bravo commander. Captain Watson, was wounded. 

The following year, 1745, is memorable in English history* 
for the abortive attempt made by Prince Charles Edward to* 
regain the crown his ancestors had forfeited by their mis- 
conduct. The young Pretender embarked on board a small 
frigate. La DmitdU, and convoyed by the Elizahdhy of 64 
guns, made sail for the coast of Scotland. 

On the 9th J uly, two days after leaving the French coast. 
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the Prince fell in with the lAony of 58 guns, commanded by 
Captain Brett, who had been Anson’s first lieutenant in his 
memorable voyage round the world. A sanguinary battle 
•ensued, during which CaiDtain Brett suffered La Dovielle to 
escape, not being aware of the distinguished passenger she 
had on board her. 

After a chase of some hours, the Lion^ having at 5 p.m. 
.got within pistol-shot of the Elizabeth^ opened fire upon her. 
A desperate battle ensued ; and, after five hours* conflict, 
during which the enemy’s ship suffered severely in her hull, 
■several of her ports being knocked into one, she made sail 
for Belloisle, which she reached in safety. The Lion was so 
much cut up in her rigging and spars, having lost her mizen- 
mast and maintopsail and foretopsail yards, that she was 
unable to give chase. The losses on both sides were un- 
usually heavy. The Lion had 55 men killed and 107 
wounded, among whom were Captain Brett, all the lieuten- 
ants, and the master ] and the loss on board the Elizabeth 
was afterwards learned to have been 64 killed and 140 
wounded. 

During the year 1745 several actions took place between 
single ships in the Mediterranean, the North American 
station, the West Indies, and the Channel, in which our 
vessels were almost uniformly successful ; indeed, success in 
fluch combats was looked upon as a matter of course, and 
failure, even against superior force, was generally punished 
by sentence of court-martial. In one such instance the 
Aifiglesea^ a 40-gun ship, encountered a French vessel of 50 
guns and 500 men ; and after a most gallant action, in which 
the captain and first lieutenant were killed, the second 
lieutenant, Mr. Baker Phillips surrendered the ship, an 
offence for wliich he was tried and sentenced to be shot — 
an unjust decree which was carried out on board the 
Princess Royal, at Spithead. 

On the 25th January, 1746, took place tlie first naval 
action fought in the East Indies between ourselves and the 
French, our rivals for dominion in that part of the world. 
Oommodore Barnet, with the Deptford, 60, and the Preston, 
fiO, under the command of Lord Northesk, engaged off the 
oastem coast of Sumatra, and captured, five French ships, 
oach carrying 30 guns, and laden with valuable cargoes. 
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The commodore then proceeded to the relief of Madras, 
threatened by Admiral Labourdonnais, but unhappily died 
during the winter of this year, before he had had an oppor- 
tunity of measuring swords with his distinguished adversary. 
Barnet was succeeded by Captain Peyton, who, after a 
partial action with the French admiral, disgraced himself by 
fleeing to Trincomalee. Madras, being thus left almost 
defenceless, surrendered to the French officer. Fortunately, 
the jealousy existing between Labourdonnais and the able 
governor of Pondicherry, General Dupleix, stood us in good 
stead, and soon after Commodore Griffin’s arrival from 
England with a well-appointed squadron, which raised our 
force to 11 ships, Dupleix found himself blockaded in 
Pondicherry. 

Not more fortunate were the French in their struggle for 
supremacy in America. Commodore Warren, in 1745, 
captured Louisburg and the whole island of Cape Breton, 
with a small squadron, and in the following year a fleet 
sent out under the command of the Duke D’Anville failed 
to dispossess us of that dependency. The duke died of 
apoplexy, and his successor, in despair at his inability to 
achieve anything, committed suicide. 

The year 1747 is memorable for more than one brilliant 
general action. The French government, determined to 
retrieve their ill-fortune in the two continents in which 
they had striven with us for masteiy, fitted out two power- 
ful expeditions, one to relieve Cape Breton, under Admiral 
de la Jonqui^re, and the second to render aid to Dupleix, 
under M. de St. George. For greater security, these 
squadrons were directed to keep together as long as possible. 
Our ministry, on the other hand, equally resolved to nip 
these expeditions in the bud, prepared a fleet, which they 
placed under the orders of Yice-Admiral Anson ; who, since 
his return from his adventurous voyage round the world, 
had been employed at the Admiralty, and gave him as his 
second in command Bear-Admiral Warren, an able and 
skilful officer. The fleet consisted of the Prince George^ 
90, flag-ship of Admiral Anson ; i^o Devonshire, 66, carrying 
the flag of the rear-admiral; one ship of 74 guns, three of 
64, six of 60, two 50-gun ships, and the An^uscade^ of 40 
guns, which had been captured in the previous year from 
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the French, and bought in for the navy. The East India 
Company despatched with this fleet four armed ships, two 
of wlich carried 30 and two 20 guns. 

Vice-Admiral Anson sailed from Plymouth on the 9th 
April, and cruised off Cape Finisterre until the 3rd May, 
when the French fleet, consisting of 38 men-of-war and 
armed merchantmen, was sighted. Nine of their largest 
ships shortened sail and formed a line of battle, while tho 
remainder, crowding jill canvas, sailed to the westward, and 
were subsequently joined in their flight by the others. Tho 
British admiral made the signal to chase, and soon overtook 
the latter. Anson^s old ship, the Centurion^ was the first 
to commence the action, by attacking the rearmost French 
ship, and with such spirit that two of her consorts dropped 
astern to support her. Three of our shipsnow came up, and a 
general action ensued between them and five of the enemy* 
At length tho Centurion^ being almost disabled, fell out of 
the line of battle ; but Captain Denis having quickly re- 
paired his damages, again joined in the fight. Soon some 
more of our ships arrived, including Admiral Warren’s, and 
eventually, at half-i)ast six, after tho engagement had lasted 
two hours and a half, six French sail of tho line and four 
armed merchantmen were compelled to strike their colours, 
among tho prisoners being both the admirals. Our loss in 
killed and wounded numbered 520 men. 

For this victory Vice-Admiral Anson was created a peer,, 
and received the public thanks of his Majesty George II. 
Bear- Admiral Warren, to whom the success was no less 
due, was honoured with the order of the Bath. 

On the 20th J une the French again sustained severe losa 
off Cape Ortegal, when Commodore Fox, who had been 
intrusted with the command of six large ships, fell in with 
the homeward-bound West Indian fleet of 170 sail, under 
convoy of four ships of war. The commodore captured 48 
of the merchantmen, the remainder with the mcn-of-war 
managing to effect their escape. 

Soon after this Bear-Admiral Hawke was intrusted with 
the command of a fleet, and sailed from Plymouth on the 
9th of August, with the object of attempting the destruc- 
tion of a large number of merchantmen assembling in 
Basque Hoads, under the protection of a strong squa^on 
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of sliips of war. Hawke’s fleet consisted of 14 vessels, of 
which the largest were his flag-ship, the Devonshire, of 66 
guns, and the Edinburgh, 70. The French squadron of 9 
line-of-battle ships and a great many frigates and smaller 
vessels, under the command of M. de I’Etendeur, sailed from 
He d'Aix on the 6th August in charge of the convoy, and 
early in the morning of the 14th, when off Cape Finisterre, 
the two squadrons came in sight of each other. Admiral 
Hawke immediately made all sail to close with the enemy, 
and at 10 a. m., having neared sufficiently to make out that 
they were lieavy ships, he gave the signal for the fleet to 
form line of battle. M. do TEtendeur, under the impres- 
sion that the British ships formed a portion of his convoy, 
edged away towards them ; but on perceiving his mistake 
drew up his ships in lino of battle to bar the advance of 
Hawke’s fleet, and ordered all the merchantmen and trans- 
ports to proceed on their way under the charge of the 
Content, 64. It displayed great gallantry on the part of 
the French admiral thus to await the attack of a superior 
force, for though his ships were larger and carried more 
men and guns than ours, yet the disproportion of 8 to 14 
was so great that he could have had but little hope of success. 
Admiral Hawke, on discovering that the enemy’s design 
was to enable the convoy to escape to windward, hauled 
down the signal to engage and substituted the orders for a 
general chase. The Lion and Princess Louisa, both of 60 
guns, took the lead in the pursuit, a^d at a quarter of an 
hour before noon the former opened tire upon the enemy ; 
but these two ships, in their eagerness to engage the French 
van, ran the gauntlet of the tire of the whole squadron. 
Otlier ships coming up, the action soon became general. 
The Severn, 56, the smallest of the enemy’s vessels, was the 
first to surrender to the Devonshire, bearing the admiral’s 
flag ; Hawke left her to be taken possession of by the 
frigates, with the intention of engaging the Tonnant, 80, 
on board of which was M. de I’Etendeur, who, with the 
Intrepide, 74, had almost overpowered the Eagle, 60, 
Captain George Bridges Rodney, and the Edinburgh, 70, 
Captain Thomas Coles, As the Devonshire ranged up to 
their assistance, the Ea^h, which had become unmanageable 
owing to her wheel having been shot away, fell on board 



110 


GREAT BATTLES OF THE BRITISH HATY. 


her, ihus rendering both ships incapable of continuing the 
action. At this juncture the breechings of the lower-deck 
guns of the Devomhirevrcve carried away, and the Tmnanty 
taking advantage of the confusion and powerlessness of her 
adversary, poured a hot fire into her. The British admiral's 
position became very critical, when the Tilbury^ 60, Captain 
Harland, opportunely arrived to his assistance, and, sailing 
in between the two ships, received the Frenchman's fire. 

Having replaced the breechings of his guns by new ones 
(in action spare breechings are always kept handy), Hawke 
recommenced the battle, and laid himself alongside the 
Tridmty 64, and Terrible, 74, capturing them in succession. 
The Neptune^ 70, struck to the Yarmouth, 64, Captain 
Saunders, after a gallant fight, in which she lost her captain 
and 200 men killed and wounded, and was dismasted. The 
Monmque, 74, and Fougueux, 64, struck at 5 p.m., when the 
entire squadron had surrendered, with the exception of the 
Tormint and Intrepide, who, finding that all was lost, endea- 
voured to effect their escape. Captain Saunders, of the 
Yarmouth, perceiving their intention, hailed the Eagle and 
Nottinghxibm %o }ohi him in the pursuit. The three ships 
gave chase, but the Nottingham, as the swiftest, was the only 
one to close, and she carried on a running fight until her 
commander. Captain Saumarez, fell mortally wounded, when 
the commanding ollicer relinquished the chase. Favoured 
by the night, the two line-of-battle ships escaped, as did 
also the entire convoy. Admiral Hawke now returned to 
England with his prizes. 

Our loss in this brilliant action amounted to 164 killed, 
including Captain Saumarez, and 558 wounded — no incon- 
siderable number out of a total of 5,895 men engaged. 
Besides losing six ships, some of which were totally dis- 
masted, the French casualties amounted to above 800 ; but 
M. de TEtendeur covered himself with gloiy by the gallantry 
of his defence against a superior squadron. 

On their return to port on the 31st October, Captain 
Pox, of the Keni, the same oflScer who early in the summer 
had 80 greatly distinguished himself for his attack upon the 
West Indian fieet, was brought to a court-martial for 
disobeying one of Hawke’s signals, though it was given in 
evidence that the neglect was due to a misunderstanding, 
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and was sentenced to be dismissed from his ship. The 
Admiralty must have been hard masters to please in those 
days ; for this harsh sentence was passed on an officer who 
had engaged and captured, single-handed, the Fougueux^ a 
ship of equal force with his own. 

Allen tells an amusing anecdote connected with this 
action. In his official letter Admiral Hawke made use of 
the following expression: — “As the enemy’s ships were 
large, except the Sexern^ they took a deal of drubbing.’^ 
The despatch was being read to King George II., when on 
arriving at this part, his Majesty, from his imperfect 
knowledge of the English language, not understanding the 
term “drubbing,” requested Lord Chesterfield, who was 
reading the letter, to explain it to him. At this moment 
the Duke of Bedford entered the closet, and his grace, having 
a short time previously been engaged in a fracas on the 
racecourse at Lichfield, Lord Chesterfield, with his accus- 
tomed wit, referred his Majesty to the duke for an explana- 
tion \ upon which the king laughed heartily, and expressed 
himself perfectly cognizant of the meaning of the term. 

In this year, 1747, British cruisers and privateers were 
very successful in their actions with French ships of war. 
One of the most brilliant of these combats — the number of 
which, no less than the devotion displayed by our seamen, 
have added undying lustre to our navy — was an engagement 
between the Notthigliam and a French 74, the Magnanime^ 
which struck, after losing 150 men killed and wounded. 
In the West Indies a battle was fought between Bear- 
Admiral Knowles and a Spanish squadron under Admiral 
Beggio. Knowles having been unsuccessful in an attack 
upon Santiago de Cuba, made himself master of Port Louis, 
in Hispaniola ; and soon after receiving information of the 
presence of a Spanish squadron near the Gulf of Florida, 
went in search of them. On the 1st October the rival fleets 
came in sight of each other, half-way between the Tortugas 
and the Havannah, and the British admiral, being to lee- 
ward, formed his line and awaited the attack. Knowles had 
under his orders one ship of 80 guns, one of 70, four of 60, 
and one 50-gun frigate, with 2,900 men. Admiral Beggio 
had also seven ships, and though they were larger, and had 
upwards of 4,000 men on board, a more skilful seaman than 
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Knowles — a braver man there could not well be — ^would 
have given a good account of theift. 

After a well-contested action which lasted the whole day, 
the Spanish squadron made sail away, leaving in our hands 
one ship, the ConqueMdfdorey and having ex]icrienced a loss 
of 86 men and three of their captains killed, and the vice- 
admiral, l‘i officers, and 197 men wounded. On board the 
British squadron 59 were killed, and 120 wounded. On the 
following day the Jfnea^ having been dismasted, shortly after 
Admiral Knowles abandoned the chase, was captured off 
Havannah. For his remissness in not continuing the pur- 
:suit with more energy, the admiral was brought to a court- 
martial, and was reprimanded. 

In the East Indies Admiral Boscawen, who had been 
sent out with some ships and a strong body of troops with 
orders to supersede Griffin, failed in an attempt upon the 
Mauritius, and was not more fortunate in his endeavours to 
•capture Pondicherry, which was defended with great resolu- 
tion and resource by Dupleix. Boscawen took the command 
of the land-forces conducting the siege ; but, notwithstanding 
the most strenuous efforts of himself and his men, was com- 
pelled on the 30th September, 1748, to abandon all further 
•operations. In this siege young Clive, the future hero of 
Plassey, and the real founder of our Indian empire, gi’eatly 
•distinguished himself. 

The Peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, signed this year, concluded 
for the present all further hostile undertakings. Though 
peace nominally existed between ourselves and the French, 
the warlike preparations openly carried on by the latter 
•clearly indicated the precarious nature of what was only an 
armed truce; and accordingly in 1755, our government 
fitted out an expedition of which the naval portion con- 
fiisted of 11 ships of war under Admiral Boscawen, to which 
a reinforcement of six more under Admiral Holbourne, was 
shortly added. Boscawen’s instructions were to protect the 
British possessions in America and attack the French squad- 
rons wherever he found them. No man was better fitted 
than he to carry out such orders, and the war that was de- 
•clared next year— -one of the most glorious ever waged by 
this country, — ^resulted in placing England at the summit of 
her renown. The British admiral quitted England on the 
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17th -April, 1755, and soon after his arrival off Cape Kace, 
descried on the 6th of June the advanced squadron of Ad- 
miral Bois de la Mo the, who had been despatched to North 
America with 16 sail. After a chase which lasted until the 
morning of the 9th, two of our ships, the DuTiMrh, 60, 
commanded by Captain Howe, an officer who subsequently 
earned great renown, and the Defence^ 60, .Captain Andrews, 
found themselves several miles from the main body of their 
fleet, and close to two French ships, the Aldde, and theZ^«, 
both carrying 64 guns. 

Captain IIowc, as senior officer, hailed the Aldde, and 
summoned her to shorten sail. Her captain, M. Hoequart, 
demurred compliance to this haughty summons^ inquiring if 
there was peace or war between their countries. Howe 
replied that he must accompany him to the British admiral 
for an answer, at the same time warning him to be prepared 
for war. While they were still speaking the admiral sig- 
nalled the British officers to attack, upon which Howe 
opened a furious cannonade, which, on the approach of a 
second ship, caused the Ahide to strike her colours. The Ly 9 
was also captured. 

On the 17th May, 1756, war was formally declared by 
the British ministry against the French nation, but the 
year passed away without any naval event of importance 
in North American waters. Far difterent was it nearer 
home, for 1756 is memorable for the indecisive action fought 
off Minorca by Admiral Byng, which resulted in his trial 
by court-martial and the unjust sentence by which he was 
deprived of his life. 

In February, 1756, the British Government having re- 
ceived certain information of vast preparations being in 
progress at Toulon, with the object of launching an expedi- 
tion for the conquest of Minorca, at length yielded to the 
popular clamour, and gave orders for the fitting out of a 
fleet to afford protection to that island. Instead of despatch- 
ing a powerful force, they only prepared 10 ships of the line, 
and these were so badly equipped and insufficiently manned 
that it seemed like inviting failure to send them for the 
purpose indicated. Byng, who was nominated to the com- 
mand, in vain urged upon tho Admiralty that the ships* 
crews were several hundred men below their complement 

I 
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and remonstrated against the removal of the marines to 
make way for soldiers who were to be landed at Gibraltar. 

The fleet sailed on the 6th Ai)ril, and arrived at Gibraltar 
on the 2nd May, when the admiral’s discontent was increased 
by finding that most of the stores of which he was in great 
need could not be supplied to him, and that the governor 
refused to give him the regiment he was authorized to 
embark to act as marines. The admiral sailed on the 8th 
May from Gibraltar, and arrived in sight of Minorca on the 
19th. At this time a Erench army of 16,000 men, under 
the Duke de Eichelieu, was laying siege to Port Mahon, 
which was defended by General Blakeney and 3,000 troops ; 
while M. de GalissonniSre was off the town with twelve sail 
of the line and five fngates. The fleets were well matched 
as to the ships, the Erench haying only 24 more guns, but 
our inferiority in men was great ; for, while our combined 
crews numbered under 7,000, the enemy exceeded them by 
above 2,600 inen ; still, doubtless, a Benbow or Blake would 
have made light of such an inequality. 

At daybreak on the 20th May the Dejicmee captured a 
small vessel having on board a reinforcement of 300 men 
for the Erench ships ; but it was not till 2 p.m. that the 
two fleets were sufficiently near each other for Byng, whose 
ships were formed in two lines, to signal his captains to 
bear away two points and engage. Bear- Admiral West, 
the second in command, who led the van, either misinter- 
preting the order, or deeming it simply a signal to bear 
down upon the enemy and bring them to action, bore up 
seven points— that is, brought the wind riglit aft — and was 
soon hotly engaged with the van and centre of the enemy. 
Byng shortly afterwards bore up with his division to the 
aid of the rear-admiral. Unfortunately, one of West’s 
squadron had her foretopmast shot away, which, most un- 
accountably, threw the line out so greatly that the Revenge^ 
the Prmcesa Louisa, the THdeivt, and the Ramilies, the 
admiral’s flag-ship, were brought up and did not pass her at 
all. Thus the flag-ship, with the R&oenge, Trident, Cvlhden, 
and Kingston, were unable to participate in the action, and 
had not the Erench admiral shown great pusillanimity in 
retreating, it is very possible that Admiral West’s squadron, 
being unsupported, might have been captured. 



GREAT BATTLES 07 THE BRITISH HAYT. 


115 


Byng lay to during the night, and on the following 
morning convened a council of war, which decided that, 
even if the French fleet were away, the admiral would be 
unable to I’elieve Minorca ; that any accident to the fleet 
would endanger the safety of Gibraltar ; and that his duty 
required hun to return thither. The loss in this partM 
engagement was conflned entirely to West's division, and 
numbered 38 lolled, including Captain Andrews, the gallant 
commander of the Defiance^ and Captain Koel, of the 
FnTicess Louisa, and 155 men wounded. Minorca, though 
thus abandoned to its fate, held out for four weeks, and. 
General Blakeney, being oflered honourable terms, surren- 
dered on the 29tli June. 

Byng arrived at Gibraltar on the 19th June, when he 
found a reinforcement of five ships of the line, under Com- 
modore Brodrick, waiting his return. His intention now 
was to sail once more to the relief of Minorca, but on the 
3rd July Admirals Hawke and Saunders arrived in the 
bay, with orders to supersede both himself and West> who 
were required to return to England. 

We will not enter here into a detailed account of Byng's 
trial and condemnation to death, which has been stigmatized, 
and with justice, as a judicial murder. That his sentence 
was determined on beforehand by king, ministers, andy 
scarcely in a less degree, by the people, who burnt him in 
effigy in the streets, and wore with difiiculty i>revented from 
destroying his country seat in Hertfordshire, there can be 
little reason to doubt. As for the ministers, they had an 
object in providing a scapegoat who was to suffer for their 
sins of omission and commission in sending to sea a squadron 
inefficiently manned and ill found. Not only were the 
despatches of the unfortunate admiral relating to the battle 
and his reason for returning to Gibraltar garbled, but the 
Prime Minister, the Duke of Newcastle, actually had the 
baseness to reply to a deputation from the Common Council, 
demanding his impeachment : *‘He should be tried dii*ectly; 
he should be hanged immediately.” As to the king and the 
Duke of Cumberland, they were, if possible, even more de- 
termined that Byng should expiate his offence with his life ; 
and notwithstanding that the now ministers, Pitt, the 
Secretaiy of State, and Lord Temple, the first lord of the 



116 


GREAT BATTLES OF THE BRITISH EAYY. 


^.dmiralty, recommended liis majesty to grant a pardon, the 
king remained obdurate, and refused to annul the sentence 
of death passed on him by the court-martial. The people, 
haying calmed down daring his trial, which took place in 
the winter, did the ill-fated admiral justice after his con- 
demnation, and hoped to the last that he would be pardoned, 

Byng throughout tliis trying time of disgrace and uncer- 
tainty, boro himself with the manly fortitude of a Christian 
gentleman and oflicor, and expressed himself satisfied when 
he was informed that his character for courage, the virtuo 
above all others most highly prized by the service, had not 
been impeached. On the 14tli March, 1756, he was shot 
at Portsmoiitli on the quarter-deck of the M march. When 
about to suffer, he delivered a paper to the marshal of the 
Admiralty, in which he claimed credit for “a faithful dis- 
charge of his duty to the best of his judgment;^’ spoke of 
himself as “ a victim destined to divert the indignation and 
resentment of the people from their proper objects,” and 
expressed a confident persuasion that “justice would be 
done to his reputation hereafter.” And his countrymen 
and posterity have done justice to his reputation, and 
recognized the fact that the crime for which he suffered was 
an mw of jvdymmt. Voltaire C 3 mically said at the time 
that the king put one of his admii*als to death “pour- 
encourager les autres.” 

There were no naval events of great importance in the 
year 1757 — that is in Europe ; for though Hawke undertook 
an expedition against Bochelle, the incompetence of his 
coadjutor in command of the land forces. Sir John Mor- 
daunt, caused it to end in utter failure. In the West 
Indies, Captain Forest, with three 60-gun ships, engaged a 
superior squadron of seven French men-of-war, and put 
them to flight with severe loss. In this action, fought on 
the 21st October, wo first hear of Captain Suckling, the- 
immortal Nelson’s uncle, and under whose auspices the 
hero commenced a naval career, which terminated so 
gloriously at Trafalgar, exactly forty-eight years after tho 
date of this action. Many brilliant engagements between 
single ships were fought, chiefly in the Channel j and 
among the captains who distinguished themselves by their* 
courage and skill were Alexander Hood, who subsequently 



GREAT BATTLES OP THE BRITISH NAVT. 117 

sitained the highest distinction, Gilchrist, John Elliot, 
Taylor, and Lochart. 

The most hardly-contested of these duels was that fought 
•early in the succeeding year between the M<ynm(mth, 64, com- 
manded by Captain Arthur Gardiner, Byng’s flag-captain 
at Minorca, and the Foudroyant^ 84. After a desperate 
action, which lasted from 8 p.m. until half an hour after 
midnight, during which the British ship lost her mizen- 
mast, and the Frenchman her main and mizenmasts, the 
latter surrendered. The slaughter on both sides was very, 
heavy, the Monmouth losing 27 men killed, and 79 
wounded, among the former being ^he captain, who had been 
heard to say that, if he ever encountered the Fmdroyan% 
which boro tlie flag of M. de Galissonnidro, the French 
admiral’s ship in the partial action off Port Mahon, ho 
would attack her at all hazards, even though he should 
perish by it. Nobly he now redeemed his word I Tho 
Foudroyant, a ship of vastly superior size and weight of 
metal, her guns throwing 1,136 lb. of shot to 540 lb., the 
broadside of her antagonist, lost no less than 190 killed and 
wounded. 

Before treating of Hawke’s and Boscawen’s great victories 
in European waters, we will give a short summary of the 
actions fought in the East Indies, by which our navy 
assisted in founding the glorious Anglo-Indian empire, of 
which 100 years later Queen Victoria assumed the direct 
control as Empress of Hindostan. Toolajee Angria, tho 
noted Mahratta chief, had two strongholds on the Malabar 
coast, Severndroog and Viziadroog (better known by its 
Mogul name of Gheriah), from whence his ships sallied out 
and became the dread of all trading vessels. On the 3rd of 
April, 1755, Commodore (afterwards Sir William) James, a 
gallant and skilful seaman of the service now historically 
known — ^for it has ceased to exist — as the Indian Navy, 
attacked Severndroog with a squadron consisting of his 
own ship, tho Protectory 44, and three smaller vessels. 
Standing within 60 yards of the great fort mounting 50 
guns, he silenced it and two smSler forts, which were 
>dem(flished. 

Early in the following year (1756), Admirals Watson 
^d Pocock, with three ships of the line and three frigates. 
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and Commodore James, with four frigates and five bomb- 
vessels, accompanied by Colonel Clive, having under hi» 
orders 800 European soldiers and 1,000 Sepoys, sailed 
from Bombay, and arriving off Gheriah, opened fire on the 
town on the 12 th of February, Commodore James leading 
the fleet. For two days the sMps rained shot and shell on 
Angria’s forts find batteries, mounting 250 guns, and at 
length succeeded in reducing them to silence. That 
portion of the squadron which attacked Angria’s piratical 
fleet was equally successful ; one of liis vessels waa 
set on fire by a shell, and, drifting among her con- 
sorts wliicli were lashed together, communicated the flames 
to them, and to the buildings on shore, so that the 
whole of the pirate chiefs dockyard and arsenal were also 
completely destroyed. Clive, in order to antici 2 )ate the 
action of our allies, the Mahrattas, marched in and occupied 
tne town. Angria himself escaped, but his family were 
captured, with all his warlike stores, and the treasure he 
had amassed during depredations extending over many 
years.* But more important conquests were yet in store 
for Clive and Watson, who, in the race they ran for glory, 
were every way worthy to be competitors. 

Embarking Clive’s small force, Admiral Watson sailed 
on the IGth of October, 1766, for Calcutta, which had 
been captured by the Nabob Suraja Dowlah, who had com- 
mitted atrocities on our countrymen for which his name 
will be handed down, in conjunction with that of Nana 
Sahib, for the execration of posterity. With rare resolution 
and ability the heavy ships were worked up the Hooghly, 
towards Calcutta, a seaman of the name of Strachan per- 
forming on the way an amusing and half-involuntary feat, 
eminently characteristic of the British sailor, which is 
chronicled by Yonge in his interesting “ History of the 
British Navy.” 

The fleet having anchored near the first fort, Budge- 
Budge, the boats landed Clive and his men, and preparations 
were being made to attack at daybreak, when in the middle 
of the night a shout was heard, and news came to the fleet 
that the British were in possession. And so it was : a single 


^ Grant Duff’s History of the Mahrattas.” 
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seaman, named Strachan, half-drunk, had strolled under 
the walls, and clambered up to the top of a breach, which 
had been made by a short cannonade from Watson’s ship 
on the preceding evening. Finding only a few natives 
sitting on the platform, he Siouted out, “ The place is mine !” 
and to make his words good, fired his pistol into the middle 
of them. Tho Indians resisted for a moment, but two or 
three of Strachan’s messmates had followed him, and joined 
in the fray. The noise drew the attention of some of the 
soldiers who were not far off. Directed by the tumult to 
the spot, a score of them swarmed up the same breach, the 
garrison fled at tho opposite gate, and Budge-Budge was 
ours, having been gained with the loss of one life only, that 
of Captain Campbell, who was accidentally shot by one of 
his own men. 

The next morning, whicli had been fixed for the attack, 
there was nothing left to do but to inquire into the circum- 
stances of our success. Watson, who was a strict dis- 
ciplinarian, sent for Strachan, to hear his account of it. 

To be sure, sir,” said tho unconscious hero, ‘‘ it was I who 
took the foi't, but I hope there was no harm in it.” 

Tho admiral was amused by the answer, followed as it 
was by the sailor’s own account of tho transaction, as far as 
he understood it, and could not fail to be pleased at the 
result of the exploit ; but for the moment he thought it 
necessary to reprimand him for his drunkenness and absence 
from his ship. Strachan was sent forward after receiving 
an admonition, and was heard to express himself ener- 
getically to tho eflcct that, “ if ho were flogged for taking 
this fort, he Avould never take another.” We are told that 
he was not flogged, and that Admiral Watson would have 
gladly promoted him, but his craving for drink bi'ought him 
into such frequent disgrace that it was impossible. 

A week after this, on the 2nd January, 1757, the com- 
bined forces retook Calcutta, and then proceeding up the 
river, after encountering great obstacles ovring to tlie ships 
frequently grounding on the shoals, captured Hoogldy after 
a brief resistance. Watson now reinforced Clive’s small 
force with 500 seamen ; but soon after the Nabob, terrified 
by the audacity and success of the British, sued for and 
obtained peace. 
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Then followed an attack upon the strong French settle- 
ment at Chandernagore, which yielded to the genius of the 
naval and military chiefs. Watson proceeded up the river 
to the town, which is thirty miles higher up than Hooghiy, 
on board the Kent^ 70 guns, and Pocock, shifting his flag to 
the Tiger ^ 60, accompanied him. It was,'^ says Sir John 
Malcolm, in his Life of Clive, ‘‘a subject of wonder” how 
these admirals could work up the river in the face of the 
difficulties and dangers that beset every mile of their course, 
but, nevertheless, they surmounted them all, and anchoring 
clo^e under tlie walls of Chandernagore, opened fire upon 
the works. These were armed with 120 heavy guns, besides 
mortars, and were well served by French artillerymen ; but 
Watson, assisted by Clive from the land side, poured so 
destructive a fire upon them that in three hours the garrison 
suri'endered. Thus the death-blow was dealt to the French 
power in India, and even the appi*eciative biographer of 
Clive allows that the chief credit of this brilliant result was 
due to Admiral Watson and his sailors. But it was not 
consummated without severe loss. The Tiger had 63 men 
killed and wounded, among the latter being Admiral 
Pocock, and the Kent lost 68, both vessels being also 
severely damaged in hull and rigging. 

We were soon at war again with the Nabob, and within 
three months of the fall of the French stronghold of 
Chandernagore, was fought the decisive and glorious battle 
of Plassey. A brigade of sailors from the fleet participated 
in the dangers and glories of this action, which took place on 
the 2 3rd J une, 1757. Soon after. Admiral W atson’s d eath of 
fever robbed him of the rewards to which he was entitled, 
and which he would doubtless have received from the home 
government. Fortunately for British interests, his suc- 
cessor, Pocock, was a man imbued with the late admiral’s 
self-sacrificing patriotism, and endowed with professional 
talents of a high order. He was destined soon to exhibit 
them ; for the French ministry, determined on making a 
great effort to restore the ascendancy of their country in 
the East, despatched a fleet of 11 sail of the line and two 
frigates, under Comte d’Ach4, having on board a well- 
appointed army of upwards of 3,000 men, commanded by 
Comte Lally. 
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Tlie French admiral lost much time on his way out in 
visiting Rio, Mauritius, and the Isle of Bourbon, and did 
not arrive until nearly a year after ho set sail from France, 
before which Pocock had received reinforcements which 
enabled him to meet him at sea, though still numerically 
far his inferior. An indecisive action was fought off 
Negapatam on the 28tli April, 1758, and on the 10th 
September, in the following year, another battle took place, 
in which Pocock’s fleet, carrying 5 GO guns, engaged the 
Comte d’Achc, whose shii^s htid an armament of 820 guns. 
The result was again indecisive ; but the French squadron 
bore up and quitted the scene of action, leaving the British 
in too disabled a state to follow them up. Our nine ships 
lost 184 men killed and 385 wounded, the casualties of 
their antagonists being estimated at 1,500. 

Admiral Pocock returned to England after this hardly- 
contested battle, and was deservedly rewarded with the 
ribbon of the Bath. 

In reviewing the events of the half-century following the 
signature of the Peace of Utrecht, it cannot, on the whole, 
be denied that it witnessed a decline in our glory upon the 
seas. When the news was spread in England that Admiral 
Holbourno, with 17 sail of the line and 5 frigates, had 
shrunk from an encouhter with 18 French ships of the 
lino and G frigates, justifying his timidity by the assertion 
that the enemy had “ a greater weight of metal,” there was 
an outburst of national indignation. Lord Chesterfield 
asserted that the admiral had coined “ a new phrase, and 
one unknown to Blake.” The great Pitt and the House of 
Commons attempted to shield Holboume, who had brought 
dishonour on the British flag ; but the King made his cele- 
brated mot, that th(', minister had taught him to look for 
public opinion outside the House of Commons. Our rulers 
then rushed to the extreme of severity, and, as we have 
seen, shot Admiral Byng. It was a cruel and unjust sen- 
tence ; it gave a shock to the public conscience ; but, says 
a writer, “ it produced an electric influence on the pro- 
fession.” 
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CHAPTER VIIL 
1758-1778. 

SnooeBses in North America — Expedition against Seaports on the 
coast of France — Admiral Boscawen’s Action with M. de la Olne, 
18th and 19th August, 1759 — ^Decisive Defeat of M. Conflans by 
Sir Edward Hawke, 20th and 2l8t November, 1759 — Commodore 
Boys’s Action of the 28th February, 1760 — The reduction of Basse- 
terre, in Guadeloupe, by Commodore Moore, 23rd January, 1759 — 
The Capture of Pondicherry, January, 1701 — A valuable Prize — 
Capture of Belleisle — Capture of Havannah by Sir George Pooock, 
July and August, 1761 — The Surrender of Manilla and the Philippine 
Islands to Admiral Cornish and Brigadier-General Draper, 5th 
October, 1761 — Capture of the Islands of Martinique and Grenada 
by Rodney and Hervey, in 1762 — ^Voyages of Discovery by Captains 
Cook, Byron, and other officers, 1764-1778 — The American War of 
Independence, 1776-1783 — Sir Peter Parker repulsed at Charleston, 
28th June, 1776 — Lord Howe's Action with Count d’Estaing, 18th 
August, 1778 — Battle between Admiral Keppel and Count d'Orvil- 
Hers, 27th August, 1778. 

The year 1758 is chiefly remarkable in our annals for the 
reduction of Louisburg, in Cape Breton, by an army of 
nearly 12,000 men under General Amherst, assisted by a 
fleet commanded by Admiral Boscawen, The expedition 
arrived off Louisburg in June, and the fleet engaged those 
batteries and forts which commanded the approaches from 
the sea, while the army successfully prosecuted the siege 
operations. After the capture of Louisburg, the whole of 
the island of Cape Breton, as also St. J ohn*8, were taken 
possession of, and have ever since remained an integnil por- 
tion of the dominions of the crown. The navy was present, 
though it can hardly be said to have participated in the 
glories of the capture of Quebec, achieved by the army, at 
which fell the immortal Wolfe. 

In the same year (1758) the fort of St. Louis, at iho 
mouth of the Senegal, on the west coast of Africa, was cap- 
tured from the French, and a little later an expedition of 
four sail of the line and four frigates bombarded, and after 



GREAT BATTLES OP THE BRITISH NAVY. 123 

a gallant resistance, captured, the island of Goree, which 
had foiled a previous effort by a smaller squadron. 

But tlie great minister, afterwards created Earl of Chat- 
ham, — ^the elder Pitt, as he is called, in contradistinction 
to his equally great son, who by his coalitions assisted so 
greatly to overthrow Bonaparte, — determined to strike a 
ijlow at the French dockyards and arsenals. Expeditions 
were fitted out against Bochefort, St. Malo, Cherbourg, and 
other places on the north-west coast of France, but in conse- 
quence of the incompetence of the military commanders who 
were associated with the admirals, they were not in every 
instance conducted to a successful issue. Hawke, Anson, 
and Howe formed a trio of seamen rarely equalled, even in 
our annals j but the generals selected by Pitt, as the Duke 
of Marlborough (a degenerate son of a mighty sire) and 
General Bligh, possessed neither energy nor ability. 

Hawke, when employed alone with the fleet, succeeded in 
his object of preventing a powerful force of mcn-of-war and 
transports from being despatched to America. On the 3rd 
April, 1758, ho entered the Basque Eoads, in which were 
five sail* of the line, seven frigates, and 40 merchantmen; 
and, notwithstanding that they were protected by heavy 
batteries on the Isle of Aix, they did not dare to ex- 
change shots with the dreaded English Admiral ; but the 
crews, throwing their guns and stores overboard, cut their 
cables and ran the ships aground. A second expedition 
sailed from Spithead on the 1st June, 1758, Lord Anson, 
who, at Pitt’s request, assumed the chief command, being 
directed to blockade Brest, while Commodore Howe, with 
a portion of the fleet, and 14,000 men under the Duke of 
Mai-Iborough, proceeded to attack the French coast from 
St. Malo to Havre. A great quantity of stores and 14 ships 
of war were destroyed near St. Malo ; but, at the end of a 
month, the expedition returned, the Duke not having ven- 
tured to attack that town or Cherbourg. Howe again quitted 
England on the 1st August, and his colleague. General Bligh,. 
was successful in captuiing Cherbourg, which surrendered 
without firing a shot. After destroying the fortifications 
and arsenals, the expedition proceeded against St. Malo, 
which the general attempted to reduce. The force at his 
disposal was too small, and a disaster ensued vrhich nearly 
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terminated in tlie capitulation or destruction of his little 
army. Our loss was 1,000 men, and had it not been for 
Howe^s great exertions with the boats of his squadron, 
would have been much greater. 

Early in 1759 the English ministry made strenuous 
efforts to thwart the preparations in progress in the French 
dockyards for the invasion of England, which had been 
* projected on a grand scale. One hostile fleet was being 
'equipped at Toulon under command of M. de la Clue, who 
proposed to effect a junction with the Marquis do Conflans, 
who was fitting out a still more powerful armament at Brest. 
It was arranged that the combined fleets were then to 
•embark the Duke d’Aiguillon's army from Havre, which 
was to land on our coasts, while M. Thurot, an experienced 
and successful officer, was to issue out of Dunkirk and 
throw a second land-force on the coast of Scotland or 
Ireland. Such was the project hatching against the peace 
»of these kingdoms, which was only baulked by the watch- 
fulness and gallantry of our seamen. George Bridges 
Bodney, lately promoted to rear-admiral, was the first to 
strike a blow against these deeply-laid schemes. Ho 
anchored in the roads of Havre on the 3rd July, 1759, with 
one 60-gun ship, four of 50 guns, and five frigates, besides 
a few bomb-vessels, and at daybreak on the following 
morning commenced a bombardment which continued with- 
out intermission for two days. The batteries were silenced, 
the stores and boats which were to transport the army of 
invasion burnt, and the admiral only consented to spare 
the town from a like fate by the promise of the com- 
mandant to destroy the remainder of the boats which had 
'escaped. He then returned to England, having, says a 
writer, “ so completely destroyed Havre, that it has never 
recovered its former importance as an arsenal for ships of 
war.” 

During the whole summer Admiral Hon. Edward 
Boscawen was blockading M. de la Clue in Toulon, with 
■the following ships : — Namur, 90, carrying the admiral’s 
"flag j Prince, 90, with Vice-Admiral Thomas Broderick on 
board ; the Newa/rk, 80 ; Warspite and Gulhden, 74 ; 
Conqueror and Swifimre, 70 ; Edgar and Alham, 64 ; 

America, Princess Louisa, and Jersey, 60; 



GBEAT BATTLES OF THE BRITISH NAVT. 


12 ^ 


Guernsey and Portlana, 50 ; besides 10 frigates, two sloops^ 
and two fire-ships. After an unsuccessful attempt with 
three line-of-battle ships to capture two of the enemy’s 
frigates from under some powerful batteries, Boscawen 
seeing that De la Clue, whose squadron numbered 12 ships 
of the line and three frigates, would not venture out of 
Toulon, proceeded to Gibraltar to refit his ships, leaving 
one of his frigates to cruize off' Malaga, and another off 
Ceuta, to give notice of any attempt of the French admiral 
to push through the Straits in order to join M. Conflans off’ 
Brest. On the 17th August, Captain McCleverty, of the 
Gibraltar frigate, discovered the enemy close over on tha 
Barbary shore, and immediately hastened to apprise^ 
Boscawen. The British fleet was quite unprepared, but,, 
with great exertions, was enabled to put to sea at 10 p.m., 
and, at seven o’clock on the following morning, seven 
sail of the enemy, which had cleared the Straits, were sighted- 
standing to tlie northward. The French admiral, mistaking 
the van division of the English for the remaining portion of 
his ships, at first stood towards them, but on finding out his 
mistake, made sail away. It was not until 2*30 that the 
Culloden, the leading ship, wus able to open fire with effect 
upon the Centaur^ the French rearmost vessel. Two hours* 
later Boscawen in the Narmir, having shot ahead of the 
rest of his fleet, brought to action the Ocean, 80, bearing the 
flag of the French admiral. The latter directed his tire- 
chiefly at the rigging of the Namur, until she having had 
her inaiiiniast and fore and main-topsail yards shot away, 
dropped astern. M. de la Clue, in order to escape, now 
crowded all sail with the rest of his fleet, with the exception 
of the Centaur, which, having lost her topmast, was unable- 
to fly, and at length was comx)elled to surrender, after a 
most gallant and j)rotracted resistance, in which she lost 
her captain, and 200 men killed. Admiral Boscawen, hav- 
ing shiftc'd liLs flag to the Newark, continued the chase all 
night, and at daylight on the morning of the 19th, four of 
the enemy’s ships were observed completely embayed about 
five leagues from Lagos, on the coiist of Portugal. The 
Ocean, having struck tlic ground, lost her masts, and wa» 
compelled to surrender to the America ; but, as it was not 
considered possible to get her off, she was burnt, and her 
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captain and officers transferred to tlie English ship. The 
French admiral, being severely wounded in the leg, was 
taken on shore, and died of his wounds at Lagos. A second 
ship, the Terrible, 64, struck her flag to the Wa/rapite ; the 
E^uhtahle, 74, which grounded, shared the fate of the 
Ocean ; and the Modiste, 64, was captured by Vice-Admiral 
Broderick’s squadron. Our total loss was 56 killed and 196 
wounded. 

The fleet assembling at Brest met with even a greater 
disaster than the Toulon squadron. Sir Edward Hawke 
had been blockading M. Conflans from May to November 
with a powerful fleet, consisting of the Royal George, 100, 
his flag-ship; the Union, 90, Vice-Admiral Sir Charles 
Hardy ; Duke, and Namur (Admiral Boscawen’s late ship), 
90; Mars, Warspite, Hercules, Torbay, Magnanime, Reso- 
lution, and Hero, 74 ; Swiftsure, Dorsetshire, Burford, 
Chichester, Temple, 70; Revei^e and Essex, 64; Kingston, 
Intrepid, Montagu, Dunkirk, and Defiance, 60; and ten 
frigates. 

The above fleet, having been driven by stress of weather 
off the French coast, took refuge in Torbay ; but, on the 
14th of November, proceeded to resume its station olf Brest. 
Hawke on his way learned that Conflans, taking advantage 
of his absence, had escaped to sea, and had been seen 
steering to the southward. Rightly divining that it was 
the French admiral’s intention to attack Commodore Duff’s 
squadron, which had been blockading a number of transports 
in Quiberon Bay, Hawke steered for that point ; but having 
to contend against a strong south-east wind, did not arrive 
off Belleisle before the morning of the 20th of November. 
One of his look-out frigates made the signal that a fleet was 
in sight, and Sir Edward immediately ordered his shi{)s into 
line of battle. It was blowing a fresh gale from the south 
west, but the weather soon cleared up, and tlie French fleet 
was discovered making every effort to get away under a press 
of sail ; for though the difference between the two fleets, 21 
sail of the line to 22, was only slightly in our favour, the 
odds were considered too great to ofler any chance of success 
to a French fleet. Sir Edward ordered seven of his head- 
most line-of-battle ships to give chase, and soon the pursuit 
became general, the two fleets carrying all the canvas they 
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could spread. At half-past two, the Warspile and Dorset- 
shire, having arrived np with the French rear, opened fire, 
and were .soon joined by other ships, when the action became 

determining to engage the French admiral, who 
bore his flag on board the SoMl Royal, 80, disregarded every 
obstacle that stood in his way, and passing by the other 
ships, reserved his fire for the antagonist he had singled 
out. It is related that, as he approached the SoleU Royal, 
his pilot remonstrated with him for pursuing M. Conflans 
among the islands and unknown waters to the south of 
Belleisle, declaring that he could not reach the enemy’s flag- 
ship without imminent danger of running on a shoal. “ You 
have done your duty,” said Hawke, “ in pointing out the 
danger j you are now to obey my orders, and lay me along- 
side the SoUil RoyalP Accordingly, straight for the 80-gun 
shi[) the pilot steered. As she was nearing her, a French 
74, the Theses, had the temerity to seek to divert the fire of 
the Royal George, when the huge line-of-battle ship sank her 
rash antagonist by a single broadside. 

Another work gives a different account of the loss of the 
Theses. This writer says tliat Lord Howe, who commanded 
the Magnaniine, having disabled her after a close engage- 
ment, passed on, when the captain of the Thhee, imagining, 
from a slight lull in the gale, that he could fight his lower- 
deck guns, opened his ports and commenced firing at the 
Torbay. Suddenly a heavy squall came on; the French 
ship filled and went down, and out of her crew of 800 men 
only 20 were saved by the boats of her adversary, who, 
following the example of the Theses in opening her lower- 
deck ports, nearly shared her fate. 

The Formidable, 80, flag of Hear- Admiral Verger, sus- 
tained the fire of the Resolution and some other ships for 
some time ; but at length, having lost 200 of her crew, 
struck her colours. The Superhe, 70, was sunk, and at 
5 p.m. the Ileros, having been closely engaged by Lord 
Howe, struck to that officer, though the sea ran so high 
that it was considered too dangerous to send a boat to take 
possession of her. 

What sailors call “ a dirty night ” now set in ; it blew 
great guns, and Hawke, unable to effect any further damage. 


Hawke, 



128 OBEAT BATTLES 'op THE BRITISH NAVY. 

and unwilling to stand out to sea, was forced to anchor for 
the night. In his despatch to the Admiralty he declared 
that had he had only two hours more of daylight, he would 
have destroyed or taken the whole French fleet. 

During the night frequent guns denoted the distressed 
condition of both friends and foes, and when morning broke, 
the lleroSy which, though she had surrendered, had en- 
deavoured to escape, and the Soldi Itoyal, were discovered 
to be both on shore. The Resolution^ 74, had also got on 
shore, and was totally wrecked, with the loss of a great 
many of her crew. Sir Edward Hawke ordered the Essex^ 
64, to stand towards her to render assistance, and to destroy 
the Soleil Royal ; but she also got ashore on the Forn Bank, 
and was wrecked, her crew, however, being saved. Greatly 
concerned at this disaster, the admiral sent in other ships to- 
bring off their crews and destroy the two Frenchmen. The 
Ueros was burnt, while her own crew set fire to the Soleil 
Royal, Seven or eight other French ships were observed 
at anchor in the river Villaiiie, and Hawke reconnoitered 
their position with the object of destroying tlicm ; but thi& 
was found impossible, for the crews had thrown their guns 
overboard, and warped their ships over the bar of tlie river 
into such shoal water that pursuit was out of the question. 
The caution thus displayed ensured the ruin of these ships, 
for they were so firmly grounded that their crews were ulti- 
mately compelled to destroy them. Hawke weighed anchor 
on the afternoon of the 23rd, and stood out to sea, having 
so roughly handled Conllans’s fleet that all possibility of 
invading this country was put out of the question. On 
the 26th of November he was joined at Belleislo by Admiral 
Saunders’s squadron, which had returned from America, 
after conducing to the capture of Quebec by Wolfe, and 
taking part in the other operations that terminated so glo- 
riously in the conquest of Canada. 

As to M. Thurot and the squadron ho commanded at 
Dunkirk, it was blockaded for some months; but the 
same gale that compelled Hawke to leave Brest, also 
forced Commodore Boys to stand out to sea. ■ The way 
being thus clear, Thurot got out with five frigates, and 
steered towards the noi-th. He was chased by Boys, who 
pressed so closely on his heels, that he was unable to attempt 
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anything against the coast of Scotland ; but was forced to 
take refuge in the Baltic, from whence he managed to escape 
to Bergen, in Norway, where he wintered. Early next 
year, finding that Boys had gone to the southward, Thurot 
rounded the Orkneys, and, though his squadron was dis- 
persed by a storm, so that two of his ships never rejoined 
him, he proceeded to the northern coast of Ireland and 
captured Carrickfergus. 

This success, however, proved his ruin, for a naval 
officer. Captain Elliott, who lay at Kinsale, having received 
information of the approach of an enemy at Carrickfergus, 
intercepted M. Thurot on the 2Sth of February, 1760. 
The British squadron consisted of one frigate of 32 guns, 
and two of 36, the united crews of which numbered 700 
men ; while the French commodore had under his orders 
the Marshal Belleishy 44, carrying 545 men, including 
troops, the 32-gun frigate Blonde, 400 men, and the 
Terpsichore, 26, 300 men. After a chase of five hours, 
Captain Elliott’s ship, the JSolus, having arrived alongside 
the Marshal BelleiCle, fired the first shot at 9 a.m., and, 
being well suppoi'ted by her companions, the action in a 
short time became general. The French commodore de- 
fended his ship with the utmost resolution, and at length 
fell a victim to his gallantry. His ship’s bowsprit, inizen- 
mast, and maiuyard were shot away ; but her acting com- 
mander would not yield until she was reduced to a sinking 
state, and her decks were covered with killed and wounded. 
Alter an action of one hour and a half, all the French ships 
struck their colours, having sustained during the conflict 
a loss of 300 mei^ while our killed and wounded only 
amounted to 36. 

In the West Indies, a squadron of nine ships of the line 
and a frigate, under command of Commodore Moore, embark- 
ing a body of troops, proceeded early in 1759 against the 
island of Giiadaloupe, arriving off the capital, Basseterre, 
WYL the 23rd January. Moore, notwithstanding the opinion 
^f the military engineer that the fortifications were too 
strong to be successfully assailed, immediately laid his ships 
alongside the walls, and battered them with such effect 
that in a few hours he silenced the fire of the citadel and 
batteries, blew up the chief powder-magazine, captured the 

X 
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vessels which lay in the roads, and compelled the town to 
surrender. The soldiers were landed under command of 
General Hopson, and, after three months’ operations against 
the fortified positions in the interior, the whole island was 
reduced, and ultimately the other neighbouring French 
islands ^o came into our possession. 

In the East Indies Admiral Stevens, the successor of 
Sir George Pocock, who had been created a Knight of the 
Bath for his hard-fought actions with M. d’Aclj6, contri- 
buted greatly, by his cordial co-operation with the army, 
to the success that crowned the efforts of the gallant Eyre 
Coote in driving the French out of the Carnatic. He block- 
aded Carrical and forced it to surrender, and, during the 
siege of Pondicherry, cut out of the harbour two French 
frigates in the most gallant style. Though driven off the 
coast by a terrible hurricane, in which some of his ships 
foundered with all hands on board, the indefatigable admiral 
returned as soon as the storm subsided, and frustrated by 
his skill and watchfulness every attempt of the enemy to 
throw supplies into the beleaguered city. At length the 
efforts of the admiral, and of that distinguished soldier. 
Sir Eyi'e Coote, were crowned with the success they so well 
merited, and Pondicheny surrendered before the close of 
January, 1761. 

The events of the years 1760 and 1761 present a large 
number of single actions, in which our sailors fully upheld 
their renown for reckless gallantry, no matter what the odds 
against which they might be opposed ; but our space forbids 
us to notice these, even in the most cursory manner. As a 
proof of the extraordinaiy skill in gunnery attained by 
British seamen, the case may be instanced of the BeUonay 
74, engaging the CourageiLXy when the latter, after an action 
of forty minutes, surrendered, having lost out of her crew 
of 700 men, 200 killed and 110 wounded. 

In the West Indies, Admiral Holmes falling in with a 
French squadron of five ships, destroyed or captured four of 
the number. At the mouth of the St. Lawrence, Commo- 
dore Bjrron captured the whole of another squadron, while 
Lord Colville, with five sail of the line, prevented supplies 
being sent up the same river to the French army, which 
was vainly endeavouring the recapture of Quebea The 



GREAT BATTLES OP THE BRITISH NAVY. 


131 


Britisli Government now first established a powerful flotilla 
for service on the American lakes, a force that performed good 
service in assisting the military in the conquest of Canada^ 
which was completed in the autumn of this year. 

In October, 1760, George IL died, and was succeeded by 
his son, whose memorable reign, rendered even more glorious 
by the achievements of the navy than that of his father, lasted 
isixty years, and at its close left England as it found it at 
its commencement, at the summit of military renown. 

War was declared by our Government against Spain oa 
the 4th January, 1761, and among the ships of that power 
taken by our cmisers was a rich galleon, which gave to the 
fortunate captors, the crews of two frigates, no less than 
£519,70o. Is. 6d. in prize-money ; the shares of each of the 
captains being about £65,000, while the lieutenants received 
upwards of £13,000 apiece, the warrant officers £4,336, the 
petty officers £1,800, and each seaman £485. An anecdote 
is related of the gallant tars of the Actceon and Favowrite^ 
which has often been repeated, as affording an amusing in- 
stance of the simplicity and extravagance of the British 
seaman, — qualities which are, happily, now-a-days greatly 
neutralized by savings banks, sailors^ homes, and other similar 
institutions for keeping him clear of the land sharks that dog 
his steps directly the honest but foolish fellow puts his foot on 
terra firma. The seamen of the two frigates, amazed at find- 
ing themselves masters of a sum of money, such as they had 
never even dreamt of possessing, turned their whole atten- 
tion to the best method for speedily ridding themselves of 
the unexpected encumbrance. They bought up all the 
watches to be had at Portsmouth, from Jews or crimps, and 
fried them over galley fires ; they passed a formal resolution 
{fancy Jack at a meeting at the “ Benbow Arms,” or the 
Three Jolly Sailors,” pipe in one hand and glass of grog 
in the other, taking part in “proceedings ” of any sort, ex- 
cept thrashing Frenchmen or Spaniards to his heart’s con- 
tent !) makirig a gold-laced hat a necessary part of every 
sailor’s “ rig,” and were only restrained from inflicting sum- 
mary punishment on one unhappy wight, who appeared in 
a hat ornamented only with silver, by an assurance that he 
did not go to the hatters until alter the gold lace had all been 
sold, but that he had made the man take the money all the 
K 2 
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same, an explanation that was gravely received as satis* 
factory. 

In April of the new year (1761), a combined military and 
naval expedition was fitted out against Belleisle, and though 
the troops under (General Hodgson at first met with a re- 
pulse in which they lost 500 men, yet ultimately the garri- 
son, driven from their forts and strong ground near the sea 
by the fire of the fleet, consisting of 10 sail of the line and 
eight frigates, commanded by Commodore Keppel, were 
compelled to take refuge in the citadel, which was soon after 
surrendered by the governor, M. de St. Croix, the garrison 
receiving honourable terms in consideration of the gallantry 
displayed by them. The fortifications on the island of Aix 
were then destroyed, and after placing a strong garrison in 
Belleisle, and leaving a squadron to cruise about it and the 
Basque Beads, the general and commodore returned to 
England. 

As soon as war was declared against Spain, the successor 
of the elder Pitt — who had resigned in the previous Sep- 
tember, in consequence of the rejection of his advice to com- 
mence hostilities against the Spanish king before the return 
to Europe of the annual treasure fleet — adopted the plans of 
that great war minister, and it was resolved to despatch an 
expedition against Havannah, which, from the unrivalled ex- 
cellence of its harbour, and greatness of its commerce, has 
always been considered the most important city in the island 
of Cuba, the richest of all the Spanish colonies. From hence 
the treasure-ships started for Spain : it contained an arsenal 
and dockyard of great magnitude, and warehouses filled with 
stores for its wealthy and luxurious population of 50,000 
souls. The forts and batteries defending this city mounted 
over 350 guns ; its garrison numbered 20,000, and in its 
harbour lay 12 sail of the line and three frigates. 

Sir George Pocock, who was directed to undertake the 
reduction of this famous city, sailed from Ireland on the 5th 
March, with a small squadron, and some 4', 000 men, com- 
manded by the Earl of Albemarle, with authority to rein- 
force his fleet with the squadrons already in those waters. 
The preliminary arrangements were all carried out as pro- 
posed, and he eventually arrived off Havannah with 22 sail 
of the line, four ships of 50 guns, 10 frigates, and 17 sloopa 
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.and smaller vessels, besides a vast fleet of transports, having 
on board 14,000 soldiers. Keppel, the admiral’s second in 
oommand, conducted the disembarkation on the 7th July. 
The brunt of the siege operations naturally fell upon the 
army, but the fleet cannonaded the outer forts. The chief 
obstacle "was the strong castle of El Moro, which was ob- 
stinately defended for seven weeks by the commandant, 
Don Luis de Valasco, who died in the breach, sword in hand. 
At length, when liis successor, the Marquis Gonzales, and 
half his men had fallen, the castle was surrendered, and on 
the 11th August, within a fortnight of its capture, the 
•entire city capitulated. Our casualties had been heavy, the 
.army alone having lost 1,800 men killed and wounded, but 
the acquisition was splendid. The prize-money actually paid 
to the captors amounted to upwards of X7 3 6,000, and nine 
line-of-battlc ships found in the harbour were sent to England. 

The British army was also equally victorious in the East. 
An expedition was fitted out against Manilla, the land 
portion of which, consisting of 2,300 Europeans and sepoys, 
'under a distinguished oflSlcer, Brigadier Draper, sailed from 
Madras at the beginning of August, 1761. Admiral Cornish, 
who had lately succeeded to the command in the East 
Indies, sailed for the same destination with a squadron of 
seven sail of the line and four other ships, cany in g altogether 
4,330 men. When the fleet anchored in Manilla Bay on 
the 23rd September, the Spaniards were totally unprepared 
to receive them. A summons to surrender having been 
refused, preparations to land the troops were commenced, 
as it was resolved to attack the city itself in the first instance, 
and after its capture a fortified suburb and citadel called 
Cavete, which commanded the entrance to the inner harbour. 
Owing to the rough weather the disembarkation of the 
troops occupied three days, but notwithstanding the heavy 
surf, they were landed by the boats of the fleet, under the 
direction of Captain Kempenfeldt, who subsequently met so 
tragic a fate at Spithead on board the Royal George, The 
siege was pushed on with great vigour by General Draper, 
whose small force had been strengthened by a reinforcement 
'Of 1,000 sailors and marines ; and on the 5th October, 
ten days after its commencement, the breach being pro- 
nounced practicable, the city was stormed after an hour of 
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heavy fighting. The citadel of Cavete also surrendered with- 
out firing a shot, and the submission of Manilla carried with 
it that of the Philippine Islands, together with a large amount 
of treasure and stores. The city itself was ransomed from 
pillage by the promise of an indemnity of 4,000,000 dollars. 

Our soldiers and sailors were not less successful in the* 
West Indies. In January, 1762, a powerful fleet of 18 sail 
of the line, 14 frigates, and 9 sloops, under the command of 
Kodney, with 14,000 soldiers under General Monk ton, was 
directed against Martinique. As the operations that resulted 
in the reduction of the strong defences of Fort Royal were 
chiefly conducted by the army, we will not enter into a de- 
tailed account of them, which may be perused in Mundy's 
interesting “Life of Rodney.” A brigade of 1,000 blue 
jackets was landed by the admiral, and took a prominent- 
part in the operations. The enei’gy and hardiness they 
displayed astonished the ofiicers of the army, one of whom,, 
in a letter quoted in the above-mentioned work, draws a 
lively picture of the unflagging spirit and defiance of all 
danger with which these gallant fellows worked in throwing 
up the batteries, and dragging over precipitous rocks guns 
and mortars, without any regard to natural obstacles or the- 
weight of the burdens. Alter the capture of Fort Royal, 
Rodney despatched Captain Hervey, who had distinguished 
himself in tliese operations, to the bay of La Trinity, on 
the opposite side of the island, the forts commanding which 
he seized with his seamen ; thus rendering a retention of the 
strong town of St. Pierre impossible. 

Captain Hervey was now sent with a division of his ships- 
against Santa Lucia, which surrendered, as did also the 
islands of Grenada and St. Vincent. Thus the French were 
completely driven from the Caribbees. A temporary French 
success, in the capture of St. John's, near Newfoundland,, 
on the 24th June, 1762, soon resulted in their final expul- 
sion from that island in the autumn of the same year. 

The Spanish and French were alike both disgusted with 
their unlfoim ill success during the war, and the preliminaries* 
of peAce were agreed to in the first week of Nov’ember, 
1762, the definite treaty, known to historians as the Peace- 
of Paris, being signed on the 10th February, in the following, 
year. Lord Rute, the prime minister, a man of a narrow 
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intellect, secured good terms for the nation, if we regard our 
position before the war ; but, considering the vast sacrifices 
of blood and treasure made by the country, and the glorious 
achievements of our soldiers and sailors in every quarter of 
the globe, a more patriotic minister might have coerced our 
exhausted enemies into permanently ceding to us more of 
our conquests. 

We retained Canada and Cape Breton, and received back 
Minorca in exchange for Belleislej but wo restored to 
France, Martinique, Gundaloupe, and Santa Lucia, in the 
West Indies, and Pondicherry in the East Indies, with the 
stipulation that she was to erect no fortifications or keep 
troops in Bengal. To Spain we yielded up Manilla, and 
exchanged Havannah for the barren province of Florida. 
At the conclusion of this war, known in history as the 
“Seven Years* War” — in which our chief ally on the con- 
tinent was the rising power of Prussia, then ruled by that 
mighty warrior prince, Frederick II., called the Great — 
our fleet was in a most efficient state. We had 80 ships 
mounting between 100 and 70 guns, 91 having between 70 
and 50 guns, 85 frigates of between 44 and 28 guns, and 
123 sloops and smaller vessels. The total of the seamen 
manning this powerful navy was 70,000, a truly formidable 
number when we consider that the population of these isles, 
including Ireland, was little above 12 millions. 

Until the unfortunate war with our A mcrican colonies in 
1776 — a conflict which, looking to its disastrous results and 
the consequent loss of prestige, threatened to bring this 
country down from its proud pedestal as the chiefest of 
powers of the first rank — ^there is nothing to chronicle in 
our naval history beyond the peaceful achievements of 
science and discovery; but the interval is nevertheless 
memorable in our naval annals as that in which that great 
seaman, Captain James Cook, made his voyages of discovery 
to the South Seas. The incidents which marked the progress 
of these circumnavigations, from the day in August, 1768, 
when he started from Plymouth in the Endeiivour of 370 
tons, for the main object of observing at the newly-discovered 
island of Otaheite the ti’ansit of Venus, which was to take 
place on the 3rd June in the following year, to his cruel 
murder in December, 1778, at Owhyhee, the largest of the 
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Sandwich islands, are of a deeply interesting character ; and 
to those of our readers, whether adult or youthful, who have 
not perused their records, we would give the advice to do so, 
as they are more interesting than half the books of imagi- 
nary adventures with which the press teems. Some years 
before Cook embarked from Plymouth, in 1764, Commodore 
Byron, already mentioned in the account of Anson’s voyage 
as an officer of the Wager ^ made interesting observations in 
Patagonia, and discovered several islands in the South 
Pacific Ocean ; and in the following year other officers ; 
Captains Carteret and Wallis, discovered more islands, 
among the number being Otaheite, The American War of 
Independence furnishes little material for a history of the 
Battles of the British Navy, perhaps rather a subject of con- 
gratulation than otherwise ; the events of the war which 
ended so disastrously for Britain were chiefly of a military 
character, and the operations of the fleet, except in a few 
instances, were chiefly combined with, and subordinate to, 
those of the army. 

In June, 1776, Commodore Sir Peter Parker was sent 
with two 50-gun ships, four frigates, and some smaller vessels, 
to co-operate with a land force under command of General 
Clinton, against Charleston ; but the attack ended in failure. 
Three of the frigates got aground in their endeavours to take 
up the post assigned to them, and the remainder sustained 
for ten hours the fire of all the batteries. Our seamen fought 
their guns with unflinching courage, and at one time drove 
the American gunners away from their batteries ; but the 
British troops were unable to cross the passage between Long 
Island and Sullivan’s Island, so as to capture the evacuated 
works, and ultimately the Americans returned, and Sir 
Peter Parker was forced most reluctantly to signal the 
squadron of four ships, which had borne the brunt of the 
day, to discontinue the action. His own ship, the Bristol^ 
50, which had suffered most severely, lost 36 men killed, 
including the master, and 70 wounded, many of them mor- 
talljr, among the number being Captain Morris, who died 
on the 5th J uly. A second ship, the Experiment, 50, had 
23 men killed and 55 wounded, including the captain, who 
lost his right arm. Having re-embarked the troops, Sir 
Peter Parker left Charleston, and joining Lord Howe 
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•at New York, took part shortly afterwards in the reduction 
•of Long Island. 

Captain Douglas, with two frigates and a sloop, made his 
way up the St. Lawrence, and was engaged in the opera- > 
tions which resulted in raising the siege of Quebec by the 
colonists ; this gallant officer, on the 12th October in this 
year, also defeated General Arnold, a distinguished soldier 
of the United States, in an action fought on Lake Champlain, 
capturing or burning the entire flotilla of the enemy, and 
establishing our supremacy on this large lake during the 
remainder of the war. Sir George Collier captured, in the 
summer of 1777, the Ilamock, American frigate, after a 
spirited chase of 36 hours ; and during this and the following 
years many sanguinary actions took place between our 
frigates and those of the enemy, generally with success on 
our side. But wc had soon a more formidable enemy to 
compete with at sea ; for, when France, taking advantage 
of our difficulties, acknowledged the independence of the 
United States, we retaliated by a declaration ofwar. 

The French Government despatched a powerful fleet to 
America to the assistance of the colonists, and on the 11th 
July it appeared off Sandy Hook, in the harbour behind 
which Admiral Lord Howe, who had done good service in 
the previous year when co-operating with his brother. Sir 
William Howe, in his campaign on the Delaware, "was 
lying, with the view of keeping up communications with 
the army, which had its head-quarters in New York. Count 
d^Estaing, the French admiral, had under his orders a 
superior fleet to that of Lord Howe ; and the latter, though 
•as desirous as his sailors for a trial of strength, wisely 
deferred it until the arrival of Admiral Byron, who had 
been despatched with reinforcements from England. Leaving 
Sandy Hook, D’Estaing withdrew to the northward, and 
soon after four large ships of Byron’s squadron arriving, 
'the British admiral issued out in search of the enemy, and 
on the 9th August found him in Narragansett harbour, 
whither he had gone to assist in an attack upon Bhode 
Island. Count d’Estaing weighed anchor, and advanced to- 
wards the British fleet, but seemed loth to attack. Two days 
were consumed in attempts by LordHowe to gain the weather- 
^uge, and at the end of that time a fuiious storm, which 
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fell upon the two fleets, so crippled the enemy's ships, that 
the British admiral resolved to assume the aggressive. An 
action between individual ships, which were separated from 
the main fleets, ensued on the 18th of Aupst, in which 
the French suffered severely, but no decisive result was 
obtained. D'Estaing retired to Boston, and after pursuing 
him thither. Lord Howe returned to New York. Soon 
after Admiral Byron arrived, and his lordship, deputing 
to him the chief command, sailed for England. During 
the remainder of the year 1778 little was done by the 
main fleets in American waters ; though one squadron under 
Commodore Evans expelled the French from some islands 
on the coast of Newfoundland, and another, under Com- 
modore Parker, assisted in the capture of Savannah ; 
while we, on the other hand, lost Dominica. In Europe 
in this year some naval events of importance also occurred. 

On the 12th of June Admiral Keppel, hoisting hia flag 
in the Victory^ of 110 guns, put to sea with a fleet of 20 sail 
of the line and three frigates, with orders to prevent the 
French fleet, then fitting out at Brest, from proceeding to 
sea ; but learning from the papers of two captured French 
frigates that the enemy’s fleet in Brest amounted to 32 sail 
of the line and 12 frigates, he returned to Spithead for rein- 
forcements which had been promised him. Keppel put to 
sea again on the 11th of July with a magnificent fleet of 30 
sail of the line, among them six 90-gun ships, one of SO- 
guns, and 15 of 74, together with six frigates. His 
admirals were Sir Robert Harland, who hoisted his flag in 
the Queen, 90, and Sir Hugh Palliser, who went on board 
the Formidable, Among his captains were some ofl&cers 
who afterwards attained the highest distinction ; as Jervis in 
the Foudroyant, 80, and Alexander Hood, afterwards Lord 
Bridport, in the Robust, 74. In the meantime Louis had 
despatched the Comte d’Orvilliers to sea with an equally 
powerful fleet, consisting of his flagship, the Bretagne, of 
110 guns, one ship of 92 guns, three of 80, 13 of 74, 12 of 
64, one of 50, and 13 frigates. The British fleet had on 
board 2,278 guns, the French 2,222; and though this exhibits 
a slight superiority on our part, yet their ordnance were of 
larger calibre, while in number of men the French had the 
advantage. One of Count d’Orvilliers’ officers was the Duke 
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of Chartres, afterwards Duke of Orleans, better known in 
history by his nickname 6galit6, a wretch who voted for 
the execution of his relative the unfortunate Louis XVI., 
and paid the penalty of his crime by himself falling under 
the avenging stroke of the guillotine. 

The rival fleets sighted each other on the 23rd of August, 
when D’Orvilliers, shunning a conflict with a force of equal 
strength, thus tacitly acknowledging British superiority, 
made sail in full retreat. Keppel signalling to his fleet to 
form in line of battle, gave chase. The pursuit continued 
for four days ; but on the 27th a slight shift of wind placed it 
in the British admiraFs power to force on an action. Thia 
he was not slow in doing, and a partial engagement ensued. 
In order to bring his fleet into better order, for they had been 
much scattered in their eagerness in the chase, Keppel 
made the signal to Sir Hugh Palliser, who was four miles 
to leeward, to chase to windward. After some manoeu- 
vring D’Orvilliers, finding that he could not cross the British 
line with his whole fleet, determined on bearing up and 
passing to leeward of it. 

At about 11.45, the opened her fire upon the Bre- 

tagney which was followed by the VUle de Paris, 92, and 
each ship of the French line as it passed to windward. 
The van division, led by Sir Robert Harland, sustained little 
loss ; but the rear, under Sir Hugh Palliser, suffered more 
heavily, owing to its being exposed for a greater length of 
time to the fire of the French fleet. At 1.30 D'OrvHliers, 
having passed along the British line, Keppel made the signal 
for the fleet to wear and follow the enemy, and the Victory 
and ships of his division wore accordingly ; but it was found 
impossible to continue on the port tack, owing to the shot- 
holes many of his ships had received between wind and 
water, and he therefore again wore round to the starboard 
tack and edged off the wind. On his part, the French 
admiral came to the wind on the same tack, the starboard, 
thus placing himself on the lee beam of the British fleet. 
Owing, however, either to disobedience or a misunderstand- 
ing on the part of Sir Hugh Palliser, who did not close' 
with the van and centre of 3ie British as they edged away 
in chase, the rear-admiral made no attempt to renew the 
action, and, as was afterwards alleged, by his example 



HO GREAT BATTLES OP THE BRITISH NAVY. 

prevented the rest of his squadron from going to the sup- 
port of the admiral and Sii‘ Robert Harland. Later in the 
afternoon, Kcppel sent a frigate to him with an express 
■^order to bear down ; but he did not do so, and it was not 
until daylight the next morning that the Formidable again 
took up the station assigned her. But D*Orvilliers was in 
no mood to continue tlio battle, and leaving three of his 
fastest sailors to keep up the same lights as were shown by 
his flagship, made sail away : as soon as day broke, these 
■frigates alone wore discovered, and they crowded all sail to 
rejoin their admiral. Keppel now returned to Plymouth 
to repair the damages his ship the Victory and five more of 
his vessels had received to no inconsiderable extent ; for the 
Prench, according to their custom, aimed chiefly at tho 
spars and rigging. The battle was indecisive, as no ship 
was taken on either side, though we were clearly tho 
victors, as the flight of the French on the night of the 27th 
incontestably proved. Our total loss was 133 killed and 
■373 wounded; that of the French 163 killed and 519 
wounded. 

No action, if we except those of Admiral Matthews and 
•of Byng off Minorca, ever gave rise to more discussion 
and recrimination. As usual political considerations were 
brought into play, and the question of who was to blame 
for the failure became a party affair. Palliser was not 
only a supporter of Lord Noiili’s ministry, but a lord of 
the Admiralty ; while Keppel was an ardent member of the 
opposition, and had carried his predilection for the policy 
enunciated by its leaders to such an extent that, on the 
breaking out of hostilities with our colonies, he had refused 
the chief command of the fleet destined to coerce them, 
which had in consequence been conferred on Lord Howe. 

Palliser, soon after his return to England, made a de- 
mand on Keppel that he should deny the truth of the 
•charges of cowardice and incapacity levelled at him in 
the press. This, as commander-in-chief of the fleet, 
Keppel declined to do. His refusal gave rise to ill- 
feeling and controversy, and, at length, Palliser preferred 
.an accusation against his superior officer, for that be had 
not only failed to draw up his fleet in line of battle, 
<but by his ill-judged signals had increased that disorder, 
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and that it was owing to the nnofficer-like want of method 
in those signals, that a general engagement was not brought 
on.” Other articles accused him of failing to take the- 
needful steps to renew the action, and, by his mismanage- 
ment, of exposing Palliser to be cut off by the enemy, and 
of not chasing the enemy on the morning of the 28th 
August. After a lengthy trial, in which every captain in 
the fleet was examined on one side or the other, Keppel 
confuted the charges, and was unanimously acquitted by the 
couiii-martial on the 11th February, 1779. The popular 
feeling against Sir Hugh Palliser ran very high all through 
the trial ; one mob attacked his house in Pall Mall, and 
made a bonfire of all his furniture, and by a second he was 
burnt in effigy on Tower Hill. While the most general 
illuminations that had been seen in the reign ratified the 
verdict of the naval court that acquitted his chief. Sir Hugh 
now, in turn, found his own conduct subjected to the test of 
a court-martial ; but he was, in general terms, acquitted of 
the charges brought against him. 

The llouse of Commons passed a vote of thanks to 
Keppel for his conduct in the battle ; but the gallant admiral 
was so disgusted with the treatment he had received from 
the Admiralty, that he wrote a long letter to the king, 
complaining of the conduct of the ministers, and resigning 
his command of the Channel Fleet, from which he had not 
been displaced during his trial. Three years afterwards, 
when his friend Lord Hockingham became Prime Minister, 
he was raised to the peerage with the title of Viscount, and 
was appointed to preside over the Admiralty. It should be 
said to his credit that during the short time he held tliat 
office he displayed great zeal for the service as well as energy 
and judgment, and it was due to his initiative that a general 
order was issued that all ships should have a copper 
sheathing, an innovation which his knowledge as a practical 
seaman taught him would be a great improvement. 
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OHAPTEE IX. 

1779-1783. 

'Vice-Admiral Byron’s Action off Grenada with Count d'Estaing, on the 
6th July, 1779 — ^Frifrate Actions fought during the year 1779 — 
Sir George Bodney’s Victory off Cape St. Vincent, 16th January, 
X7S0— His indecisive Action with Be Gnichen on the 17th April, 
1780 — Captain Horatio Nelson’s Exploit at Fort St. Juan in 1780— 
Sir Samuel Hood’s affair with the Comte de Grasse, 28th April, 1781 
—Action between Sir Thomas Graves and the Comte de Grasse, 
6th September, 1781 — Vice-Admiral Hyde Parker’s Engagement 
with the Dutch fleet, 5th August, 1781 — Commodore Johnstone beats 
off De Suffrein at Port Praya, on the 16th April, 1781 — Sir George 
Bodney’s great Victory over the Comte de Grasse, 12th April, 
1782 — Belief of Gibraltar by Lord Howe, 1782— -Sir Edward 
Hughes’s Actions in the East Indies with M. de Suffrein, 6th 
February, 12th April, 6th July, 3rd September, 1782 ; 20th June, 
1783. 

In the West Indies, Admiral Byron, who had succeeded Lord 
Howe in the supreme naval command, fought, during the 
course of the year 1779, a successful action with Count 
d’Estaing. The French admiral had been unable to pre- 
vent the capture of the island of Santa Lucia by an in- 
ferior squadron under admiral Barrington, in conjunction 
with a force of 4,000 soldiers commanded by General 
Grant ; but in June of this year, hearing that Byron had 
moved up to St. Christopher's, he took advantage of his 
absence to master St. Vincent, and then proceeded 
with 25 sail of the line and 12 frigates, having on board 
6,500 troops, against Grenada. This island was bravely 
defended by Lord Macartney, the governor; but after en- 
during a heavy bombardment for two days, his lordship was 
forced to surrender, on the 4th July. 

Byron, hearing of the fall of Santa Lucia, and the pro- 
jected attack on Grenada, proceeded thither with all speed, 
but arrived two days too late. The admiral had with 
him only 21 line-of-battle ships and one frigate, with Bar- 
rington as his vice-admiral, and Hyde Parker and Joshua 
Bowley his rear-admirals ; but thinking, from what he 
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coTild see of the enemy as they were getting under weigh 
at daybreak of the 6th July, that they were in inferior 
force, he made the signal for a general chase to the south- 
west, and for each ship to engage as she arrived up. 
Admiral Byron soon discovered the mistake into which lie 
had fallen regarding the force opposed to him ; but this did 
not alter his determination to fight, and he gave the signal 
for close action. At 7.30, the Prince of Wales^ 74, flying 
the flag of Vice-Admiral Hon. S. Barrington, Boyne^ 70, 
and Sultan, 74, gallantly commenced the battle, and the 
whole British line soon afterwards became exposed to the 
enemy’s fire, as the French fleet, steering to the north-west, 
passed to leeward across their bows. Our rearmost ships, 
the Grafton, 74, Cornwall, 74, and lAon, 64, being to leeward 
of their stations, were exposed to the fire of the whole 
French line, and suffered very much, while the Monmouth, 
64, having, in the most gallant style, bore up in order to 
get nearer the enemy’s van, was completely disabled. The 
fleets passed one another, sailing thus in opposite and 
parallel lines, and at 10 a.m., D’Estaing, having cleared the 
van of our line, tacked, and hauled close to the wind, with 
the intention of cutting off* the disabled ships, and also the 
transports. In order to frustrate the designs of the French 
admiral, and renew the action, Byron also tacked, and bore 
up to their support, but D’Estaing, as on so many previous 
occasions during the last two years, avoided a close conflict 
when he saw the resolution of - his antagonist to accept a 
challenge, and, making sail, escaped to windward. 

In this indecisive action, our loss was 183 killed and 
346 wounded, among the number being Vice-Admiral 
Barrington. The French fleet, which was stated to have 
lost 1,200 killed and 1,500 wounded, made the best of its 
way to Grenada, and the British ships returned to St. 
Christopher’s. Towards the end of the summer, Byron set 
sail for England, leaving the command to Rear-Admiral 
Hyde Parker, who, in conjunction with Commodore Sir 
George Collier, had great success in capturing the armed 
ships and merchantmen of France and the United States, — 
the gallant commodore on one occasion, with one ship of 
64 guns, five frigates, and one sloop, destroying a squadron 
of 18 frigates and smaller vessels, mounting 330 guns. 
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On the other hand, our navy sustained losses in European 
waters at the hands of the notorious American privateers- 
man, Paul Jones. The 44-gun frigate Serapis^ Captain 
Richard Pearson, while convoying a fleet of merchantmen^ 
engaged two 40-gun ships, the Bon Homme Bichard and 
Alliance, and after a desperate action, during which the 
muzzles of her guns and those of the Bon Homme Richard 
were locked, Captain Pearson was forced to haid down his 
colours, liaving lost 48 killed and 68 wounded, out of his 
crew of 320 men. TJie former of his antagonists was even 
more severely handled, for her loss amounted to nearly 300- 
men killed imd wounded, her stern and quarter w'ere 
beaten in, nearly all her lower deck guns were dismounted,, 
and on the next day she foundered. Cai)tain Pearson was 
knighted for his distinguished gallantry. 

Another sanguinary action was fought between the Qud>eCy 
32 guns. Captain Farmer, and iha Sui'veillante, 40, in which 
the English ship, after losing her cai)tain, and 80 men killed 
and wounded, blew up with 150 souls on board. To mark 
his sense of this devoted gallantry, the king conferred a 
baronetcy on Captain Farmer’s eldest son, and Lieutenant 
Roberts, one of the survivoi's who was ])ickod up, was pro- 
moted to be a commander. The value of the prizes taken 
during the year from the French and Spanish, who had 
joined the alliance against us in the spring, was computed 
at £1,025,600. A squadron of our ships also achieved 
successes off Jersey and Cancale Bay. 

At the beginning of August an enormous hostile fleet of 
66 sail of the line swept the Channel, but the commanding 
admirals, D’Orvillicrs and Don Louis de Cbrdova, quarrelled 
and effected nothing, although our fleet, mustering only 4(> 
ships, was of course, from its numerical inferiority, unable 
to attack them. 

At the beginning of 1780, the attention of the enemy 
and ourselves was fixed upon Gibraltar, which had now been 
blockaded for upwards of lialf a year hy a Spanish fleet 
and army, and its garrison rediiced to the utmost straits 
for want of food. The British Government was fully alive- 
to the absolute necessity of retaining that stronghold j and 
Sir George Rodney, commanding a fleet of 21 sail of the 
line and nine frigates, was directed, on his way to the Leeward 
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Islands, to convoy a large number of merchantmen with 
provisions for the beleaguered fortress. 

Rodney’s admirals were Digby and Sir J. L. Ross, and 
;among his officers were Duncan, who commanded the 
Mona/rchy the future hero of Camperdown, and Prince 
William, afterwards William IV. The British admiral 
had scarcely cleared the Bay of Biscay, and had detached 
a fleet of merchantmen to the West Indies, when he fell 
in with and captured 15 vessels, laden with supplies and 
stores, destined for the Spanish possessions in those islands, 
together with the escort of six ships of war. Having 
anived ofl* Cadiz, Rodney, who had stUl 19 sail of the line 
with him, learned that a Spanish fleet of 11 line>of-battle 
ships and two frigates was cruising off Cape St. Vincent, 
-and he accordingly immediately proceeded thither. On 
the 16th January, 1780, at 1 p.m., the Spanish fleet was 
sighted, and an hour later Rodney, perceiving that it was 
-crowding all sail to escape, threw out the signal for a 
general chase. At this time it was blowing strong from 
the westward, with hazy weather, and it was 4 o’clock before 
the four of the swiftest of his 74-gun ships approached near 
enough to commence firing. The Bienfaisant, 64, having 
an hour later got up with the San Domingo, 70, engaged 
her, and in a short time the latter blew up, when every 
soul on board perished. The action was continued during 
the night, which was dark and tempestuous ; at 2 a.m. 
Rodney’s ship, the Somdvnch, captured the Mo^iarca, and 
the admiral, conceiving the enemy*s ships to be so disabled 
:as to prevent their escaping, ordered the fleet to “ heave to.” 
In the morning it was found that besides the San Domingo^ 
six sail of the line were captured, among the number being 
the Dlw&nix, 80, bearing the flag of the Spanish admiral 
Langara. Two others of the enemy’s ships, on board which 
prize crews had been put, managed during the succeeding 
heavy weather to overpower their captors, and eftected 
their escape into Cadiz. Don Juande Langara, on going on 
board the British admiral’s ship, was struck with astonish- 
ment when he was introduced to the Prince William, and 
exclaimed that it was no wonder success attended the 
efforts of the British navy, when a prince of the blood royal 
performed the ordinary routine duties of a midshipman^ and 
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subordinated himself like any other young officer to the 
orders of his father’s subjects. 

Rodney, after achieving this signal victory, proceeded to 
Gibraltar, which he now abundantly revictualled, as also 
Minorca, and then sailed for the West Indies. On his arrival. 
Sir George blockaded the French fleet, under the Comte de- 
Guichen, in Fort Royal Bay, Martinique, but as he could 
not induce the French admiral to come out, he soon retired 
to Gros Islet Bay. On the 15th April, Rodney learnt from the- 
frigates he had left to watch the enemy, that they had put 
to sea ; when he followed motions, and, on the following day,, 
came in sight of them off the Pearl Rock. 

The French fleet was composed of two 80-gun ships, 11 of 
74 guns, and 10 64-gun ships ; in all 23 sail of the line, and 
five frigates. Rodney had under him 20 sail of the line and 
five frigates ; the former consisting of two ships of 90 guns, 1 1 
of 74, one of 70 guns, five of 64, and one of 60 guns. At 6^ 
a.m. of the 17th, the Biitish commander, determining to 
attack the rear of the French fleet, signalled his ships to- 
wear and form the line of battle on the starboard tack ; and 
at half-past eight, having reached a favourable position for 
carrying out the movement on which he had resolved, Sir 
George made the signal to bear up in line abreast, and com- 
mence the action. The intention of this mancouvre was, 
however, perceived by the French admiral, who frustrated 
it by veering round on the larboard tack, thereby reversing, 
his line. Sir George now hauled to the wind on the star- 
board tack, and about noon made the signal for the fleet to- 
bear up in line abreast, and close the enemy. This order 
Captains Bateman of the Yarmouth^ and Carkett of the Stir^ 
ling Castle, and several ships of the van division, disobeyed, 
and, instead of following the admiral’s motions, kept their 
luff,” in order to bring to action the French van, instead of 
endeavouring to cut off the rear. Rodney made fresh signala 
for close action, and himself, showing a noble example, en- 
gaged a French ship, which was astern of Comte de Guicheiu 
Rear-Admiral Rowley supported the admiral with his rear 
division, and had it not been for the mistake or misconduct 
of the van ships, a decisive blow might have been struck , 
As it was, the French fleet bore up about 4 p.m., and made 
sail before the wind, while the scattered state of our ships 
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rendered impossible any attempt at pursuit. The flagships 
of Admirals Rodney and Rowley, and the Cornwall and Tri- 
dm% suffered most, and our entire loss was 120 killed and 
362 wounded. The French casualties, including officers, 
amounted to 158 killed and 820 wounded. C«aptain Carkett, 
who, as first lieutenant of the Monmouth^ had fought that 
ship in her celebrated action with the Fovdroyanty after Cap- 
tain Gardner’s death, and Captain Bateman were brought 
to court-martial, and the latter was dismissed the service. 

A second ]iartial and indecisive engagement took place on 
the 19th May. In August, De Guichen returned to Europe, 
and Rodney, who was greatly outnumbered by the combined 
fleets of Spain and France, sailed for the American coast. 

Many single actions Avere fought during the yeai‘, in 
which British prowess shone with unrivalle/1 lustre ; but Ave 
have only space to particularize one, in Avliich the immortal 
Nelson, then only 22, first shoAved that dashing courage and 
singular aptitude for command Avhich have rendered hin- 
unri vailed in our naval history. While in command of the 
Hincliinhroolcej 28, he took the chief part in an attack upon 
Fort St. Juan, at the entrance of the great lake of Nicaragua, 
on the Isthmus of Darien. At the head of a handful of his 
own men, Avith whom he had landed, he stormed a ten-gun 
Spanish battery, and with his own hands pointed nearly 
every gun that was fired against the fort. In less than a 
fortnight the place surrendered, and both General Darling, 
the Governor of Jamaica, and Major Poison, commanding 
the troops, attributed the success of the expedition to the 
young hero’s ability and determined energy. 

In December, 1780, the Dutch joined the coalition against- 
usj but notwitlistanding that this country commenced 
the new year with France, Spain, the rebellious provinces 
in America, and Holland arrayed against her, yet by means 
of her navy she Avas enabled to ward off all attack, and add 
fresh lustre to her glorious history. 

Rodney had already been reinforced by a strong squadron 
under Sir Samuel Hood, and, on receiving information of 
the declaration of war issued against Holland on the 20th 
December, ho struck a heavy blow against the Dutch by cap- 
turing in the first week of February the island of St. 
Eustatia, with six ships of war and above 150 merchantmen, 
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some of which were laden with rich cargoes. The fall of 
St. Eustatia was followed by the reduction of the adjacent 
islands of Martin and Saba, and also of Demerara and Esse- 
quibo, while a squadron he detaehed under Captain Key- 
nolds of the Monarch, captured another rich fleet of Dutch 
trading vessels. Kodney now heard of the approach of a 
large French fleet of 20 sail of the line and several frigates, 
under command of Count de Grasse, an officer who enjoyed 
a reputation for great skill ; and Sir Samuel Hood was de- 
tached with nine ships to Fort Royal Bay, in Martinique, to 
effect a junction with Rear-Admiral Drake, who, with nine 
sail of the lino, was blockading a small squadron of the enemy. 
On the 28th April, 1781, the rival fleets came in sight of 
each other, and, on the following day, a partial engagement 
took place ; but, notwithstanding every exertion of the British 
admiral to bring the enemy to close action, the latter, 
though in greatly superior force — for he was joined by the 
squadron hitherto blockaded in Fort Royal Bay — and pos- 
sessing also the advantage of the weather-gauge, contented 
Jiimself with a distant cannonade. The total loss sustained 
by our fleet in this affair was 36 killed and 161 wounded, 
and by the French 119 killed and 150 wounded. The 
Gentawr and Ruasell received much damage in the hull, and 
the latter, being in a sinking state, was despatched to Rodney 
with intelligence of what had taken place. Rodney, leaving 
the main body of his fleet at St. Eustatia, proceeded with 
two sail of the line to join Hood, who had only 17 ships to 
26 under the orders of the Count de Grasse. The French 
admiral, though in such superior force, declined to meet his 
formidable antagqpist, and in July, Rodney, who was suffer- 
^ ing from ill-health, returned to England, leaving Hood in 
command. 

In March of this year. Admiral Arbuthnot, with eight 
sail of the line, encountered Admiral Barras off the Chesa- 
peake, with a squadron of equal strength ; but, after a 
spirited action, a fog coming on, the French effected their 
^escape. At the end of August, Sir Samuel Hood proceeded 
to lie American coast to join Admiral Graves, who had 
succeeded Arbuthnot, and ihe combined squadrons, consist- 
ing of 19 sail of the line, at once sailed southward in quest 
of the French ; Sir Thomas Graves, the senior officer present, 
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hoping by this movement to assist the operations of the 
army under Lord Cornwallis. 

On the morning of the 5th September, the enemy’s fleet, 
consisting of 24 sail of the line, under command of Count 
de Grasse, whose flag was flying on board the Yilh de Paris^ 
of 110 guns, reckoned one of the finest ships in the world, 
was seen lying at anchor within the Capes of Virginia. The 
French admiral, whose force outnumbered ours not only as 
to ships, but by above 400 guns mid nearly 7,000 men, got 
under weigh, and at 1 p.m., when the two fleets were nearly 
abreast of each other on opposite tacks, Bear- Admiral Drake 
was signalled to bear up and close with the enemy with his 
srpiadron, which had now become the van division. Subse- 
(piently the whole British fleet wore round on the starboard 
tack, and, at 4.15, the leading ships, having got within less 
than half cannon-shot, commenced the action. The van and 
centre were soon pretty hotly engaged, but the rear, under 
Sir Samuel Hood, was unable to participate at all. After 
about two hours’ cannonading, Count de Grasse, with his 
centre and van, began to draw ofl*, and though Graves did 
his best to renew the action, he was unable to attain his ob- 
ject. For three days the rival fleets lay in sight of each 
other, and then the French retreated to the Chesapeake. 
Seven of our ships were greatly damaged in their masts 
and rigging, but our loss in killed and wounded was only 
236, less than half that of the enemy, who owned to having 
had 700 casualties. 

Count de Grasse was reinforced a few days after this inde- 
cisive action by eight sail of the line, under M. do Barras ; 
and, in the course of a few weeks. Graves also received an ac- 
cession of five line-of-battlo ships j but the French fleet was 
relatively too strong to be attacked, and towards the end of 
the autumn, the unfortunate surrender of Lord Cornwallis 
with his whole army, at York Town, virtually terminated all 
possibility of coercing the colonists. 

In Europe, in this year, a hard-fought action took place, 
on the 5th August, between Vice-Admiral Hyde Pai'ker, and 
Bear-Admiral Zoutman. The British squadron, consisting 
of five line-of-battle ships and eight frigates, encountered off 
the Dogger Bank the Dutch fleet, commanded by Admiral 
Zoutman and an officer of the honoured name of De Buy ter, 
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■who had under their orders an equal force of five ships of 
the line and eight frigates. At 8 a.m., the British ships, 
having approached within pistol-shot to windward without 
the enemy^s firing a gun, the action commenced, and, after a 
spiritedly contested engagement of three hours and forty mi- 
nutes, Admiral Parker hauled down the signal for battle, and 
hove to in order to repair damages. The loss on both sides 
was heavy, ours being 109 killed and 362 (many mortally) 
wounded ; while that of the enemy, besides the loss of the 
HoUandtOy 64, which went down the same night from the 
injuries she had received, is reported to have been 142 killed 
and 403 wounded. The Dutch admiral put before the wind 
with his shattered ships, and, on his return to Holland, 
claimed a victory ; but it was at best only a drawn battle, 
and King George recognized Parker’s gallantry in visiting 
him on board his ship. 

In the beginning of 1781, our Government, having deter- 
mined to attack the Cape of Good Hope, despatched with 
that object Commodore Johnstone with a squadron consist- 
ing of one 74, one 64, three 50-gun ships, and five frigates, 
together with a large convoy of transports and ships of the 
East India Company, having on board a small land force 
under General Meadows, for operations in the East Indies. 
A Fiench spy named De la Mothe, who was afterwards 
hanged, advised his Government of the j)rojected attack on 
the Cape, and on the 22nd March, only nine days after 
Johnstone had sailed. Admiral De Suffrein, perhaps the most 
gallant and able seaman France has ever produced, left 
Brest with a powerful squadron in pursuit of him. 

The British commodore, acting under his orders, put 
into Port Pray a in the Cape do Verd Islands, to re -victual 
his ships, and was lying there utterly unsuspicious of 
danger, for the group, as belonging to the Poi*tuguese, was 
neutral ground, when, on the 16th April, the French 
squadron of 5 sail of the line, and 6 frigates and smaller 
vessels, was rcpoited in sight. Johnstone was a skilful and 
energetic officer, and though taken at this terrible dis- 
advantage, for 1,500 of his men were on shore, he quickly 
took such measures, that, when at 11 o’clock De Suffrein 
led into the bay, and attacked witli vigour, he was met 
by so well-directed a cannonade that he was beaten off with 
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considerable loss. All the Erencb squadron, except tbe 
Hannibaly 60, succeeded in getting out of the bay without 
-difficulty, and that ship, which was dismasted, very nearly 
fell into the hands of the victors. The enemy captured the 
Hinchinhrooke, East Indiaman, which, however, was recap- 
tured on the following day, when Johnstone, liaving rejjaired 
damages, proceeded on his way to the Cape. Had it not 
been that his rate of sailing was regulated by that of the 
merchantmen he was escorting, and to the delay occasioned 
by one of his damaged ships, the /sis, repairing her rigging, 
it is more than probable that De Suffreiii’s squadron would 
not have escaped with impimity. Our loss in this action 
was 30 killed and 147 wounded. As De Suftrein reached 
the Cape before him, all prospect of attacking it with suc- 
cess was at an end ; but the commodore succeeded in cap- 
turing five large armed Dutch vessels, which were lying in 
Saldanha Bay, laden with the richest produce of India and 
China. Having secured these prizes, Johnstone now divided 
his squadron, despatching 3 or 4 ships to reinforce Sir 
Edward Hughes, the admiral in Indian waters, and return- 
ing with the rest to England. 

On the 12th December, Rear-Admiral Richard Kempen- 
feldt was cruising off Ushant with 12 sail of the line and 
five frigates, when he fell in with a French fleet of 21 line- 
of-battle ships and six frigates, wdiich, under the command 
of M. de Guichen, had issued out of Brest as an escort to a 
large number of transports and merchantmen. The only 
ships that exchanged shots were the Edgar ^ 74, and the 
Triomphant^ 80, and Kempenfeldt, discovering the disparity 
of force of the two fleets, contented himself with cutting off 
and capturing 15 sail, containing 1,0G2 soldiers and 548 
seamen. The only other naval event of impoi-tance this 
year was the second relief and revictualling of Gibraltar by 
Admiral Darby. 

The year 1782 is memorable for a great victoiy achieved 
by our sailors under Rodney, which we will now proceed to 
describe. The British fleet in North America, under com- 
mand of Hood, having refitted at New York, sailed to the 
West Indies, where lay De Grasse with 29 sail of the line, 
being seven ships more than the British admiral had with 
=him. Sir Samuel, lip.ving induced his opponent to leave the 
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anchorage of Basseterre in St. Kit’s, which he was besieg* 
ing, and come out in the open sea to attack him, by a most 
clever nautical manmuvre, tacked with his whole fleet, and. 
fetched the anchorage the enemy had just quitted. Greatly 
enraged at being thus outwitted, De Grasse made three 
furious attacks upon the British fleet during the two follow- 
ing days, but was repulsed each time with heavy loss. 
Notwithstanding this success, the French troops, who had: 
been i)reviously landed, were enabled to reduce the island 
of St. Kit’s, and before Bodney anived at Barbadoes on the 
19th February, the islands of Nevis and Montserrat, as well 
as Demerara and Essequibo, had fallen to the French arms*. 

It is recorded in Mimdy’s “Life of Sir George Rodney,” 
that when that great admiral was about to sail from Eng- 
land, Lord Sandwich, the First Lord of the Admiralty, in 
a letter to him dated 2nd January, 1782, aflirmed that 
“ the fate of the empire was in his hands,” and, looking at 
the reverses we had suffered in America and the losses in 
the West Indies of which his lordship was not then aware^ 
together with the indecisive character of our recent naval vic- 
tories, the statement can hardly be regarded as exaggerated.. 
Within a day or two of his arrival at Barbadoes, Rodnejr 
received a reinforcement of two sail of the line, and, when 
Hood joined him, he had under his orders a fleet of 36 linc-of- 
battle ships, 14 frigates, three sloops,' and two fire-ships. Sir 
George first proceeded to Santa Lucia, posting his rear- 
admirals, Hood and Drake, to keep watch over De Grasse, who* 
was lying in Fort Royal Bay in Martinique ; and keeping him- 
self advised of the position and movements of the French 
admiral by a chain of frigates, which brought him daily in- 
formation, so that when on the 8th April he was signalled 
that the enemy’s fleet was putting to sea, he instantly 
weighed, and by noon all his ships had cleared the bay. 

On the morning of the following day, the French fleet was 
discovered, two flagships and 14 sail of the line being in the 
passage between the Saintes of Dominica, while the remain- 
der, with a numerous convoy of transport, was becalmed in 
Prince Rupert’s Bay. Sir Samuel Hood, with the van division 
on the starboard tack, was enabled to chase, but the rear and 
centre were still becalmed under the lee of the land. Count 
de Grasse, observing the isolated position of the Britisk 
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van, bore down before the wind upon Hood, who hove to in 
order to allow the remainder of the fleet to close up. With hi» 
broadside directed towards the enemy, eight of his ships 
engaged 15 of theirs with such vigour that, when at 11 a.m. 
the British van and centre caught the sea-breeze, the French 
admiral tacked, and, standing on shore to rejoin his rear, 
relinquished the action. At 11.30 Be Grasse formed line 
of battle on the starboard tack ; but with the exception of 
distant cannonading, nothing more of importance took place 
on this day. The two succeeding days were occupied in chas- 
ing ; but it became manifest, from the superior sailing qualities 
of the French, that they could avoid a conflict if they desired. 
Happily an accident threw it into Rodney’s power to force 
on an action, and he was not slow to avail himself of it. 

At sunrise of the 12th April, the British fleet was stand- 
ing on the starboard tack to the northward, about five 
leagues off Prince Rupert’s Bay, and the French were on 
the same tack to windward of the Saintes, the most 
southerly point of Guadaloupe ; one of their ships, having 
lost her foremast and bowsprit, was being towed inta* 
Guadaloupe by a frigate, when Rodney made the signal for- 
four of his vessels to chase the disabled vessel ; on perceiving 
which the French admiral bore \ip with his fleet to protect 
them. Finding that by standing on he could give the 
British the weather-gauge, the Count do Grasse gave up his 
intention, and formed his line on the larboard tack.^ On his 
part Sir George Rodney, jHirceiving an engagement to be 
inevitable, recalled his chasing ships, and made a signal for- 
the line of battle on the starboard tack. The two fleets- 
now slowly neared each other, and at a few minutes before 
eight the Marlborough^ 74, the leading ship of Rear- 
Admiral Drake’s division, opened fire upon the centre and. 
rear of the French. Sir George now made the signal for 
close action, and soon all Drake’s ships were engaged. For 
some hours the battle raged, the ships being enveloped in 
their own smoke; but about 11, the sea-breeze having 
freshened. Sir George Rodney and Sir Samuel Hood were 
enabled to close up with the enemy’s van. At this time 
the fleets were in parallel line and sailing in opposite 
directions, when Rodney resolved upon the manoeuvre, the 
execution of which has conferred such celebrity upon thu 
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•action j for in the niidst of the battle, the gallant admiral, 
perceived a break near the centre of the enem/s line, when 
with the intuition of genius ho seized his opportunity. 
Keeping a “ close luff” — that is, lying as close to the wind 
as he could — ^he directed that his shij^, the Formidable, 90, 
ahould be steered straight for the opening. Ilis flag cap- 
tain, Sir Charles Douglas, carried out the order, and pre- 
sently the Formidable — as the admiral said, she proved 
herself worthy of her name — ^had passed through the 
enemy^s line, followed by six ships of the centre division. 
Thus the enemy’s van was separated from the centre, and 
Eodney crowned his successful manoeuvre by wearing his 
iships, so that the French van was placed between two 
fires, that of the English commander-in-chief and of Sir 
-Samuel Hood. In this trying position the French admiral 
and captains displayed all the national gallantry, and 
fiercely continued the fight, until at length the concussion 
and smoke of the cannonade, which had dissipated the light 
breeze, so enshrouded the ships of the tvro fleets, that both 
sides ceased firing. But it was only for a few minutes, for 
as soon as the smoke cleared away the firing was resumed. 
The French now, with the intention of effecting a junction, 
bore up, but were closely followed by the British ships, for 
.all the officers and men were animated with a fixed deter- 
mination that the action should not be classed in the 
•category of indecisive engagements. 

The French ship Ccesa^', 74, was attacked by the Centaur, 
74, Captain Inglefield, but her captain nailed his colours 
to the mast, and would not yield even when his opponent 
was joined by the Bedford, 74 ; at length the gallant cap- 
tain was killed, and after maintaining the uneq\ial struggle 
until she was a perfect wreck, the acting commander of the 
Ccesar struck his colours, and surrcndoi’cd. Equally noble 
was the resistance maintained by the Gl(yrieux, which only 
struck to the Royal Oak, 74, when all her masts and bow- 
sprit had gone over the side. The Hector was engaged by 
the Aldde and Garuida, and taken possession of by the 
former, and the Belliqueux, G4, captured the Ardent of the 
■same force. Rodney had destined De Grasse’s own ship, 
the VdU de Paris, a magnificent three-decker carrying 110 
^ns, for his own antagonist in the Formidable, 90, and in 
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the action of the 9th, when abreast of her at a distance of 
three miles, he had “ laid his maintopsail to the mast,'^ as 
a challenge to her ; but on that day she had refused to 
take up the gage of battle, and indeed did not fire a shot. 
Very difterent was her conduct on this memorable 12th 
April, — a day equally glorious to the French, for De 
Orasse fought his ship with desperate gallantry. In vain 
now Rodney pressed on in pursuit of his huge antagonist ; 
the Diac^me, 74, crossed his path, when the Formidable 
brushed away the obstacle, sinking tlio stately line-of- 
battle ship by a single broadside. But other foes inter- 
posed, and the British comniander-m-chief was disappointed 
of his purpose ; yet, nevertheless, the Ville de Paris was 
not to escape. The Canada^ 74, Captain Hon. W. Corn- 
wallis, after the suiTcndor of the Hector, brought De 
Orasse to bay, and engaged her until Sir Samuel Hood 
came up in the Barjleur. De Grasse had pi*eviously driven 
o(F more than oi\e assailant, and had no thought even now 
of surrendering, but was seen on the quarter-deck encourag- 
ing his men to fight. The first broadside of the Barjleur 
killed 60 men j but De Grasse continued the fight until only 
himself and two unwounded men stood on his upper deck ; 
then, but not till then, this gallant admiral of France 
hauled down his colours and suiTendered his sword to his 
victorious antagonist. This historic incident worthily 
closed one of the most glorious days in our history. It 
was now sunset, and Sir George Rodney made the signal 
of recall : five ships had in all boon taken, one of which the 
Coesar, took fire during the night, and was destroyed ; one 
had been sunk, and a few days afterwards Hood, who had 
been despatched in pursuit, brougli b in two more sail of 
the line, a frigate and a sloop. Tli.j following is a state- 
ment of the relative strength of the guns and crews of the 
lival fleets. Count de Grasse had under his orders, besides 
the Ville de Paris of 110 guns, five ships of 84 guns, 19 
of 74, six of 64, and throe of 80 guns ; total 34 sail of 
the line, canying 2,560 guns. Sir George Rodney’s fleet 
consisted of five’ 90-gun ships, 20 of 74 guns, 10 of 64, 
^nd one of 70 ; total number of gims, 2,640. Yet our 
numerical superiority was more than counterbalanced by 
the superior size of the French ships, and in addition to 
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the crews, they had embarked an army of 5,500 men, with 
a complete train of battering-guns and field-pieces, destined 
for the conquest of Jamaica. The French commander-in- 
chief himself acknowledged the superiority of his fleet, for 
Kodney, in a letter to his wife, which is published in hia 
“ Life,” says, “ Comte de Grasse, who is at this moment 
sitting in my stern galley, tells me that he thought his 
fleet superior to mine, and does so still, though I had two 
more in number. And I am of his opinion, as his was com- 
posed all of largo ships, and ten of mine w^erc sixty-fours.”’ 

The loss on board the British fleet was very light con- 
sidering the severity of the action, which liad lasted for 
nearly twelve hours ; 240 officers and men killed «and 797 
wounded. The French sufiered more severely, the number 
of their killed alone having been stated to amount to 3,000. 
After Hood’s return from the pursuit of the defeated fleet, 
during which we have seen he captured the French 64- 
gun ships Caton and Jason, and 32-giiii frigates Aimahle 
and Ceres, Kodney left that distinguished officer in command 
of the sound paii; of the fleet, while he proceeded with his* 
crippled ships to Port Koyal to refit. 

In the meantime. Lord North’s ministry, including Lord 
Sandwich, the First Lord of the Admiralty, to whom Kod- 
ney owed his appointment, had left office, and were suc- 
ceeded at the end of March by Lord Kockingham, whose 
naval minister, Keppel, had no love for Kodney. Taking 
advantage, therefore, of the clamour raised against the suc- 
cessful admiral by the British merchants, — ^whose property, 
captured in February of the previous year in the Dutch 
island of St. Eustatia, Rodney had confiscated, together with 
that of the Hollanders, who had acted with greater loyalty 
and patriotism than our own traders, the latter having made 
the island an emporium whence they carried on a secret com- 
merce with our revolted colonies — ^the new ministry, who, 
when in opposition, had taken up the cause of the dis- 
loyal planters, immediately recalled Rodney, and sent out 
Admiral Pigot to supersede him. The very day after the 
arrival of the news of the glorious victory of the 12th 
April, Admiral Pigot sailed from Plymouth, the messenger 
sent to stop his departure arriving too late. Kodney de- 
spatched Admiral Graves to England with six of the finest 
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of liis prizes and three of his own ships, that had suffered 
most in the action; but before they had gone halfway, 
they were overtaken by a hurricane, against which they 
were unable to battle owing to their damaged condition. 
Sad to relate, the VUle de Fa/ris and the Glorimx went 
down with all hands on board ; the Caton was driven back 
a total wreck to the American coast, and of all the prizes 
captured on that glorious day, the Jason and Ardent^ 64, 
v^ero the only trophies that reached England ; for the Ccesary 
as related, was unfortunately burnt, and with her perished 
400 of her crow, as well as the prize-crew of one lieutenant 
and 50 British seamen, and the HectOTy after beating off two 
French frigates, had to be abandoned. Irrespective of the 
lamentable death of so many gallant men, and these hardly- 
earned prizes, the loss of the Ville de Faris was much to be 
deplored. She had been presented by the city of Paris to 
Louis XV. at the close of the preceding war, and no 
expense or pains had been spared in her construction. She 
measured 2,300 tons, and her total cost is stated to have 
been £156,000, a sum unprecedented in those days to be 
expended on a single ship. 

On his arrival in -England, Bodney was received with the 
greatest distinction by all classes. He was created a peer, 
with a pension on both the English and Irish establishment, 
that on the English being attached to the title in per- 
petuity. Hood also was deservedly rewarded with an Irish 
baronj''. 

In Europe, the year 1782 is chiefly remarkable for tlje 
relief of Gibraltar by Lord Howe, and the loss of the 
Eoyal George at Spithead. We have seen how Bodney 
relieved Gibraltar after his victory over the Spanish 
admiral in 1780. Admiral Darby, in the following year, 
again rescued the garrison from starvation, by forcing the 
blockading squadron to retire ; while at the head of a power- 
ful fleet he threw supplies into the fortress from 100 store- 
ships. But by 1782 the supplies thus brought were for 
the third time exhausted. In order to relieve the gallant 
Elliott and his army, and to compel the final abandonment 
of the siege, a splendid fleet was assembled in August of 
this year at Spithead, under the command of the veteran 
Lord Howe, who had been cruising in the summer off 
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Ushant with 21 sail, with which he had rescued two most 
valuable fleets of merchantmen from the East and West 
Indies, from a superior French and Spanish fleet of 36 
sail of the line cruising off that headland. The force col- 
lected at Spithead was of a far more imposing character 
than that previously placed under his orders. As a writer 
on these events cogently remarks, “ It gives us a favourable 
idea of the resources of the empire at this time, and of 
the steady and judicious attention which had been paid to 
our navy, to find that at the very moment when such a 
splendid fleet was with Rodney in the West Indies, and 
while other squadrons were proteeting our interests, or 
threatening our enemies on the Americiin, African, and 
Indian coasts, we could still give Howe a force equal to 
Rodney's, without denuding our own shores of their neces- 
sary defences.” 

The fleet placed under the command of the gallant old 
admiral (he was in his 60th year) consisted of 36 sail of the 
line, 8 frigates, and several fire-ships. 

On the 29th August a terrible calamity occurred. As the 
Royal George^ a noble three-decker of 108 guns, bearing 
the flag of Admiral Kempenfeldt, was being careened over 
for the purpose of having one of the pipes in her bottom 
slightly repaired, she was struck by a squall, and suddenly, 
without any warning, the huge ship filled, her lower deck 
gim-ports being all open, and went down. It was in smooth 
water, the admiral was writing in his cabin, the crew were 
mostly between decks, with their wives and children (who 
had been allowed to come on board), when in a moment she 
sank in deep water. The number that went down in her 
was never correctly ascertained, but it was believed to 
amount to nearly 1,000 souls. Two officers and about 200 
of her crew, who happened to be on watch or on the upper- 
deck, were saved. The hull of the Royal Gewge^ which 
had carried Boscawen’s flag in his encounter with Do la 
Clue, and had been the favourite ship of that brilliant 
seaman Lord Hawke, long cumbered up the anchorage at 
Spithead, until in the present generation the wreck was 
cleared away. Cowper's noble lyric on the death of Kem- 
penfeldt and his gallant crew will recur to our mepiory, in 
reading this tragic episode in our naval chronicles. 
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Blit Howe had imder his orders many not less noble and 
valorous seamen than the officers who went down in the 
Eoyal Ge<yrge, and among the number was the greater part 
of that unequalled band of admirals and captains who illus- 
trated the history of our great struggle with France by their 
matchless prowess on the element they had selected as the 
scene of their triumphs. Such a brotherhood of great spirits 
as John Jervis, captain of the 74-gun ship Foudroyanty 
afterwards Earl St. Vincent, who had gained the ribbon 
of the Bath for the gallant manner in which, during 
the previous year, he had captured the Regme, 74 ; 
Duncan, captain of the Blerdmm^ the hero of Camper- 
down ; Hyde Parker, who commanded in chief at Copen- 
hagen, tiic glories of which were, however, not reaped by 
him ] Commodore Hotham, the victor of Lissa ; and Bear- 
Admiral Alexander Hood, brother of Sir Samuel, sub- 
sequently raised to the peerage as Lord Bridport ; such an 
assemblage of warriors, with the veteran Howe at their head,, 
only required the greatest hero ;of all, the immortal victor 
of the Nile, of Copenhagen, and of Trafalgar, to complete a 
group of seamen the equal of which the world has not yet 
seen. 

Howe, having his flag on board the Victory y a ship subse- 
quently so world-famous, sailed in September, 1782, for 
Gibraltar. The gallant garrison had forestalled the admiral 
in causing the investing forces to raise the siege, though the 
hostile fleet still maintained the blockade as effectively aa 
ever. General Elliott would, therefore, have had to succumb 
to the attacks of the irresistible enemy, famine, had not hia 
look-outs descried from the top of the rock, on the morning 
of the 11th October, the British fleet bearing down in com- 
pact line of battle, with a vast convoy of storesMps under 
their protection. That evening a portion of the storeships 
discharged their supplies at Gibraltai*, as did also on the 
14 th the remainder, which had been forced to the eastward 
through adverse currents. On the morning of the 13th, the 
combined fleets of France and Spain having stood out of 
Algesiras Bay, in which they had taken shelter from a gale 
that had set in on the night preceding Howe’s arrival, the 
British admiral again drew up his fleet in order of battle. But 
though the hostile squadrons numbered no less than 42 sail 
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of the line, one of which, the Santidsima THnidada^ carried 
120 guns, and five others 110 each, the French and Spanish 
admirals feared to attack the 32 line-of-battle ships opposed 
to them. On the 14th October, the enemy were still further 
strengthened by the arrival of two sail of the line, but 
suffered Howe to land all the supplies and reinforcements 
he had brought for the Gibraltar garrison, and, when he 
repassed the Straits and again offered them battle in the 
open sea, w’ould not accept the challenge, but put in at 
Gidiz. Howe, therefore, according to orders, detached Sir 
Bichard Hughes with a portion of his fleet to the West 
Indies, and returned to England, 

The hardest fighting of the whole war took place during the 
year 1782, in the East Indies, between the French admiral 
De Suffrein and Sir Edward Hughes. The latter gallant 
officer had, previously to De Suffrein's arrival, been carrying 
^n operations with great spirit and success, having reduced 
Hegapatam, Trincomalee, and Chinsurah, while a division 
from China had captured the principal Dutch settlements in 
Sumatra. When Sir Edward was joined by the squadron 
detached from the Cape of Good Hope by Commodore 
Johnstone, he prepared to defeat the plans for the capture 
of Madras, which the French admiral had elaborated with 
Hyder Alj, the Sultan of Mysore, one of the most able and 
warlike princes our power had yet encountered in the 
East. 

On the 16th February, 1782, Sir Edward Hughes sailed 
from Madras Boads with two 74-gun ships, one of 68 guns, 
five of 64, one of 50 guns, and a sloop, and at dawn of the 
following day, came in sight of the enem/s fleet, which con- 
sisted of four ships of 74 guns, five of 64 guns, and two 
of 60 guns, besides three frigates of 40 guns, and a corvette. 
Notwithstanding the disparity of force, the British admiral 
prepared for battle. The enemy attacked our centre and 
rear, the van, owing to the lightness of the wind, being un- 
4ible to tack to their support ; the Exeter, 64, Captain H. 
Beynolds, beai’ing the broad pennant of Commodore Bichard 
King, suffered very severely, having no less than four ships 
npon her at once. For two hours the centre and rear sus- 
tained the whole brunt of the action, and when a shift 
^enabled the van to come to their assistance, the French ad- 
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miral made sail away, leaying our ships unable to pursue, 
owing to the damaged state of the Exeter and Superb^ the 
admiral’s ship. Our total loss was 32 killed, including 
the captains of the Bwperh and Exeter^ and 83 wounded. An 
anecdote is related by Beatson, which testifies to the coolness 
of the second in command, Commodore King: — “While 
the battle raged with the greatest fury, the blood, <kc., of 
Captain Reynolds was dashed over him by a cannon-ball, 
in such a manner, that he was for a time absolutely blinded. 
Still, however, he preserved a most admirable equality and 
composure of temper ; and when, at the close of the action, 
the A'ajcier was little better than a floating wreck, the master 
came to ask him what he should do with the ship, as two of 
the enemy were again bearing down upon her, he, with 
great firmness, answered : ‘ There is nothing to be done, but 
to fight her till she sinks.’ ” 

Sir Edward Hughes repaired his damages at Trincomalee, 
and, having been reinforced by the Svltan^ 74, and Magnor 
nime^ 64, whose crews, however, were in an inefficient state, 
owing to severe sickness, proceeded to sea, and on the 12th 
April, the veiy day his brother-officer. Sir George Rodney, 
broke the power of France in the West Indies, tibe admiral, 
after four days’ manoeuvring, again brought to action his 
antagonist, whose squadron consisted of 12 sail of the line 
and three frigates. 

The action commenced at 1*30, with an onslaught on the 
British van by five French ships. The Superb was attacked 
at pistol-shot range by the 74-gun ship theiTi^o^, flying De 
Suffirein’s flag, and Onent, whfle the McmnmJth was also en- 
gaged by two ships. The action raged with much fury between 
file admirals, but so vigorous was the fire of the Superb^ that 
thei/eroa soon sheered off, and closed with the Mmmouth. At 
3 pnn., this ship, fighting gallantly and single-handed against 
three of the enemy, lost her main and mizen-masts, and 
dropped out of the line : while in this helpless condition 
she was in imminent danger of being captured, when the 
Superb and Sultan bore down to her rescue. The action was 
continued until 6 p.m., when Sir Edward, finding his squad- 
ron drifting into shoal water, made the signal to anchor. 
A little later, the French admiral, who had been obliged to 
shift his flag to the Annibale caused his squadron to haul 

M 
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their wind to the eastward, and the battle ended. The loss 
on both sides was very heavy. The Superb lost 62 men, in- 
cluding two lieutenants and the master killed, and 9 6 wounded; 
the besides being reduced to a wreck, lost 45 men 

and one officer killed, and 102 wounded, being nearly one- 
third^ of her crew. Our total casualties were 137 killed and 
430 wounded ; that of the French, according to their own 
statement, being 139 and 264 respectively. 

Having refitted his fleet at Trincomalee, Sir Edward 
Hughes sailed on the 23rd June. While lying in Negapatam 
roadstead, he learned^ on the 6th July, that the enemy 
had appeared in the offing, and at once got under weigh. At 
daylight on the following day, the French fleet was disco- 
vered at anchor, after which De Suffrein proceeded to sea, and 
at 10*40 commenced firing. After a smart conflict, the cap- 
tain of the French 64-gun ship Le Severe struck his colours 
to the Svltom; but while the latter was wearing to join the 
admiral, the fVench ship, under the orders of a subordinate 
officer, who quietly superseded the captain, hauled to the 
wind, and pouring a broadside into the Sultan, hoisted her 
colours and got away. The action ceased at about 1 *30, with 
the exception of some partial cannonading, and towards 
evening, Sir Edward made the signal for his squadron, most 
of the ships of which had been closely engaged, and had 
suffered greatly in spars and rigging, to anchor, which they 
did accordingly ; M. de Suffrein also “ brought to ” about 
three leagues to the northward. 

Our loss in this engagement was 77 killed, including the 
new captain of the Superb, and 233 wounded, among whom 
were many officers. The French are stated to have suffered 
heavily, their dead numbering 412, and wounded 676. 

In the fourth action between the rival fleets, fought on the 
3rd of September, off Trincomalee, our squadron amounted in 
ill to three ships of 74 guns, one of 70, one of 68, six of 64, one 
of 50, and four frigates ; but they were all in bad condition, 
and tbeir crews were much reduced by sickness. The French 
ships, which included four of 74 guns, eight of 64, and three 
of 50 guns, on the other hand, offered a favourable contrast 
in their superior condition, and had their full complements 
of men. At 2*30, after some manoeuvring, the action com- 
menced by five of the enemy’s ships bearing down to attack 
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the British van, two others attacking the rear-ships, the 
Monmouth and Worcester; the latter suffered a great deal 
until the Monmowthy which had beaten off her assailant, gal- 
lantly threw all aback, and dropped astern to her support. 
The action soon became general, the two flagships engaging 
with much spirit. At 5*30, a shift of wind gave the British 
admiral the weather-gage, and at seven, M. de Suffrein, 
whose ship had lost her main and mizen-masts, wore his 
squadron, and stood in shore towards Trincomalee, where 
they anchored, with the exception of the Orient^ which 
grounded and was wrecked. Sir Edward did not attempt to 
follow his beaten enemy; so, like the preceding engagements, 
this action cannot be called decisive, although the advan- 
tage clearly remained with the British admiral. 

The loss of officers was again remarkably severe. The 
captains of the Worcester (which had lost her main-topmast), 
of the Sultan^ and of the Isis^ together with 51 men, were 
killed, and 283 were wounded. Sir Edward Hughes then 
returned to Madras with his shattered squadron. 

For the fifth time the champions of Bngland and France 
met in sanguinary strife, the arena being again the waters of 
Trincomalee, which liad been recaptured by the enemy, as well 
as Cuddalore. Sii* Edward Hughes had under his command on 
this occasion 16 ships, carrying between 80 and 64 guns, two 
50-gun ships, and 12 frigates and sloops. The enemy again 
was in superior force when, on the 20th of June, 1783, De 
Suffrein, being to windward, bore down on his old enemy. 
The action commenced about 4 p.m. and lasted three hours, 
but without any definite result, both sides contending for 
victory with great obstinacy. Our loss was 99 killed and 
431 wounded, that of the French is not stated, but must 
have been very considerable. News of the signing of the 
preliminaries of peace, agreed to in Europe early in 1783, 
now reached Sir Edward Hughes, and the two fleets were 
suffered to enjoy the hardly-earned honours they had both 
reaped in almost an equal degree. Seldom have more 
sanguinary naval conflicts occurred than those between the 
two distinguished admirals, who, with a pertinacity and 
courage above praise, were, notwithstanding all their losses, 
preparing for a sixth battle when their hands were stayed by 
the welcome intelligence of the conclusion of peace. Some 
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of the ships must have had mere skeletons of crews, as the 
following statement of their casualties during 18 months 
■will show. 

The Sup&rh had lost 324 men killed and wounded ; the 
H&ro^ 120 j the SvUan^ 117; the 63; the 

Monmouth, 183 ; the Monarca, 143; the Burford, 155 ; the 
Sceptre (joined at the fourth action), 89 ; the Eagle, 69 ; the 
Exeter, 262 ; the Worcester, 106 ; the Isis (a 60-gun ship), 
148. Of the ships that took pai-t only in the last engage- 
ment, the Cumherland lost in killed and wounded 13 men ; 
the Bristol, 10 ; the Africa, 30 ; the Gihraltoer, 46 ; the 
Inflexible, 36 j and the Defence, 45. The total losses were 
1,866 men. 

On the conclusion of peace, England had of ships in com- 
mission, according to Beatson ; ships of the line, 112 ; of 50 
guns, 20; frigates, including sloops, 150. The number of 
seamen voted for the years 1780 to 1783, both inclusive, was 
85,000, 90,000, 100,000, and 110,000, respectively; from 
these vast armaments and bodies of seamen, some idea may 
be formed of the great power wielded by this country as 
a warlike state of the first magnitude. At the end of the 
fourth year of a struggle with four powerful states, our re- 
sources for offensive and defensive warfare, so far from being 
impaire^i were greatly increased 
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CHAPTER X. 

1783-1794. 

Voyages of Bisoovevy during the Peace between 1783 and 1793— 
Captain Edward Pellew’s Action with the CldopAtre — ^Vice-Admiral 
Lord Hood’s operations against Tonlon, 1793>-Captain Horatio 
Nelson on board the Agamenmon — Operations in Corsica ; Nelson 
at Baatia and Calvi— Lord Howe’s great Victory of the Glorious 
let of June,” 1794. 

Before the termination of the ensuing peace of ten years, 
a period of tranquillity broken only by the war between 
Kussia and Turkey, were enacted some of the most momen- 
tous events in the history of the European race. That terrible 
political convulsion known as the great French Revolution, 
ushered in a period of war and devastation from the date 
of the execution of the unfortunate Louis XVI., early in 
1793, up to the day when the power of the mighty con- 
queror of Austerlitz and Marengo was shattered for ever at 
Waterloo ; for a period of twenty-two years, the continent of 
Europe was bathed in the blood of myriads of brave men 
shed in countless battle-fields. With the political and mili- 
tary events of that period we have nothing to do here, but 
the naval incidents are not less memorable and glorious for 
this country, and to detail these, even in a curaoiy manner, 
is a task that would worthily employ far abler pens than 
mine. But as one who takes a professional as well as 
patriotic interest ‘in these events, I will not shrink from 
the congenial task of showing how battles were won by the 
great seamen whose names are household words in every 
British home, and whose achievements are studied in every 
gunroom mess in her Majesty^s service, by youngsters who 
aspire to be ‘‘ sucking Nelsons. 

During the ten years peace took place the mutiny of the 
Bounty, in April, 1788, an event, the details of which have 
afforded a well-nigh inexhaustible field for the writers of 
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books* of adventure; also the voyage of investigation 
undertaken in 1790 by Captain Vancouver, who paid two 
visits to Nootka Sound, and examined the straits and 
inlets of the island which bears his name. 

On the 21st January, 1793, the Revolutionary Govern- 
ment of France guillotined the king, and on the 1st Febru- 
ary the National Convention declared war against this 
country and the United Netherlands, a challenge which 
was followed by a counter-declaration on our part. On tho 
4th March a similar challenge was hurled at Spain. The 
following is the strength of the respective navies of England 
and France at the commencement of hostilities, according, 
to James, the eminent historian of the Revolutionary war. 
We had 115 ships of the line, carrying 8,718 guns, and 107" 
frigates; the French, 76 ships of the line and 84 frigates. 
But this disproportion in our favour was more apparent, 
than real, for their line-of-battle ships were not only much 
larger, but they were so much more heavily armed, that 
our aggregate broadside weight of metal was 88,957 lb., 
being only 15,000 lb. more than that of the enemy, a 
disproportion they used every exertion to lessen. The 
first action of the war was fought on the 13th March, 
between the Scourge, of 16 guns, and the Sans Culotte,. 
12 guns,' in which the latter was captured. It would be 
utterly impossible in our limits to describe even a tithe of 
the actions fought between single ships, but we ought to 
refer to the duel between the Nymph, 36, commanded by 
an officer who subsequently gained great distinction and 
fought his way to a peerage, Captain Edward Pellew, and 
the Cleopdtre, also of 36 guns. The crew of the French 
ship numbered 320, that of her opponent 240 ; but never- 
theless the former, after a fierce resistance, was forced to 
strike her colours ; in this highly honourable engagement, 
she lost her captain, two lieutenants, and 63 men killed and 
wounded. Captain Pellew, who carried the enemy by board- 
ing, lost 23 kOled, including five officers, and 27 wounded. 
It is related of the gallant French captain, that when 

* The latest aocount of the mutiny of the Bounty , and the subse- 
quent history of the mutineers in Pitcairn and Norfolk Islands, is* 
from the pen of Lady Belcher, the wife of the gallant Admiral din 
Edward Belcher, published in 1870, and giving details up to date. 
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expiring from tlie mortal effects of a cannon ball, wbicli bad 
almost tom him in two, he recollected that he had in his 
pocket the list of coast signals in use in the French navy, 
and taking out what he considered to be the paper, tried 
to gnaw it to pieces ; but by mistake he had laid hands 
on his commission, and died with his teeth ffxed in that 
parchment. 

On the return of the Nymph to Portsmouth with her 
prize, the Earl of Chatham introduced her gallant captain, 
and his younger brother. Captain Israel Pellew, who was a 
volunteer on board the frigate, to the king, who knighted 
the elder brother and gave the younger post rank, while the 
first lieutenant was promoted to commander. 

The British Government, having resolved to attack Toulon, 
which was only second in importance as a naval arsenal to 
Brest, and moreover sheltered a large fleet, despatched to 
the MediteiTanean, in the month of August, 1793, a power- 
ful fleet under Vice-Admiral Lord Hood. The Victory, 
100 guns, bore the flag of the commander-in-chief, with 
whom was also Bear-Admiral Sir Hyde Parker; the 
Britannia, 100, carried the flag of Vice-Admiral William 
Hotham ; the Windsor CoLstle, 100, of Vice-Admiral Philip 
Cosby ; the Princess Royal, 98, of Rear-Admiral Charles 
Goodall ; and the St, George, 98, of Bear-Admiral John Gell. 
In addition to these five flagships, there were 12 seventy-fours, 
and four sixty-fours, among the latter the Agamemmn, ren- 
dered illustrious as bearing the pennant of Captain Horatio 
Nelson, who, though so young an officer, had earned the 
command of a line-of-battle ship by his exertions during 
the peace in protecting our trade in the West Indies — ^whero 
he was known as the great little man of whom every 
one was afraid ’’ — ^from the peaceful encroachments of the 
American merchants. So great was his zeal, and judicious 
the manner in which he carried out this duty, that though 
he was opposed by the admiral and the military governor 
of the Leeward Islands, yet they ultimately recognized the 
superior wisdom of his views, and in spite of the misrepre- 
sentation of certain officials, whose corruption and mal- 
practices he fearlessly exposed. Nelson received, on his return 
to England, the approvsd of Lord Howe, the first Lord of 
the Admiralty. 
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Having seen two convoys from India and the Mediter- 
ranean finely past the Scilly Isles, Hood proceeded to 
Toulon, where he arrived in the middle of July. Here 
he was joined by a Spanish fleet of 17 sail, under Admiral 
Langara; but though consisting of fine ships, the crews were 
inefiicient, and our officei's, among them Nelson, entertained 
great contempt for their new allies, which the result of their 
co-operation was calculated to strengthen. 

At this time France was ground down under the despotism 
of the monsters of the ‘‘ Reign of Terror,” and a large por- 
tion of the citizens of Toulon, together with the greater 
pai-t of the fleet under Admiral Count de Trogoft', were 
anxious to negotiate with the British commander for the 
purpose of surrendering the city, to be held in trust for 
Louis XVII., as the unhappy little Dauphin was called. 
Lord Hood gladly closed with these proposals, and after 
some negotiations agreed to land troops to take pos- 
session of the forts commanding the shipping. On the 
approach of the British fleet of twelve sail — for a por- 
tion had been sent away to the eastward — ^the forts surren- 
dered to Captain Elphinstone, of the Robust (afterwards 
Lord Keith), who had landed with two regiments and 
some marines ; and the French fleet also submitted, with 
the exception of 5,000 of their seamen, who, professing 
democratic sentiments, made their escape, under command 
of Rear-Admiral J ulien, and joined the Republican forces 
in the interior. Hood appointed Rear-Admiral Goodall 
governor of Toulon, and at the beginning of September 
despatched Nelson to Genoa and Naples to procure 10,000 
soldiers from those governments to hold the forts and city. 
A portion of these troops was sent ; but it soon became 
apparent that the monarchical party did not muster in any 
strength in the south of France, and that the task of hold- 
ing Toulon for the French king would devolve chiefly upon 
the sailors of the British fleet. A large Republican army 
soon arrived, and siege operations were opened against the 
ill-flited city. Batteries were erected on the heights, which 
commanded both town and harbour, as well as the forts, 
which were gallantly held by the small party of 2,000 
British, aided by some 1 5,000 Neapolitans and Spaniards : 
these last, however, were of little use, but rather embarrassed 
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the defence by plundering and murdering the citizens (see 
Nelson^s Despatches, vol. L p. 232), while their officers 
set up an absurd claim for Lieut. -General Yaldez to be 
recognized as Governor of Toulon in place of Major-General 
O^Hara, who had arrived from Gibraltar to relieve Admiral 
Goodall. Meanwhile, the Republican forces besieging 
Toulon had been gradually raised to 60,000 men, and among 
the most recent arrivals was a young officer, destined to 
rival, if not eclipse, the military glory of Alexander and 
Ciesar : of course we refer to Napoleon Buonaparte, then 
holding the commission of a captain of artillery. Buona- 
parte was chiefly instrumental in erecting batteries which 
rendered the works occupied by our men no longer tenable ; 
and on the 17th December Fort Mulgrave was captured, 
and all the posts on the heights of Pharon were carried, so 
that the ships were compelled to retire. On the same day 
Lord Hood held a council of war, at which it was unani- 
mously resolved to evacuate the city, and destroy the maga- 
zines and dockyards and all the French ships that could not 
be carried off. The execution of this important operation 
was confided to Captain Sydney Smith (the officer who sub- 
sequently foiled Napoleon at Acre), and, had he been able to 
employ only British seamen in carrying it out, it is certain 
the enterprise would have been conducted to a successful 
issue. The Spaniards, however, made a claim to share in it, 
and the result was that, so far as they were concerned, their 
want of skill and courage marred its complete success. 

Sydney Smith blew up the forts which had been in our 
possession, totally destroyed the arsenal, magazines, and 
stores, and burnt two line-of-battle ships. All these operar 
tions were carried out with a handful of men, in the face of 
a heavy fire of musketry and heavy guns, and displayed in 
conspicuous relief the daring of liie British seamen, and 
the skill of the distinguished officer who led them. The 
Spaniards, on the other hand, retreated before they had 
completed the task entrusted to them, and in their hurry and 
confusion set fire to, instead of scuttling, two powder-ships, 
causing the death of several of our men. In all, 14 ships 
were burnt, and 15 ships were taken to England, of which 
four subsequently did good service against their former 
owners. The troops and seamen under Captain Elphinstone, 
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taking advantage of these operations, evacuated the only 
fort remaining in our possession, and by daylight on the 
following morning, the wretched iiihabitants of Toulon were* 
left to the sanguinary mercies of the revolutionary leaders. 
Lord Hood embarked about 15,000 of the people, who fled 
to him for protection, and were carried to England ; but of 
those who were left, nearly half, about 7,000 souls, irrespec- 
tive of age or sex, were massaci'ed with the most ruthless, 
barbarity by the brutal soldiery, who thus carried out a de- 
cree of the Committee of Public Safety. 

During the defence of Toulon, Captain Nelson was cruis- 
ing off the Sardinian coast on board the Agamemnon, and at. 
2 a.m. on the 22nd October sighted a French squadron of four 
frigates, carrying respectively 44, 42, 40, and 32 guns, and 
a 16-gim corvette, and with the happy audacity that always 
distinguished him, at once gave chase. The Agamemnon 
being the fastest sailer in Lord Hood's fleet, approached the 
44-gun frigate Melpomene, which at daylight opened upon 
her with her stem-chasers, occasionally firing a broadside as 
she yawed to the wind. The other ships soon after arrived 
up, but though the Agammwmn was considerably injured 
aloft, they shrunk from attacking a single ship of 64 guns, 
and were glad to purchase safety by flight. 

In this same month of October, Captain James Saumarez, 
commanding the Crescent, 36, fought a spirited action with 
the Eewnim, a frigate carrying the same number of guns as 
his own, and captiu-ed her after a gallant resistance of two 
hours and ten minutes. The successful commander was 
knighted by the king, and the city of London presented 
him with a handsome piece of plate. 

The early part of the year 1794 is chiefly memorable in 
our naval annals for Nelson’s brilliant achievements in 
Corsica. After Lord Hood left Toulon he sailed for 
Corsica, whither he had previously despatched Commodore 
Linzee, of the Aldde, 74, with a squadron of three line-of- 
battle ships and two frigates, to co-operate with the Corsican 
general Paoli in expelling or blockading the French troops 
in that island. The chief stronghold in the island of 
Corsica were the fortified towns of San Fiorenzo, Bastia 
the capital, and Calvi. The commodore had not been able 
to achieve any tiling with his force j so, leaving Nelson to* 
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cruise off the north-western coast of the island, the com- 
mander-in-chief sailed for San Fiorenzo, where he arrived on 
the 24th January with some of his seventy-fours, and 1,400 
soldiers under Major-General Dundas. The fort of Mortella 
was captured early in February, after a stout resistance ; and 
then the redoubt of FomeiQi, which Linzee had selected as 
the first point of attack before operating against the town 
itself, was besieged with great ardour by the British seamen, 
who were landed for the purpose. “ It was fortified,” says 
a writer, “ in a most formidable manner, and was so strongly 
constructed as to bid defiance to any ordinary att.ack; but 
at a small distance from it, was a rock rising 700 feet above 
the level of the sea, which entirely commanded it, and whicli 
had been left unfortified and unguarded, from a belief that 
it was inaccessible. In fact, in many places it was almost 
perpendicular, and though there was a path leading to the 
summit, it was in very few places wide enough to allow 
more than one person to stand. For the most part, above 
this path were overhanging rocks, below it was a sheer pre- 
cipice.” The reader wDl, of course, be prepared to learn that 
the inaccessibility of this rock did not render it impregnable 
to British sailors, though it might be so to all else “ of 
woman bom.” Along the path, so narrow that “ it was in 
few places wide enough to allow more than one person to 
stand,” and with a sheer precipice below and beetling crags 
above, — along this dizzy tiuck, 700 feet above the sea-level, 
did our seamen drag a battery of 18-pounder guns, and 
planted them so as to sweep the inside of the redoubt. 
From the guns so posted, our sailors, to the amazement of 
the natives, opened fire on the 16th February, and on the 
following day, having silenced the redoubt, which mounted 
21 guns, it was carried by storm. In the harbour of San 
Fiorenzo were lying La Minervey 42, and La Fortuneey 40, 
two of the consorte of the Melpomene in the engagement f 
with the Agamemnon in October. The latter frigate was 
burnt by the French before they evacuated the town, but 
the Minerve was captured, and was added to the navy under 
the name of San Fiorenzo, 

Meanwhile Nelson had been sent round the island in 
the latter part of January to prevent supplies from getting 
into Bastia. On his way he summoned the town of 
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Maginaggio; but receiving from the governor a defiant 
message instead of submission, landed with a party of his 
men, put the garrison to flight, and hauled down the Bepub- 
lican colours with his own hand. After destroying some 
shipping he found in the harbour, with a great quantity of 
provisions prepared for Bastia, he proceeded on his way the 
same afternoon. Nelson, having reconnoitred the capital, 
returned to San Fiorenzo, and ii:ibrmed the admiral that it 
would be easily captured with a few ships and a land force 
of 1,000 men. Lord Hood agreed with his proposals ; but 
Major-General Dundas, a most irresolute and incompetent 
officer, refused to permit his soldiers to embark on such an 
enterprise, which he pronounced impracticable. When on 
account of his differences with the admiral, he resigned, 
a few days later, his successor, Major-General D*Aubant, 
proved equally pusillanimous, and though he had under his 
orders 1,600 infantry and 80 artillerymen, declined to take 
part in the reduction of Bastia. 

Accordingly Nelson proceeded with a few ships, and on 
the 19 th February commenced operations by taking a forti- 
fied town, called Morino, a little to the north of Bastia ; 
four days later his ship, the Agamemnon^ supported by the 
Tarta/r^ frigates, opened fire upon the batteries ; 
which, in , return, poured shot and shell upon the British 
squadron. After a hot action of one hour and three- 
quarters, one of the batteries of six guns was destroyed, and 
the others were silenced. Had he had only a small body of 
troops, Bastia would have been occupied that very day, as 
the citizens were eager to surrender. The French com- 
mander restored and strengthened his batteries, which 
Nelson was unable to prevent, owing to a dead calm, which 
lasted two days, and the indefatigable British officer was 
constiBined to renounce all active operations, and rely upon 
reducing the place by blockade. On the 4th April, Lord 
Hood arrived with some more ships, and at once landed 
all the soldiers who had been embarked in his fleet to act as 
marines, and some battering guns, mortars, and ammuni- 
tion, which he had been actually compelled to beg for from 
Naples, as the British military commander refused to give 
any assistance in men or materials. To Nelson was com- 
mitted the conduct of operations on shore, and that gallant 
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officer set to work with characteristic energy in construct- 
ing batteries. Again the sailors repeated their feat of San 
Fiorenzo ; guns and mortars were dragged up heights which 
would have seemed impracticable to all but themselves; 
roads were made and trees cut down to form abattis. 
Nelson superintended everything, and appeared ubiquitous ; 
though, in justice to two gallant officers, we should mention 
that he had the able professional assistance of Lieutenants 
De Butts, of the engineers, and Duncan, of the artillery, 
both of whom had come with the admiral. 

On the 11th the three shore batteries, armed with 16 
heavy guns and mortars, and an old fngate which had been 
fitted up as a floating battery, opened upon the works of 
the enemy. But Bastia held out bravely, and the French 
general, St. Michel, appeared determined to abide by his 
answer to the first summons to surrender, that “ he had 
shot for our ships, and bayonets for our troops ; when two- 
thirds of his men were killed, he would trust to the 
generosity of the English.” The ships kept up a most 
effectual blockade; the besiegers erected new batteries, 
the guns of which, according to Nelson, could never have 
been placed in position “ by any other but British seamen.” 
These fresh batteries were opened on the 1st May, and 
on the afternoon of the 21st a boat came oflfto the Victory 
with proposals for a capitulation. An hour afterwards 
General D’Aubant, who more than once had actually come 
over from San Fiorenzo with all his staff to see how the 
siege was progressing, having received reinforcements from 
Gibraltar, made his appearance on the hills which overlook 
the town, but arrived too late to rob Nelson's gallant band 
of the credit of having effected this important task unaided, 
and with the loss of only 14 killed and 34 wounded. On 
the 22nd the French colours were hauled down ; and on 
the following day the enemy, between 4,000 and 5,000 
strong, laid down their arms to 1,200 British soldiers and 
sailors. The only remaining town that now held out 
against the British and Paoli was Calvi, on the western 
side, a little to the south of San Fiorenza 

In company with General Cliarles Suart, who had 
superseded D’Aiibant, to whom he offered a marked contrast 
in all the qualities that mark the soldier, Nelson examined 
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the neighbouring coast, and, on the 19th June, disembarked 
the troops and a body of seamen at a narrow inlet called 
Porte Agro, distant about three and a half miles from the 
town. He at once pitched a tent on the beach, and began 
with his gallant “ Agamemnons ” to drag the guns up the 
hills to form a battery. 

Calvi was a strongly-fortified town, and was further 
defended by three forts and a powerful battery. The siege 
progressed favourably, and its general features were identical 
with the operations at Bastia. At the end of June, Lord 
Hood, who had been watching the French fleet with 14 
sail of the line, proceeded to Calvi, and sent Nelson some of 
his heavy guns from the Victory, but left in his hands the 
conduct of the siege, so far as the navy was concerned. 
While directing the fire of the batteries, Nelson received a 
serious injury from a shot which, striking the ground close 
to him, drove some stones into his right eye, permanently 
depriving him of its sight ; this painful wound, however, 
only kept him away from his duty for one day, and so 
energetically did he prosecute the constniction of new 
batteries, that, at length, on the 1st August, the garrison 
capitulated, l^ing granted all the honours of war; the 
frigates Melpomene and Mignonne, the remainder of the 
squadron encountered by the Agamemnwi, were also sur- 
rendered. This great achievement, by which the whole of 
the island of Corsica was reduced, was mainly due to the 
gallantry of the seamen under thoir illustrious leader, and this 
fact General Stuart was always foremost in acknowledging. 

Lord Hood now returned to England, leaving the chief 
command in the Mediterranean to Admiral Hotham, who 
blockaded the French fleet in Gourjean Bay, until at the 
beginning of November he was blown off the coast by a 
gale, when the French admiral managed to effect his escape 
into Toulon. Nelson was despatched to reconnoitre the 
enemy’s fleet, and returned with the intelligence that they 
numbered about 22 sail. 

During the spring of the year 1794, Captain Sir Edward 
Pellew, when in command of the Arethusa, 38 — a ship whose 
achievements have been tinnsmitted to the “jolly tars ” of 
the fleet in a spirited song, — in company with four other 
frigate;^ one of which was commanded by Commodore Sir 
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J. B. Warren, Bart., and another by Sir Bichard Strachan, 
fell in with four French Mgates off the island of Guernsey. 
An engagement ensued, in which the enemy fought with 
great spirit, but the result was most disastrous, as the cap- 
tain of the Saucy Arethuaa^ and his comrades, succeeded in 
capturing three ships of the hostile squadron. The year 
1794, however, is chiefly memorable in nautical annals for 
Lord Howe’s great victory over the French, known in naval 
history as the “ glorious 1st of June.” 

In July of the previous year, the gallant admiral had put 
to sea with a powerful fleet with the object of encountering 
the French squadrons that had been fitted out at Brest and 
Rochefort, under command of Admiral Morard de Galles j 
but though he sighted them off Belleisle, he was unable to 
bring them to action j again, in November, the rival fleets 
nearly met. The English public most unfairly vented their 
spleen at the British admiral, for his want of success in 
engaging an enemy who hugged the French coast so closely 
that it was out of his power to lure them to fight in the 
open sea, and ridiculed the veteran commander by squibs 
-and lampoons, while the more sanguinary-minded members 
of the Committee of Public Safety superseded M. Morard de 
Galles, guillotined some of his captains and officers, pour 
emourager lea autrea^^ as Voltaire would have said. They 
appointed a post-captain, M. Villaret Joyeuse, commander-in- 
chief of the fleet assembled in Brest, and the latter, to prove 
that the confidence reposed in him was not misplaced, 
weighed anchor on the 16th May, 1794, at the head of a fine 
fleet of 25 sail of the line and 15 frigates and corvettes. On 
his part, the only anxiety felt by Lord Howe was to bring 
the enemy to action at as early a date as was practicable \ 
and on the 2nd of the same month he had proceeded to sea 
from St. Helen’s with a fleet of 34 ships of the line and 15 
frigates and corvettes, and the Newfoundland and West 
India convoy of 148 sail. On the 4th, when off the Lizard, 
the convoys were ordered to part company, and Rear-Ad- 
miral Montague, with six seventy-fours and two frigates, 
ordered to see them safe as far as the latitude of Cape 
Finisterre, while one 74, one 64, and five frigates, were 
■directed to accompany them to their destination. 

The following was the fleet Lord Howe had now under his 
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orders, and as they were the same that took, part in his me- 
morable yictory, we will give them as they appear in Sir 
John Barrow’s “ Life of Howe the total being 26 sail of 
the line, seven frigates, and six smaller vessels. 


Guns. 


100 


Queen Cha/rlotte 


Royal Qeorge . 


98 


80 


74 I 


Q^een 

L Glory 

S Gibraltar ... 
Coesour 

Belleroplum 

f Montague .. 
Trememdous 

VaUant 

Ra^ilUes 
Audacious ... 
Brunswick ... 

Alfred 

Defence 

Leviathcm ... 


■[ 


Royal Sovereign 

Banfleur 

Impregnable 


...[ 


Majestic 

Invincible ... 

Orion i. 

Bussell 

Marlborough 
Thunderer ... 
^ Culloden 


Admiral Earl Howe (Union). 

Captain Sir Boger Curtis. 

„ Sir Andrew S. Douglas. 
Yioe-Admiral Sir Alexander Hood, E.B. 
(Bed). 

Captain W. Domett. 

Yioe-Admiral Thomas Graves (Bed). 
Captain Henry Nichols. 

Bear>Admiral George Bowyer (White). 
Captain Cuthbert Collingwood. 
Bear-Admiral 3. Caldwell (White). 
Captain George Blagdon Westcott. 
Bear-Admiral Alan Gardner (White). 
Captain John Hntt. 

„ John Elphinstone. 

„ Thomas Mackenzie. 

„ Anthony J. P. Molloy. 

Bear- Admiral Thomas Pasley (White). 
Captain William Hope. 

„ James Montagu. 

,, James Pigott. 

„ Thomas Pringle. 

„ Henry Harvey. 

„ William Parker. 

„ John Harvey. 

„ John Bazeley. 

„ James Gambler. 

„ Lord Hugh Seymour. 

„ Charles Cotton. 

„ Hon. Thomas Pakenham. 

,, John Thomas Duckworth. 

„ John Willett Payne. 

„ Hon. C. Cranfield Berkeley. 

„ Albemarle Bertie. 

„ Isaac Sohomberg. 


Fbioatbs, &c. 


88 

82 

28 


( Phaeton 

^ Zatona 

\ Southampton 

j Vewus 

(. AquiUm 

Pegasus 


Captain William Bentinok. 

„ Edward Thomborongh. 

„ Hon. A. Kaye Legge. 

„ Hon. Bobert Forbes. 

„ William Brown. 

„ Hon. Bobert Stopford. 

„ Bobert Barlow. 
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Besides six smaller vessels and fireships. Among the 
captains commanding these ships were some who subse- 
quently earned great renown. Chief of them appears the 
honoured name of Collingwood, Nelson’s friend, and second 
in command at Trafalgar ; also Duckworth, Gambier, and 
Stopford, who commanded at Acre in 1840. Standing over 
towards Ushant, Lord Howe, on the 9th May, sent the 
Orion with the Fluteton and LcUona frigates, to recon- 
noitre the Fi'ench fleet at Brest. After cruising about 
on the track the French West Indian convoy would take on 
their return home, Howe returned to XJshant on the 19th, 
when he found that M. de Villaret Joyeuse had cleared out 
with the whole of his fleet. The French admiral sailed, as 
we have said, on the 16th May, and on the following day was 
actually so close to the British fleet, that the sound of their 
fog-signals, of drums and bells, was distinctly audible, but 
the next morning, when the fog cleared away, not a sail was 
to be seen. On the 19th, the French fleet was joined by the 
Fatriote, 74, one of Admiral de Nielly’s squadron, and on 
the following day the Lisbon convoy of 53 saU, mostly Dutch, 
fell into their hands. 

M. de Villaret Joyeuse had now under his orders a fleet 
of equal numerical strength with the British ; but though the 
superiority in the number of guns on the French side was 
trifling, yet the calibre of their guns was so much greater 
than ours that an entire broadside of their fleet outweighed 
a British broadside by upwards of 5,000 lb. ; their tonnage 
was also larger in the same proportion, and their crews out- 
numbered ours by nearly 3,000 men ; the relative numbers 
being approximately 20,000 and 17,000. 

On the 28th May, with a fresh breeze from the south, and 
a heavy sea, the British look-out frigates reported a strange 
fleet in sight to windward. The Bellerophonj 74, and three 
other ships of the line were ordered to reconnoitre, and at 
9 a.m., the enemy’s fleet having wore, was observed running 
down under top-gallant sails towards the British. The 
French fleet was then counted, and found to muster 26 line- 
of-battle ships and five frigates. Having approached within 
nine miles, the French admiral hauled to the wind, and hove- 
to, when a three-decker passed along the line as if to speak 
each ship, after which they formed in line ahead. At 10*30 

V 
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liord Howe signalled his fleet to wear in succession, in order 
to close with the enemy. The French fleet now filled and 
tacked, upon which the British admiral, seeing that his 
antagonist declined an engagement, threw out the signal 
for a general chase, and to engage the enemy as each ship 
came up. 

At 2 ‘30 p.m., the BusaeUt being the headmost ship, fired 
at the rearmost ship of the enemy, and towards evening the 
Bdlerophon, having got up to the lee>beam of the Eevolur 
timnaire, 110, opened fire upon her : for more than a hour 
she gallantly maintained the unequal contest, until, losing 
her mainmast, she was forced to rejoin her fleet. The Rua- 
sell and Marlhorcmgh now closed with the great three-decker 
and shot away her mizen-mast, and otherwise so crippled 
her that she bore up out of the line, when she was in- 
tercepted by the LemcUhany and closely engaged by the 
Busaell and Jtidaciotts, which, having taken up a position 
on her lee-quarter, poured a destructive fire into her. The 
RusaeU bemg recalled, the Amlacimay single-handed, tackled 
her huge antagonist, and being much damaged aloft, could 
with difficulty keep clear of her. At 10 p.m., the Revolvr 
timnaire^ having lost her mizen-mast and main and main- 
topsail yards, fell athwart hawse the British seventy-four, 
but the latter having extricated herself, the French ship fell 
ofi* before the wind. At this time the crew of the Avdacious^ 
believing that she had struck, cheered lustily, but the French 
commander directed his course to leeward under his fore- 
topsail, which alone remained to him. Lord Howe, being 
also under the impression that the Rkvolutiomiaire had sur- 
rendered, signalled the Thwiderer to take possession of her y 
but the signal was not seen or understood, and when morn- 
ing broke, the B^olviionTiaire was seen completely dis- 
masted. She was then taken in tow by a seventy-four, and 
reached Bochefort in safety ; her loss amounted, accordmg 
to French accounts, to nearly 400 men. The Audacious had 
only lost six men killed and 16 wounded ; but she was sa 
greatly crippled that she had to return to Plymouth for 
repairs. 

Both fleets carried a press of sail during the night, every 
British ship showing a light ; and as they steered a parallel 
course, at daylight on the 29th the enemy were about six 
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miles on the weather bow. At 7 a.m., with a fresh wind 
and heavy head sea, the British fleet being on the larboard 
tack, the signal was made to pass through the enemy's line. 
As our ships neared the French rear on the opposite tack, 
the latter commenced firing. The Ccdsar and were 

the first to reply, but at eight the French van wore in succes- 
sion, and ran down to leeward of their line to support their 
rear, and after passing the last of their ships, dso hauled 
their wind on the larboard tack. Both fleets were now on 
the same tack, the French being some distance to windward. 
At 10 the enemy’s van, having previously edged away a few 
points, opened fire upon the British, and soon after noon 
Lord Howe signalled the fleet to tack in succession. The 
Ccusar^ the leading ship, instead of obeying the signal, made 
the signal of inability, wore, and ran down before the wind 
past the Majestic, the eighth ship in the line, before she 
hauled to the wind on the starboard tack. The next ship, the 
Queen, now in the van, also wore, and passing under the 
counter of her second astern, luffed up and opened a dis- 
tant fire on the third ship of the enemy's van. She then 
stood along their line, receiving a heavy fire, until she had 
passed their rear ship. 

Lord Howe, observing that the Queen was suffering 
severely, she having also hoisted the signal of inability, 
and that the French ships would soon bo too far ahead for 
hiin to carry out his intention of passing through their 
line, resolved to set the example. Accordingly, at 1*30 the 
Queen Charlotte, the commander-in-chief's own ship, tacked, 
and bracing her yards sharp up, passed under the lee of 
the Orion, still on the larboai-d tack and astern, and to 
windward of the Ccesar, Receiving the fire of the French, 
the gallant admiral, as soon as he arrived abreast of the 
sixth ship from their rear, the Eole, 74, lufied close round 
her stem, and poured a broadside into her. The Bellerophon 
and Leviathcm tacked, and followed the chief, the former 
steeling ahead of the Terrible, 110, and the Leviathan imder 
the stem of the same ship. 

Having passed through the enemy's line, the Queen 
Charlotte tacked, and hoisted the signal for a general chase, 
leaving the two stemmost of the French ships, which had 
been considerably damaged, to the attentions of the Orion 

N 2 
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and who would in all probability have captured 

them, but that the French admiral, “wearing ship” led 
his fleet, with the wind on the starboard quarter, to 
their rescue. Lord Howe, being only seconded by the 
Leviathan and Bdlerophon^ which alone had obeyed his 
signal to tack in succession and pass through the enemy’s 
line, was unable to prevent his skilful opponent from carry- 
ing out his manoeuvre. Accordingly he wore the Queen Char-- 
hiUy and the French admiral appearing to have a design 
upon the Queen and Royal George^ the sternmost of our 
Ime, Lord Howe about 4 o’clock was compelled to gather 
his ships around him, and bear down to the assistance of 
his threatened consorts. Both vans were again engaged, and 
the Glory, passing within pistol-shot of three ships in succes- 
sion, knocked away a topmast from two of them. An hour 
later the firing on both sides ceased, and the fleets formed 
in line on the larboard tack, the British being to windward. 
Our ships, including the Queen, repaired the damages they 
had received during the desultory operations of the day, 
and were soon again ready for any service required of them. 
The following were the losses sustained by the ships 
engaged ; the Caesar had three killed and 19 wounded ; the 
Quern, 21 killed, including the master, and 25 wounded, 
among whom was the captain, who lost a leg ; Royal George, 
15 killed and 23 wounded, including two officers ; Invincible, 
11 killed, including a midshipman, and 20 wounded ; Orion 
and Ramillies each three killed ; Defence, one killed and three 
wounded j Majestic, one killed and 13 wounded ; and Queen 
Charlotte lost her sixth lieutenant ; the total loss being 67 
killed and 128 wounded. 

No fighting took place on the 30th, owing to a dense fog; 
at 10 a. m. when it was not so thick. Lord Howe formed 
his ships in two columns, intending to attack, but the fog 
coming on denser, he gave up his intention. The weather 
cleared up on the following day, and his lordship at 5 p.m. 
gave the signal to the van and centre to engage ; but after- 
wards, considering it advisable to defer the battle until the 
next day, when he would have more time completely to 
dispose of the enemy, hauled his wind again. At length the 
glorious 1st of J une ” dawned, and found both fleets eager 
to engage in what was felt must be the decisive action. 
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An anecdote is told of a distinguished British officer. 
Captain Troubridge, who was a prisoner on board the Sam 
pa/reil, his ship the Gaatm^ 32, while convoying a small 
flotilla of merchantmen from Newfoundland, having been 
captured by Admiral de Niell/s squadron of line-of-battle 
ships. The French, itappears, mistook LordHowe’s avoidance 
of an engagement on the 31st May for timidity, an opinion 
in which they were strengthened when, at daybreak on the 
1st June, the British fleet was seen about six miles to srind- 
ward moving in a parallel line, but not offering to take 
the offensive. Captain Troubridge was anxiously regarding 
Lord Howe’s line, when the officers of the Sanspa/reil 
pointed out to him the course his countrymen were taking, 
taunting him with it, as a proof that they had no desire to 
engage in an encounter with so superior an enemy. Trou- 
bridge knew better, and replied, “ Don’t flatter yourselves ; 
John Bull does not like fighting on an empty stomach, but 
see if he does not pay you a visit after breakfast.” The 
result showed that the gallant officer was not wrong. 

Since the last encounter, on the 29th May, the French 
admiral had been joined by four fresh line-of-battle ships under 
B.ear- Admiral de Nielly, and had sent into port an equal 
number of his most damaged vessels, so that his fleet thus 
reinforced consisted of the following 26 ships of the line, 
all in perfect condition : — 


Onus. 


120 

110 

80 

74 


Montague^ flag of Admi- 
ral de Villaret Joyeuse. 

C Bi'puhlicain, flag of Bear- 
< Admiral BouYot. 

( Terrible. 

S Sanspareil, 

8cipion, 

Jacobwi, 

Juete. 

"Sole. 

Trajan, 

America, 

T4meravrt, 

Jbnp6tueuss, 


Guns. 


74 


'Mucvm. 

Tourville, 

Qaspwrin, 

Convention. 

Trcnte-un-Mai. 

Tyranwidde, 

I Achille. 

Vengeur. 

PatHote. 

Northumberla/nd. 

Entreprencmt, 

Jemappes, 

Ecptune, 

\ Pelletier. 


At daylight on the 1st June the French fleet was seen 
about six miles on the lee bow, formed in line of battle, on 
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the starboard tack. At 5 a.m., on a signal being made, onr 
ships bore up together, steering north-west, and afterwards 
north, until about seven, when they hauled to the wind on 
the larboard tack, and the hands were piped to breakfast, the 
last meal many of the gallant fellows were to taste. 

Precisely at 7 ’16, when the fleets were hove-to, about 
four miles apart from each other, Lord Howe signalled his 
intention to attack the enemy’s centre, and engage to lee- 
ward. A few minutes past eight, the British fleet filled 
their sails and bore up, the commander-in-chief throw- 
ing out the signal for each ship to steer for and engage that 
opposed to her in the enemy’s line, and at the same time 
some changes were made in the positions of our ships, so 
that they, as far as possible, might engage vessels carrying 
an equal armament of guns. These cl^ges completed, the 
British fleet bore down in nearly line abreast ; both fleets 
at this time were under single-reefed topsails, the French 
“ backing and filling,” in order to preserve their station in 
their line, which extended about east and west. At nine 
the enemy’s van opened their fire upon the Defemey which 
ship was rather in advance of our line, then steering about 
two points to the westward of north, with the wind fresh at 
south-by-west, and going about five knots an hour through 
the wateh Half an hour before the first shot was received 
by the DefencCy the commander-in-chief had hauled down 
the “preparative” signal, and kept flying the signal to engage, 
remarking, as he shut the Admiralty code of signals, that it 
was impossible for any captain to misunderstand his duty. 
Yet the Ctesor, the Russell^ and one or two others, either 
backed their maintopsails, or did not show the alacrity in 
engaging that might have been expected. This was not 
owing to the example set them by the veteran admiral, for 
he ordered the Queen Charlotte to be steered straight for the 
MoifUagney the flagship of M. Villaret Joyeuse. The Vengeur, 
the third ship in the enemy’s line, opened her guns upon him, 
but, reserving his fire, he ordered the topgallant-sails and 
foresul to be set, which soon carried the Queen Gha/rlotte 
abreast of the Ackille, After receiving this ship’s broadside, 
which the admiral returned with his quarter-deck guns. 
Lord Howe directed his course for the larboard quarter of 
the huge thn^-declier The enemy’s line was so compact^ 
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tliat it was no easy task to force a passage through it ; but 
the flagship stood on. Now she neared the MmtagiM ; or- 
dering the helm to be put hard-a-port, the Qvmn, Gka/iclotte 
passed so close under the Frenchman’s stem, that the tri- 
•colour brushed the lower rigging of the British ship. It 
was the supreme moment, and as she swept past her adver- 
sary, at the word of command a tremendous broadside was 
poured into the Montagnis stem from the batteries on the 
larboard side. Just at this time the Jacobin^ the Montague's 
next astern, not wishing to receive the starboard broa^ide 
of the British three-decker, was seen stretching ahead, to 
occupy the position a-beam of the French admiral’s ship, 
which Lord Howe had proposed for himself. While his 
lordship was expressing his regret to Mr. Bowen, the master, 
iihat officer, obseiving by the movement of the JacohirCs 
rudder, that she was in the act of bearing up, instantly put 
the Queen Charlotte's helm hard a starboard : by this man- 
•ceuvre the flagship shaved the Jacobin's weather-quarter so 
closely, that her jib-boom grazed the larboard mizen-shrouds 
-of the French ship. Another moment, and as the Jacobin 
bore up she received the British three-decker^s starboard 
broadside into her port quarter ; but returning the fire with 
such guns as would bear, she shot away the Queen Cha/rlotte's 
fore-topmast. Lord Howe then endeavoured to lay himself 
■alongside of the Montague^ but being unable to do so, kept 
Tip a cannonade upon her starboard quarter, of so destruc- 
tive a character that nearly 300 men were killed and 
wounded. 

After having sustained this fire without returning a 
shot, the French admiral flattened ” his jib-sheet, and 
■crossing the Queen Gharrhtt^s bows, quitted the line. In 
this the Montague was followed by the Jacobin and several 
other ships ; upon seeing which. Lord Howe made the signal 
for a general chase. At this time the Jacobin was on the 
starboard quarter of the British flagship, the Juste lying on 
her larboard bow ; this ship being also distantly engaged by 
the Invincible^ had her foremast, and soon afterwards her 
main and mizen-masts, shot away. Now the Queen Char^ 
htUs main-topmast went over the side, upon which the 
Jmte^ which had drifted abreast and to windward of the 
■flagship, and still displayed French colours on her bowsprit 
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cap, set her spritsail,* and wearing round, gallantly passed 
under the stem of the Queen Charlotte^ into which she poured 
a raking fire. The liepublicain^ which was lying on the 
flagship’s weather quarter, engaged by the G^dttar^ very 
shortly afterwards lost her main and mizen-masts, which 
went by the board, when she bore up and passed astern of 
the Queen Cha/rlotte without firing a shot. 

Meanwhile, the Montague and Jacohiny having quitted the 
line, set their top-gallant sails. On reaching the van the 
French admiral wore, and, followed by eleven ships, directed 
his course towards the Queeuy then lying in a disabled state 
not far from the Queen Cha/rlotte. TJpon perceiving this in- 
tention, Lord Howe signalled the nearest ships to close and 
form in line for her protection, and wearing his own ship 
round on the starboard tack, which he had some difficulty 
in doing, owing to the damages she had sustained aloft, his 
lordship, followed by several ships, stood towards the Queen. 
Finding himself fofled, and not caring to risk a second en- 
counter, M. Villaret Joyeuse continued his course to the 
eastward, where five of his most disabled ships lay. 

We must now detail the part individually taken by those 
of the ships which bore the chief part in the hard and close 
fighting, and for which I am much indebted to a valuable 
work on the battles of the British navy, by Joseph Allen, of 
Greenwich Hospital. Taking them as they lay in the line 
of battle, we commence with the Gcesary which hove to at 
about 500 yards to windward of the French line. On being 
signalled by Bear-Admiral Pasley, she endeavoured to bear 
up, but her tiller being disabled by a shot, she was not en- 
gaged with any eflect. The Coesar nevertheless, received a 
good many shots in her hull, and lost 14 men killed and 23 
wounded. 

The BeUerophon, the flagship of this division, owing to 
the conduct of Captain Molloy of the Ccesa/r, had to sus- 
tain the fire of the three headmost ships of the enemy. She 
did not reply until within musket-shot of the EoUy but her 
guns were served with such good effect, that at 11*45 the 
French seventy-four, and the leading ship, setting topgallant- 
sails, wore round, and after firing Iheir storboaid broadsides 


* A sail under the bowsprit, but now abolidied. 
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at the Belleroplion^ stood away. Admiral Pasley, early in 
the action, had lost his leg, and Captain Hope, upon whom 
the command devolved, attempted to wear, but in doing so, 
his fore and main-topmasts went over the side, upon which 
he called the Latona to his assistance ; that frigate complied, 
receiving and replying to the fire of the two French seventy- 
fours. Though much cut up aloft, the loss of the BeHeroplion 
was only four killed and 27 wounded, including Rear- 
Admiral Pasley. 

The Lemathan engaged the America^ and in less than an 
hour shot away her foremast, when the Eole and Trajan 
as they passed to leeward of the French line, hove-to, and 
opened a galling fire on the starboard quarter of the 
British seventy-four. The Ltmaihm and the America then 
wore round, when the latter, becoming the weathermost 
ship, endeavoured to make off, but her main and mizen-masts 
going over the side, she lay an unmanageable hulk, with 
one -third of her crew killed and wounded. The Lemathan^ 
however, was unable to effect her capture, as the admiral 
had signalled her to close, but left her plucky antagonist 
with her flag still defiantly displayed on the stump of the 
mizen-mast. Besides having her fore-topsail-yard shot away 
and all her masts wounded, the Leviathan sustained a loss 
of 10 killed and 33 wounded. The Russell engaged the 
Timeraire to windward, and within an hour and a half 
had her fore-topmast shot away. An hour later the 
Temkraire made sail to leeward, followed through the line 
by the Russdly but the French ship hauling up to starboard, 
the British seventy-four was unable to pursue her, and 
brought-to on the lee of three French van ships. Receiving 
the fire of the Eole and Trajan^ the Russelly after firing into 
the stern of the America^ joined the line forming astern of 
the Queen Gha/rlottey and at 2*30, in obedience to the signal 
to stay by prizes, took possession of the Americay the capture 
of which, however, must be placed to the credit of the 
Leviathan, The RmseU had eight men killed and 26 
wounded. 

The Royal Soverdgn engaged the TenrihUy also a three- 
decker, and within an hour and a quarter of the time she 
opened fire, shot away the main and mizen-masts of her 
opponent, when the latter, from the loss of after-sail, fell off 
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before the wind. In this position she was raked several 
times by the Royal Sovereign, The Montagm and JcLcohin 
coming to the assistance of the Terrible^ the Royal Sovereign 
engaged the flagship of M. Villaret Joyeuse, but the latter 
in about half an hour bore away, when the British three- 
decker, after following her a short distance, hauled up in 
obedience to the signal to stay by prizes. The Royal 
Sovereign lost a midshipman and 13 men killed, and 44 
men and officers wounded, among the latter being Vice- 
Admiral Graves, who, within three-quarters of an hour of 
the commencement of the engagement, was badly wounded, 
and had to be carried below, when the ship was fought by 
Captain Nichols. 

The Marlhor<AJug\ having passed under the stem of the 
Impetuefux, hauled up to leeward of that ship, and closely 
engaged her. The French line-of-battle ship fell on board 
the Marlborough^ hooking her larboard mizen rigging, and 
in this position, with the muzzles of their guns ^most 
touching, the ships furiously engaged each other. After an 
hour of this hot work, the Muciusy the next ship astern, 
made sail away from her antagonist, the Defencey and also 
fell on board the Marlborough, The latter ship had already 
lost her' mizen-mast, and just after the Mucius^ fell foul of 
her, the fore and mainmasts went over the side. Nothing 
daunted by the well-nigh desperate state, the crew worked 
their guns with such spirit and success, that they soon 
reduced both opponents to a condition as helpless as that 
of their own ship. To add to the already heavy odds 
against them, the MorUo/gne now ranged up and poured a 
broadside into the MarlborougKs stern, which occasioned 
much loss, and wounded Captain Berkeley, who was obliged 
to quit the deck. The command then devolved upon Lieu- 
tenant Monckton, who continued to flght the ship until, 
being in almost a defenceless state, the Aquilon frigate 
went to her assistance, and towed her out of the line of 
battle. Her prize the ImpetueyaOy was taken possession of 
by the Russell, when her loss was ascertained to be 100 
killed and 16 severely wounded. The MuduSy although 
reduced to a wreck, effected her escape. As might be ex- 
pected, the Marlborough sustained heavy loss. One mid- 
shipman and 28 men were killed ; her captain, two lieu- 
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tenants, one master^s mate, four midshipmen, and 68 men 
urere wounded. 

An anecdote is related by Sir John Barrow in his Life 
•of Lord Howe, which, were it not well authenticated by the 
testimony of several of the MarlhorougKs crew, might be 
regarded as a sailor’s “ tough yam.” When the fore and 
mainmasts of the Marlborough were shot away in the heat 
of the action, a cock, which some of the numerous shot 
flying about had released from its coop, perched upon the 
stump of the mainmast, and flapping his wings, crowed 
defiantly. The bird was on the arrival of the ship at 
Plymouth presented to Lord George Lennox, and lived to a 
good old age. 

The leading ship of the fleet, the Defence^ was the first to 
cut through the enemy’s line, passing between the Mucim and 
Tourmlle. She was soon in the thickest of the fight, and lost 
her main and mizen-masts. when the ships that had attacked 
her passed ahead to the aid of their own ships. But fresh 
enemies crowded upon the Defence^ and soon the foremast, 
the last one remaining to her, went over the side. Upon 
his ship being rendered unserviceable, Captain Gambier 
signalled for assistance, when the Phaeton frigate towed 
her out of the line of battle. She had two oflScers and 
15 men killed and two officers and 34 men wounded. 
The Phaeton, in approaching to render assistance to the 
Defence, was, contrary to the usage of war, fired upon by 
the Jmpetueux, upon which the gallant captain of the fri- 
gate hauled up and engaged the seventy-four for ten minutes^ 
losing three men killed and five wounded. 

The next six ships, — the Impregnable, Tremendous, B<Kr- 
,fleur, Invincible, Cvlloden, and Gibraltar, having brought 
to at some distance to windward, though much damaged 
in sails and rigging, did not take a prominent part in the 
battle, with the exception of the Barjleur, The Invmdhle 
lost four killed and 10 wounded ; the Impregnable lost 
seven killed, including ' her master, and 24 wounded, 
including two officers, and had her three top-gallant masts 
and fore-topsail yard shot away j the Trernmdous lost her 
first lieutenant and two men, sind had eight men wounded ; 
the Barjleur nine killed, and Rear-Admiral Bowyer, one 
lieutenant, two midshipmen, and 21 men wounded; 
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the Culhden had two killed, and a lieutenant and four 
men wounded; and the GihraXUvr two killed and 12 
wounded. 

The Brunswick, the next ship astern of the Queen ChxM^ 
httBy had her cockpit filled with wounded before she 
returned a shot. When the Jacobin shot ahead, as men- 
tioned in the account of the part taken in the action by the 
flag-ship, and the Achilla advanced to fill her place, the 
Brunswick bore up for the opening astern of the AchiUcy 
and attempted to pass between her and the Vengeur. But 
in this endeavour she encountered a foeman worthy of her, 
and the most desperate fight in this famous battle resulted. 
The Vengeur having forged ahead and closed the interval 
between herself and the AchUUy the gallant commander of 
the Brunswicky Captain Harvey, ran the French ship on 
board to windvrard, hooking with his anchor the larboard 
fore shroud and channels of the enemy. On being asked by 
the master if they should endeavoiir to cut her clear. Captain 
Harvey replied, No ; we have got her, and we will keep 
her.” The ships now swung alongside of each other, with 
the muzzles of their guns touching ; and, both falling off 
before the wind, dropped out of the line, engaging furiously. 
It was a desperate encounter, and so close wore the ships 
locked, that the seamen of the Biunswick, being unable to 
open tlieir aftermost lower-deck ports, in their impatience 
blew them out. 

At 11 a.ni. the Achille bore down on the larboard 
quarter of the British seventy-four, and having her rigging 
and gangways crowded with men, as if with the intention 
of boarding the Brunswick, However, some well-aimed 
shots from the lower-deck guns of the latter completed the 
work commenced by the Queen Charlottes terrific broadsides, 
and down came the Achilles remaining mast. The wreck 
of this spar falling on the starboard side, rendered her in- 
capable of further resistance, and she struck her colours ; 
though, as no ship took possession of her, she subsequently 
rehoisted them. 

The fight still waged fast and furious between the Vengeur 
and Brunswick. At length Captain Harvey, who had been 
already wounded by a splinter which knocked him down, 
received a mortal wound, which obliged him to go below. 



GREAT BATTLES OF THE BRITISH HAVT. 


189 


As lie was descending the ladder, the gallant officer called 
to those of the crew near him, and directed them “ bravely 
to fight the ship for the honour of their king and country,” 
adding, “Remember my last words — the colours of the 
Brunswick shall never be struck ! ” 

Lieutenant Edward Cracrofb assumed the command, and 
the two ships, after remaining three hours locked in their 
deadly embrace, separated, the BmnsimcBs sheet and bower 
anchors being torn away. T)^eRamillie8 then comirg up, took 
a position under the Vengeur's stem, and commenced a well- 
directed fire upon her, until the gallant captain of the French- 
man, seeing his ship in a sinking state, at 1 p.m. ceased firing. 
She is stated to have hoisted a union-jack as a token of sur- 
render, but the Brunswick had no boat to send to take posses- 
sion, and the Rcmillies made sail after the AchiUcy of which 
she made a prize. Shortly after the Brunswick quitted the 
French seventy-four, the latter’s fore and mainmasts went 
over the side, and with her mizen-mast only left standing, 
she lay in the trough of the sea, rolling under the water her 
lower-deck ports, many of which having been torn off, or 
shot away in her desperate conflict with the Brunswichy 
she soon began to fill with water. But although fast set- 
tling, the colours of the Fengeur, which had been rehoisted, 
were still ke|)t proudly flying. Fortunately for her when 
she lay in this forlorn condition, every moment appearing 
as if about to be her last, at 6*15 p.m. the Alfred, Cidlodeny 
and Rattler (cutter) approached her, and observing her 
state, humanely sent their boats alongside, and by great 
exertions saved about 400 men, including her commander. 
Captain Renaudin, whose name ought to be held in respect, 
not only by his countrymen, but among the foe whom he 
vainly essayed to conquer. Sad to relate, the Vehgeur 
sank before all her crew, who by their heroism merited a 
happier fate, could be rescued, and nearly 200 men went 
down in the ill-fated ship. Among the survivors was the 
son of Captain Renaudin, a boy of twelve years of age. The 
father and son were saved by boats belonging to two different 
ships, and each mourned the hapless fate of the other. The 
reader may imagine the joy of the gallant father and the 
noble boy, when, on arriving at Poi'tsmouth, they were 
restored to each other. 
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Tlie Brunswick lost her inizen-mast, and her other masta 
were so badly wounded that she was unable to haul up for 
the fleet, and consequently steered to the northward with the 
object of making the first British port. In her obstinately- 
contested engagement with the Vengeur, besides having 
been set on fire three times, and having 23 guns disabled, 
she had her starboard quarter-galley knocked away, as also 
her best bower anchor with the starboard cathead, which 
were both towing under her bottom. Her loss amounted 
to three officers and 41 men killed, and Captain Harvey 
(mortally), three officers, and 120 men wounded. 

The Yaliant hove-to to windward of her proper opponent, 
the Patriotej but soon passing through the line, engaged the 
Achille when the Queen Chmhtte quitted her. When the 
main and mizen-masts of the French seventy-four were shot 
away, the Valiant pushed on, and brought-to a little ta 
windward of the R(yyal Soverei^a, She had two men killed 
and nine wounded, and lost her main-topsail and cross-jack- 
yards. 

The Orion engaged the Nortliumberland for a short time,, 
when both ships bore up. She lost her main-topmast, which 
carried with it the maintop and the topsail yard, and after 
parting company with her opponent hauled up in support of 
the Quem Charlotte, Her loss was two killed and 24 wounded. 

The Q^een suffered much fiom the enemy’s fire while 
running down into action, and in endeavouring to get 
alongside of the Northumb&rland^ though her gunners’ prac- 
tice against the latter was so effective, that the masts of the 
French seventy-four were so much injured that they even- 
tually fell over the side. Being unable to close with the 
Northuynherlandy which had made sail ahead, the Queen 
steered for the Jemappes, which ship also sought to avoid 
a conflict. But Admiral Gardner followed the JemappeSy 
keeping close upon her starboard quarter, and shot away 
her mizen-mast. Soon afterwards the mainmast of the 
Queen went over the side, in its fall springing tho mizen- 
mast, and crushing the fore part of the poop and lar- 
board bulwarks of the quarter-deck. The Bri*ish admiral’ 
quickly bad his revenge, however, for the fore and m liiimasts 
of the Jemappes fell over the side, and her crew, having 
been driven from their guns by the destructive fire of the 
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Qm&r^s seamen, came np on deck, waving their hats in token 
of submission. The British ship now repaired her damages, 
and while so employed, the Montcbgm and eleven other 
ships sought, as we have seen, to cut her off from the rest 
of the fleet, a design which was frustrated by the promptitude 
of Lord Howe. Ten of these ships opened fire upon the- 
Queen in passing, as did also two frigates, which, however, 
soon bore away again, taking the dismasted Jema/ppes'?ri\\i, 
them. The Queen had 14 men killed, and three officers and 
37 men wounded. 

There is nothing particular to narrate of the proceedings 
of the next seven ships in the British line. The RamUlieSy. 
previous to her attack on the Vengeur, and taking posses- 
sion of the AcMUey engaged the Pelletier » The Royal George^ 
passing through the line between the San^areil and 
Repuhlicainy engaged both ships with great gallantry, 
knocking away the fore and mizen-mast of the former. She 
lost a midshipman and four men killed, and 49 wounded, in- 
cluding a lieutenant, the master, and two midshipmen. 

The Qlory^ passing under the stem of the Sdpion^ 
hauled up and closely engaged her to leeward. In a little 
time she shot away all the Sdpion'a masts, herself losing 
her fore topmast and main and mizen top-gallant masts ; 
then shooting ahead, the Glory determined to make up for- 
lost time, for being a slow sailer she had come late into tho 
action, — engaged the SanspareUy and then, together with 
the Royal George, raked the Rkpublicam, compelling her to 
retreat with her main and mizen-masts so badly injured 
that shortly afterwards they fell over the side. The Glory, 
besides suffering severely in her masts and rigging, had her 
master, a midshipman, and 11 men killed, and 39 woimded. 
The loss of the SanspareU, from the fire of the Royal 
George and Glory, amounted to 300 hms de combat ; but 
although she surrendered, neither of the British ships was. 
in a condition to take possession of her. 

It should be mentioned that tho Quern Charlotte, 
whose proceedings have already been detailed, had her foro 
and main-topmasts and topsail-yard shot away, and lost two- 
officers and 11 men killed, and Captain Sir Andrew Douglas, 
a midshipman, and 27 men wounded. The total killed in 
tbe British fleet did not amount to 300, nor our wounded. 
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to 900, while the French are believed to have lost six times 
as many men. 

The battle, which had commenced at 8*30, was over at 
2*30, when the smoke having somewhat cleared off. Lord 
Howe made the signal to take possession of the prizes. 
Though all the French sliips still kept their colours flying, 
seven of them were seen to be in so shattered and helpless a 
condition that they were boarded, one after the other without 
their being able to offer any further resistance. These ships 
were, in addition to the Yrngewr^ which, as we have seen, 
w^as so riddled with shot that she went down, VAchiUe^ 
VAmiriqvAy VImpHiimx, le Jmte^ Northumherlandy and 
SanspareiL Most of these were subsequently added to 
the navy, and did good service under their new masters. 
Besides the seven thus captured, flve others, th^JemappeSf 
Mucius^ Repuhlicainy Scijyion^ and Tourville, were in so 
disabled a state that a single broadside from an English 
ship would have compelled them to strike ; consequently 
great discontent was expressed in the fleet that no attempt 
was made to overtake them as they were seen slowly 
making off, three under spritsails and two towed by frigates. 

M. de Villaret Joyeuse reached Brest in safety with his 
19 ships of the line, on the way chasing a squadron of eight 
ships under Admiral Montague. 

Though the battle of the 1st J une was as glorious as almost 
any in our annals, there can be no doubt that the admiral, 
who had displayed such brilliant courage and tactical skill 
in the action, did not follow up his victory as he miglit have 
done. Sir Koger Curtis, the captain of the fleet, in his report 
to the first lord of the Admiralty, described 14 of our ships 
as ** not much damaged,” and only nine of the French as 

capable of making an effort to protect their dismasted 
ships.” We must impute this want of energy on the part 
of Lord Howe to his advanced age, for the fine old sailor 
was in his 69th year. Few Engli^men have done more 
for the honour and renown of their country, and it would 
be an ungrateful act on the part of any of his countrymen 
to detract from his great services by reflections of a deprecia- 
tory character. 

To do the people of England justice, the victorious ad- 
mii'al was received with general enthusiasm on his arrival at 
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Spithead on the 13th June, while the king, who always en- 
tertained a strong personal regard for Lord Howe, travelled 
down to Portsmouth, and, accompanied by a splendid retinue, 
including some of the ministers of state, went on board the 
Queen ChaHotte^ and on her quarter-deck presented his lord- 
ship with a sword set with diamonds, and valued at 3,000 
guineas, and also with a gold chain to be worn round the 
neck. Lord Howe was also offered a marquisate ; Sir Alex- 
ander Hood was created Viscount Bridport ; Vice-Admiral 
Graves was raised to the peerage as Lord Graves ; Bear- Ad- 
mirals Gardner, Bowyer, and Pasley were created baronets ; 
the two latter having a pension of £1,000 per annum granted 
to them for their wounds. The senior lieutenants were 
made commanders ; Mr. Bowen, the skilful master of the 
flagship, was promoted to the rank of lieutenant, and subse- 
quently became a post-captain. The king also gave a large pre- 
sent of money to the crews of the Qmefn Charlotte and Aqui^> 
lon^ frigate, and the Houses of Parliament passed a unani- 
mous vote of thanks to the officers and men of the fleet. 
Medals, in those days, were not given to all the participants 
in an action, and, consequently, great dissatisfaction was 
caused by the selection made by the commander-in-chief, cer- 
tain names, — ^among the number being that of Captain Col- 
lingwood, of the BarJleuTy — being omitted, though a few 
years later the omission was remedied. On the other hand, 
Captain Molloy, of the Caesar^ was brought to a coui-t-mai*tial, 
and dismissed from the command of his ship, though his mis- 
conduct was not attributed by the court to a want of courage. 

Lord Howe proceeded to sea again, but the French fleet 
was much too cowed to venture out of Brest to encounter 
him ; and at the end of November he returned to Spithead 
for the winter, and his health being much broken, the gal- 
lant veteran retired from active service, and rested on his 
well-earned laurels. 


0 
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CHAPTER XL 
1794-1797. 

Servioes of tho Navy in tbe West IndieB-—Vioe-Admiral Hotham’s 
Actions with the French Fleet in March and July, 1795 — Admiral 
Hon. W. Cornwallis beats off the French Fleet, 16th June, 1795 — 
Lord Bridport’a Action with M. Villaret JoyeuFe, 23rd June, 1795-— > 
Eednotion of the Cape of Good Hope ; also of Trincomalee, Malacca, 
and other Dutch Settlements in Asia— The Action between the 
Blanche and Nelson’s Services in the Mediterranean^ 

Frigate Actions fought during the year 1796. 

With the exception of the battle of the 1st June, the only 
naval action of importance fought during the year 1794 
was that on the 6th November, when, off* the Scilly Isles, 
' Admiral deNielly, with a squadron of five 74-gun ships, fell 
in with the British seventy-fours, Alexander^ Captain Bligh, 
and Canada, Captain Hamilton. In their endeavours to 
escape, the two British ships were separated, when three of 
the enemy's ships surrounded and fell upon the Alexander. 
After gallantly sustaining their united attack for three hours, 
during which the officers and ship's company of the Alexan- 
der displayed the utmost heroism. Captain Bligh was 
obliged to strike his colours, having only lost 36 men killed 
and wounded, that of the enemy amounting to 450. 

However, this loss was more than counterbalanced by the 
recapture of the Castor; by the capture, after a severe action, 
of the SyhiUe, 40, by the Romney, 50, Captain Hon. Wm, 
Paget, the French ship losing 158 men hors de combat; also 
by the capture of the VotontairOi 36, by the squadron of 
Commodore Sir J. B. Warren; sjoAoiiSa&Revolutiunnaire, 40, 
which struck to the Artois, 38, Captain Nagle, who received 
the honour of knighthood, his first lieutenant being made 
Commander. 

During the previous year an attempt by a British force to 
take the town of St. Pierre, in the island of Martinique, was 
defeated, but early in 1794 a combined military and naval 
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force, under the command of Lieutenant-General Sir George 
Grey (one of whose brigade commanders was Prince Edward, 
father of Queen Victoria), and Vice-Admiral Sir John Jervis, 
was sent against the island, and met with better success. 
Our sailors again served on shore as a naval brigade, and 
having erected and worked a battery of 24:-pounders and 
mortars against Fort Bourbon, one of the strongest posi- 
tions in Martinique, effected its capture. Still more con- 
spicuous was the gallantry they displayed in the attack of 
Fort Royal, which was taken and called Fort Edward. The 
entire loss of the navy was Captain Milne, and 13 men 
killed, and four officers and 24 men wounded. From thence 
the combined forces proceeded to Santa Lucia, which was 
taken in three days ; and then the squadron sailed against 
Guadaloupe, which also fell to our arms after some brilliant 
operations, in which Lord Garlics, of the Wincliehea, 32, 
and Captain Faulknor, with a party of sailors, particularly 
distinguished themselves. Subsequently, however, Guada- 
loupe was recaptured by a strong French military and 
naval force. 

During the year 1795, three naval actions on a large scale 
were fought. M. Villaret Joyeuse put to sea in the last 
week of the previous year, but was twice driven back to 
Brest by violent gales, in which he lost five liiie-of-battle 
ships ; while lying in port his fleet was reconnoitred by 
Sir Sydney Smith, who, disguising his ship, the Diamond^ 
actually had the hardihood to hail a line-of-battle ship in 
French as she lay at anchor under jurymasts, and asked if 
she wanted any assistance. 

France having reduced Holland to submission, had now 
at her disposal 120 ships of different classes, and was 
stronger than she had been since the commencement of the 
war. 

Intelligence having reached Toulon that the British 
Mediterranean fleet had quitted Corsica and retired to 
Leghorn, the French Government on the 3rd March 
despatched to sea Rear-Admiral Martin with 15 sail-of-the- 
line and six frigates, together with 5,000 men, to effect its 
reconquest. Four days after leaving Leghorn they encoun- 
tered the Bervoick^ 74, which had lost her masts in a gale 
of wind. Admiral Hotham, hearing that the French fleet 
o 2 
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had been standing to the southward, proceeded to sea on 
the 7th March with the following ships : — 


Guos. 

100 


98 


74 


■n .. . ( Vice- Admiral William Hotham (Bed). 

1 Captain Holloway. 

. 7 ? 7 (Vice-Admiral S. C. Goodall (White). 

Pnnees, Royal | 


( Vice-Admiral Sir Hyde Parker (Blue). 
’** i Captain Thomas Foley. 

Bear- Admiral Linzee (Bed). 

. ^ Captain J. GU>re. 

f Ceptain Captain Samuel Reeve. 

Fort'tude „ William Young. 


St. George 


Wmdsor Castle 


Illu!<trious... 
Terrible ... 
Courageux . . . 

(Bedford 

« . ( Agfajnemn.011 
^ Diadem 


Thomas Lenox Frederick. 
George Campbell. 
Augustus Montgomery. 
David ge Gould. 

Horatio Nelson. 

Charles Tyler. 


Also the frigates Inconstant^ Lowestoft^ Meleager^ and 
Romulus, besides two ships and a cutter. There were in 
addition the Neapolitan ship of the lino, II Tancredi, 74, 
commanded by Prince Carraccioli (an officer whoso siil)se- 
quent tragic fate at Naples is well known), and two' Neapo- 
litan frigates. On the 7th March, Hotham put to sea to 
encounter the French fleet, directing his course to San 
Fiorenzo, in the hope of intercepting them before they 
reached Coi’sica. On the 10th the enemy wore sighted 
working back to Toulon. The following were the ships 
under the command of Admiral Martin ; — 


Guns. 

120 Sans Culotte, 
( Qa Ira. 

80 < Tonnant. 

(. Victoire. 

( Duquesne, 

\ Odndreux, 
j Ouerrier. 
^Heureux. 


74- 


Guns. 


74-! 


'Alcide. 

Barras. 

Censeur. 

ConquArant. 

Mcrcure. 

Peuple Souverain. 
TimoUon. 


After a three days’ chase the British admiral, finding that 
the French had no intention of fighting, again made the signal 
for a general chase. The wind was still fresh, the enemy 
being about thi'ee or four leagues distant, when at 8 a.m. the 
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Ca Ira ran foul of the Victoire, and lost her fore and main 
topmasts. The Inconstant^ 36, Captain Freemantle, being 
in advance of the other British ships, gallantly ranged up on 
the larboard side of the disabled ship and engaged her, 
but had at length to sheer off with severe loss. At 
10*50 the Agamemnon, which had the reputation of being 
the fastest of the line-of-battle ships, bore down upon the 
Ca Ira, receiving the fire of some of her stem guns. Nelson 
double-shotted his guns, and when about 100 yards off, 
ordered the helm to be put a-starboard, and his spanker to be • 
brailed up, and, as the Agamemnon fell off, poured his whole 
broadside into the 80-gun ship. He then ported his helm, 
and, bracing up his after-yards, came up to the wind, until 
he was ready to repeat the manoeuvre. Tims pouring in 
broadsides into the stern of the Ca Ira, he handled his ship 
with such skill that the enemy could only bring a few of 
her stern guns to bear upon him, while he reduced her to a 
perfect wreck, killing and wounding 110 of her crew. At 
length the Sam Culotte and some other ships bore down 
to the assistance of their consort, when Hotham signalled 
the intrepid commander of the Agamemnxm to rejoin the 
fleet. During the day the Sans GvIoUe herself had been 
so severely handled by one or two of our ships, — conspicuous 
among them was the Illustrious, — that she was forced to quit 
the fleet, and retreated to Genoa. 

At daybreak on the 14th, Genoa being then distant 
about seven leagues, the Ca Ira was observed a long distance 
"»stem and to leeward of her fleet in tow of the Censeur, The 
Captain and Bedford being ordered by signal, bore up, and 
at 7 a.m. engaged the two French ships, while the remainder 
of the fleet stood on, in close order of battle, for the body of 
the enemy's fleet. The Captain, in approaching the Ca Ira, 
received so much injury that the admiral hailed Nelson to go 
to her assistance. The order was, of course, promptly obeyed. 
But the French admiral saw the danger in which his crip- 
pled ships were placed, and causing his fleet to wear in suc- 
cession with the intention of passing between them and the 
British line, closed the British fleet on the opposite tack. In 
order to frustrate the design of the French admiral, Hotham 
edged away a little, and the French fleet was obliged to go 
to windward of the British. Both sides now opened fire, 
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the Illustrious and Courageux losing their main and mizen 
masts respectively, and sustaining a heavy loss in men ; but 
M. Martin, after clearing the British fleet on the larboard 
tack, went about and stood away to the westward, leaving 
the Ca Ira and Censeur to their fate. These two ships had 
to be towed out of the action, but they were at length forced 
to strike, having sustained a loss of 400 men. Nelson sent 
a boat to take possession, and the officer having hoisted 
British colours, brought their captains on board the Aga'inemr 
non as prisoners. 

The total loss of the British fleet in killed was 74, and in 
wounded 284. 

Nelson in vain sought to induce Hotham to pursue the 
enemy. The admiral replied to the fiery captain of the Aga- 
memnony “We must be contented, we have done very well ; ” 
an answer upon which Nelson observed in a letter to his 
wife : “Now had he taken 10 sail, and allowed the 11th to 
escape when it had been possible to have got at her, I could 
never have called it well done.” Before many years, the 
great sea captain had opportunities of putting in practice 
his views of the duty of a British admiral, of which he 
never failed to avail himself. 

Taking in tow the dismasted ships and prizes, the fleet 
bore away for Spezzia. The Illustrious^ the most injured of 
our ships, having anchored in Valence Bay, went ashore 
and was lost. Four months later, Hotham displayed even 
greater remissness in not bringing the enemy to action, when 
a little more energy would have inflicted upon them severe 
loss. On the 7th July, the Agaimmnon nearly fell into the 
enemy’s hands, and it was only by the display of the most 
biilliaut seamanship that Commodore Nelson succeeded in 
working back to San Fiorenzo, where he had left the admiral. 
On receiving intelligence of the proximity of the French 
fleet, Hotham weighed at 9 p.m. of the same day with 23 
ships of the line, and making all sail to the westward after 
the enemy, discovered 17 sail off the Hyeres Islands, stand- 
ing to the northward. The admiral delayed unaccountably 
in chasing the enemy, and when at 8 a.m. he made the 
signal, the French fleet was a long way ahead. Soon after 
noon, the Yictoryy gallantly supported by the Gwriherlmd 
and CuUodeny opened fire on the Alddsy 74, which was cap- 
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tnrcd at 2 p.m., and just as the Cumherhmdy Oa/ptain^ and 
other ships were closing with the French rear ships, the 
admiral recalled them, and the enemy, unmolested, pro- 
ceeded on to Fr6jus Bay. The Victory, Gtdloden, and Cum- 
herland were the only ships disabled, but the total loss was 
only 11 killed, including two midshipmen, and twenty-seven 
wounded, including five officers, one of them being also a mid- 
shipman, a class of officers that seemed always to suffer more 
than any other, a circumstance probably due to their being 
more numerous. The Alcide, subsequently to her capture, 
caught fire, and was destroyed. 

Admiral Hotham displayed want of energy in not con- 
tinuing the chase and inflicting greater loss on the enemy ; 
and this remissness was again manifested in September, 
when he delayed 13 days in sending a squadron to inter- 
cept a reinforcement of six ships of the line and three 
frigates despatched from Toulon to Brest, to the fleet of M. 
Villaret Joyeuse, by which neglect Rear-Admiral Richery, 
who fell in Vith a convoy of 30 merchantmen under the pro- 
tection of the prize, Cemmr, the Bedford, and Fortitude, 
seventy-fours, and one frigate, captured the Censeur after an 
obstinate engagement, and also the whole of the convoy. In 
the autumn. Admiral Hotham returned to England, and 
was succeeded at the end of the year by Sir John Jervis, 
Sir Hyde Parker holding temporary command. 

Meanwhile, Nelson was sent to Genoa with a small and 
wholly inadequate squadron to assist General de Vins, and 
performed good service in cutting out French vessels, further- 
ing the despatch of supplies to the Austrian army, and in 
various other ways. Not less important were the events 
that took place in the Channel and neighboring waters this 
year. 

On the 30th May, the following ships sailed from Spit- 
head for a cruize off Ushant ; — 


Guns. 

100 Eoyal Sovereign 

fMars 

N Triumph 

j Brunswick ... 
\Bellerophon ... 

38 Phaeton 

82 Pallas 


Yioe- Admiral Hon. W. Cornwallis (Bine). 
Captain John Whitby. 

„ Sir Charles Cotton. 

„ Sir Erasmus Gower. 

„ Lord Charles Fitzgerald. 

„ Lord Cranstoun. 

„ Hon. Robert Stqpford. 

„ Hon. Henry Curzon. 
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and the gun-brig Kingfislher. On the 8th June, Admiral 
Cornwallis fell in with a squadron of six sail, under llear- 
Adiniral Vcncc, with a convoy bound to Brest. The enemy 
was chased into Belleisle, and the British squadron secured 
eight small vessels. M. Villarct Joyeuse, who was still at 
Brest, hearing that Admiral Vence was blockaded at Belle- 
isle, sailed at once with nine sail of the line, and, on the 15th 
June, effected a junction with the French squiidron off Groix, 
when the combined fleet 2 >ut to sea in search of the admiral, 
and came in sight of the British squadron; but Corn- 
wallis did not feel himself justified, with his five ships of the 
line and two frigates, in accepting battle with a powerful 
fleet consisting of one ship of 120 guns, 11 of 74 guns, and 
11 frigates. At 2 in the afternoon, the French fleet 
separated, one division continuing on the same tack, the 
starboard, as the British, while the other stood to the north- 
ward on the larboard tack. A few hours hiter, a shift of 
wind enabled the latter division to weather the British on 
the starboard tack, and the other to lie up for them also on 
the same tack. Dining the night they gained on Admiral 
Cornwallis, and on the morning of the 17tli were discovered 
in three divisions, the weather division being nearly abreast 
and to windward of the British squadron, the centre on the 
weather quarter, and the lee division right astern. At 7, 
our ships were ordered to clear for action ; and at 9, the 
van ship of the French weather division commenced firing 
on the Mars, assisted by the frigate Vmjinie, Presently 
others of our ships also came under fire, which they returned 
from their stern and quarter guns with such vigour that the 
Zel^ was so much damaged that she had to drop astern, and 
discontinue the action. Meanwhile the Mars was much 
cut up, and observing that she was falling to leeward, and 
must inevitably be captured. Admiral Cornwallis, with con- 
spicuous gallantry, at 5*30 o’clock, wore out of the line to her 
support. The crew of the British 74 cheered the Iloycd 
Sovereign as she approached to their assistance, while the 
leading French ships, though in great force, not caring to 
encounter the powerful three-decker, actually wore and left 
the Ma/rs unmolested. The only other ship injured was the 
Triumph, but she sustained no loss of life, while the Mars 
had only 12 men wounded. The conduct of Admiral Corn- 
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wallis was most noble, and the devotion which, rather than 
permit one English ship to be captured, risked the lives of 
himself and his crew, was above all praise. 

The French fleet thus beaten off by Admiral Cornwallis, 
being unable to reach Brest, anchored off Belleisle, and 
having again proceeded to sea, came in sight of the Channel 
fleet on the 22nd June, which had sailed from Spithead the 
same day that M. Villaret Joyeuse had quitted Brest. The 
Channel fleet was commanded by Lord Bridport, better 
known to our readers as Sir Alexander Hood, the third in 
command in Howe’s great victory of the 1st June, and 
brother to Sir Samuel Hood, raised to the peerage as Lord 
Hood, a gallant officer who was Bodney’s second in com- 
mand in his victory over Count de Grasse in 1782. 

The following were the ships in Lord Bridport’s fleet 


80 


74 


€4 


1 SSS 

Queen Charlotte „ Sir Andrew S. Douglas. 

J Vice-Admiral Sir Alan Gardner (Blue), 

j Captain William Bedford. 

f Vice-Admiral John Oolpoys (Blue). 
{ Captain Edward Griffith. 

Prince „ Powell Hamilton. 

Barficur „ James B. Dacres. 

Prince George ... „ William Edge. 

{isi'ss.tc.dr’"" 

'Valiant „ Christopher Parker. 

Robust* „ Edward Thornborough. 

Orion „ Sir James Saumarez. 

Thunderer* ,, Albemarle Bertie. 

Irresistible „ Bichard Grindall. 

Russel „ Thomas Larcom. 

Colossus ,, John Monkton. 

'Standard „ Joseph Ellison. 

Five frigates, and some smaller vessels. 


* The ships marked with an asterisk were part of Sir John 
Warren’s squadron, which had been sent to aid an expeditionary force 
of French emigrants sent to Quiberon Bay ; but being too far to lee- 
ward, were unable to obey Lord Bridport’ s orders to rejoin, and thus 
did not participate in the action. 
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The French fleet, as in the preceding week, consisted of 
only 12 sail of the line and 11 frigates. Changt^s of wind 
kept the two fleets apart for two days after they first sighted 
each other on the 19th; at 6*45 on the morning of the 22nd 
June, Lord Bridport, finding that the French admiral had 
no intention of accepting battle, made the signal for a 
general chase, but little ground was gained, and at night it 
fell calm. At daybreak on the following day, the h’rench 
fleet was seen in a cluster ahead about three miles, and a light 
breeze springing up, the British fleet drew nearer, and at 
6 a.m. the Irresistible engaged L* Alexandre (late the British 
Alexander), The Orwn and Queen Clmrlotte passed the 
Irresistible^ the Queen Charhtte closely engaging the For- 
midabUy Captain Charles Linois. After a giillant resistance, 
in which the French ship caught fire, and lost her mizen- 
mast. Captain Linois struck his colours. The Queen Char- 
lotte was by this time almost as much disabled as her prize, 
and having dropped astern, fired a broadside into the Aleoo 
andrCy compelling her also to surrender. The Tigre was 
pursued and brought to action by the Idans Fareily and the 
London and Queen ranging up and opening fire on her, she 
was obliged to submit to superior force, and struck her 
colours. Thus, before 8 in the morning, three of the enemy’s 
ships had been captured. The Royal George passed the 
Queen Charlottey as she lay rei)airing damages, and after 
receiving the fire of the Feuple^ a huge three-decker, bore 
up, and fired a broadside into her. By this time, however, 
the fleet had got so close in with the land that Lord Brid- 
port considered it prudent to dLscontinue the chase. The 
French admiral kept his wind, and anchored within the 
Isle of Groix in safety. The Queen Clubrhtte^ Sans Fareily 
and Irresistible were the only ships which suffered materiall^^" 
aloft. The total loss of the fleet was only 31 kilhrd and 
113 wounded, distributed as follows : — Irresistible, three 
men killed and 11 woimded, including the captain and 
master ; Queen Charlottey four killed and 32 wounded ; 
Sam Fareily eight men and three officers killed, and two 
midshipmen wounded ; Colossus, five killed and 30 wounded ; 
Rmsely three killed and 10 wounded ; Orion, six killed and 
18 v^ounded ; London, three wounded ; and Royal George, 
seven wounded. The French loss was considerable ; oa 
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board the three ships captured, the Tigre had 130 men 
killed and wounded ; the Alexandre^ 200 ; and the Jbr- 
midahU moi;e than 300. 

Attempts were made to cast discredit on Lord Bridport’s 
conduct in not following up his victory, and the opinion of 
a French admiral to the effect that he had it in his power 
to destroy every ship in the hostile fleet, was adduced as a 
proof of this negligence ; but the character of the com- 
mander-in-chief of tlie Channel fleet stood too high in pro- 
fessional and general esteem to suffer from the censures of 
his detractors, and Parliament showed its sense of his 
meritorious conduct by awarding their thanks to him and 
the other admirals. The three captured ships were received 
into the navy, the name of the F<yrmidMe being changed to 
Belleide. 

As for the expeditionary force of 2,500 emigres landed 
by Sir J. Warren, it having suflercd defeat at the hands of 
Hoche — the youthful general of the Republic, who during 
his short career displayed military genius of the highest 
order — the British oflicor rc-embarked the remnant that fled 
to the shore. 

In order to strike a blow against Holland, the British 
Government despatched a squadron of three 74-gun ships, 
two 64s, and two sloops of 16 guns, to the Cape of Good 
Hope, under the command of Vice-Admiral Sir George 
Keith Elphinstone, K.B,, having also on board a small 
military force of 500 men under Major-General Craig. The 
expedition arrived at the Cape in August, and took posses- 
sion of Simon’s Town, but the Dutch militia occupied the 
heights behind, and showed a bold front. The admiral 
landed 350 marines and 1,000 sailors to co-operate with the 
handful of troops, and, arming the launches of the fleet with 
boat guns, sent them on shore. The two 64s, and the sloops 
also stood in as near to the land as the depth of water would 
allow, and so heavy was the fire they kept up, that tho 
Dutch force was driven away before the arrival of tho 
general. Further successful fighting took place, in 
which the sailors bad the chief part, and by their conduct 
elicited from General Craig the warmest praise, and an 
opinion that they manoeuvred with the steadiness and pre- 
cision of veteran soldiers. The enemy were, however. 
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superior in numbers, until a re-inforcenient of troops arrived 
from India under General Alured Clarke, when the brave 
Dutch Governor- General, Shuyshen, seeing that it was vain 
to protract the struggle, capitulated, with 1,000 regular 
soldiers, the militia having previously dispersed. With the 
exception of a short interval, the settlement has remained 
in British occupation ever since. 

The reduction of Ceylon being resolved upon, Bear- 
Admiral Bainier sailed from Madras in the Suffolk^ 74, with 
the Centumon, 50, Diomedey 44, and several transports 
carrying a small body of troops, under Col onelJames Stuart. 
The strong town of Trincomalee, which was protected by a 
fort mounting 100 guns, surrendered after a brief resistance ; 
and the other strongholds following the example of this 
important naval station, the eastern side of the island of 
Ceylon fell to the British arms, with the loss of only 16 
killed and 60 wounded, and of the Diomedey which struck 
on a rock and went down. In the following month 
Malacca cai)itulated to a force under command of Captain 
Newcome, of the Orjiheus frigate, and before the end of the 
year, Chinsurah, Cochin, and other Dutch settlements in 
Asia, surrendered almost without resistance. 

We were less successful in the West Indies, for though 
the French were defeated at Dominica, and were only par- 
tially successful at Grenada and St. Vincent, they compelled 
our troops entirely to abandon Sainte Lucie. But on the 
other hand, in actions between single ships, the British 
navy more than maintained its renown. A striking instance 
of this dashing gallantry was the action between the Blanchey 
commanded by Captain Faulknor, and the Pique, fought on 
the 5 til January, off Pointe k Pitre, Guadaloupe. About 
midnight of the 4th Captain Faulknor, having succeeded in 
inducing the commander of the Pique to accept his challenge, 
and proceed out to sea for a fair light, was near enough 
to open fire upon his antagonist. At 1 a.m., when within 
musket-shot of the BUmdids starboard quarter, the Pique 
wore to cross her opponents bow. To defeat this manoeuvre, 
Captain Faulknor bore up, and both frigates became closely 
engaged, running before the wind. The action that ensued 
was one of the most hardly contested on record. The Bri- 
tish frigate carried 32 guns, with an additional arma- 
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ment of six heavy carronades, and the Pique had exactly 
the same number of guns, but they were of heavier calibre, 
while she had the further advantage of a larger crew. 

The two frigates continued the action thus running side 
by side, until at 2*30, the Blanche, having shot ahead, luffed 
across the PiquJa bows in order to rake her, but her main 
and mizen masts going over the side as she came to the 
wind, the Pique ran foul of her on the starboard qua.rter, 
and made several attempts to board. The enemy were, how- 
ever, repulsed by the gallant Faulknor, who, at the head of 
his men, sword in hand, drove them back with heavy loss, 
while such of his guns as could bear, swept with a heavy 
fire the decks of the French ship. At about 3 a.m.. Cap- 
tain Faulknor met his death ; for as, assisted by his second 
lieutenant, Milne, and some of his men, he was lashing the 
Pique's bowsprit to tlie capstan of his ship with the intention 
of boarding in turn, a musket-ball pierced his heart, and he 
died instantly. The lashings of the bowsprit having parted, 
the two ships soon separated, but the Blanche, not having 
any after sail, paid her head off, and again fell on board the 
Pique, The bowsiuit of the latter was now lashed to the 
stump of the BlancJm's mainmast, and in this manner the 
two ships, running before ihe wind, ke]>t u}) the desperate 
conflict. The musketry fire on both sides was very heavy, 
particularly that from the Frenchman's tops. The Blanche's 
crew could only bring the two quarter-deck six-pounders 
to bear upon the enemy, as the ship had no stern-poi*ts on 
the main deck. After vainly endeavouring to cut ports, the 
two aftermost guns were fired through the stern frame, and 
from the openings thus made, so destructive a fire was 
opened from two 12-pounders, that the Piques mainmast 
fell over the side, her fore and mizen-mast having already I een 
shot away. At length, at a quarter-past five, the guns of 
the French frigate being silenced, or unable to return a shot, 
some of her crew ran out to the end of her bowsprit and 
called out for quarter. 

The Blanche commenced the action with 198 men, and 
lost, besides her captain, one midshipman and six men 
killed, and one midsliipman and 18 men wounded. The 
loss sustained by the Pique was almost unexampled for its 
severity. Out of a crew of 276 men, all told, she lost, 
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besides her captain, 75 men killed and 105 wounded. The 
death of Captain Faulknor maiTed this brilliant victory, for 
he was as promising an officer as the navy possessed, and 
during his short career, he had exhibited courage and profes- 
sional talent of the highest order. Finst-Lieutenant Watkins, 
his successor, and Second-Lieutenant Milne, both received 
promotion, and the Piqm was added to the British navy. 

Scarcely less glorious was the capture of the Gloire^ 36, 
by the Astreea^ 32, Captain Lord Henry Paulet, after an 
engagement that lasted 58 minutes. On the 24th June, a 
brilliant action was fought off Minorca, between two British 
frigates, the Didoy 28, Captain Towry, and Loioestoft, 32, 
Captain Middleton, and the French frigates, Minerve, 40, 
and Artemise^ 36. The Minerve^ after firing a broadside, 
put her helm aweather, and squared her yards, with the in- 
tention of sinking the little Dido. The shock of the collision 
was so gi*eat that it threw the British frigate athwart the 
Minervds hawse, the bowsprit carrying away her mizenmast. 
When the British colours went overboard, one of the Dido's 
quartermasters nailed the Union Jack to the stump of the 
mizen-mast, and soon, the Lowestoft ranging up to her assist- 
ance, the Minerve surrendered. The Dido lost one officer 
and five men killed, and 15 men wounded, and the French 
frigate is said to have had only 20 men hors de combat^ 
though the loss of her bowsprit and mizen-mast rendered 
her almost unmanageable. 

The year 1796 is not remarkable for any great naval 
battle. The Dutch settlement at Colombo, in the island of 
Ceylon, was captured by a squadron under command of 
Captain Alan Gardner, with troops under Colonel Stuart, 
and Amboyna and Banda also surrendered to an expedi- 
tion under Bear- Admiral Sir Peter Bainier. Still greater 
was the success achieved by Sir George Elphinstone, the 
admiral commanding on the Cape of Good Hope station, 
who on the 17th August captured, in Saldanha Bay, a 
Dutch squadron of nine sail. 

A powerful fleet, under command of Keppera old antago- 
nist, M. Morard de Galles, consisting of 17 ships-ofithe* 
* line, with 13 frigates and transports, having 17,500 troojps 
•commanded by the famous republican general Hoche, having 
with him Humbert and Grouchy, was despatched to Ireland 
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to assist in wresting the country from British rule ; but the 
expedition only sailed in December, and then encountered 
such heavy weather that though the greater portion of it 
reached Baiitry Bay, before any attempts could be made to 
disembark the troops the fleet was driven out to sea, and 
ultimately returned to Brest, without having accomplished 
anything. 

In the Mediterranean, Rear-Admiral Bnieys now had 
command of the Toulon fleet, consisting of 16 sail-of-the- 
line, but he feared to venture out to measure his strength 
with Sir John Jervis, the British commander-in-chicf. The 
little that was done in the Mediterranean during 1796, was 
effected by Nelson, in whom Jervis, like his predecessors, 
Hood and Hotham, reposed unlimited confidence. On the 
coast of the republic of Genoa he performed good service in 
assisting General Beaulieu, who commanded the combined 
Austrian and Sardinian forces, then feebly attempting to 
oppose the triumphant advance of General Buonaparte, who 
in this year carried all before him in that wonderful Italian 
campaign, which is, perhaps, the most conspicuous instance of 
his genius for war. After the evacuation of Leghorn, Nelson 
took possession of Elba, and the small island of Caprera, 
since rendered famous as the favourite abode of Garibddi, 

In August, Spain joined the coalition against us, and as our 
Government h^ always resolved in such an eventuality to 
abandon Corsica, the difficult and delicate task was entrusted 
to Nelson, who effected the removal of all the troops and 
stores. The day after he sailed. Admiral Langara arrived 
with 26 sail-of-the-line and ten frigates, with which he pro- 
ceeded to Toulon, and eflected a junction with Admiral 
Bruoys. 

Commodore Nelson, having shifted his broad pennant to 
the MinervCy 38, Captain Cockburn (the frigate recently 
captured by the Dido), was approaching Carthagena, in 
company with the Blanche, 32, Captain Preston, when he 
fell in with the Spanish frigates Salnna and Ceres. Nelson 
attacked the former, and after a severe action, which lasted 
two hours and fifty minutes, captured his antagonist, which 
he discovered to be commanded by Don Jacopo Stuart, a 
descendant of that Duke of Berwick, natural son of James 
H., who inflicted on Lord Galway and a British army the 
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defeat of Almanza. With characteristic magnanimity, 
Nelson restored to the Spanish captain his sword and liberty. 
The Sabina had her mizen-mast shot away, and lost 10 men 
killed and 45 wounded ; the Minerve had one midshipman 
and six men killed, and two officers and 32 wounded. The 
Blanche also forced the Ceres to haul her colours down, but 
was unable to take jjossession, owing to the arrival upon the 
scene of two Spanish frigates \ one of these, the Matilda^ was 
engaged by Nelson, who having put a prize crew of 40 men 
on board the Sahvna, cast her off. The commodore w^ould 
have caj)turcd the Matilda also, but that a three-decker 
and two frigates hove in sight, and compelled him to seek 
safety in flight. Tlie prize-crew of the Sabina made a 
gallant fight, but, on the fall of her only remaining mast, 
stniok her coloui-s. 

In America we recovered the West India Islands of 
Sainte Lucie, Grenada., and St. Vincent, and reduced the 
Dutch settlements of Demcrsrra, Essequibo, and Berbice. 
During the year our frigates were no less successful than the 
previous year in their duels with the enemy^s ships. In 
March, Sir Sydney Smith, with the Diamond^ 38, a 14-gun 
brig, and a lugger, cut out from under some batteries a 16- 
gun corvette, and eight smaller vessels, which lay in the 
port of Herqui, on the nortliern coast of France; but the 
gallant officer was not so successful in a subsequent affair in 
which he and a midsliipman were captured and thrown into 
the Temple prison in Paris. Here Sir Sydney was kept a 
close prisoner for two years, at times being threatened 
even with death, but at last he effected his escape, and 
lived to foil, at Acre, the conqueror of Areola. The cap- 
ture of the Tamise, 36 (late the British 32-gun frigate 
Thames\ by the Santa Margarita, 36, Captain Byam Martin, 
and of the Tribune, 36, by the Uniem'n, 32, Captain T. 
Williams, were not effected without considerable loss, and 
were hard-fought actions, as were also the engagements be- 
tween the Terpsichore, 32, Captain K. Bowen, a most gallant 
officer, and the Spanish frigate, Mahonesa, 34 (which lost 
60 men) ; the same British frigate subsequently capturing, 
after a spirited action, the Vestade, 36, which lost her captain, 
two officeiR, and 27 men killed and 37 wounded; between 
the Dryad, 36, Captain Lord Amelius Beauclerk, and a ship 
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of the same force, the Proserpine^ which lost 30 killed and 
45 wounded ; and between the Glattony 50, Captain H. Trol- 
lope, who had the audacity to engage four French fidgates 
and two corvettes, and beat them off, an achievement for 
which Captain Trollope was knighted. An action also oc- 
curred in the East Indies on the 9th September, between 
two British seventy-fours and six French frigates, in which 
our loss was one midshipman and 23 men killed, and two 
officers and 82 men wounded ; the frigates, which made off, 
losing 42 killed and 104 wounded. 


P 
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CHAPTER Xn. 

1797. 

The lose of the Droits de V Homme — The Victory gained by Sir John 
Jervis over the Spanish fleet off St. Vincent, on the 14th February, 
1797 — The Mutinies at Spithead, the Nore, and elsewhere — -^he 
Bombardment of Cadiz, 3rd to 5th July — Nelson’s brilliant courage 
in a boat action — The attack on Santa Cruz in Teneriffo, 25th July. 

The year 1797 is rendered memorable by one of the most 
glorious victories ever achieved by our fleets. In this year 
the British Navy contended successfully against the com- 
bined sea forces of France, Holland, Jind Spain ; and yet, as 
we detail the history of the events of 1797, we shall find that 
the very seamen whose achievements added so greatly to Eng- 
land’s glory were before the close of the year the means of 
bringing the country to the very verge of ruin. Before nar- 
rating the stirring incidents of the two great battles of St. 
Vincent, we should, in strict chronological sequence, refer to 
the disaster which befel a French 74-gun ship, one of the 
squadron despatched in the previous year, for the invasion 
of Ireland. This was the Droifo de rflorriTne, Commodore 
La Crosse, which, after being buffeted about in the heavy 
weather that scattered the fleet, arrived off Ushant on the 
9th January, when she sighted the Indefatigable, 44, Captain 
Sir Edward Pellew, and Amazon, 36, Captain Reynolds. 

The Indefatigable first closed with the 74, and endea- 
voured to shoot ahead and rake her, a manoeuvre which 
the French ship succeeded in fiTistrating, by luffing up and 
attempting to board. At 6.45 the Amazon, having arrived 
up, took part in the action. Passing ahead, the frigates 
placed themselves on^ on each bow of the Droits de V Homme, 
laking her with great effect, which the 74, having already 
lost her fore and main topmasts, and being unable owing ta 
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the seaway to work her lower-deck guns, could only feebly 
return. At 10.30 the mizenmast of the French ship went 
over the side, on which the frigates, whose crews fought 
their guns with the water up to their knees on the main 
deck, taking positions on either quarter of their opponent, 
continued the action until 4.30, when breakers being sighted 
on the lee bow, the Indefatigahle wore to the southward. 
The unfoi*tunate Droits de Vllomrtie was unmanageable and 
went ashore, while the Indefatigable, having succeeded with 
the utmost difficulty, and by display of seanianlike qualities 
of the highest order on the part of her captain. Sir Edward 
Pellew, in weathering the Penmarks, was unable to render 
her any assistance. Out of 1,300 men she lost 100 
killed and 150 wounded in action, and the remainder of 
her crew, except about 200, miserably perished in endea- 
vouring to reach the land. The A mazon also went ashore, 
but the crew wore landed and made prisoners. The loss of 
the two frigates was only 3 killed and 34 wounded. 

Sir John Jervis sailed from the Tagus in command 
of the Mediterranean fleet on the 18th January, and 
having been reinforced on the Gth February by Admiral 
Parker with five ships of the Channel fleet, was proceeding 
under easy sail down the Portuguese coast, when on the 13th 
February, the Minerve, Captain George Cockburn; flying the 
broad pennant of Commodore Nelson, and having on board 
the cx-govemor of Corsica, Sir Gilbert Elliott, joined the 
fleet with the intelligence that two days before the Minerve 
had been chased by the Spanish fleet. At this time Sir 
John Jervis had under his command the following 
ships : — 


Guns. 


100 


98 


f Admiral Sir John Jervia, K.B. (Blue). 

Victory j Captain Bobert Calder. 

(. „ George Gregg. 

®“’- 

C Vice-Admiral Hon. W. Waldegrave (Blue). 
* t Captain J. Bichard Dacres. 

C Bear- Admiral William Parker (Bed). 

' ( Captain John Irwin. 


Barjleur 

Prince George 

Blenheim 

Namur 


Thomas L. Frederiok. 
James H. Whitshed. 
p 2 
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Ouni. 


74 


Cctptadn,, 


Qoliath 

Excellent ... 

Orion 

ColossiLS .. 
Egmont .. 
Culloden .. 
[j^rresistihle 
64 Diadem 


^ Lively 

I < Niger 

C Southampton 


Commodore Horatio Nelson*. 
Captain Balph N. Miller. 

„ Sir C. H. Knowles, Bart. 
,, Cnthbert Colliogwood. 

„ Sir James Sanmarez. 

George Murray. 

,, John Sutton. 

„ Thomas Troubridge. 

„ George Martin. 

„ George H. Towry. 
Frigates. 

Captain Lord Garlies. 

„ Edward J. Foote. 

,, James Maonamara. 


Also two 18-gun sloops and a cutter. 

The exact strength of the Spanish fleet was not ascer- 
tained, but it was known to exceed 20 sail-of-the-liiic, while 
of Jervis’s 15 line-of-battle ships, two, the Cohasus and Cullo- 
den, had come into collision and sustained considerable 
damage ; indeed, few officers except the gallant captain of 
the Gvlloden would have refrained from going into port to 
repair damages. More than once during the night of the 
13th, the signal guns of the Spanish fleet were clearly 
audible, and at 2.30 a Portuguese frigate, commanded by a 
Captain Campbell, reported them about five leagues to wind- 
ward. Pour hours later the following fleet, under the orders 
of Admiral Don Josef de Cordova, hove in sight. 


Gone. 1 

Guns. 

130 

Santissima Trinidad (Flag). 


Qlorioso. 


'‘Conception. 


Orients. 


Cond^ de Begla. 


Relayo. 

112 < 

Mexicemo, 


San Antonio, 

Principe de A sturiaa. 


San Domingo. 


Salvador del Mundo, 


Sam, Francisco de Paula. 


^San Josef, 

74- 

San Qenaro. 

80| 

‘ Neptuno. 


San Ildefenso. 

. San Nicolas, 


San Juan Nepomuccno. 

i 

^Atalante, 


Sam, Pablo. 

74^ 

) Bahama. 


San Ysidro, 

) Conquistador. 


Soberamx). 

i 



JTerrihle. 


Also twelve frigates and one brig. 


* Nelson shifted his flag from the Minerve to the Captain, in order 
thatpe might fight in the line of battle. 
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It was indeed a formidable enemy that the British fleet 
wjus advancing to attack, but there was no hesitation, or 
doubt as to the result, among the hearts of oak that manned 
our ships ; they could not be otherwise than confident with 
such captains among them as Nelson, Troubridge, Saumarez, 
Towry, Calder, and Collmgwood. 

Much, very much, of the success of the British Navy 
during the Revolutionary War, was due to the vigilance and 
professional ability of Sir John Jervis. The officers had 
been trained under his own eye, and the crews were in a 
remarkably efficient condition, for the brave old sailor loved 
discipline, order, cleanliness, and, above all, good gunnery. 
On this point. Nelson says, “ I have never seen any fleet 
that could compare with those ships that served in the 
Mediterranean. In comparison with the officers brought 
uj) in that school, all others betray a want of resources that 
surprises me.” Sir John Jervis was the greatest naval re- 
former of his day, and it should never be forgotten that it 
was under his supervision that were trained the officei*s and 
men whom Nelson led to victory. On the paramount 
importance of good gunner}^ a falling off in which, more 
than anything else, led to our disasters in the war with the 
United States in 1812, he would say to his captains, 
*‘It is of the greatest impoi-tance that our crews should 
be perfect in the use of their guns ; I therefore wish that 
every day, whether in harbour or at sea, a general or 
partial exercise should take place on board every ship in 
the squadron.” 

Jervis, whose impatience had been extreme lest the enemy 
should escape him, rose at daybreak. He then summoned 
his officers on board the Victory to receive his final instruc- 
tions, when he said to them, ‘‘I wish we were at this 
moment well up with the Spaniards. A victory is all 
important to England, and we could never be better pre- 
pared to meet the enemy than now.” 

At early dawn, as the strength of the Spanish fleet be- 
came gradually apparent, Captain Calder successively re- 
poi*tcd their numbers. ** Ten sail-of-the-line. Sir John.” 
“ Very well, sir.” “15 sail-of-the-line, Sir John.” “ Very well, 
sir.” “ 20 sail-of-the-line. Sir John.” “ Very well, sir.” “ 27 
sail-of-the-line, Sir John; against such a force is it advisable 
to 
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“ Enough, sir, enough,” broke in the stem old admiral, 
‘‘ were there 50 sail-of-the-line, sir, I*d go through them all.” 

There breathed the true spirit that has made old England 
invincible on the sea ; and so thought Captain Hallowell, a 
passenger on board the Victory^ who, forgetting the require- 
ments of naval etiquette, in his delight actually clapped the 
redoubtable admiral and rigid disciplinarian on tlie shoulder, 
exclaiming, “That’s right. Sir John! and, by Heavens, 
we’ll give them a thorough good licking.” 

The morning was hazy with a light breeze, but just before 
1 1 the fog clearing away, discovered to the British admiral 
the Spanish fleet in two divisions, the weather one endea- 
vouring to eflcct a junction with the six ships to leeward 
on the larboard tack. Jervis determined, if possible, to cut 
off these six ships, and formed his line close-hauled on the 
starboard tack. The Spanish admiral, finding that if he 
persevered in his intention of joining his lee division, he 
must attack the British fleet, which was approaching in a 
’ well-formed and compact line, abandoned the design, and 
wore round on the larboard tack, with the wind one point 
abaft the beam, only two of his 3-deckers and one 74-guii 
ship having joined the lee division. 

Half an hour before noon the British fleet hoisted their 
colours, and the signal to engage having been made, tho 
Culloden, the leading ship, commenced the battle by opening 
fire upon the weather divLsion, as did also the next in suc- 
cession, the Blenheim^ receiving in return the fire of the 
Spanish ships. A little after noon, the CuUaden, having 
passed the rearmost ship, tacked, fis did in succession the 
ships following in her wake. The Spanish Ice division 
having by this time neared the British line, opened fire 
upon it, and caused such damage to the Colossus, that she 
was unable to tack, like her predecessoi’s in the line, and 
had to wear; being thus thrown to leeward of her line, 
she was attacked by the leading Spanish 3-deckcr, and 
would have fared badly liad not the OHon backed her main 
topsail, and come to her assistance, when she was taken in 
tow by the Miruarve. 

Troubridge led in his usual dashing and seamanlike stylo, 
and it is related of the admiral that as he watched the skill 
with Avhich he manoeuvred, he cried, “ Look, look at Trou- 
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bridge ! Does he not manoeuvre as if all England was 
looking at him ? Would to God all England were present 
to appreciate as I do the gallant captain of the Culhden F 
At about 12*30, the leading ship of the lee division, sup- 
j)Osed to be the Principe de Asturias bearing the flag of Vice- 
Admiral Moreno, attempted to cut the British line ahead 
of the Victory^ which was nearly the centre ship ; Sir John 
Jeivis, however, divined his intention, and poured so tre- 
mendous a fire into the Spanish ship that she tacked and 
gave up the attempt. The commander-in-chiers flagship 
then backed her mizcn-topsail, and opened a raking fire 
upon the remaining ships of this division, which proved so 
destructive, that, with the exception of one ship, which suc- 
ceeded in joining the weather division, the entire squadron 
wore round and boro up. At a quarter to one the Victory 
tacked, in order to follow up the main body of the Spanish 
fleet, and a few minutes later Admiral de Cordova bore up to 
join the ships to leeward. At this moment Commodore 
Kelson, whoso ship was in the rear of the line, and had not yet 
fired a shot, divined, with the intuition of genius, the full 
scope of the Spanish admirafs design, and disregarding the 
order still fiying on the flagship, that the ships were to tack in 
succession, suddenly ordered Captain Miller to wear ship : 
this was done, and the Captain^ passing between the Diadem 
and Excellent^ the two rearmost ships, threw herself in the 
path of the huge Spanish 4-dccker. The Santissima Trini- 
dad thus thwarted, again hauled up on the larboard tack, 
but the Captain overtook, and gallantly engaged her until, 
being relieved by Troubridge in the CuHoden, ho pushed on 
into the middle of the enemy in search of a fresh antagonist. 
Soon the Blenheim and other ships arrived to take part in 
the battle, and the action became general. Two of the 
Spanish ships, the Ban YsidrOy 74, and the Salvador del 
Mundo, 112 , being in a disabled state, dropped astern, when 
Collingwood in the Excellent poured so tremendous a fire 
into them that the San Ysidro surrendered, and the Salvador y 
which he Iclt to be dealt with by the ships coming up, also 
soon after struck to the Oriem : these two ships were then 
towed out of the action by the Diadem and Lively, 

Meantime Collingwood passed on to the support of Kel- 
son, who, according to his wont, had plunged into the 
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thickest of the fight. Indeed, the Captain was in great need 
of help, for the ship was little better than a wreck. “ She 
had lost,” wrote Nelson, " her foretopmast ; she had not a 
sail, shroud, or rope left her which was not sliot away ; and 
she was incapable of further service in the line or in chase.” 
The Captain was still hotly engaged with the San Nicolas^ 
80, when the ExcelhrUy passing between the British 74 and 
her opponent, allowed the harassed crew time to . replenish 
the shot-lockers, and as she forged slowly ahead to within 
pistol-shot range, gave the enemy the benefit of a full broad- 
side ; then leaving her to be dealt with by the Captain^ Col- 
lingwood made sail ahead in search of a fresh candidate for 
his favours. As for the fiery commodore of the Captain, be- 
sides having been the first to attack the Santissima Trinidad, 
he had, as we have seen, been closely engaged with the San 
Nicolai ; this ship, in luffing up to avoid the Excellent's fire, 
ran foul of the San Josef, which had lost her mizenmast 
in her engagement with the Prince George. No sooner 
had the Excellent passed, than the Captain recommenced 
firing, but her foretopmast having gone over the side, and 
the ship being otherwise in a crippled state, it soon became 
evident that she must drop out of the action. 

But Nelson determined to have something to show as a 
trophy of the prowess of his seamen, and accordingly 
resolved to toard the San Nicolas, his nearest opponent. 
Putting the Captain! s helm arstarboard, she ran foul of 
the great 80-gun shij), with her port cathead striking the 
starboard quarter, and her spritsail-yard hooking the mizen 
rigging. 

We cannot describe the incidents of the boarding of the 
San Nicolas and of the San Josef, which lay with her main 
yard locked in the fore rigging of the former, with a tithe 
of the graphic force with which Nelson depicted the scene 
in the accompanying extract from a letter : — “ The soldiers 
of the 69th (doing duty as marines), with an alacrity which 
will ever do them credit, and Lieutenant Pearson, of the 
same regiment, were almost the foremost on this service. 
The first man who jumped into the enemy’s mizen chains was 
Captiiin Berry^ late my first lieutenant (Captain Miller was 
in the very act of going also, but I directed him to remain) ; 
he was supported from our spritsail-yard, which hooked in 
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tlio TTiizen rigging. A soldier of the 69th Regiment having 
broken the upper quarter-gallery window, I jumped in 
myself, and was followed by others as fast as possiWe. I 
found the cabin-doors fastened, and some Spanish officers 
fired their pistols ; but having broken open the doors, the 
soldiers fired, and the Spanish brigadier (commodore with 
a distinguishing pennant) fell as he was retreating to the 
quarter-deck. I pushed onwards immediately for the 
quarter-deck, where I found Captain Berry in possession 
of the poop, and the Spanish ensign hauling down. I 
passed with my people and Lieutenant Pearson along the 
larboard gangway to the forecastle, where I met two or 
three Spanish officers, prisoners to my seamen ; they 
delivered their swords. A fire of pistols or muskets open- 
ing from the admiral’s stern gallery of the San Jose/, I 
directed the soldiers to fire into her stern ; and, calling 
to Captain Miller, ordered him to send more men into the 
Sem Nicolas, and directed my people to board the first-rate, 
which was done in an instant, Captain Berry assisting me 
into the main chains. At this moment a Spanish officer 
looked over the quarter-deck rail, and said they surrendered. 
From this most welcome intelligence it was not long before 
I w^as on the quarter-deck ; when the Spanish captain, with 
a bow, presented me his sword, and said the admiral was 
dying of his wounds. I asked him on his honour if the 
ship was surrendered. He declared she was, on which I 
gave him my hand, and desired him to call on his officers 
and ship’s company, and tell them of it, which he did ; and 
on the quarter-deck of a Spanish first-rate, extravagant as 
the story may seem, did I receive the swords of the van- 
quished Spaniards, which, as I received, I gave to William 
Fcarney, one of my bargemen, who put them, with tho 
greatest sanf/ /roid, under his arm. I was surrounded by 
Captain Berry, Lieutenant Pearson (of tlie 69th), John 
Sykes, John Thompson, Francis Cook — oMoXdi A gamemnons, 
— and several other brave men, sailors and soldiers. Thus 
fell these two ships.” 

Most of my readers, doubtless, are familiar with the 
painting, which has been extensively engraved, of the illus- 
trious Nelson, standing on the quarter-deck of the San 
Jose/ surrounded by a small group of his officers and men. 
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in tlie act of receiving the sword of the vanquished Spanish 
captain, while honest William Feamey, bedecked with the 
pigtail of the period, stands by with a bundle of officers’ 
swords tucked under his arm. Few more audacious achieve- 
ments are chronicled in history than this, by which an 
80-gun ship was carried by boarding by a handful of men 
out of a 74, who then, witliout a moment’s hesitation, pro- 
ceeded to board and actually carried a first-rate, having 
112 guns, and a suitable complement of men. 

Ooilingwood, after quitting the San Nicolas^ placed his 
ship alongside the Santissima Trinidad^ already engaged by 
the Orion and Irresistible, The enormous four-decker must 
also liave been captured, as her fore and mizen masts were 
gone and her guns silenced (indeed, it was stated that she 
actually did strike to the Orion and hoisted English colours), 
when, fortunately for her, the Spanish lee division coming 
up, as also four other ships, she was rescued from her 
jjerilous position. 

At 3.50 p.m. Sir John Jervis made the signal to bring- 
to in order to cover the prizes and disabled ships, and to 
form a lino in the Victory's wake, atid at 5, after some 
desultory firing, the action came to an end. 

Admiral de Cordova, notwithstanding the severe mauling 
he had sustained in the Santissima Trinidad^ aj^peared 
desirous of renewing the action. Early on the following 
day he bore down in line of battle with his 21 ships, 
but no sooner had the British admiral made a disposition 
to receive him than he hauled up again. On the 16th, 
Jervis anchored with his four prizes in Lagos Bay. Tho 
ships of the British fleet that sustained the chief damage 
were the Captain^ Blenheim^ and CuUoden^ and these three 
seventy-fours, together with the Excellent, had tho heaviest 
lists of killed and wounded, thus clearly indicating by whom 
the brunt of the action had been borne. 

The total British loss at the battle of St. Vincent, fought 
on Valentine’s day, was only 74 killed and 227 wounded ; 
of these the Captain lost 25 in the first category, and 56 in 
the latter, the CuUoden 10, and 47 respectively, the Blenheim 
12 and 49, and the Excellent 11 and 12. Among the 
wounded was Nelson, who received a contusion in the groin 
from the efiects of which he never fully recovered. 
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The enemy suffered severely. Of the prizes, the Salvador 
had 160 men killed and wounded j the San Ysidro, 93 ; the 
San Josef, 140 ; the San Nicolas, 200. The Santissima 
Trinidad also is reported to have sustained a loss of 200 
killed and wounded. On the 1st March she was nearly cap- 
tured by the Terpsiclwre, 32, which fell in with her off 
Cadiz in a dismasted state, when Captain Bowen engaged 
her for some hours. 

“ The most striking feature in this highly important vic- 
tory,” says the naval historian, Mr. James, “ is tlie boldness 
that prompted the attack. Another commander might 
have paused ere, with 15 sail of the lino, he ran into the 
midst of 27 j and then the separated ships would have closed, 
and the enemy’s line been too compact to bo attempted 
with any hope of success. But Sir John Jervis, relying 
upon the firmness of his band, and viewing with the eye of 
a practised seaman the loose and disordered state of the foe, 
resolved at once to profit by it ; he rushed on and con- 
quered. That, as usually asserted, he broke the enemy’s 
line, cannot bo said, for there was no line to be broken— 
an acknowledgment which the gallant admiral himself was 
more ready to make than any of his commentators ; for in 
one of liis letters relative to some ch i rge made against a 
Spanish rear-admiral engaged in the fleet, Sir J ohn says, ‘ I 
am ignorant in what part of the Spanish line, if it can be 
called one, Morales served.’ Sir John, in fact, chose the 
proper moment for advancing : he had a leader who knew 
not what it was to flinch or hang back ; and he had all 
about him emulous to follow the example set them by 
Captain Troubridge. 

“ On the other hand, the very front put on by the Britisli 
was enough to sink the hearts of the Spaniards ; for it is 
one of the characteristics of true valour to daunt by its 
intrepidity, and to begin to subdue, ere it begins to combat. 
If the Spaniards were in confusion at the commencement, 
they were still more so during the progress of the action. 
Their sliips were so huddled together, that if a shot did not 
strike one it was almost certain to strike another, and 
many of the ships were unable to fire at all without firing, 
which they generally did, into their comrades. All this 
disorder infused additional confidence into the British, and 
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they rattled through the business more as if it were a game 
of harmless sport than one in which the hazard thrown was 
for life or death.” 

The greatest exultation prevailed at homo on receipt of 
the news of the victory. Sir John Jervis was raised to the 
peerage as Baron Jervis of Meaford and Earl St. Vincent, 
after the promontory off which he achieved his victory, with 
a pension of £3,000 a year ; Vice-Admiral Thompson and 
Bear- Admiral Parker were created baronets, and Vice- 
Admiral Hon. W. Waldegrave, who already ranked above a 
baronet, received a lucrative appointment abroad. Nelson 
was offered a baronetcy, but preferred the ribbon of the 
Bath, a distinction more coveted, because more rare in 
those days. In his public letter. Sir John Jervis had not 
mentioned any officer with especial praise, because he said 
if all had not been equally prominent, all were equally 
desirous of being foremost in the honourable rivalry of 
battle ; but in a private letter to the Admiralty he did 
justice to the heroism of Nelson, and paid the tribute 
of praise to the exertions of some of his captains. He 
had previously, in person, made his acknowledgements 
to Nelson, for his important share in the victory. It is 
related that when the latter presented himself on board the 
flag-ship. Sir J ohn embraced him, and refused to accept the 
sword of the Spanish vice-admiral. “Keep it,” he said, 
“ it justly belongs to you who took it from your prisoner.'* 
Upon Captain Calder directing his attention to Nelson^s 
evolution as a disobedience of orders, the veteran admiral 
sarcastically replied, “ I saw it, and if ever you commit such 
a breach of orders, depend upon it you shall be forgiven.” 

This officer, who held the post of captain of the fleet, also 
received the distinction of K.B., and all the first lieutenants 
were promoted. The brave but unfortunate Spanish 
admiral, on the other hand, was degraded by his Govern- 
ment from his rank in the navy, for his want of success ; 
his second in command, Count Morales, was cashiered as 
were most of the captains ; but Admiral Winthuyson, more 
fortunate, died of the wounds he had received on board the 
Sam, Josef. On the 22nd February, as the French 40-gun 
frigate, Resistance, and 22-gun corvette, Constance^ were re- 
turning to Brest from Fisgard Bay, on the Welsh coast, 
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where they had landed 1,200 men, they were attacked and 
captured by the British 36-gun frigates, San Fiorenzo^ 
Captain Sir Harry B. Neale, and Nymphe, Captain John 
Cooke ; not more fortunate were the soldiers of this ill- 
starred expedition, for they were made prisoners by a body 
of local militia under Lord Cawdor, without firing a shot. 

On the morning of the 15th April, the country awoke to 
find itself placed in the most eminent peril it had yet en- 
countered. Lord Bridport, the commander-in-chief of the 
Channel fleet, then lying at Spithead, on that day made 
the signal to weigh anchor, upon which the crews of all the 
ships simultaneously manned the rigging, and gave three 
cheers. It was the preconcerted signal, and the British fleet 
was in full mutiny. This unfortunate condition of afiairs 
was due to the refusal of the Admimlty to redress the griev- 
ances of the sailors, which, as imposed upon a body of men 
who shed their blood freely for the country, and whose 
deeds formed her chief glory, denoted a denial of justice 
hard to be borne. A simple statement of them will create a 
feeling of incredulity as to their existence on the mind of 
any man possessed of a particle of the sense of fair play, 
putting aside the question of fair remuneration for work 
done. 

The pay of the sailor had not been raised since the time 
that the Duke of York, afterwards James II., was Lord 
High Admiral ; neither were their pensions increased from 
the amount at which they stood at that date, while those 
to which soldiers became entitled were so increased. 
Moi*e extraordinary than all was the rule by which pro- 
visions were served out to them. According to this enact- 
ment, the sailor's pound was fixed at 14 ounces, the ordinary 
pound consisting then as now of 16 ounces ! There were 
numerous minor complaints regarding leave on shore while 
in harbour, the severity of the discipline, and other points. 
The seamen petitioned at the end of the previous February, 
but no notice being taken of their prayers for redress, they 
mutinied on the IStli April. The Government had no option 
but to accede to the just and moderate demands of the men, 
and a full and free pardon was granted to the fleet in 
general, including the ringleaders. Bnt the sailors did not 
understand the delays necessary in passing the votes for 
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increased pay and pensions through Parliament, and on tlie 
7th May the red flag was again hoisted. Admiral Colpoys, 
one of the officere in command at Portsmouth, lost his 
temper, and one of the lieutenants of the London^ exaspera- 
ted at the bearing of a seaman, drew his pistol and shot 
him, upon which the sailora rose in a body and disiirmed 
all the officers. On the Government being apprized of the 
state of affairs, they despatched the veteran Lord Howe in 
hot haste down to Portsmouth with full powers to ratify all 
the concessions that had been promised. The gallant old 
officer went out to the fleet at Spithead, and, as a preli- 
minary to negotiation, insisted upon the men expressing 
their contrition for the breach of discipline of which they 
had been guilty. The veteran was beloved and esteemed 
by the men of the fleet, many of whom had served under 
him on the “ glorious 1st June,” and they gladly conformed 
to his demands. The rest was all plain sailing ; he gave 
them every assurance that their grievances would be re- 
dressed, and even promised that 100 of the most unpopular 
officers who had been guilty of acts of tyranny should be 
removed, upon which the mutineers returned to their duty. 
The same week that witnessed these occurrences, the fleet 
at the Nore, instigated by a man of the name of Parlcer, also 
rose against their officers. This Parker was what sailors -call 
a ‘‘ sea-la wy<jr.” He was preeminently a bad character, and 
having had the advantage of a superior education, ntisused 
it by inciting his messmates to mutiny. Parker had been 
discharged from several ships with disgrace, on account of 
his misconduct, and had only in the month of March this 
year, been sent from Perth as a quota- man* to join the 
Sandwich^ the flagship of Admiral Bucknor, the commander- 
in-chief at the Nore. Parker had plenty of money, with which 
it wassnp])Osed he was suj^plied by the revolutionary societies 
in London, and managed to secure his election of leader of the 
disaffected seamen. On the 13th May he began the mutiny 
by causing the Inflexible to fire on the St, Fiorenzo, on board 
which a court-martial was sitting ; and a little later so far 
depai*ted from the moderation of the Spithead malcontents 

* Quota-men were eo called from each district of the comity being 
required to furnish a certain number or quota to the navy, according 
to the population, in like manner as was required for the militia. 
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as to flog and half drown some of the officers. At the end 
of the month the outbreak assumed the most alarming 
proportions; 11 ships of the line belonging to tl»e North 
Sea fleet, with which Admiral Duncan was about to sail 
from Yarmouth to blockade the Texel, turned back to the 
mouth of the Thames, and joined Parker. Notwithstanding 
this defection, the gallant admiral proceeded to his destina- 
tion with his own ship, the Venerable^ 74, the Adamard^ 50, 
Captain Hotham, and the Active cutter, Captain Hamilton, 
and by adopting the device of causing the Adamant to make 
signals in the offing, induced the enemy to believe he lay off 
the coast in force. The greatest alarm now seized upon the 
inhabitants of the capital, as Parker, elated at his success, 
threatened to put to sea with the whole fleet, and even to force 
his way up the Thames towards London. The Government 
on their part acted with vigour : the buoys were taken up, 
and the forts manned and armed to open fire on the fleet, 
should it advance up the river. But nothing could stay the 
panic, and the Funds fell to an unheard-of price. 

Parker treated with insolence the Lords of the Admi- 
ralty sent down to * confer with the delegates of the 
mutineers ; and, at length, the Government, driven to 
desperation, took courage of despair, and brought in Bills to 
Parliament (which were passed in two days), authorising the 
infliction of the utmost fienaltics of the law on the muti- 
neers, and all who should give them aid and comfort. . 

This severity had the desired efiect. Early in June the 
fleets at Portsmouth and Plymouth disowned all complicity 
with Parker or his acts, and notwithstanding that he hanged 
Mr. Pitt and Mr. D\n:d ts in efligy at the yard-arm of the 
Sandwich, on the 10th of the same month, two of the 
ships, the Leopard and Repuhe, hauled down the red flag 
of mutiny, and retreated into the Thames. Parker fired 
•upon these ships, but the contagion of their good example 
spread, and ship after ship deserted, until on the 14th, the 
crew of the Sandwich brought her also under the guns of 
the foi-t at Sheerne^s, and gave up Parker as a prisoner to 
the authorities. This notoiious ringleader was tried, con- 
victed, and hanged on the 29th, on board the ship that had 
been the scene of his misdeeds. One or two other execu- 
tions also took place. The mutiny was not, how^ever, con- 
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fined to the ships in the home stations ; some of the crew 
of the Ven&t'ohle had caught the contagion of disattection, 
but Duncan nipped the attempt in the bud. 

In the Mediterranean fleet, then off Portugal, Lord St. 
Vincent had more trouble, but he acted with great prompti- 
tude. Seizing the ringleaders on board the St, GeorgCy he 
brought them to instant trial, and the sentence of death 
being pronounced against them, he caused them to be hanged 
at the yard-arm on board that ship on the following morn- 
ing ; the sentence was carried out at 8 o’clock on Sunday, 
the 9th July, and the executioners were the messmates of the 
culprits. This example had a wholesome deterrent effect, 
and though once or twice the evil spirit again manifested 
itself, the hangman’s rope applied in each instance checked 
the insubordination of the malcontents. A like attempt 
on the Cape of Good Hope station, by the men of the Tre- 
Tnendous^ the flagship of Admiral Pringle, was suppressed by 
a similar display of timely severity, and the execution of 
the worst of the ringleaders brought matters back to their 
normal condition of discipline and obedience to orders. 

Notwithstanding the mutinous spirit that was abroad in 
the fleet at this time, it is singular to note the affection and 
respect in which the seamen held the immortal hero of Tra- 
falgar. Nelson, who had been promoted to the rank of rear- 
admiral in March, had shifted his flag from the Captain to the 
Tlieseua, taking with him Captain Miller, and he had not 
been long in her, when one niglit a paper signed “ Ship’s 
Company,” and couched in the following terms, was dro])ped 
on the quarter-deck : — “ Success attend Admiral Nelson ! 
God bless Captain Miller ! We thank them for the officers 
they have placed over us : we are happy and comfoitable, 
and will shed every drop of blood in our veins to support 
them, and the name of the TJiesem shall be immorialized 
as high as the Captain! 8.” All through the month of June 
Lord St. Vincent, whose fleet had been raised to 21 sail of 
the line, watched the Spanish fleet at Cadiz, having under 
his immediate command the main portion of the fleet, 
while his Rear-Admiral, Sir Horatio Nelson, remained with 
the inshore squadron close to the port. As, however, Mi\s- 
saredo, the Spanish admiral, refused to venture out, the rear- 
admiral proposed to bombai'd the town and fleet where it lay. 
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On the 3rd July, Nelson proceeded to carry out the 
bombardment with the Thunderer bomb-vessel, one gun- 
boat, and all the barges and launches of the fleet, armed witli 
carronades and fully manned. The Thunderer threw her 
shells with great precision, until, her 13-inch mortar being 
injured, she was towed out of the fire. On perceiving this, 
the Spanish commodore, Don Miguel Tyrasin, issued out 
with his boats, and a desperate hand-to-hand conflict ensued, 
ill which as usual Nelson took a prominent part. Ho was 
in his barge, manned with only 10 oarsmen, his coxswain 
John Sykes, “ an old Agamemnon,’’ and Captain Fremantle, 
when the Spanish commodore, having a crew of 26 men in 
his boat, singled out the British admiral. Steering along- 
side the barge, he tried to caiTy it by boarding ; a conflict, 
the most desperate, according to Nelson's account, in which 
he had ever been engaged, now ensued. Twice did the 
heroic admiral, who fought with all the ardour and success 
of a practised swordsman, escape death by a miracle ; on one 
occasion his devoted coxswain actually interposed his head 
to receive the sabre-cut that must have fallen on his be- 
loved leader.* At length, when 18 out of the 26 Spaniards 
liad been killed, and all the remainder wounded, the Spanish 
* commodore surrendered his sword to his illustrious con- 
queror. In all, two or three barges and 100 prisoners were 
taken, and the rest were driven back under the walls of 
Cadiz. 

A second attack took place on the night of the 5th July, 
when, in addition to all the boats, two more bomb- vessels, 
the Terror and Stromboll, supj>orted the Thunderer^ whose 
mortar had been repaired ; considerable damage was done 
to the town and fleet, our total loss in both attacks being 
only four killed and 40 wounded. 

Soon after this. Lord St. Vincent projected an expedition 
against the town of Santa Cruz, in the island of Teneriffe, 
and although Nelson was alive to the difficulties attending 
an attempt on a landlocked town, yet a desire to rival the 
famous feat of Blake, induced him joyfully to undertake the 
execution of the project. General O’Hara, governor of 

* John Sykes, who was promoted to the rank of gunner, was mor- 
( iaUy wonnded, on the let May, 1798, by the bursting of a gun. 
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Gibraltar, declined to allow bis soldiers to participate in 
tlie affair, which he considered desperate, and accordingly 
Nelson undertook it with the following force, which was 
wholly insufficient to attack a town bmtling with strong 
f 9 rtifications and having a garrison of 8,000 men : — 


Guns. 

r ( Eear-Admiral Sir Horatio Nelson, K.B. 

Theseus ^ Captain Balph W. Miller. 

') Culloden „ Thomas Tronbridge. 

t Zealous „ SamnelHood. 

08 Sea-horso „ Thomas F. Fremantle. 

36 Emerald „ John Waller. 

32 Terpsichore Bichard Bowen. 

And a ontter'and mortar-boat. 


On tlie 20tli July, the squadron arrived off the island of 
Teneriffe, one of the Canary group, and on the 24th was 
reinforced by the Leander^ 50, Captain Thomas B. Thomp- 
son. After an unsuccessful attempt on the 22nd to land 
the men, owing to the strong currents, at 11 p.m. on the 
night of the 24th July, 700 seamen and marines were 
embarked in the boats of the squadron, 180 in the cutter 
Fox^ and 75 in a captured boat, to which was added a 
detachment of Iloyal Artillery. The whole force, amounting 
to nearly 1,100 men, under the command of Nelson in 
.person, quitted the ships at 1-30 a.m. and pulled in for the 
town, the admirars barge, in which were also Captains Fre- 
mantle and Bowen, leading the way. 

When the flotilla had reached within half gun-shot of 
the molehead the alarm-bells were rung, and 40 pieces of 
cannon simultaneously opened fire from the town. In 
spite of the storm of shot, the boats pushed on ; the Fox 
cutter was struck by a shot, and instantly went down, when 
97 men perished with her. Undismayed by this disaster,, 
Nelson in his barge reached the shore, and was in the act 
of drawing his sword, when a piece of grape-shot stmek 
his right arm above the elbow, shattering the limb ; he fell 
back senseless, and was immediately removed to his 
ship by his stepson and a few men who had remained 
with him. Notwithstanding all opposition, the landing 
was effected by the crews of four or five boats, and tho 
molehead was carried by storm by this handful of men. 
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tliough defended by 400 soldiers and six 24-ponnders. 
Having spiked the guns, the order was given to advance, 
but the fire of musketry and grape from the citadel and 
houses was so close and deadly, that after more than half 
of our men had fallen, among whom were the brave Qap- 
tain Bowen and his first lieutenant, George Thorpe, killed, 
and Captain Fremantle wounded, the remnant held their 
‘p’ound and awaited the advance of their comrades ; these, 
under Captains Troubridge, Hood, Miller, and Waller, 
or rather a portion of them, for the heavy surf caused 
some to return, had made good their landing to the south- 
ward of the citadel, and had forced their way as directed 
into the great square. Arrived there, Captain Troubridge 
summoned the citadel to surrender, but was unable to 
enforce a compliance with his demands, as the scaling- 
ladders had been lost in the surf, and the powder had been 
soaked in the men’s ammunition-pouches during the land- 
ing. Troubridge now learnt of Nelson’s wound, and of 
the inability of his men to advance beyond the mole ; and 
at daybreak, finding every street commanded by Spanish 
artillery, and a force of 8,000 men advancing, he proposed to 
the governor that the British should re-embark with their 
arms, coupled with a demand that, as his own boats were 
destroyed, he should be furnished with others. As the 
alternative offered by Captain Hood on the part of Captain 
Troubridge and his small band of warriors was an attack on 
the garrison at the point of the bayonet, and the destruction 
of the town by fire, the governor yielded, and not only 
sent his invaders back to their ships, but, with the truly 
chivalrous feeling of a Spanish hidalgo, placed his hospitals 
and markets at the disposal of Nelson, who on his part wrote 
him a warm letter of thanks, and presented him with a cask 
of English beer and a cheese. 

The loss we sustained in this disastrous affair amounted 
to 44 killed, including six officers and the brave and enter- 
prising Captain Bowen, one of the best officers in the ser- 
vice, 97 drowned and five missing, and 105 wounded, among 
whom, in addition to Nelson, were Captains Fremantle and 
Thompson ; thus the total loss was 141 killed and drowned, 
five missing, and 105 wounded. 

** Of the survivors,” says a writer, “ no one was more 

Q 2 
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severely wounded than Nelson himself. His arm was 
frightfully shattered, and the loss of blood which the 
wound occasioned might have i)roved fatal, had it not been 
for the presence of mind of his stepson, Lieutenant Nisbet 
who was in the boat with him, and who bound up the 
wound with handkerchiefs, and, collecting four or five sear 
c men, launched a boat and conveyed him back to the .slii]^ 
Yet suffering and weak its Nelson was, he stopped the boat on 
her way, to aid the drowning crew of the and with 
his remaining hand himself saved many who were still stru®- 
gling in the water, gi-eatly increasing the pain and danger 
of his wound by these exertions. On reaching the Tlt^eu^ 
his arm was amputated, but he did not allow the loss of 
the limb to interrupt his exertions for a single day. In a 
few days he even s])oke of himself as quite recovered : but 
the hurry in which the operation had been performed had 
caused some mismanagement in taking up the arteries, 
which subsequently caused him very severe sufferinff. 
Nelson rejoined Lord St. Vincent at Cadiz on the 16tli 
August, and shortly afterwards pwceeded to England for 
the ro.covery of his health, but the year expired before he 
was able again to report himself fit for service.” 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

1797-1798. 

Victory gained at Camperdown by Admiral Dnncan over the Dutch, 
11th October, 1797 — Frigate Actions^during the Tear 1797 — Gallant 
Exploit of Captain Hamilton — ^The Action between the Mars and 
L'Hercule, 21 at April ; between the Lion and fonr Spanish Frigates, 
15th July, 1798. 

The year 1797 is memorable for a victory not less brilliant 
than that gained over the Spaniards at St. Vincent by Sir 
John Jervis, though in this instance the vanquished were 
our ancient maiitime foes, the Dutch. All through the 
summer, Admiral Duncan blockaded the Dutch fleet off the 
Texel ; till, at the beginning of October, the violence of the 
equinoctial gales and the want of provisions drove him to 
Yarmouth lioads. De Winter, the Dutch admiral, took 
instant advantage of his absence, and, on the 7th October, 
set sail with his whole fleet. Two days later the AcCive, 
lugger, which Duncan had left with two other vessels to 
watch the enemy, was sighted off Yarmouth Koads, with 
the signal flying that the Dutch had put to sea. The mo- 
ment this was seen, Duncan made the signal for a general 
chase, and before the lugger could get alongside, the whole 
fleet had weighed, and was standing towards the Texel, with 
a fair wind. With Captain Hamilton, the commander of 
the little Active^ for a guide, the British fleet, having been 
joined on the way by a squadron under Captain Trollope, 
which had been chased away by De Winter, sighted the 
Texel at daybreak of the 11th October. At 7 a.m, the 
foremost ships reported the enemy in sight bearing south- 
west, and an hour and a half later the Dutch fleet was seen 
about nine miles from the shoi*e between the villages of 
Egmont and Camperdown. The following was the const!- 
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tution of tlio rival lloets at the memorable action of the 11th 
October, 1797 : — 


f ( Admiral Adam Dnnoan (Bine). 

Vcncraole ^ Captain William George Fairfax. 

( Vice-Admiral Eicbard Onslow (Bed). 

Monarch i Captain Edward O’Brien. 

74 -j Russel » Henry Trollope. 

Montonu n John Knight. 

Bedford » Sir Thomas Byard. 

Power fid m William Drury. 

Triumph y, William Essington. 

^Bclliqueux ,, John Inglis. 

Agincourt John Williamson. 

Lancaster „ John Wells. 

64 • Ardent Eichard E. Bargess. 

Vctfyran „ George Gregory, 

Director „ William Bligh. 

Jdonmouth ,, James Walker. 

Isis William Mitchell. 

^^lAdamamt „ William Hotham. 


Two frigates and an 18-gun brig. 


The following is the list of the Dutch fleet, from which it 
will be seen that they had a slight superiority in guns, — about 
80, while our ships had nearly 1,100 more men ; altogether 
the rival fleets were singularly well matched. 


Goofl. 


74 


68 


fVryheid^ flag of Vice-Admiral 
Da Winter. 

Jvpitcr, flag of Vice-Admiral 
Eeyntjes. 

Brutus j flag of Eear- Admiral 
Bloys. 

states- General, flag of Bear- 
Admiral Storey. 

Cerberus. 

Admiral de Fries. 


Guns. 


64 I 
S8^ 

56 I 

50 ^ 


Oelykheid, 

Ilaerlcm, 

Leyden. 

Hercules. 

Wassenaer, 

Bescherm&r, 

Alkmaar. 

Delft. 

Batavier, 


With two large frigates, one of which, the Mars, 44, car- 
ried heavy guns, and fought in the line of battle; two 
smaller frigates and two corvettes, and four brigs. 

The Dutch admiral was desirous above all things to avoid 
an action, as his instructions enjoined him to form a junc- 
tion with the Brest fleet for the purpose of undertaking a 
joint invasion of Ireland. 
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At 11 ‘30, Duncan made the signal to bear up and engage 
the enemy’s fleet, which was formed in line and hove to on 
the larboard tack, about four leagues from the land ; and a 
few minutes before noon, the British admiral ordered his 
captains to pass through the hostile line and engage to lee- 
ward. Owing to the hazy weather, many ships were unable 
to distinguish the signal, which was shortly afterwards re- 
placed by the most pleasing of all to British seamen, that 
for close action ; the flags indicating this order were kept 
flying on the Veinerahle's signal halliards until they were 
shot away. About half an hour after noon, the Monarchy 
flying the flag of Vice-Admiral Onslow, leading the lee di- 
vision in the most gallant stylo, passed through the Dutch 
line between the Jupiter and llaerUmy and luffing up, 
brought the former to close action, being at the same time 
engaged to leeward by the Mcmnilieudmiy frigate, and Ata- 
Imddy brig. The Powerfuly the next astern of the Vice- 
Admiral, engaged the llaerlemy and some other ships of this 
-division arrived up and took part in the action. 

Soon after Admiral Onslow had passed through the 
enemy’s line, the commander-in-chief, who was bent on en- 
gaging De Winter’s flagship, the sixth in the line, having 
been thwarted in this endeavour by the States-Generaly was 
compelled to change his coui’se and pass astern of that ship, 
.and as he did so, poured so destructive a broadside into her 
that Admiral Storey bore up and quitted the action. The 
Venerable now brought the Yryheid to action to leeward, 
the Ardent also engaging her to windward. 

The battle that ensued was one of the hardest fought on 
record. While the Venerable was engaged with De Winter’s 
flagship, the Brutus and Leyden closed around her, and the 
MarSy fighting in the line of battle, raked the 74 with 
terrible efiect. “ The crew of the VenerabUy^ says Yonge, 
in his valuable History of the British Navy, “ had been 
eager for battle as far back as June, when she was watching 
the Texel almost by herself, and the Dutch were seen with 
their topsails bent as if prepared to come out : they had 
offered to advance into the narrow channel which leads out 
of the Texel, through which ships can hardly pass in single 
lino, and in that position to stop the way against the whole 
fleet, or at least to fight their vessel till she sank. And now 
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they proved that their proposal was no empty boast ; more 
than once every flag the Fenerable hoisted was shot away, 
and at last one of her men, a native of Sunderland, named 
James Crawfurd, nailed the admii-al’s colours to the stump 
of the main topgallant-mast, where during the remainder 
of the day, it braved the battle and the breeze unhurt and 
tiiumphant.” 

Not less gallantly did the crew of the Vryheid sustain 
the Dutch reputation of bull-dog courage. Besides the 
rapid and wcll-dii’ected cannonade of the Yenerahle^ she 
had to sustiiin the fire of tlie Ardent on the other side, 
ivhile tlie Triumj^h and Dictator too\i up theii* stations across 
lier bows, and raked her with deadly effect. One after 
another her masts went over the side, but not until every 
man of the quarter-deck guns crews had been swept away, 
mid he alone remained on the upper deck, conspicuous by 
his commanding personal apjjcamnco and towering height, 
did the gallant i)e Winter, a worthy successor of Tromp 
and De Buyter, with his own hand haul down the colours 
and yield to an adverse fortune, against which all his skill 
and gallantry were rendered unavailing. The Dutch 
admiral found in his conquerors, and indeed in every seaman 
in the British fleet, adversaries who could appreciate such 
devotion. 

Elsewhere the battle raged with great fury. Admiral 
Storey had his ship, the States-General, almost disabled by 
the issue of his attempt to stop the Venerable when striving 
to break the Dutch line, as already related. Notwith- 
standing the severe handling he had met, the gallant 
admiral maintained a vigorous conflict for some time with a 
succession of antagonists, but was at length driven out of 
the line of battle, and compelled to surrender, llegarding 
the loss sustained by the States-General, Admiral Storey, 
when he became Lord Duncan's prisoner in 1801, stated 
that it exceeded 300 killed and wounded. 

The Triumph before engaging the Vryheid brought the 
Wassenaer to action, and the i^ecZ/breZ having cut the line 
astern of the De Vries, roimded to and engaged that ship. 
The Dutch ships, Brutus, Leyden, and Mars, as we have 
seen, closed round their admiral, and their fire was very 
destnictivc to the Venerable and Ardent. The Hermles, 
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having caught fire, bore out of the line, and, drifting to lee- 
ward, passed near Admiral Duncan's flagship. By great 
exei-tions her crew succeeded in extinguishing the flames ; 
but having thrown overboard all their powder, she was 
forced to surrender. 

Though the greater part of both fleets were engaged, 
some of our ships did not arrive in time to take any 
effective pai-t in the battle ; on the other hand, a few of the 
Dutch ships disregarded De Winter’s signals for close and 
general action, so that the contending sides were not ill- 
matched as regards numbers. With the surrender of the 
Dutch admiral, at about 3 p.m., the action ceased. 

The prizes taken possession of by the victors consisted of 
the Vryheid, Jupiter, De Vries, Gdykheid, Haerlem, Hercules, 
Wcbssenaer, and Delft, and the frigates Amhiscade and 
Mcmnikendarn. The States-Gerieral, after surrendering, 
gradually dropped astern until she cleared the scene of the 
conflict, when, finding that no one took possession of her, 
she re-hoisted her colours, and stood in towards the land 
between Camperdown and Egmont, about five miles distant. 
The ships which had kept aloof, and the Besdiermer, which, 
early in the battle, had wore out of the line, also made sail, 
and as a gale was coming on and the water on the coast 
was very shallow, Duncan was unable to detach any ships 
in pursuit of them. Thus six ships of the line, the Mars, 
and one of the smaller frigates, reached the Texel in safety. 

The battle had been hardly contested, and though certainly 
one of the most glorious in our annals, and an action that 
reflected undying lustre upon the name of Duncan, it was 
little less honourable to the vanquished. Every one of 
the captured ships was either wholly dismasted or crippled 
to such an extent, that their masts fell before reaching 
England \ their hulls also were so riddled that they could 
never be made fit for service again, — ^indeed, they were scarce 
worth carrying into port, save as honourable mementoes 
of the gallantry and skill of the officers and seamen who had 
gained them as trophies. Until the glories of the Nile and 
Trafalgar eclipsed all previous victories, the decisive cha- 
racter of the battle of Camperdown formed one of its most 
distinctive features. 

As soon as the action ceased, Admiral Duncan made 
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every exertion to secure the prizes before the day closed in. 
The British ships, unlike the captured vessels, had suffered 
aloft, but their hulls also bore evidence of the skill as gunners 
of the Dutch seamen ; in some of the ships the pumps had 
to be kept constantly going, until the security of our har- 
bours was gained. Chief among the sufferers was the 
, ArderU, which had received 98 shots in her hull ; the Verier- 
alley BelliqueAjXy j5efl5/brc?,andJ/<)7M»rcA were also more or less 
riddled. Our loss was almost entirely confined to the fol- 
lowing ships, which had been most hotly engaged : — 

Mona/rchy 36 killed and 100 wounded ; Fowerfaly 10 
killed and 78 wounded; Monimuthy 5 killed and 22 
wounded ; Veterany 4 killed and 21 wounded ; Venerahley 
15 killed and 62 wounded ; Triumphy 29 killed and 55 
wounded ; Arderdy 41 killed and 107 wounded ; Bedfordy 
50 killed and 41 wounded ; BeUiqueuXy 25 killed and 78 
wounded ; 7sw, 2 killed and 21 wounded ; LarhcasteTy 3 
killed and 18 wounded. The total loss was, as officially 
stated, 203 killed, including, of officers, Captain Burgess, 
of the ArderUy 2 lieutenants, 1 master, and 3 midshipmen, 
and 622 wounded, among whom were Captain Essington 
of the Triumphy 20 lieutenants and marine officers, 2 
masters, and 15 midshipmen. 

The total loss of the Dutch amounted to 540 killed, in- 
cluding 2 captains, and 620 wounded, including the Dutch 
commander-in-cliief and both rear-admirals. 

The day after the battle of Camperdown, a gale came on, 
and three of the captured ships, the Delft, and Monnik&rvdartiy 
and Ambuscade frigates, were lost. Steel’s Navy List for 
March, 1803, contains the following account of the loss of 
the Delft : — “ When Lieutenant Charles Bullen,* first lieu- 
tenant of the Monmouth, came on board to take possession 
of the ship, ho found her much damaged, having lost her 
mizen-mast and main-yard, and all her masts and rigging 
being much cut. She had lost 2 officers and 41 men killed, 
and 1 officer and 75 men wounded. Lieutenant Bullen 
sent the captain and two officers on board his own ship, and 
requested the firet lieutenant, Mr. Heilburg, who was not 
wounded, to assist him with the remaining crew to keep the 
ship from sinking. Their united exertions were successful 

* Afterwards Bear-Admiral Sir Charles Ballon. 
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until the 14:th, when the gale rendered the salvation of 
the Delft very dangerous. The water in her hold increased 
to 10 feet, and all hope of saving her was soon given up. 
Lieutenant Bullen represented this to Mr. Heilburg, and 
stated it to be his intention to abandon the ship with his 
crew, requesting him also to accompany him in his attempt 
to escape from almost certain deatli. Lieutenant Heilburg, 
however, refused to embrace the offer and to leave his 
wounded countrymen; and his gallant answer so wrought 
upon Lieutenant Bullen that he gave up his previous inten- 
tion, and determined on making another effort to preserve 
the lives of the whole. Lieutenant BuUen, having ordered 
his own men to quit the sinking ship, remained to assist 
the Dutch crews, and the Russel^ having sent her boats to 
their relief, a great many were saved ; but before the whole 
could be taken out, the ship went down. Lieutenant 
Bullen was compelled, in order to save his life, to jump over- 
board, and was taken up by one of the M(mmovJt1i! a boats ; 
but the brave Heilburg perished, a victim to his courage and 
humanity.” 

On the 17th October, the Venerable^ having weathered the 
gale, arrived at the Noro with her prizes. 

The king, in order to express his sense of the great ser- 
vice rendered to his country by the gallant Duncan and his 
fleet, came down with the intention of honouring the 
admiral with a visit on board the flagship, as three years 
before he had visited Lord Howe at Spithead, but the bois- 
terous state of the weather prevented his Majesty from 
jjrjenturing out to the Nore in his yacht ; however, honours 
were showered without stint upon the victors. The 
admiral was created Baron Duncan of Lundie, and Vis 
count Duncan of Camperdown; Vice-Admiral Onslow 
was made a baronet, and Captains Trollope and Fairfax 
knights, while all the first lieutenants were promoted to the 
rank of commander. Gold medals were conferred on the 
captains, and the thanks of Parliament were voted to tlie 
officers, seamen, and marines of the fleet. The city of 
London likewise testified the gratitude of the mercantile 
community by presenting Lord Duncan with a sword valued 
at 200 guineas, and Sir Kichard Onslow one of the value 
of 100 guineas. 
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There were some notable frigate actions during the year 
17137. The Andromache^ 32, Caj)tain Mansfield, engaged 
an Algerine of about the same force, and after 40 minutes* 
close action captured her, she having lost 66 men killed 
and 50 wounded. On the 29th May, before Nelson’s attempt 
on the Canary Islands, the boats of the Mineroe and Lively^ 
frigates, gallantly boarded and cut out the French national 
14-gun brig Muthie, lying in the roads of Santa Cruz, 
Teneriffe. The IG-gun brig Penguin, Captain Pulling, 
while cruising near ITshant, engaged two French brigs, one 
caiTying 18 guns and the other 14, and after a severe 
action, in the course of which the British crew, while 
working their guns, were often knee-deep in water, com- 
pelled them both to surrender. A spirited action also took 
jihice near the island of St. Domingo, between the 18-gun 
brig Pelican, Lieutenant White, and the French 12-gvin 
privateer Trompeur, which the brave commander fought 
until she partially blew u}), and then foundered. 

Captain Sir Edward Pellew was also successful in captur- 
ing the llyoem, late a British ship ; and on the 20th Decem- 
ber, the 3G-gun frigate Phmhe, Captain Barlow, encountered 
the Ner^ide, of equal force, and, after a long and desperate 
action, compelled her to strike her flag, with a loss of 20 
killed and 55 wounded. 

But the most brilliant feat of arms was the cutting out of 
the Ilermiom, 32, lately a British ship, but which her crew 
had carried into the harbour of La Guayra, on the Vene- 
zuelan coast, and surrendered to the Spaniards, after murder- 
ing the captain (a brutal tyrant) and all her officers, who 
unhappily shared the fate of their superior. 

For two years the Hermiom baffled all attempts at cap- 
ture by British cruisers, until at length on the night of the 
24th October, Captain Edward Hamilton, of the Surprise, 
32, cut her out from under the batteries of Puerto Caballo, 
mounting 200 guns. Of the entire number of lOG officers 
and men employed in this desperate enterprise and cmbai’keo 
in six boats, only one half were enabled to board the lleV' 
mioTiA, the remaining three boats being engaged with twe 
Spanish gunboats, which discovered and attacked them. 
Nevertheless, this handful of men displayed such heroism 
that they carried the ship after a severe hand-to-hand con 
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flict, cut the cables, loosed the sails, and cleared.the harbour. 
Wonderful to relate, of the Surprist^B crew, not one man 
was killed, and of the 12 wounded. Captain Hamilton was 
the most severely injured. He received one stunning blow 
on the head, by which the butt of one musket was shattered, 
a deep thrust from a pike in one thigh, a heavy sabre-cut in 
the other, and a wound from a grape-shot. The Spanish 
crew of the Ilermiom lost no less than 119 killed and 97 
wounded ; from which some estimate may be formed of the 
desperate nature of the conflict. 

Captain Hamilton was rewarded by the order of the 
Bath, and never was the ribbon more worthily conferred. 
A painting of this almost unrivalled feat of arms now hangs 
in the Painted Gallery at Greenwich Hospital. Even the 
mighty Napoleon, then First Consul of France, was so struck 
with the exploit, that when the Jamaica packet, in which 
Captain Hamilton was returning to Europe for the restora- 
tion of his health, was captured by a privateer, and the gal- 
lant officer was conveyed to Paris, Buonaparte treated him 
with marked distinction, and allowed him to regain his 
liberty by an exchange. 

The year 1798 opened with many single actions, 
which generally resulted in the capture of the enemy^f 
ship, and that though almost in every instance she was 
superior in size, w'cight of metal, or complement of men. 
Most conspicuous among the unsuccessful actions was the 
distinguished gallantry with which a small British tender, 
carrying six 4:-pounders and 40 men, resisted for more 
ii^ian 40 minutes the attempts to board of two Spanish 
privateers, one of 12 guns and 109 men, and the other a 
r^rhooner of six guns and 68 men. The little George did 
not surrender until she had lost eight killed and 17 
wounded out of her small crew. 

On the 21st April, the British 74, Mars^ commanded 
by Captain Alexander Hood, nephew of Lords Biidport and 
Hood, being in company with the RamiUieSy 74, and Jason 
frigate, chased and having out-sailed, brought to action 
b(ifore her consorts came up, the French 74, UHercuky 
C'ai>tain L’Heritier, who had commanded the America in 
the battle of 1st June. The Hercule being \mable to enter 
Brest owing to the strong current, anchored and furled 
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sails, upon which, about 9 p.m., after exchanging broadsides 
with the Erencliman, Captain Hood also decided upon 
bringing to. The Mara^ therefore, having shot ahead, 
dropped her best bower anchor across the Hircule^s fore- 
foot, but before it could bring her up, her small bower 
hooking the anchor on the starboard bow of the enemy, 
the two ships ranged alongside each other. A most 
desperate conflict ensued, and so closely locked were tho 
ships in their deadly embrace that neither was able to run 
out tho lowor-deck guns, which were fired from on board, 
so that the ships’ sides were much burnt and quite blackened. 
Twice the crew of the Heraide attempted to board, but were 
each time driven back with great slaughter. Tho gallant 
Hood was mortally wounded by a musket-ball about a 
quarter of an hour after tlie commencement of the action, 
but he lived just long enough to hoar the cheers of his 
victorious seamen, and to learn that he had not in vain 
died for his country j at 10*30 the Uercule^ being very much 
shattered, surrendered, when it was found that she had 
experienced a loss of 250 men killed and wounded. Tho 
casualties of the Mars were also very heavy. In addition 
to the captain, a captain of marines, one midshipman, 
and 28 men were killed and missing, and two lieutenants, 
one mids hipman, and 57 men were wounded. The Henmle 
was carried into Plymouth and added to the navy under 
the same name ; and Lieutenant Butterfield, first of the 
MarSf was promoted to the rank of commander. 

Spirited and successful actions were also fought by tho 
Sea/iorse, 38, Captain Foote, which captured the Fren nlv 
frigate Sensible^ 36, whose loss was 55 killed and Avounded ^ 
by the frigates J ason and PiquCy assisted at the close of the 
action by tlie Mermaid frigate, which captured tho French 
40-gun frigate Seiney the latter, out of her crew of 610 sailors 
and soldiers, losing no less than 170 killed and 100 
wounded; and by the Britliunty 28, Captain Blackwood, 
which engaged and managed to escape from two French 
frigates of superior force. 

glorious to British arms was an action fought on 
T^e 15th July, between the Zwm, 64, Cajitain Manley 
Dixon, and a Spanish squadron of four 34:-gun frigates. 
Having passed along the Spanish line. Captain Dixon 
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wore anS endeavoured to close one of the fngates, tlie 
Santa Dorotea, which, having lost her fore-topmast, was 
rather to leeward of her companions. The Spanish com- 
modore wth his three remaining ships passed to windward 
of tlie Li^ within musket-shot, eiich frigate bestowing in 
succession a broadside, which, though returned by Captain 
Dixon, did not deter him from the pursuit of the Scmta 
Dorotca, Again the Spanish ships, having tacked, renewed 
the attempt to succour their comrades, but the Lion, having 
succeeded in getting alongside the Spaniard, engaged her 
yard-arm to yard-arm until she struck, having lost 20 killed 
and 32 wounded. The prize was added to our navy as a 
36-gun frigate. 

But these soul-inspiring examples of the marvellous 
courage, the skilful seamanship, and unequalled gunnery of 
British seamen, “pale their ineffectual fires** before the 
glories of the Nile, that perhaps most brilliant, from a pro- 
fessional point of view, of the naval victories that this or- 
any country has gainei 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

1798. 

The Battle of the Nile, Ist Angnst. 

During the winter of 1797, Lord St. Vincent, who still 
coinnuinded the Mediterranean fleet, had remained in the 
Tagus, keeping a small look-out squadron off Cadiz. On 
the :29th April in the following year, Nelson having re- 
covered from his wound, joined the fleet in the Vanguard^ 
74, commanded by his old first lieutenant and friend, Cap- 
tain Berry. It was known that the French were equipping 
a powerful fleet at Toulon, and Lord St. Vincent, desirous 
of gaining information regarding their state of preparedness, 
and above all wisliful to prevent their forming a junction 
with the SiKinish force known to be lying at Carthagena, 
selected Nelson to command a squadron, consisting of the 
Orton^ 74, Captain Sir James Saumarez; the Alexander^ 74, 
Captain A. J. Ball ; the 32-gun frigates Emerald and Terp- 
sichore ; and the Bonne Citoyenne sloop. So incensed were 
the two admirals of Lord St. Vincent's fleet, Sir W. Parker 
and Sir John Orde, both Nelson's seniors, at his selection 
for this duty, that they addressed a formal remonstrance to,^ 
Lord Spencer, the first Lord of the Admiralty, and Sir 
John Orde even forgot himself so far as to send the com- 
mander-in-chief a challenge, which his lordship of course 
disregarded. 

Nelson sailed from Gibraltar on the 9th May, and on his 
arrival off Toulon on the 17th, learnt that there were 19 
sail of the line in the harbour, 15 of which were ready for 
sea, and that General Buonaparte was in the town hasten- 
ing the embarkation of an army, whoso destination, however, 
was unknown. Nelson sent the Bonne Oitoyenrue back to 
the fleet off Cadiz with this intelligence, and but three days 
after his arrival off Toulon, his .ship, the Vanguard^ was 
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Bcarly lo J m a heavy gale. She carried away her foremast 
and niai# and mizen-masts, and would have been driven on 
the hosllle coast of Corsica, but for the display of a com- 
bination!, of seamanship and courage such as dur naval 
records aJ-’brd so many striking instances ; at length she 
was taken’ in tow by the Alexander, and found a safe 
anchorage in the harbour of the little island of San Pietro. 
In four days the Vanjgua/rd was again at sea under jury 
rig, and, on the 5th June, Nelson was joined by the Mutine 
brig, Captain Hardy, who reported the approach of a power- 
ful squadron, which joined him two days afterwards. 

Lord St. Vincent had been reinforced off Cadiz on the 19th 
May by eight sail of the line, under Sir Roger Curtis, who also 
brought despatches from Lord Spencer, written on the very 
day Nelson quitted the commander-in-chief, desiring him on 
receipt of that reinforcement to detail a squadron of not less 
than 12 line-of-battle ships with some frigates, to the Mediter- 
ranejui ; and in a private letter, the First Lord of the Admi- 
ralty suggested Nelson as the most suitable officer to command 
the squadron. Lord St. Vincent had been equally desirous of 
strengthening Nelson, and the moment that Curtis appeared 
insight, he despatched 10 sail of the line under the orders of 
Nelson, who, on finding himself for the first time in his life 
with a suitable force, and unrestricted responsibility to 
employ it as he deemed best, pronounced himself a match 
for any French fleet afloat. The following were the ships 
now under his orders : — 


Gans. 

' Vangvoird, 

Orion 

Culloden.,, 
Bcllerophon 
Minotawr... 
y. I Defence ... 
Alexander 
Zealous ... 
Audacious 
Goliath ... 
Majestic ... 
Swiftsure 
I T/iesciw ... 
50 Leander ... 
16 Mutine ... 


Bear-Admiral Sir Horatio Nelson, K.B. (Blue). 
Captain Edward Berry. 

„ Sir James Sanmarez. 

„ Thomas Tronbridge, 

„ Henry Darby. 

„ Thomas Louis. 

„ John Peyton. 

„ Alexander John BalL 

„ Samuel Hood. 

„ Davidge Gould. 

,, Thomas Foley. 

„ George B. Westoott. 

„ Benjamin Hallowell. 

„ Ralph Willett Miller. 

„ Thomas Boulden Thompson. 
Commander Thomas Masterman Hardy 


R 



242 GREAT BATTLES OP THE BRITISH NAVY, 

What glorious memories are not conjured ife by the 
names of these shij)S, and of their noble coniVaanders ! 
Surely the world will not soon again see such a ialaxy of 
renowned naval cjiptains as those who gave willing 
obedience to the hero who alone was worthy t</ command 
them, or capable indeed of leading them to such a victory 
as was achieved by their valour. 

On the 19th May, the French fleet, under Admiral 
Bmeys, quitted Toulon, in company with about 300 trans- 
ports, canying 20,000 men, commanded by General Buona- 
j)ai*te, who was himself a passenger on board L'Orient, 
120, the flagship of Brueys. Escaping the gale of the follow- 
ing day, which so nearly caused the loss of the Vcmgua/rdy 
the fleet, on the 9th June, reached Malta, which was 
pusillanimously surrendered % the knights of St. John, to 
whom it belonged. On the 19th, Brueys proceeded on his 
way, and on the 22nd June, the Wo fleets actually crossed 
each other’s track without either becoming aware of the 
fact ; on the 1st July the French fleet anchored off Alex- 
andria, and BuonapaHe and his army were disembarked. 
As, however, the heaviest ship could not enter the harbour, 
Brueys, after a careful survey of the coast, decided on 
anchoring in Aboukir Bay. 

Owing to a want of frigates, who act as the eyes of a 
fleet. Nelson was unable, after the arrival of the squadron 
sent to strengthen him, to obtain accurate information of 
the whereabouts of the enemy. He steered for Corsica on 
the 12th June, and after calling at various places, reached 
the Bay of Naples on the 17th; from thence he pro- 
ceeded to Messina, where he learnt that Buonaparte anti 
Brueys had eaptured Malta and Goza. On the 21st June, 
Nelson set sail for Alexandria, rightly conjecturing that the 
conquest of Egypt was the object Buonaparte had in view. 
On the night of the following day, the weather was foggy, 
and, as we have said, the two fleets were close together, 
though both commanders were unaware of the fact. 
One cannot avoid dwelling upon the thought, how vastly 
the whole future current of the world’s history would have 
been changed had Nelson then destroyed or captured, as he 
subsequently did, the French fleet, with the future con- 
queror of Austerlitz and vanquished of Waterloo on board. 
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Adn^l Brueys steered for Candia, while Nelson stood 
along tfle African coast, and reached Alexandria two days 
before French. Disappointed at finding the harbour 
empty, Nelson on the day after his arrival, the 29th, 
steered away to the north-east, while the enemy he was in 
search of arrived in sight of Pharos tower on the evening 
of the same that the British had disappeared. On the 4th 
July, Nelson made for the coast of Natoli, continuing to 
beat to windward till the 18th, and, on the following day, 
ontered the port of Syracuse for water. 

Grievously disappointed as the admiral was, he did not 
allow the time thus passed to be wasted. The men of his 
fleet were constantly exercised at the great guns, and thus 
attained a rare degree of perfection in the art of gunnery ; 
evening after evening, says Sir Edward Berry in his “ Narra- 
tive of the Battle of the Nile,” he assembled his captains on 
board the Vangimrd, and explained to them the different 
plans he had formed for attacking the enemy, varying with 
the difierent positions in which it was conceivable that he 
might encounter them ; nothing was left to chance, nothing 
was omitted. 

Such a proficient in the art of naval warfare did 
more than deser^^e success, — he commanded it. A pleasing 
phase of the great sailor’s character is given by a writer, who 
says : — He took oven more care of his youngest officers, look- 
ing on himself in an especial degree as their instructor and 
guardian, while afloat under his command. One or two of 
his midshipmen always breakfasted with him, and while 
entertaining them at his own table, he put off the great 
commander, and entered into all theii* boyish jokes, and in 
manner and feeling seemed as gay-hearted and youthful as 
any of his party.” No less anxious was he to promote the 
amusement of the men, and after their professional efiiciency 
as skilful seamen and unerring gunners had been attained, 
he fostered such healthful exercise as single-stick play, 
dancing, and other amusements. 

During the whole of this cruise, Nelson could gain no in- 
formation concerning the enemy, and complained bitterly 
of the want of frigates, which he said, were he to die, would 
be found stamped upon his heart. But his resolution and 
confidence never failed him, and he assured Lord St. Vincent 
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that were the enemy “ above water, he would find\hem out 
and bring them to battle.” 

Leaving Syracuse on the 25th July, Nelson rant his 
course for the Morea, and the Culloden having been detached 
to Coron, Captain Troubridge rejoined him on the following 
day, with the intelligence that nearly four weeks before, 
the French fleet had been seen beyond Candia steering to- 
wards the south-east. Once more Nelson sailed for Alex- 
andria, and, on arriving in sight of that town on the morning 
of the 1st August, to the inexpressible joy of the gallant 
admiral and every British seaman, the French tricolour 
was plainly discerned waving on the walls of the city. The 
fleet stood along the shore, and at 1 p.m. the Zealous made 
the signal for 17 ships, and that 13 were of the line. 
Since he had left the Morea, Nelson’s anxiety had been so 
great that he had scarcely quitted the deck of the Fa7i- 
(juardf but he now hoisted the signal to prepare for battle, 
and ordered his dinner. 

Aboukir Bay, in which Admiral Brueys had taken up 
his station, is about 20 miles beyond Alexandria, with its 
eastern extremity touching the western mouth of the Nile, 
where it falls into the sea at Bosetta. The roadstead, which 
extends in a deep curve, is traversed about three miles from 
the shore by a long sand-bank, on which there is only 24 feet 
of water, which therefore is insufficient to float large ships 
of war. About two miles from Aboukir Castle on the 
mainland, is a small island (then called Aboukir Island, but 
since named after Nelson), also surrounded by shoals, which 
extend from it nearly a mile seawards. A bjittery was 
erected on this island, and some bomb-vessels and gunboats 
were also placed to annoy an enemy entering the bay. 

The headmost of the French ships, which were moored 
in single line, was distant about two miles from Aboukir 
Island, with a distance of rather more than two ships’ 
lengths, or about 160 yards, between each. The edge of 
the shoal in sliore was concave, while the French line was 
convex, the centre, which was occupied by the admiral’s 
flagship, being consequently further distant from the shore 
than the extremities. Each ship was moored and provided 
with a stream cable to enable her to “ spring her ” broadside, 
or bring it to bear on the enemy. 
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Witlj the intuition of genius, the thought struck Nelson 
that, a| the French men-of-war were moored at two ships* 
lengths from each other, where there was room for a French 
ship to swing there was room for one of ours to anchor ; 
he therefore determined to adopt a suggestion, attributed to 
Captain Foley of the GolwJOhy to pass, if practicable, between^ 
the French and the shore, and engage the enemy on their 
landward broadsides. 

The following is a list of French ships in the order in 
which they appeared as they were moored in line ahead, on 
the eventful 1st August, 1798. 

Guns. 


74 

80 

120 

80 
74 [ 


Guerrier. 

Conqudramt, 

Spartiate, 

Aquihn. 

Peuple SouveraiiiL 
Franklin. 

Orient^* flag of Admiral Bmeya, and having on board 
Hear- Admiral Ganteanme and Commodore Casa Bianca. 
Ton/nant 
Heurem. 

Mercure, 


80 GuiXUimme Tell, flag of Bear-Admiral Villenenve. 

. f GMrem. 

1 TvmoUon. 


Frigates : Diane and Jttsiice, 40 guns ; Art^mise and SMeuee, 30 
gnns. Two brigs, 3 bomb-vessels, and several gunboats. 


At 3 o’clock in the afternoon, Nelson made the signal to 
iiichor, followed an hour later by one to anchor by the 
.stern, for which preparation had already been made by each 
ship passing a cable out of one of her gunroom ports, and 
bending it to an anchor. The next signal was to attack the 
enemy’s centre, and at 5*30, the ships were directed to form 
in line ahead and astern of the admiral. Captain Hood in 
the Zealous being ordered to lead. The following was the 
order in which the fleet now advanced : — Zealous, Goliath, 
Orion, Audacious, Theseus, Vanguard, Minotaur, Defence, 
Bellerophon, Majestic, Leander ; the Culloden some dis- 
tance to the northward, and the Alexandria and Swiftsure, 
a still greater distance to the westward, but coming up 

* The U Orient was formerly known as the Sans Culotte, bat was 
re-named in honour of this expedition. 
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under a press of sail. Captain Hood had no chart )o guide 
him, but by keeping the lead constantly and carefulli going, 
he conducted the ships towards the enemy ; ronniiig the 
shoal off Aboukir Island, as closely as the depth of water 
permitted, he bore away with a favourable breeze from the 
, north-north- west on his starboard beam. 

At 6, the British ships hoisted their colours, displaying 
also union-jacks in various parts of the rigging ; 20 minutes 
later tlie enemy hoisted the tricolour, the terrier and Corir 
gu^ant at the same time opening their fire on the Goliath^ 
which now headed the line, and Zecdmis, which ships were 
some distance in advance of the remainder of the fleet, while 
shells were also thrown at them from the island and bomb- 
vessels. 

Uur ships now engaged the enemy in the following order^ 
each captain selecting an antagonist, Nelson himself taking 
up a position in the centre of the line as it bore down on 
the enemy. The Goluxth^ crossing the head of the French 
line, raked the Gutrri&r^ and then steered for the larboard 
or iriiKjr bow of that ship ; but, having run out too great 
a scoj)e of cable, the anchor did not bring her up along- 
side the Guerrier, and she reached the larboard quaHer of 
the Conquerant, with which ship she became hotly engaged, 
occasionally also receiving the fire of the Smeuse, 36-gun 
frigate, stationed still closer to the shore than the line-of- 
battle ships. 

Captain Hood, in the Zealous, dropped his anchor in five 
fathoms of water on the larboard bow, and inside of the 
Guenrx&r. The sun was just sinking below the horizon in 
all the glory and colour of an Eastern sunset, as the Jhitish 
74 shot away the foremast of the Guerrier, an auspicious 
commencement of the memorable action, which was greeted 
with loud cheers from the whole British fleet. 

The Audacious, says Allen, to whose account of the battle 
we are greatly indebted, steered for the stem of the Gu&rrier, 
but brought up head to wind, within fifty yards of tho 
Gonquh'anis larboard bow, which ship she continued ta 
engage. 

The Theseus, following the track of tho Zealous and 
Goliath, passed between those ships and their opponents, 
and anchored by the stern about three hundred yards out 
the inshore side of the Spartiate, 
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The Calmly having passed nnder the stem of the Zealous^ 
was run|iing down to take np her station, when the Serieuse 
frigate had the temerity to open fire upon her. Taking a 
wider sweep, Sir James Saumarez ran down the frigate, dis- 
masting her and driving her on to a shoal, when she filled 
with water and became a wreck. The Orion then brought up 
head to wind, a little abaft the beam of the Peuph Souverain, 

Now came Nelson in the Vanguard, Instead of follow- 
ing the last ship and bringing-to inside the French line, 
ho edged away for the enemy’s centre ; leading his remain- 
ing ships outside the hostile line, he thus placed the enemy 
between two fires, and insured the destruction that so swiftly 
overtook them. The Vanguard^ having in passing down 
sustained a heavy raking fire from the starboard broadsides 
of the enemy’s van, at 6*40 brought up about eighty 
yards on the outside beam of the Sparliate, already engaged 
with the Theseus, 

The Minotawr anchored abreast of the AquUon^ and 
twenty minutes later, the Defence also brought up alongside 
the Peuple Semverain, engaged on the inner side by the 
Orion, A little after seven, the Bellerop}u)n gallantly took 
up her station alongside the three-decker DOHent, flying 
the flag of the French commander-in-chief. She was closely 
followed by the Majestic, which also brought up by the 
stern within musket-shot of the T(mnanl, 

The next ship, the Gulloden, to the indescribable grief 
of her commander, Captain Troubridge, and her crew, was 
unable to get into action at all, owing to her having 
grounded upon a reef olF the island of Aboukir, where she 
remained until two in the following morning, notwithstand- 
ing every exertion of her gallant officers and men to get her 
oft-. 

The Swifisure did not get into action till eight o’clock, 
by which time the Belleropkon, overpowered by her huge 
antagonist, had been dismasted. After losing one-third of 
his men, Captain Darby was forced to retire. In doing so, 
the Belleropkon nearly came to signal grief. When it began 
to get dark. Nelson had signalled the fleet to hoist four 
lights horizontally in order that they might be distinguished 
from the French ; but the Belleropkon-, having lost all her 
masts, was of course in no condition to obey the order. Thus 
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it happened that on coming into action, the Swifts^e almost 
ran aboard her, and the crew of the latter, not sefnng the 
four lights, were just about to pour a broadside into her, 
when Captain Hallowell checked them till he could hail 
her ; the answering hail stayed the iron rain of shot, and 
the BeUeroplion was spared the awful fate which so nearly 
overtook her. The Swifimre now clewed up her sails, and 
dropping her stern anchor, took up her station about a hun- 
dred yards on the starboard bow of the Orient, not far from 
the berth just vacated by the Bellerophon, 

The frigate Leander had been detained by endeavouring 
to assist the Gulhdm, but she now arrived on the scene of 
strife, and her gallant captain, having previously obtained 
permission of Nelson to take a place in the line of battle, 
anchored athwart the hawse of the Franklin, a position in 
which he was enabled to do great execution not only to 
his immediate antagonist, but also to the ship astern of 
the Franklin. 

The last ship to arrive, the Alexandra, brought up soon 
after eight, on the larboard, or inshore quarter of the 
Orient. 

Thus the whole of the British fleet, with the exception of 
the Culloden, was engaged, while the French ships, Ileureux, 
Mercure, Tiiiioleon, Guillaume Tell, and Ghi^reux, were 
unable to take part in the action, which was an exempli- 
fication of the great Napoleonic theory, put in practice by 
the “ Napoleon of the sea,” of attacking and overwhelming 
the enemy in detail. We will now proceed to narrate the 
incidents of the battle. 

The Guerrier, having been raked by three ships in suc- 
cession, and closely engaged by the Zealous, lost her three 
masts, and, her guns being silenced, was compelled to sur- 
render at nine o’clock. Besides losing all her masts, her 
bowsprit and figure-head were shot away, her hull was 
shattered, and 400 of her ship’s company were killed and 
wounded \ on the other hand, the Zealous, owing to the 
admirable position she had taken up, only had seven men 
wounded. 

The CowpiArard, the first ship to strike, after receiv- 
ing the fire of passing ships, was engaged by the Goliath 
and Audacums, and quickly reduced to a wreck ; she lost 
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her for^ and mizen-masts, and having her mainmast in a 
totterii^ state, and a vast number of her crew killed and 
wounded (among the former being her captain), was com- 
pelled to surrender in about twelve minutes. The gunnery 
that reduced a ship of the line to so desperate a condition 
in so short a time must have been rapid and effective, to a ' 
degree almost incredible. In the conflict her opponents 
suffered not inconsiderably ; the Goliath lost 21 killed and 
40 wounded, the Audacious one killed and 35 wounded. 

The Spwrtiate was exposed to the Are of the Theseus on 
one side, and the Vanguard on the other, and was gallantly 
fought until, her masts having fallen, she surrendered, at 
about 9 p.m. The British flagship had taken up a position 
which exposed her to a raking fire from the AquUony as 
well as to the broadsides of the Spa/rtiate, and experienced 
the heavy loss of 30 killed and 76 wounded. Among the 
latter was the hero whose death would have spared the foe 
the crushing humiliation of Trafalgar. 

The battle had lasted about two hours, and Kelson was 
on his quarter-deck scanning a rough sketch of the Bay 
of Aboukir, which had been found in a prize recently 
taken by the Swiftsure^ when a piece of langridge shot 
struck him on the forehead, inflicting a deep wound, and 
injuring the bone. As the tom flesh fell over his remaining 
eye, the sudden darkness and intense pain of the wound in- 
duced the belief that the injury was mortal ; and as he fell 
into the arms of Captain Berry, who happened to be stand- 
ing by, he exclaimed, “ I am killed ! Beinember mo to my 
wife ! ’* He was carried down into the cockpit, and the 
surgeon at once left the wounded man whom he had under 
his hand at the time of the arrival of the illustrious patient. 
But even in this moment of mortal peril (as he thought), the 
admiral, with that imseliish nobleness which endeared him 
to his men, signed the surgeon away, exclaiming, “ Ko, I will 
take my turn with my brave fellows.” When his turn came, 
a brief examination of the wound satisfied the surgeon that, 
however painful, it was not dangerous. Thereupon Nelson 
had his head bound up, and proceeded at once on deck. 

Meantime the Spartiate had stmek to the Varujua/td^ and 
in less than half an hour the Aquilon^ which, though engaged 
with the Minotaur on the starboard, and for some time 
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by the Theseus on the larboard side, maintained a fihe upon 
the flagship, surrendered to the former 74, though ijot until 
she had been dismasted, and had lost her captain, M. 
Thevenard, killed. 

The PeupU Souverdin was engaged with the Befenee^ 
i and was also exposed to the raking broadsides of the Orion, 
which had anchored on the French ship’s larboard quai-ter. 
At length, having lost her fore and mainmasts, and her 
cable having been cut by a shot, she dropped out of the 
line, but anchored again about 400 yards from the Orient. 
She experienced severe losses in killed and wounded, among 
the former being the captain, M. Raccord. 

The Franklin, which had sustained the raking fire of the 
Leawler, was engaged by the Defence after the Peuple 
Souverain had quitted the line. 

The scene must have been superlatively grand, as each 
flash of the 2,000 guns, so incessantly worked, illumined the 
darkness of night j but the tongues of flame darting out ot 
the muzzles of so many cannon oflered a feeble and uncer- 
tain light in comparison with the brilliant glare that was 
soon to make all clear as noonday. 

We have in these pages detailed more than one instance 
of a ship blowing up in battle ; it must be a sufficiently 
awful spectacle in the sunlight, but how grand during the 
dark hours of night ! This catastrophe now befel the Orient, 
a name arousing painful associations such as are linked with 
many noble ships in our service, which have sustained a 
like calamity in battle. Within the first hour of the 
action, Admiral Brueys received two wounds, and at 8 
o’clock, as he was descending from the poop to the quarter- 
deck, a round shot nearly cut him in two. Though sufier- 
ing from the agony of this mortal wound, the gallant admiral 
refused to be carried below, and with his last breath desired 
to be suffered to die on the deck. Here he lingered a 
quarter of an hour, and his heroic spirit passed away, not 
long before death in another form would have seized him 
had he lived. Commodore Casa Bianca was badly wounded, 
just as the admiral breathed his last, and met the fate that 
awaited the greater part of the crew. At 9 o’clock the three- 
decker was perceived to be on fire in the mizen-chains, and 
the flames were soon observed to spread with great rapidity* 
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The fire is said to have been caused hj the wadding of the 
guns of ^he British ships setting fire to some empty oil- 
cans and paint-buckets, which had been left on the poop by 
the men who had been painting the ship^s side on the 
morning of the action. The general supposition in the British 
fleet was, that the catastrophe owed its origin to the ignition 
of some of the unextinguishable combustible materials 
employed by the French, some of which were thrown on 
board several ships, and were also found in the prizes. What- 
ever the cause, the flames spread with great rapidity, and 
ascending the rigging, quickly enveloped the ship. The 
fiery mass illumined the sky, presenting a spectacle of 
indescribable grandeur, and lighting up every object as in 
broad daylight. 

On the intelligence reaching Nelson, who was still under 
the surgeon’s hands, he at once hastened on deck, and 
ordered the boats to be despatched to succour the crew from 
the horrible fate impending over them. Little, however, 
could be done to rescue the unfortunate seamen ; the flames 
burst with too fierce a glow to allow our boats to approach 
the huge floating castle. About 70 of her men and officers, 
including Rear-Admiral Ganteaume, were all that were 
saved, most of them being picked up by our boats, the 
rear-admiral escaping in a boat belonging to the Salamine 
brig. The ship continued to brnn until about 10 o’clock, 
when the fire having caught the magazine, the Orient blew 
up, producing an effect to which nothing similar is re- 
corded in the history of naval war. So tremendous was the 
explosion that the seams of the surrounding ships were 
opened and they sustained other considerable injuries ; the 
sea heaved violently, the waves rose high upon the shores, 
and the batteries and castles around shook with the mighty 
concussion. 

For several minutes after this catastrophe there was a 
dead silence; both victors and vanquished, awe-strickon, 
stayed their ^nds in the dread work of destruction ! Tlio 
boldest heart in the fleet manned by England’s bravest sons, 
paid this involuntary homage to the gallant spirits who, in 
that instant, had been sent to their last account. But pre- 
sently the deathlike stillness was broken by the sound of 
falling spars and burning debris^ which showered on all the 
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surrounding ships, carrying danger and death with them in 
their fall. r 

The Tonnomt, Umreux, and Mercure had cut their cables 
before the explosion took place, but the FrardclirHs deck was 
covered by the burning fragments, and she was set on fire 
in several places. Our ships, the Alexander, Swiftsv/re, and 
Orion, which were nearest the Ori&rd, escaped without much 
injury, owing in a measure to their proximity, and also to 
their captains having taken such precautions that the 
blazing particles that fell on their decks were speedily 
extinguished. 

The silence was first broken by the FrtmhUn firing into 
the Beferuee and Smftsure, then on her starboard bow and 
quarter ; but the fire of these ships, coupled with that of 
the Orion on the other side, soon reduced her to an un- 
manageable state. She continued the unequal fight until 
two in the morning with signal gallantry, but at length her 
main and mizen-masts having gone over the side, and moi’e 
than half her crew having fallen, she struck her colours. 

The Tonnant, which was committing great havoc on board 
the SwifLmre, which was unable to make an effective reply 
owing to the position of the Alexander on the other side of 
the I'onnant, was chiefly engaged with the Majeatw, and she 
continued the action until three in the morning, when the 
British seventy-four lost her main and mizen-masts. Shortly 
afterwards, the Tonnan^s three masts went over the side, 
disabling most of her guns j but she veered her cable, and 
quitting Jher antagonist, took up a position ahead of the 
GuUlaume Tell and other ships. The TonnamJSs gallant 
captain, M. du Petit Tliouars, had both his arms and one 
leg shot away, but with the gallantry that distinguished all 
the commanders of the French ships, his last dying words 
were an order on no account to surrender, a command which 
was religiously observed as long as any hope of successful 
resistance remained. At four a.m., when daylight began to 
break, the firing was resumed by the Tonnemt and by the 
three ships which, from their position in the rear of the 
French line had not been yet engaged, the Guillaume Tell, 
Gmh^eux, and the British seventy-fours, 

and Majestic, supported by the Theseus and Goliath, bore 
down to engage them, upon which the four French ships. 
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accompanied by the two frigates, Justice and DianCj got 
under weigh. At this time the frigate Artemise, having 
struck h^r colours to the Tlieseua^ which fired into her, was 
perceived to be on fire, and soon afterwards blew up. 

The four French line-of-battle ships dropped to leeward out 
of the bay, and were soon beyond gunshot ; but at six a.m., 
observing that they meditated an attack upon the dismasted 
BeUeroplion, the Zealous^ Goliath^ and Theseus were ordered 
to proceed to her assistance. The Alexcmder and the two 
latter, together with the Leander frigate, stood towards the 
Mercure and Ileureux^ which had both grounded to the 
southward of the bay, and soon compelled them to sun*ender. 
A little later, the Timoleon ran on shore, losing her fore- 
mast by the shock; she was afterwards set on fire, and 
destroyed by her crew, who then escaped to shore. 

At about 11 a.m. the Gudlaume Tell, bearing the fiag of 
Rear-Admiral Villeneuve, who was destined once more to 
meet Nelson on an occasion of even greater historic import- ■ 
ance than this battle of Aboukir Bay, and the Ghiereux, 
with the two frigates, Diane and Justice, made all sail to the 
north-east. The Zealous, which had continued to pursue 
them single-handed, hauled close up, and passing within 
musket-shot received the fire of the four retreating ships ; 
Hood would have followed them up, but Nelson, not having 
any ships in a condition to chase, owing to the damages aloft 
sustained by them, recalled him by signal. 

The Tonvant, which was still flying her colours on the 
stump of her mizen-mast, was compelled to surrender on the 
3rd August to the Theseus and Leander, and thus the destruc- 
tion and dispersion of the French fleet was completed. Of the 
13 sail comprising that fleet, nine line-of-battle ships had 
been captured and two destroyed ; and of the frigates two 
had been sunk. The batteries on the island of Aboukir were 
also taken on the 6th August, and their guns were removed 
to our ships. 

The following were the losses sustained by the British 
fleet, which, making a total of less than 900, were smaller 
than the number who perished on board the Orient alone. 

Golioith, one mate, one midshipman, and 19 men killed ; 
one lieutenant, two midshipmen, and 37 men wounded. 

Zealous, one seaman killed and seven wounded. 
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Orion^ 13 killed ; Captain Sir James Saumarez, the boat- 
fiwain, three midshipmen, and 11 men wounded. 

AvdammSy one killed ; one lieutenant, the gumer, and 
33 wounded. 

Theseus, five killed ; one lieutenant and 29 wounded. 

Vangua/rd, the captain of marines, two midshipmen, and 
27 men killed; Bear- Admiral Sir Horatio Nelson, two 
lieutenants, the admiral’s secretary, the boatswain, two 
midshipmen, and 68 men wounded. 

Minotaur, one lieutenant, one mate, and 21 men killed ; 
one lieutenant, one lieutenant of marines, one second master, 
one midshipman, and 60 men wounded. 

Defence, four killed and 11 wounded. 

Bellerophon, three lieutenants, one master’s mate, and 45 
men killed ; Captain Darby, the master, the captain of 
marines, the boatswain, one midshipman, and 143 men 
wounded. 

Majestic, Captain Bichard B. Westcott, the boatswain, 
one midshipman, and 47 men killed; two midshipmen, a 
olerk, and 140 men wounded. 

Alieoca/nder, one lieutenant and 1 3 men killed; the captain of 
marines, the master, two midsliipmen, and 53 men wounded. 

Swiftsure, seven men killed; one midshipman, and 21 
men wounded. 

Leander, 14 men wounded. 

Our ships sustained no very considerable damage consi- 
dering the severity of the struggle. 

The Bdleroplwn was dismasted and dreadfully shattered 
in every part. 

The Majestic had lost her main and mizen-masts; the 
Defence her fore-topmast ; the A^exanc^her mizen-topmast, 
and fore and main topgallant-masts, and two days after the 
battle, her main-topmast, as also that of the Goliaih, went over 
the side in consequence of the injuries received in the action. 

The Nile deservedly ranks as perhaps the greatest victory 
ever achieved by the British navy. This is not so much 
attributable to the superiority in ships and weight of metal 
of the French fleet, as to the strength of the position they 
occupied. Admiral Brueys regarded it as nearly impreg- 
nable, even were an attack directed against it by day, 
while he considered an offensive movement conducted by 
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night as -wliolly impracticable. It would be impossible in- 
deed to over-praise Nelson's conduct, or that of his fleet on 
this memorable occasion ; every captain knew his duty and 
performed it, and Nelson appreciated their worth at its 
proper value, and with the generosity that distinguished 
him, lost no opportunity of expressing his sense of their 
services. In a letter to Lord Howe he speaks of them en- 
thusiastically. “ The band of brothers, each as I may have 
occasion to mention them, must call forth my gratitude and 
admiration.” And again, ‘‘ My band of friends was irre- 
sistible.” 

Allen, in his encomiums on the professional ability dis- 
played by the great admiral, says : — “ Without one excep- 
tion, the victory in Aboukir Bay is the grandest on record. 
Whether we take into consideration the determination, the 
ability, or the vigour displayed, or the result, the battle 
stands unrivalled, and will probably ever remain so. Not 
a blemish or the slightest insinuation to the prejudice of one 
ship is or has ever been mooted ; and this was probably 
caused by the clearness of the admiral's plans. Each cap- 
tain knew perfectly well beforehand the wish of the admiral, 
and gallantly strove to further it. Success, brilliant and 
unprecedented, attended such a union, and such will ever 
be the effect of unanimity and skill. The gallant crews of 
the British by constant exercising, had attained to such a 
degree of excellence in point of gunnery, as will perhaps 
never be surpassed.” 

Nelson ordered a public thanksgiving to Almighty God 
for the victory with which He had blessed his Majesty's 
arms ; ho himself held divine service on board the Varigua/rd 
attvro o'clock that day, and recommended the fleet to follow 
his example. 

On the following morning, he forwarded duplicate de- 
spatches to England announcing the victory. One, for Earl 
St. Vincent at Cadiz, was entrusted to Captain Berry, who 
was directed to proceed on board the Leander, and the 
other was given to his signal lieutenant, the Hon. Thomas 
Bladen Capel, who was promoted to the command of the 
Mutine^ and ordered to proceed direct to the Admiralty 
in England. Commander Hardy, of the Mutine, was also 
‘‘posted” to the Vemgua/rd^ vice Captain Berry. 
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On the 14th August the Onon, Bellerophon, Minotmr^ 
Defence^ Avdacious, Theseus^ and Majestic, escorting the 
prizes, FranMin, Tonnant, AquUon, Ccmqmrant, Peuple 
Souverain, and Spartiate, which had been jury-rij|ged and 
refitted with the utmost despatch, the whole under com- 
mand of Sir James Saumarez in the Orion, weighed and 
proceeded to England. The three remaining captured 
ships, Ileureiix, Guerrier, and M&rcure being found wholly 
nnscaworthy, were burnt. Nelson intended remaining 
some little time off Alexandria, but a despatch from Lord 
St. Vincent called him westward, and he sailed on the 19th 
August for Naples with the Vanguard, Alexander, and Cullo- 
den, which Captain Troubridge had by great exertions been 
enabled to get off the rocks, leaving Captain Hood with 
the Zealous, Goliath, and Swiftsure, and some frigates, to 
cruise off Alexandria, with the object of intercepting sup- 
plies for Buonaparte^s army. 

An amusing anecdote is related of Nelson, wffo received 
on board the Vangivard Rear-Admiral Blanquet and the 
seven surviving captains of the captured French ships, and 
entertained them with characteristic hospitality. A few 
days after they had embarked on board the admirafs ship, 
these officers, who were all wounded, were as usual dining 
with him, when Nelson, half-blind from the injury to his 
eye, not thinking what he was about, offered to one captain, 
who had lost most of his teeth by a musket-ball, a case 
of tooth-picks ; on discovering his error, the gallant admiral 
became excessively confused, and in his trepidation, handed 
his snuff-box to the captain on his right, who had lost his 
nose. 

Great exultation was displayed at home on receipt of the 
news of the victory of the Nile. Pitt was desirous of creating 
Nelson a viscount, but, as ho said in a letter to Lord Hood, 
it was objected to in a certain quarter, because he was 
not commander-in-chief,*' a pretext which Lord Hood 
denounced, as well he might, as “a flimsy reason;” 
‘‘for,” said the gallant admiral in a letter to Nelson, 
“your lordship stood in the situation of commander- 
in-chief at the mouth of the Nile. You could not 
possibly receive advice or assistance at the distance of 
near 1,000 leagues from Earl St. Vincent.” Nelson was 
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accordingly created Baron Nelson of the Nile and of 
Burnham Thorpe in Norfolk, with a pension for himself 
and his tivo next heirs male, of £2,000 per annum. This 
acknowledgment was inadequate as compared with the 
hereditary rewards bestowed on Sir John Jervis and 
Admiral Duncan, who moreover received a pension of 
£1,000 year from the Irish Parliament, which in this 
instance contented itself with passing Nelson a unanimous 
vote of thanks. The East-India Company showed their 
appreciation of the great services he had rendered in 
thwarting Napoleon’s designs on their Indian possessions, 
by a grant of £10,000 ; foreign sovereigns, as the Sultan, 
the King of Sardinia, and the Emperor of Bussia, con- 
ferred valuable gifts upon him, while the King of Naples 
subsequently created him Duke of Bronte, in Sicily, with 
the domains of that name worth £3,000 a year. Gold 
medals were presented to his lordship and to each of his 
captains, and the first lieutenants were promoted to the 
rank of commander. The amount paid for the purchase 
of the prizes into the navy, including the three ships burnt 
at Aboukir, was, according to custom, distributed among 
the seamen of the fleet, a further sum of 2,000 sequins 
being given by the Sultan to the wounded of Nelson’s own 
ship, the Yanguan'd, 

On the arrival of Sir James Saumarez at Gibraltar, the 
J^euple Souverain was found unfit to proceed to England, 
and being renamed the Guerrierj was converted into a 
guard-ship. The five other prizes arrived safely at Ply- 
mouth, and were received into the navy, the FrarJdin being 
renamed the Canopus. 
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CHAPTER XY. 

1798-1799. 

Action between the Leomdert 50, and Le Qdndreux^ 74, on the 18th 
August, 1798 — The Capture and Dispersion of Commodore Bompart'a 
squadron — Duels between Ships, and moYementa of the Mediterra- 
nean and Channel Fleets during the year 1798 — Operations at Naples 
and on the coast of Italy, 1799 — The Defence of Acre by Sir 
Sydney Smith. 

The Leander, 50, whicli, tliough a frigate, had fought such 
a good fight in the line of battle at the Nile, was not 
destined to reach Cadiz with the despatches intrusted by 
Nelson to Captain Berry for the commandcr-in-chief. 

On the 18tli August, when becalmed off the west end of 
the island of Candia, a large ship was discovered at day- 
break, standing towards her. The stranger, which brought 
a fine breeze up with her, was soon identified as the 
GhierewXy 74, one of the two ships of the line which had 
escaped after the battle of the Nile, Notwithstanding the 
great disparity of force, which would have excused his sur- 
rendering, Captain Thompson, on the Gen^eux arriving 
within half-gunshot of his ship, returned her fire. 

The action began at ten o’clock, and, after a cannonade of 
half an hour’s duration, the GenereuXy being abreast of the 
LeandeTy put her helm up and ran her aboard on the lar- 
board bow ; then, droi)ping alongside, the French commander 
made several attempts to board. These, however, were 
gallantly foiled by the Leander's small-arm men on the 
quarter-deck, and the marines, and the French boarders 
were every time driven back with great loss. A light air 
now separated the ships, and the 74 driving ahead of the 
frigate, wore round on the starboard tack across her bows. 
The latter had by this time lost her mizen-mast, which had 
fallen over the starboard bow, her fore-topmast over the 
larboard bow, and her fore and main yards, which lay across 
the booms. Notwithstanding the almost helpless condition 
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to whicli slie had been thus reduced, her gallant tars kept 
up a spirited fire, and she now succeeded, under the sprit- 
sail alone, in crossing the stem of her huge antagonist, and 
poured a raking fire into her with great efiect. It soon 
again fell calm, and Captain Thompson continued the 
unequal conflict until 3*30, when a breeze springing up, ^ 
the was enabled to take up a position, on the ' 

frigate’s larboard bow, which placed her absolutely at her 
mercy. A continuance of the conflict being now impossible, 
Captains Thompson and Berry both agreed that there was 
no option but to surrender. The coloui's wore accordingly 
hauled down, and the boats of both ships being shattered 
with shot, the boatswain and a midshipman swam from the 
French ship, and took possession of the frigate. The Lmrvi&r^ 
besides having only the remains of her fore and mainmasts 
and bowsprit left standing, had lost heavily in killed and 
wounded. Among the former were three midshipmen and 
32 men, while the wounded included her gallant captain (hit 
in three places), Captain Edward Berry, two lieutenants, 
the master, boatswain, one master’s mate, one midshipman, 
and 50 men. She had at the time of the action one lieu- 
tenant, one midshipman, and 50 men absent in one of the 
prizes captured at Aboukir ; so that she lost one-third of her 
gallant crew of 282 men and boys. Let us contrast these 
casualties with the losses sustained by the GemreuXy as 
also the weight of metal and complement of men of the re- 
spective ships, and we shall not be far wrong in expressing 
an opinion that a more gallant feat of arms has never been 
performed by the warriors of any nation. 

The French 74 had, it appears, received on board a part 
of the crew of the TwwUony and consequently her crew 
amounted to 936 men, of which number she lost no less than 
100 killed and 180 wounded, — equal to the entire comple- 
ment of the frigate. The broadside of the latter, moreover, 
weighed 432 lb., that of the GeviJ^eti/Xy 1,024 lb. 

Commodore Lejoille, the French captain, behaved with 
great brutality to his prisoners, stripping the sailors and 
officers of their money and clothing. He even refused to per- 
mit the Leanden^s surgeon to extract the ball from Captain 
Thompson’s arm, and it was done by stealth after the 
irmdm arrival at Corfu. The crew of the British frigate, 
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though prisoners of war, were compelled to work, and were 
half-starved ; but when the commodore sought to induce 
some of them to assist in fighting the through 

a Turco-Russian squadron blockading the port, an honest 

main-topman indignantly replied, “ No, you French 

rascal; give ua back our little ship, and we’ll fight you 
again till we sink ! ” 

On the arrival in England of Captain Thompson and the 
greater part of his crew, a court-martial for their trial was 
assembled at Sheemess on the 19 th December; but of course 
the only result was that they were acquitted, and the Court 
came to the unanimous conclusion that their gallant conduct 
reflected the highest honour on them and their country. 
Sir Edward Berry, who, as Nelson’s flag captain and the 
bearer of the despatches, had been knighted on the 10th, 
also received the thanks of the Court. Captain Thompson, 
on his return to the shore, was cheered from all the shii)s in 
the harbour, and the Government expressed their sense of 
his heroism by knighting him. 

The chief naval event of this year, after the battle of the 
Nile, was the utter defeat of a French squadron which took 
part in the abortive attempt to assist the Irish rebels, 
who rose against the British Government in 1798, and 
deluged that island with blood. In August a squadron of 
four ships, under Commodore Savary, succeeded in landing 
in Killala Bay a small French force, commanded by General 
Humbert, who, however, was soon compelled to suri’ender 
to General Lake. On the 16th September, Commodore 
Bompart was despatched from Brest with the following 
ships, having on board 3,000 soldiers destined for a descent 
on the Irish coast. 


Guns. 


74 Hoche. 

^ ImimrtaUU, 
46 < Bomaine. 
Loire, 

36 Bellone, 


Guns. 

^ Coquille, 

3 Erribuseade, 
^^IBiSsolue. 

Sohooner, Biche, 


On the day after leaving Brest, this squadron was sighted 
by the British 38-gun frigates Boadicea^ Captain Keats, and 
JSthalion^ Captain Countess, and while the fonnor made sail 
in search of Lord Bridport, the latter closely watched the 
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movements of the enemy. The Ethalim was soon joined by 
the Amdia^ 38, Captain Herbert, and Amon, 44, Captain 
Durham* and, on the 11th October, sighted a British 
squadron, composed of the following ships, which were 
cruising off the Donegal coast. 


Gons. 

( Canada Oommodore Sir John Borlaee Warren, Bart. 

i Robust Captain Edward Thornborongh. 

80 Fovdroyant „ Sir Thomas Byard. 

44 Magnanime „ Hon. Michael de Courcy. 

36 Mclampus „ Graham Moore. 


The British frigates, in consequence of the bad weather, 
had lost sight of the French squadron, but discovered them 
off Tory Island the same day they were joined by Sir J. B. 
Warren. As night came on, the wind freshened into a gale, 
carrying away the mizen-mast and main and maintopsail-yards 
of the Anson, and the main-topmast and fore and mizen top- 
gallant-masts of the French flag-ship Hoche, On the morning 
of the 12th, both squadrons were greatly scattered ; but about 
seven, the British formed in line astern of the Rohiist, 
the French being hemmed in with the land about Donegal 
Bay. Commodore Bompart then formed his ships in line ahead 
in the following order ; Semillante, Romaine, BeUone, Immor- 
talite, Loire, Hoche, Resolue, Coquitle, and Emhuscade. At a 
quarter to eight, the Rohiist, being on tlie enemy’s weather 
quarter, passed under the stem of the Emhuscade, and 
mnging up to leeward, opened fire upon the French fiag-ship. 
The Magnaninie quickly followed, and passing the Robust 
to leeward, was soon engaged with the Loire, ImmortaMte, 
and Bellone, A few broadsides put them to flight, when she 
placed herself athwart the bows of the Hoefis. At 10*50, 
the 74 having lost a great part of her crew and 25 guns 
dismounted, hauled down her colours, after a most gallant 
and protracted resistance. The Emhuscade also surrendered, 
but the Coquille made sail after the other three frigates. They 
were pursued, and the Bellone, after engaging the Melampis, 
whose masts she disabled, and keeping up a running fight of 
nearly two hours with the Ethalion, struck her colours to 
the latter, having sustained a loss of 20 killed and 45 
wounded. The Coquille was engaged by the Mehmvpm, and 
compelled to strike. The Anson, which, in consequence of 
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her crippled condition, had only now amved up, received 
the fire of the remaining French ships, as they niade sail 
away, to which she replied with spirit. The total loss of 
the British squadron whs only 13 killed and 75 wounded ; 
that of the French amounted to 462. 

Two (lays later, the Immortalite and liesolue were chased 
by the Melcmipus, and the latter surrendered, after a short 
action. The Loire was also captured on the 18th October by 
the Anson, assisted by the Kanga/roo, 18-gun brig. She had 
been engaged three days before with the Mermaid, 32, and the 
Kangaroo, but had managed to escape, notwithstanding the 
gallant manner in which the Mermaid, s, small 12-pounder 
frigate with only 200 men, engaged her singly alter the 
Kangaroo had dropped astern. On the occasion of her 
capture, the Loire lost, out of her crew of 624 men, 48 killed 
and 70 wounded. 

On the 20th October, the Immortalite was engaged by the 
38-gun frigate Fisgard, Captain Thomas Byam Martin, and, 
after a hotly-contested action of four hours, during which 
the French frigate made vain attempts to escape by directing 
her efforts to crippling her adversary aloft, was com- 
pelled to strike : it was a glorious victory, and most 
creditable to Captain Martin and his crew. The Immorta- 
lite lost her mizen-mast, and was otherwise greatly damaged 
in hull and masts, while she had her captain and first lieu- 
tenant, two officers, and 54 men killeci, and 61 wounded. 
The Fisgard, when the action terminated, had five feet of 
water in the hold, and had lost 10 killed and one officer 
and 25 wounded. Thus only two ships out of the entire 
squadron of Commodore Bompart, namely the Romaine, 40^ 
and Semillante, 36, got safely back to port. 

Small expeditions were sent, during the course of 1798, to 
various points of the enemy’s coasts and colonial possessions, 
and the efforts thus made were generally crowned with 
success. 

The military portion of a force employed, under Captain 
Home Popham ^d Major-General Eyre Coote, to effect a 
descent on the coast of the Netherlands, met with failure, 
and was compelled to surrender ; but this was more than 
counterbalanced by the defeat of an attempt of the French 
to recover the isles of Marcouf, off the coast of Normandy. 
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Though attacking in greatly superior force, the enemy were 
driven off with the loss of 1,200 men. 

Hostilities were also carried on in the West Indies ; but 
they were of no great importance. The large and fertile island 
of St. Domingo was abandoned to the able native chieftain 
Toussaint TOuverture, with whom General Maitland con- , 
eluded an agreement ceding the island ; but the step was 
taken from political considerations, and the French, whom 
we had ousted in 1793-94, were not concerned in it. An 
attempt on the part of the Spaniards to possess themselves 
of our settlements in the Bay of Honduras, met with a 
signal defeat at the hands of Captain Moss and a small force 
of sailors and soldiers. 

Nelson was the only officer who achieved any striking 
success in the Mediterranean in 1798. Hood performed 
good and gallant service off Alexandria with Jiis squadron, 
capturing some vessels and blockading a French squadron 
superior to his own. In the latter pai*t of the year he was 
superseded by Sir Sydney Smith, who having been made a 
prisoner under circumstances already detailed, had escaped 
from Paris in May, after a long captivity in the Temple. 
The island of Minorca was reduced by General C. Stuart, 
with a small force. Commodore Duckworth co-operating 
with a squadron of three ships of the line, three frigates, 
and some smaller vessels. 

Of actions between single ships, the following were the 
most remarkable : — The capture of the C/teri privateer, of 
26 guns and 230 men, by the Pomone, Captain Beynolds, 
when the former lost 15 killed and 19 wounded, and sank 
shortly after her capture \ the captiu’e of the Betsy privateer, 
of 16 guns, by the Kimjfislmy 18, Captain Pierrepoint, after 
an action of two hours’ duration. A very gallant affair was 
the capture of the French six-gun schooner Bhiree, by the 
pinnace of the Bahet^ having only 12 men, commanded by 
Lieutenant Pym, who, out of his small crew, had two killed 
and six wounded, including himself and the midshipman of 
the boat. Early in the year the Melampus^ 36, Captain 
Moore, captured the Yolage^ 22, after a short action. The 
14-gun \mg Speedy engaged and caused to retreat the French 
privateer Papillm^ of equal force ; and the 12-gun cutter 
Marquis of Cohourg, Lieutenant Webb, after two hours* 
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action, forced the Revanchey 16-gun lugger, to surrender to 
her. Equally meritorious was the capture of another 10-gun 
schooner called the Revcmchey by the Recovery ^ 10-gun cutter, 
and of a sloop of six guns by the Ywtornmsey 14-gun 
brig, which engaged her and a 12-gun schooner, the latter 
r managing to escape. 

In August the boats of the Melpomme and ChUderSy under 
Lieutenant Shortland, performed a most dashing service in 
cutting out the French national 14-gun brig AverUuriery 
anchored in the Isle of Bas j and a few days later, the EspoiVy 
brig, of 14-guns, Commander Loftus Bland, foaght a very gal- 
lant action near Gibraltar with the Liguriay a Genoese pirate, 
mounting 26 guns, and having a crew of 120 desperadoes 
of all nations. Both Lieutenant Shortland and Commander 
Bland deservedly received a step in rank for these exploits. 
On the 19th August, the British corvette Ilazardy 18-guns, 
Captain Butterfield (late first lieutenant of the Mare), 
brought to action and captured the French ship Neptune, 
having 10 guns and a crew of 63 seamen and 273 soldiers, 
of whom she lost 50 killed and wounded. In October, the 
Sirius, 36, Captain Bichard King, when cruising off the 
Texel, fell in with the Dutch frigate Furie, 36, and 
WocLkzaamlieid, 24, and very cleverly succeeded in cap- 
turing them both in succession, after a short resistance. 

The only instance of an English ship surrendering to even 
an approximately equal force was that of the Amhmcade, 32, 
Captain Jenkins, having a crew of 190 men, to the Baion- 
mA.se, of the same force, but with a crew of 220 men and 
30 soldiers. The French ship had been fairly beaten, and 
sought safety in flight, when the Amimscade followed her 
and renewed the action ; as a last desperate resource, the 
Baixmwdse ran the corvette on board, the crew boarded and 
owing to their superior numbers, carried the British frigate. 
In this sanguinary affair, the Awhuscade lost 10 killed, in- 
cluding her first lieutenant and master, and her captain, two 
lieutenants and 33 men wounded, the purser being in com- 
mand at the time of her surrender. 

The English public and the fleet were unaccustomed to 
disaster, and great indignation was expressed at this unto- 
ward affair ; but unchequered success was scarcely to be 
expected even from the British navy. 
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A bold exploit was peiiormed in the Eastern seas at 
Manilla, into which the SybillCy 38, Captain Cooke, and 
FoXy 32, CJaptain Pulteney Malcolm, hoisting French colours, 
coolly proceeded, and, thus disguised, succeeded in bringing 
off seven Spanish gunboats lying at the mouth of the river. 

During the years 1799 and 1800 no naval engagements 
on a large scale took place ; but our ships were uniformly 
successful in their encounters with the enemy, which were 
of frequent occurrence. 

Lord Bridport, the commander-in-chief of the Channel 
fleet, watched Brest with one fleet, while in the Mediter- 
ranean the fleet of Lord St. Vincent held undisputed sway ; 
the assistance we received from our allies, Portugal, Turkey, 
and Russia, being merely nominal, as their ships and crews 
were not of a very effective character. 

The Mediterranean fleet had most arduous duties to per- 
form. Lord Keith, the second in command, was blockading the 
Spaniards in Cadiz ; Hood and his successor. Sir Sydney 
Smith, were off Alexandria ; Ball off Malta; Duckworth off 
Minorca ; while Nelson, who, after the battle of the Nile, 
arrived in the Vanguard at Naples on the 22nd September, 
was engaged in multifiirious naval and political duties. He 
liad despatched Captain Ball, with three sail of the line, to 
blockade Malta, and on joining him at the end of October, 
the small island of Gozo surrendered with its garrison. 
But Nelson was recalled to Naples, as, in consequence of 
the successes of the French general Championnet, who 
captured Rome and advanced on Naples, the safety of tho 
King of the Two Sicilies became seriously compromised. 
King Ferdinand, unwilling to trust to his own officers, 
accepted Nelson’s offer, and was conveyed in the Yangua/rd 
from Naples to his Sicilian capital, while the British admiral 
watched for an opportunity to reinstate the Neapolitan 
monarch. 

In April, 1799, Lord Bridport took the command of the 
Channel fleet of 16 sail of the line, watching Brest, but was 
unable to pi*event Admiral Bruix, the French Minister of 
Marine, from proceeding to sea with a powerful fleet of 25 
line-of-battle ships, with 10 frigates and smaller vessels. Lord 
Bridport was under the impression that Admiral Bruix in- 
tended to operate in Ireland and urged the British ministry 
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to send him reinforcements off Cape Clear. This was accord- 
ingly done ; so that he soon found himself at the head of 2G 
sail of the line. The destination of the French fleet^vas, how- 
ever, Cadiz, whither they arrived on the 4th May, 1799. Lord 
Keith, who was blockading the port with 15 sail of the line, 
sent information of their approach to Lord St. Vincent^ 
then at Gibraltar; the latter summoned his second in com- 
mand, Lord Keith, to join him, and picking up Commodore 
Duckworth\s squadron off Minorca, followed in pursuit 
towards Toulon, with a fleet numbering 20 sail of the line 
and a few frigates. 

Learning that the Spanish fleet of 17 sail of the line had 
quitted Cadiz, and were at Carthagena, the commander-in- 
chief sailed back towards the Spanish coast, being desirous, 
above all things, to }>rovent a junction of the two fleets. 
Subsequently, when the French admiral proceeded to the 
eastward. Lord St. Vincent sent Duckworth and his 
squadron to reinforce Nelson. Soon afterwards illness 
compelled his lordship to strike his flag, and resign the 
command to Lord Keith. 

Admiral Bruix proceeded no further to the eastward 
than Spezzia, and having landed some stores, hastened 
back to Carthagena. Having effected a junction with the 
Spaniards, the combined fleets amounted to 40 ships of 
the line, with 19 frigates and smaller vessels. Even with 
this vast armafla, the enemy feared to assume the offen- 
sive ; but passing the Straits, sought shelter in Brest, where 
they arrived on the 12th July. Lord Keith being rein- 
forced by 12 ships, detached to his assistance by Lord Brid- 
port, followed up Admiral Bruix ; but on his arrival off 
Brest, seeing that he had no intention of accepting battle,, 
returned to Gibraltar. 

It is not our province in this work to detail the circum- 
stances connected with the execution of the Neapolitan 
admiral. Prince Caraccioli, who, thinking Ferdinand’s causo 
desperate, had joined the revolutionary party, and taken 
command of the flotilla of gunboats acting against the king’s 
troops at Naples. Sir Harris Nicolas * has effectually dis- 
posed of the assertions of Nelson’s biographer Southey, and 

* Nelson’s Despatches, vol. iii, Appendix C, pp. 477-523. 
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other writers, that the great admiral committed a judicial 
murder in executing Prince Caraccioli. Nelson was com- 
mander-in-chief of the Neapolitan, as well as of the Portu- 
guese fleet, and in this capacity he confirmed the sentence of 
the court-martial held at Naples on the 29th June, on board 
his flag-ship, the Foudroyaini^ and presided over by Count 
Thum, the commander, under his orders, of the Sicilian 
squadron. The charges preferred against Prince Caraccioli, of 
rebellion and of carrying on war against his lawful sovereign 
King Ferdinand, being proved and confirmed, at five o'clock 
the same evening the unhappy officer was hanged at the fore 
yard-arm of the Sicilian fiigate La Mimroa. The king, 
who returned from Sicily to Naples a few days afterwards, 
and the Admiralty authorities at home, expressed the warmest 
approval of every part of Nelson’s conduct in these difficult 
and deplorable circumstances; but some idea maybe formed 
of the spirit of detraction which animated some of Nelson’s 
foreign calumniators, when one of them imputed jealousy 
of Caraccioli’s professional qualities as the prime motive 
that led Nelson to confirm the sentence of the court- 
martial ! 

After the capitulation of the forts Castel a Mare and 
Kevigliano, in the J3ay of Naples, there , still remained the 
castle of St. Elmo, the reduction of which Nelson intrusted 
to Troubiidge. This the gallant officer succeeded in effect- 
ing with his blue-jackets, in spite of the disaffection or 
cowardice of the Neapolitan troops ; and thus the recovery 
of Naples was completed. 

Without loss of time. Nelson despatched Captains Trou- 
bridge, and Hallowell of tho Swiftsure, with a naval brigade 
of 1,000 seamen and marines, to Capua. The day they 
arrived in front of this inland town, rendered famous in 
Roman history as the grave of the discipline of the Cartha- 
ginian army, the gallant captain of the Culloden threw a 
pontoon bridge over the Voltumo, and began to construct 
batteries. Within three days the bombardment of the town 
commenced, and on the fourth day the garrison of 3,000 
Frenchmen actually capitulated to a third of their strength 
of British blue-jackets. The town was found to be sup- 
plied with upwards of 100 serviceable guns, and an abun- 
dance of warlike stores and provisions. Soon after, Gaeta^ 
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the fortifications and maritime position of which rendered 
it even stronger than Capua, surrendered without firing a 
single shot; and thus by the end of July, when^'King Fer- 
dinand returned from Palermo to Naples, the whole king- 
dom was freed from its French invaders. 

* On the surrender of St. Elmo, Captain Hood had been 
placed as commander of a garrison of Britisli seamen, in 
Castel Nuovo, in order to secure the peace of the capital, 
though the king, suspicious of the loyalty of his subjects, 
remained some days on board the Foudroyani^ at the main 
mast-head of which he hoisted his royal standard. In ac- 
cordance with orders from Lord Keith, Nelson despatched 
Duckworth, with three sail of the line, to Minorca, and after 
the capture of Capua dnd Gaeta, sent him a further rein- 
forcement. Captain Martin was also detached in the North- 
umherhmd to the coast of Genoa, to co-operate with the 
Russian general Suwarrow, who was expelling the French 
from that district ; and Nelson despatched his “ right-hand 
man,” the energetic Troubridge, with three sail of the line, 
to drive the French from Civita Vecchia, at the mouth of 
the Tiber, 

The army had been almost uniformly unsuccessful, until 
the genius of Wellington chained Fortune to his chariot- 
wheels. Nelson, from his experience of General Dundas 
in 1794, had no high opinion of “army oflicers,” and 
when, on his now applying to Sir James Erakine, the 
general commanding at Minorca, for 1,200 troops to assist 
in the reduction of Civita Vecchia, that officer refused, on the 
ground tliat its capture by such a force as Nelson could dis- 
pose of was impracticable, as it was a regular fortress, his 
lordship’s contempt for the sister service was only increased. 
He therefore resolved to act alone, and sent Troubridge 
with three ships. 

This officer, on his arrival, at once summoned the 
garrison to surrender ; but the commander began to ex- 
postulate, and the Austrian general Frolich, who was co- 
operating with the British squadron, tried to interfere ; and 
at one time the sailor was not sure that he would not have 
to fight his ally also. But he laid the wooden sides of the 
Cvlloden alongside the stone walls of Civita Vecchia, and 
speedily the ar^ment was found irresistible, and the fort- 
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ress capitulated. Troubridge then sent Captain Louis, of 
the Minotaur, in his barge up the Tiber to the Eternal City, 
and, on th« SOth September, that officer hoisted the Union 
Jack on the Cayjitol, which had been occupied in the pre- 
vious December by the French general Championnet, who 
had driven out of the city General Mack, an Austrian 
officer intrusted with the command of the Italian army. 

All these successes were fruits of the great victory of 
Aboukir Bay ; and King Ferdinand did not hesitate to ap- 
plaud, and was not backward in rewarding, the victor of the 
Kile, whose health he drank at a banquet given in Jiis honour 
at Kaples, while the ships and batteries thundered out a 
royal salute as a token of the monarch’s gratitude. 

Not less glorious were the successes achieved on the coast 
of Syria by Sir Sydney Smith, who also held a semi-diplo- 
matic mission, being associated in a commission with his 
brother, Mr. Spencer Smith, our minister at Constantinople. 
On the 3rd March this officer arrived off Alexandria in the 
Tigre, 74, and superseded Captain Hood in the command 
of the blockading squadron. An attempt of the two officers 
to bombard the vessels in the harbour of Alexandria met 
with a failure similar to that which had attended a like 
operation previously undertaken by Hood. Meantime Sir 
Sydney despatched Lieutenant Wright, who had been the 
companion of his escape from the Temple prison, to Ahmed 
Djezzar, the Pasha of Syria, to concert aschemc of operations, 
and from him he learnt that Buonaparte had invaded Syria, 
had taken Jaffa by storm, and was hastening by forced 
marches to the attack of St. Jean d’Acre. Hood now quitted 
Alexandria to rejoin Nelson at Palermo, and on 8th March, 
Sir Sydney Smith despatched to Acre the Theseus, Captain 
Miller, having on board a friend of the commodore’s, 
Colonel Philipeaux, a French Royalist engineer officer. On 
the 13th, the TJijeseus arrived at Acre, and two days later 
Sir Sydney cast anchor in the same port with the Tigre, 
the AUiance frigate, and a cutter. The following day he, 
Miller, and Philipeaux examined the defences of the town, 
and finding that the Turks were willing to stand a siege, 
used every exertion to strengthen the works. 

On the 17th March, the Theseus was detached to the 
south wai*d, while, taking the boats of the Tigre, he himself 
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proceeded to the anchorage of Caiffa, about eight miles 
south-west of the town, near the promontory of Mount Car- 
mel. Early the following morning the advanced guard of 
the French army was seen, mounted on asses and drome- 
daries, passing close to the beach ; upon which Lieutenant 
Bushby, in command of the launch carrying a 12-pounder 
carronade, opened so heavy and well-directed a fire upon 
them, that they were compelled to change their route, 
taking the Nazareth road, where they were exposed to the 
attack of the Arabs. The guns of the British ships having 
prevented the French from making an attack along the 
north coast, they invested Acre on the north-east side, 
where the defences were more formidable. 

Convinced, from their not returning the fire of the flotilla 
of boats, that the enemy had no artillery, and surmising 
that they were expecting to receive it by sea from Alex- 
andria, Sir Sydney made arrangements to intercept it. 
Early on the morning of the 18th March, a corvette and nine 
gunboats were seen from the Tigre, and, after a chase, the 
whole flotilla, with the exception of the corvette, was cap- 
tured. The prizes carried 32 guns and 208 men, and were 
laden with battering guns and every kind of ammunition 
and stores necessary to prosecute a siege, all of which they 
had brought from Bamietta. The guns were now employed 
in the defence, and the vessels in harassing the enemy. 

On the same day an unsuccessful attack was made on four 
transports, laden with supplies, lying in the port of Caifla, 
by the boats of the Tigre^ and Theseus, when the British lost 
four midshipmen and eight men killed, one midshipman and 
26 men wounded, and 12 taken prisoners. 

A heavy gale of wind drove the squadron off the coast, 
and the French, taking advantage of their absence, pushed 
their approaches to the counterscarp, and began the con- 
struction of a mine near the breach already made by their 
field-pieces. Sir Sydney returned to the anchorage off 
Acre on the 6th April, and at once concerted measures with 
the Turkish Pasha to check their progress. A sortie was 
made by the seamen ;and marines in concert with the Turks, 
and would have been more successful, but that the noise 
made by our allies rendered abortive the attempt to sur- 
prise the enemy. Nevertheless, Lieutenant Wright, of the 
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Tigre^ although, wounded by two musket-balls, destroyed 
the mine, wlule the Theseus^ having taken up an excellent 
position, covered the retreat of the detachment. In this 
afiair Major Oldfield of the marines, and two men were 
killed, and two lieutenants, two midshipmen, and 19 men 
wounded. 

Several sorties w^e made by the garrison, under cover 
of the boats of the squadron, until the 1st May, when 
Buonaparte, — who had succeeded in breaching the walls by a 
heavy cannonade of several hours' duration, from 23 pieces 
of artQlery, including nine 18- and 24-pounders, which had 
been landed at Jafia by Rear-Admiral Perr6e, and brought 
thence by land, — ^made a desperate attempt to storm the town. 
In the face of a heavy fire from the walls, as also from the line- 
of-battle ships, the gunboats, and launches which fianked the 
enemy’s trenches, the French troops mounted to the assault 
with characteristic bravery, but were repulsed with great 
slaughter. The British lost one midshipman and four 
seamen killed, besides Captain Wilmot of the Alliance^ who 
met his death from a rifle-bullet while endeavouring to 
mount a howitzer on the walls ; one lieutenant and eight 
men were wounded, and Sir Sydney Smith had also to 
lament the loss of his friend Colonel Philipeaux, an ener- 
getic and skilful engineer officer, who died on the 2nd May 
from fever induced by excessive fatigue. 

After this failure Buonaparte continued his fire against 
the town with redoubled energy, and on the 7 th May, when 
a reinforcement of Turkish troops from Rliodes appeared 
in sight in the offing, he determined to deliver an assault 
before they could disembark. All that day a terrific fire 
was delivered from the French batteries, to which a response 
was vigorously given from the walls, and from some heavy 
ship-guns mounted in suitable places and manned by British 
seamen. The besiegers, having battered down the upper 
part of the north-east tower, at daylight of the 8th May 
mounted the breach, and planted their standard on the outer 
angle of the work. It was a critical time, for Hassan Bey 
had not yet landed with his reinforcements, and the French 
were sheltered by two traverses they had erected during 
the night, composed of sandbags and dead bodies. Sir 
Sydney, therefore, landed at the mole, and in person led 
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on liis seamen, armed with pikes, to the breach, where were 
a few Turks who had maintained the struggle with great 
gallantry. Djezzar Pasha was sitting in Im palace, re- 
warding such as brought in to him the heads of the enemy ; 
but hearing that the commodore had repaired to the breach, 
he 'hastened thither and pulled him back, saying that if 
harm befel his English friends, all would be lost.” 

Sir Sydney had some difficulty in inducing the Pasha to 
admit any troops, except his Albanians, who had been reduced 
from 1,000 to 200, into the sacred precincts of the seraglio 
gardens ; but at length obtaining his permission, he led in 
1,000 Turks to defend a breach made in the walls by the 
fVench artillery. Buonaparte was distinctly seen on an 
elevated piece of ground, called Cceur-de-Lion's Mount 
(after Richard I.), addressing his generals, and making pre- 
parations for a renewed assault. To meet this Sir Sydney 
made a fresh disposition of his ships and gunboats. Just 
before sunset, a massive column advanced to the breach 
effected to* the southward of the tower ; but after a desperate 
struggle, in which the Turks opposed the scimitar and 
dagger to the bayonet, the French were driven back with 
heavy loss, leaving General Rambeaud among the killed, 
while General Lannes, who led the assault with his accus- 
tomed dash, being wounded by a musket-ball, was with 
difficulty carried off by his men. In this hotly-contested 
affair, which lasted twenty-four hours, our loss was only 
one man killed and seven wounded, and a midshipman and 
three men drowned. 

Buonaparte, furious at his efforts being thus foiled by an 
English post-captain, sent for General Kleber^s division, 
which had been guarding the fords of the Jordan : this officer, 
however, also failed in his attack, and a flag of truce was 
sent in, in order to bury the dead. While this message was 
under consideration, the F]:ench. once more advanced to the 
attack, under a storm of shot and shell from their batteries ; 
but they were well met by the garrison, and once more 
repulsed with slaughter. Accor^g to Turkish custom, 
Ahmed Djezzar Pasha stimulated the courage of his soldiery 
by an offer of fifty piastres for each head brought in to 
him ; and with a business-like punctuality he took up his 
station, with a bag of money and a secretaiy by his side, 
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and paid for eaoh goiy trophy, until the heads were piled 
lip before him, ks an English sailor appositely put it, like 
so many cabbages at Covent Garden.” 

On the night following this last repulse (20th May), 
Buonaparte raised the siege and made a precipitate retreat, 
leaving behind him all his battering guns. On the 24th the 
French army reached Jaffa, and, after halting three days, 
reached Gaza on the 30th, and on the 14th of June marched 
into Cairo. At the latter end of August, 1799, Buonaparte 
left his army ip Egypt under the command of General 
Klebcr, and returned to France. Napoleon confessed to a 
loss of 3,000 men before Acre, and always spoke with bit- 
terness of the defeat inflicted on him by the English naval 
captain, who, he said, “ had made him miss his destiny,” 
which he professed to believe included the subjugation of 
India. 

It is related of the officer who foiled the victor of Aus- 
terlitz and Marengo, that during the siege of Acre he chal- 
lenged his great antagonist to a duel ; but that the latter 
sent him a contemptuous refusal, declaring he could only 
fight an equal, such as Marlborough. 

The chief loss sustained by the British during the opera- 
tions before Acre was occasioned by an accident on board 
the Theseus, which deprived the country of the services of a 
valuable officer. On the 14th May, as she was about to 
chase the squadron of Admiral PeiT^e off Cesaiea, an ex- 
plosion took place of 20 36-pounder and 50 18-pounder 
shells on the poop of the seventy-four. Captain Miller was 
killed by a splinter, which struck him on the breast ; the 
schoolmaster, two midshipmen, and 27 men were killed ; 
nine, having jumped overboard, were drowned ; and 47 
wci-e wounded, including two lieutenants, the master, the 
surgeon, the chaplain, and the carpenter, and a midshipman 
(mortally); the total thus being 87 killed and wounded. The 
whole of the poop and the after-part of the quarter-deck were 
blown to pieces, and the booms shattered ; eight of the main- 
deck beams were broken ; all the ward-room bulk-heads and 
windows destroyed, and the ship was sot on fire. The 
flames were, however, extinguished by the great exertions 
of Lieutenants England and Summers and the crew ; and 
it was fortunate indeed that the squadron of three frigates 

T 
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and one brig did not attack her in the defenceless state to 
which she was reduced. 

In the memorable defence of Acre the total British losa 
was as follows : Tigre, 17 killed, four drowned, 48 wounded, 
and 77 prisoners ; four killed, 15 wounded, and 

fi^e prisoners; Alliance^ one killed and three wounded. 
Total ; 22 killed, four downed, 66 wounded, and 82 pri- 
soners. 

Sir Sydney Smith, after rendering the Turks such 
further assistance as they required, sailed from Acre on the 
12th June, and having repaired his squadron at Cyprus, 
proceeded to Constantinople. At the end of October tho 
gallant commodore returned to Alexandria, and co-operated 
with tho Turkish forces in harassing General Kleber’s 
army. 
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OHAPTEE XVI. 

1799-1801. 

The Surrender of the Dutoh Fleet — The engagement between the 
Syhille and Forie— Other frigate and boat actions of the year 
1799 — The capture of Le GSndreva and GuilloAmie Tell — The Capi- 
tulation of Malta and Genoa — Single-ship actions of the year 1800 — 
The capture of the <lallant boat action by the men of the 

Fiper under Lieutenant Coghlan — Capture of the Vengeance — ^Action 
between the MilhrooJc and Bellone — ^The Achievements of Lord 
Cochrane in the Sjpeedy — Capture of the Game. 

In the cotirse of the autumn of the year 1799, Lord Duncan, 
who still commanded the North Sea fleet, obtained a blood- 
less triumph over his old enemies the Dutch, a large portion 
of their fleet, amounting in all to twenty sail, falling into hia 
hands without firing a shot. This was brought about by 
the attitude of the Dutch seamen, the greater portion of 
whom, being anxious for the return of the Stadtliolder, who 
had been expelled by their French invaders, refused to fight 
against Vice-Admiral Mitchells squadron, but hauled down 
the colours and yielded up their ships, to the great disgust 
of their commander, Eear-Admiral Storey. Another 
I)Owerful Dutch squadron had previously surrendered, on 
the occupation of the fort of the Holder by a British army. 

Some remarkable frigate actions took place during the 
year 1799. Conspicuous among these was the engagement 
between the Sybille, 38,* Captain Edward Cooke, and the 
Forte, 44, Captain Beaulieu le Long, a ship of greatly 
superior size and force. The French frigate had become 
the terror of the Indian seas, and Captain Cooke, having 
sailed from Madras in search of her, on the evening of the 
28th February descried her off the South Sand-Heads, in 
company with two prizes, country ships from China, which 
she had just captured. The Syhille stood on, with her lights 

* This was nominidly the number of guns she carried ; the actual 
armament was greater, os will be sepu farther on. 

T 2 
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extinguislied, until able to fetch to windward of the strangers. 
At ten, having obtained her object, she tacked, shortened sail 
to topsails, jib, and spanker, and stood for the centre ship. 
The captain of the FiyrUy imagining the Syhille to be another 
prospective prize, suffered her to approach his ship, and at 
midnight went about, and crossing the bows of the British 
frigate, fired a broadside into her. Captain Cooke reserved 
his fire, and, when the enemy was abaft his weather beam, 
tacked, bringing himself on the Forte^a weather or larboard 
quarter. When close to the Frenchman, Captain Cooke 
suddenly bore up, and, passing within a few feet of her 
stern, poured into her a most murderous raking broadside 
from the guns, which had been treble-shotted for the occa- 
sion; then, hauling up close under the enemy's lee, he 
engaged her within liJilf-pistol-shot. 

At 1.30 the gallant captain of the Syhille received a 
mortal wound, when the command devolved upon Lieutenant 
Lucius Hardyman. The action continued with great spirit 
on both sides till 2 a.m., when the FortSy having ceased 
firing, was hailed to know if she surrendered. No answer 
was returned, and the SyhUle continued to engage her. A 
second time the French frigate was silenced, but obtaining 
no answer to the summons if she had struck, a broadside 
was poured in, which brought down the foremast. This 
was soon followed by the fall of her main and mizeii-masts 
and bowsprit, at which the jolly tars of the Syhille cheered, 
and at 2:28 ceased firing, the enemy being now a helpless 
wreck. Lieutenant Hardyman now let go his anchor in seven- 
teen fathoms of water, and set all hands to work repairing 
damages aloft, in expectation of an attack from the consorts 
of the Forte. 

Presently an English prisoner hailed from the enemy, 
requesting that a boat might be sent on board, as they had 
none that would swim. This was at once done, and the Forte 
was taken possession of by the third lieutenant. The Syhille 
was much cut up aloft, and had lost five men killed, includ- 
ing Captain Davies, aidc-de camp to the Governor-General, 
Lord Mornington, who was cut in two by a round shot, and 
17 wounded, including her gallant commander (mortally). 
The Fortey besides being totally dismasted, was much shat- 
tered about the hull, in which she had received more than 
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250 shot. Her loss consisted of her captain and 65 officers 
and men killed, and her first lieutenant and 80 men wounded; 
from whish it may be gathered that she did not surrender 
before further resistance was absolutely hopeless. 

The Forte. vfdJA considered the finest frigate in the world, 
aiid her lines were justly celebrated for their beauty. She 
measured 1,400 tons, and mounted a powerful battery of 30 
long 24-pounders on her main-deck, 14 long 18-pounders, 
and four brass 36-pounder carronades on her quai'ter-deck 
and forecastle. The Sybille, on the other hand, carried 28 
long 18-pounders on her main-deck, 14 32-pouDder car- 
ronades and six long 9-pounders on the quarter-deck and 
forecastle. Both ships had on board at the time of the 
action 370 men, the Forte having sent away a portion of 
her crew to man her prizes. 

The victory was a glorious one for British arms ; but it 
was dimmed by the death of Captain Cooke, one of the 
most distinguished officers the navy boasted, even in those 
days of brave and skilful sailors. He lingered in great 
agony from his wound, and died at Calcutta on the 25th 
May. The director of the East-India Company erected a 
handsome monument to his memory in that city. 

The Forte was commissioned by Captain Hardyman, who 
was advanced to post rank for his gallantry ; but she was 
shortly afterwards wrecked at Jeddah, in the Red Sea. 

A desperate affair took place in the Channel off Boulogne, 
where Captain Lewis Mortlock, commanding the Wolv&riiw, 
carrying 13 guns so fitted that they could be all worked 
on a broadside, with a crew of 70 men, engaged two large 
lugacrs, one mounting eight guns, with a complement of 
70 hands, the other 14, with 80 men. The luggers, taking 
the Wolverine for a merchant-ship — as she hoisted Danish 
colours in order to deceive them, — attempted to board, but 
were repelled after some severe fighting, in which the gallant 
Captain Mortlock received four wounds, the last being mortal. 
The enemy lost three officers and seven men killed, and 
upwards of 20 wounded, of whom the commander of one of 
the luggers and 10 men received mortal injuries. 

A gallant capture was made off Cape Natal by the 
Dcedalus^ 32, Captain lidgbird, of the French frigate 
Prudente^ carrying 30 guns, after an action of an hour*s 
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duration, during which tho Frenchman lost 27 men killed 
and 22 wounded. 

Off Malaga a spirited action was also fought, y ith a like 
result, between the British 14-gun brig Mspoir^ Captain 
James Saunders, and a Spanish xebec mounting 14 guns; 
the latter was carried by boarding, having lost nine killed 
and 28 wounded, out of a crew of 113 men. 

On the 9th April, the 38-gun frigate San Fiorenzo^ Captain 
Sir Harry Neale, stood in towards Belleislo in company 
with the Ainelid, 38, Captain Hon. Charles Herbert, when 
the latter frigate, having carried away in a squall her 
maintop-mast, and fore and mizen topgallant masts, a 
French squadron, consisting of the 40-gun frigates Cor- 
nMie and Vengeance^ SemillanU^ 36, and a cutter, weighed 
anchor and, forming a line, stood towards the British 
ships. Sir Harry Neale accepted the wager of battle, and 
engaged the French frigates ; but as often as ho attempted 
to close with them they bore away, until at length they 
made sail for the Loire. The total loss of the enemy 
exceeded 100 killed and wounded, including the captain of 
the Vengeance in tho former, and the French commodore 
in the latter, category. The San Fiorenzo had only one man 
killed and 18 wounded, and the AmeHa, a midshipman and 
one seaman killed and 17 wounded. 

A gallant aliair also was the cutting out, from under the 
protection of a battery in the harbour of La Selva, of a 
Spanish polacre of 10 guns and 113 men, by tho boats of 
th(^ Success, 32, with a loss of four killed and eight wounded. 

On the 20th August, the Clgde, 38, Captain Cunningham, 
when cruising oil Hochefort, sighted and gave chase to 
two French ships. Having overtaken one of them, the Ves- 
tale, 36, she captured her after a close engagement of one 
hour and 50 minutes. The Clyde lost only live men killed 
and wounded ; the Vestal e, besides having her rigging and 
sails cut to pieces, liad 10 killed and 22 wounded, outjof a 
complement of 250 all told. 

Off Surinam, the French 28-gun frigate Republican had 
likewise, after a gallant resistance, to strike her colours to a 
superior force, represented in this instance by the Tamar^ 
38, Coptaih Western. 

A veiy brilliant affair was the defence made by the store- 
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ship Camel, mounting 24 guns, and having only 101 men, 
and the 16-gun sloop BaitlesnaJce against the attack of the 
Premuse, ^6, Captain L’Hermite. The two British ships were 
lying at anchor in Algoa Bay, with their captains and a por- 
tion of their crews serving on shore with the army of General 
Dundas, when the French frigate suddenly attacked thefti ; 
she was, however, beaten off, after an action of three hours’ 
duration. Captain L’Hermite was one of the best officers in 
the French navy, as he proved when, three weeks later, he 
escaped from the 50-gun ship JupUer, Captain Granger, after a 
spirited engagement, though, in justice to the gallant officers 
and crew of the Jupiter, it should be stated that, in conse- 
quence of the heavy sea, they were unable to open her lower 
deck ports, so that the British frigate could only bring to bear 
upon her opponent a broadside of 11 12-pounders and three 
6-pounders. The Preneuae did not, however, ultimately 
escape ; for, on the 11th December, she was chased and driven 
on shore near Port Louis, Mauritius, by the Tremendous, 74, 
and Adamant, 50. Her crew having deserted her, she was 
boarded, notwithstanding a heavy fire from the shore bat- 
teries, and destroyed where she lay, her captain and the few 
remaining men being first removed. 

On the 16th October a lucky capture (what sailors call a 
haul”) was made off Cape Finisterre by the 38-gun frigates 
Naiad, Captain Pieri’epoint, and PJtJwblion, Captain Young, 
and the 32-gun frigates Triton, Captain Gore, and Alc/rmm^ 
Captain Digby. The Eihodion brought to action and cap- 
tured the Spanish frigate Thetis, 34, and on the following 
day, after a long chase, during which the Triton struck 
heavily on the rocks off that iron-bound coast, she and the 
Alcmene forced her companion ship the Santa Brigida to 
haul down her colours. On overhauling the prizes, it was 
discovered that they were laden with gold and silver, and so 
vast was the treasure that, on reaching Plymouth, it required 
63 artillery-waggons to convey it to the citadel. The fol- 
lowing were the shares of the fortunate participants 

£. 8. d. 

Captains (each) 40,730 18 0 

Lieutenants 5,091 7 3 

Warrant officers „ 2,468 10 9 

Petty officers „ 791 17 0 

Seamen and marines ,» 182 4 9 
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We have not apace to detail the many other deeds of 
gallantry performed by the British navy during the year 
1799, but will just name some of the mortf remark- 
able. Conspicuous among them was the daring exhibited by 
Captain Macnamara, who, in the C&rh&rua^ 32, harassed a 
• Spanish convoy of 80 sail, andpartially engaged the squadron 
of one 40-gun frigate, four 34-gun frigates, and two brigs, 
protecting the merchantmen. Also worthy of chronicle is the 
capture by the iSolehay^ 32, Captain Poyntz, while cruising 
off San Domingo, of an entire French squadron, consisting 
of the Egyplienney 20 ; Eohy 18 ; Levriery 12 ; Vengeur, 8 ; 
having an aggregate of 481 men. 

Lieutenant Searle, while commanding the 12-gun cutter 
Courier^ engaged for 50 minutes, and forced to sun*ender, 
the Guerrier^ carrying 14 long 4-pounders and 44 men. 
Lieutenant Bainbridge, of the Queen Charlotte^ distinguished 
himself greatly by the gallantry with which, at the head of 
a barge’s crew of 16 men, he boarded and recaptured the 
Lady Nelson^ 10-gun cutter, making prisoners her prize 
crew of seven French officers and 27 men. The boats of 
the Trent frigate stormed a battery of five guns in a bay 
in the island of Porto Kico, and brought out a Spanish ship 
and a schooner lying under its protection. The Viper, 14 
guns and 48 men, captured, after a running fight, a French 
lugger privateer of equal force, but having nine more men. 

On 5th October, the schooner Ferret, Acting Lieutenant 
Fitton, moimting six 3-pounders, with a crew of 45 men and 
boys (a tender of the Abergavenny flagship at Jamaica), 
brought to close action a Spanish schooner, afterwards 
asceriained as having 14 long 6-pounders and 100 men. 
Notwithstanding the great disparity of force, the Spaniards 
bore up and made all sail for St. Jago de Cuba, glad to 
escape with the loss of 11 killed and 20 wounded. Our 
chronicle for 1799 worthily closes with this exploit, 
one of those gallant deeds performed in an obscure part of 
the globe, the heroes of which are not of exalted rank. 

In the year 1800 Lord St. Vincent succeeded Lord Brid- 
port in command of the Channel fleet, and Lord Keith con- 
tinued, except for a few months in the winter of the pre- 
vious year, commander-in-chief in the Mediterranean. 

During this time the siege of Malta was prosecuted with 
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great energy by a combined military and naval force under 
Brigadier-General Graham, subsequently the victor of Barossa, 
and the ilxdefatigable and gallant Captain Ball, who served on 
shore with a naval brigade of 500 seamen, while Troubridge, 
as senior officer of the blockading squadron, closely invested 
Vale tta by sea. Still the siege progressed but slowly, ’for* 
the investing force was actually numerically inferior to the 
besieged ; and had it not been for the pressure of famine, 
the city might have held out for an indefinite term. This 
want extended also to the British troops and the Maltese, 
until Nelson, at his own risk, directed Troubridge, in a 
letter dated 8th January, to seize some vessels lying at 
Messina laden with com, which the Neapolitan Government 
refused to sell, and he actually mortgaged his own domain 
of Bront6 to find funds to keep the squadron before Malta. 

Lords Keith and Nelson vrere cruising off Malta, when 
intelligence arrived that a French squadron, laden with 
troops and provisions, -was on its way from Toulon to relievo 
the garrison. On the 18th February, Nelson, in the 
Foudroyant^ while in company with Captain Ball’s ship, the 
Alexander (in command of the first lieutenant, Mr. Har- 
rington), and the Success frigate, fell in with these ships, 
consisting of a line-of-battlc ship, a frigate, two corvettes, 
and some transports. In the short engagement that took 
place the first-named was captured, and proved to be Ls 
Genh^euXy 74, flag of Bear- Admiral Perree, who was killed 
by a round shot which shattered his thigh. It will bo 
remembered that this was one of the two ships that had 
escaped after the battle of the Nile, and which captured 
the Leamd&r, The officer who commanded her, and gained 
so unenviable a notoriety on that occasion. Commodore 
Lejoille, had been killed on the 3rd March in the previous 
year, by a shot from the Castle of Brindisi, near which his 
ship had grounded. The capture of the GhiJerevx^ which 
had on board 2,000 soldiers and a vast quantity of provi- 
sions and stores, was followed by the dispersion and return 
to France of the remaining vessels j and thus the fate of 
Malta was in effect sealed. 

Lord Keith went to Genoa at the end of February to 
co-operate with the Austrians, and in the middle of March 
Nelson returned to Palermo, leaving Troubridge in coin- 
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mand, having under his orders his own ship, the Gulloden^ 
74 ; Limi, 64, Captain Dixon ; Fovdroyanty 80, Captain Sir 
Edward Berry (late Nelson’s flag-ship); Alexander^ 74, 
Lieutenant Harrington (acting) ; and the Femlope^ 36, 
Captain Hon. Henry Blackwood; together with some 
‘ smaller vessels. A few days after the admiral's withdrawal, 
General Vauhois, the French governor of Malta, resolved 
to make a last attempt to get succour from France, and 
ordered Admiral Deeres to break through the blockading 
squadron in his flag-ship, the Guillaume. Tell, 80, the last of 
the ill-fated fleet that had succumbed to Nelson at the 
Nile, and, at all hazard, announce to the French govern- 
ment that, unless relieved, he must capitulate before June. 

The Guillaume Tell got under weigh at eleven on the night 
of the 30th March, but was discovered by the Pemlope, 
which had the temerity to follow her closely and engage 
her, with the object of attracting the attention of Captain 
Troubridge by the sound of her guns. Crossing her stern, 
the frigate twice raked the great line-of-battle ship, which 
could only reply with her stern chasers ; and so effectually 
did she harass the Guillaume that she shot away her main 
and mizen topmasts, and the sling of her mainyard. This 
damage delayed her long enough to enable the Limi to take 
part in the conflict. Ranging up close alongside to leeward 
of the French ship, the little sixty-four poured a broadside 
into her, and then luffing up across her bows, carried away 
her opponent’s jib-boom, which had passed between the 
Zio?i*a main and niizen-masts. Aided by the Penelope, 
Captain Dixon continued to engage his powerful adversary, 
until, being much cut up in her rigging, the Lion dropped 
astern. 

But the hard-pressed GuiUaume Tell was not to escape, 
in spite of her gallant exertions in striving to break through 
the toils of her foes. At 6 a.m. the Fovdroyard arrived 
upon the scene under a press of sail, when, hailing to know 
if she surrendered, but receiving no reply. Sir Edward 
Berry poured in a broadside. The gallant Deeres replied 
with a like compliment, and with so much effect that, at the 
second broadside, he shot away the FmdroyanCs foretop- 
mast, maintopsail-yard, jib-boom, and spritsail-yard, and 
cut her canvas to shreds. Thus crippled, the seventy-four 
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dropped astern, leiving the Lion on the GuiUaume TtW% 
larboard beam, and the Penelope on her quarter. Soon the 
French sljip's main and mizen-masts were shot away, and Sir 
Edward Berry, having cleared away his wreck, resumed hig 
position on her starboard quarter. At 8 o’clock, the French- 
man’s foremast went over the side, and at length Admfral * 
Deeres, seeing the futility of further resistance, hauled down 
his flag, and was taken possession of by Captain Blackwood. 

Never was a ship more gallantly defended, and even 
Buonaparte, rarely magnanimous to his officers when un- 
successful, applauded the resolution of the French admiral — 
a worthy successor of Suffrein and De Tourvillc. 

The GuiLlauTne Tell had lost 200 killed and woundeil, 
and was a perfect wreck. The FoudroyanPa mizen-mast 
fell shortly after the action, and out of a complement of 718 
men and boys, she had had eight killed and 64 wounded, 
including the captain, one lieutenant, three midshipmen, 
and the boatswain. The LioUi a small sixty-four, carrying 
only 300 men, had one midshipman and seven men killed, 
and one midshipman and 37 men wounded. She, and also 
the Penelope, were much cut up in their masts and rigging ; 
the frigate had only one killed and three wounded. Much 
credit was due to Captain Blackwood for his persevering 
gallantry in engaging the huge line-of-battle-ship single- 
handed. The latter was added to the navy, and re-named the 
Maltxb, and was, with the T(mnant, the largest two-decker in 
the service. Of all the ships engaged at the Nile, there only 
now remained to be accounted for the frigates Diane and the 
Justice, The former was taken by the Success, and on the 
capitulation of the French army in Egypt, the Justice was 
surrendered and added to the Turkish navy. On the 4th 
September, Malta was delivered up to Major-General Pigott 
and Captain Martin, of the Northumherland, the senior 
naval officer on the station, Nelson having returned to 
England ; and thus the gallant General Vaubois, and the 
famine-stricken garrison of 5,000 men, surrendered to a 
force numerically inferior to them. 

Prior to this, a British squadron, under the personal 
•command of Lord Keith, took part in the reduction of 
Genoa, which, under the able direction of Massena, held 
•out until the 4th June, when it, also, was forced to 
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succumb to the exigencies of famine. Genoa had boon 
besieged by an Austrian army, and was bombarded by the 
British fleet. On one occasion Captain Beavey, of the 
Aurora, 28, gi*eatly distinguished himself by the gallant' 
manner in which, with 10 boats carrying 100 men, he 
•bodrded, in the dead of night, and captured, after a des- 
perate conflict, a long galley, caiTying a crew of 257 men, 
which was moored under the protection of some batteries. 
Unhappily, within ten days of its surrender, the city of 
Genoa, as well as Savona, which had shortly before capitu- 
lated to Captain Donovan, of the Santa Dorotea, 34, and an 
Austrian force, again fell into the hands of Buonaparte, 
as the decisive victory of Marengo placed all Northern 
Italy at the feet of the conqueror. 

A tenible calamity befell Lord Keith’s flag-ship, the 
Queen CharloUe, just before the blockade of Genoa by his 
lordship. On the 17th March, she was discerned to be on 
fire, and in spite of the greatest exertions of Captain Todd 
and the crew, this officer, the first lieutenant, Bainbridge, 
and the greater portion of her men, perished in the flames. 

An expedition was undertaken by a combined British 
military and naval force against Ferrol, but it was not pro- 
ductive of much fruit. The commodore, Sir John Warren, 
silenced a battery on shore, but General Sir James Pulteney 
considered the defences of the town too strong to attempt 
with his small force of 4,000 men, which was accordingly 
re-embarked. 

The commodore’s flag-lieutenant, Mr, Burke, however, 
naauaged to gain great honour by the brilliant gallantry he 
displayed when, on the 29th August, he, with 20 boats, 
cut out from under the protection of the batteries in Vigo 
Bay, a Spanish 18-gun privateer, having a crew of 165 men. 
The privateer, which lost 65 men, was carried, after a des- 
perate conflict, in which Lieutenant Burke and 23 officers 
and seamen were killed and wounded. This officer, who 
received a commander’s commission for his gallantry, had 
already piined himself a name as one of the most daring 
officers in the service. On the 1st July the commodore 
had despatched him with the boats of the Fisga/rd and of 
his flag-ship, the Remwn, having under his orders 192 
officers, seamen, and marines, for the purpose of effecting 
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the capture of a large convoy lying at anchor under the 
island of Noirmontier. Though exposed to a heavy fire 
of guns aVd musketry, he succeeded in capturing, notwith- 
standiug a very obstinate resistance, the 20-gun corvette 
TltJ^ese^ protecting the convoy, three other armed vessels, 
and 15 sail of merchantmen. Haviug destroyed these, ^16 • 
was returning, when the boats grounded on a sandbank, 
and after being exposed to an incessant fire from the forts 
and from 400 soldiers, 92 men, including Mr. Burke and 
two other lieutenants, who were wounded, were obliged to 
surrender, the remaining 100 managing to reach their ships. 

The following are some of the most notable frigate actions 
of the year 1800. 

The French 38-gun frigate Pallas surrendered to the 
16-gim corvette Fairy ^ Captain Horton, and 18-gun brig 
Ha/rpy^ Captain Bazeley, having also sustained the fire of 
three other British sliips which took part in the chase. 
The Peterel, 16-gun sloop, Captain Austen, captured the 
JAgurienn% of equal force, after a running fight of an liour 
and a half, during which she sustained but slight loss. On 
the 7 th April, the Leviatlian^ 74, Captain Carpenter, bearing 
the flag of Rear-Admiral Duckworth, captured, after a stout 
resistance, the Spanish 34-gun frigates Camien and Florm- 
tina, A week later the cutter of the Calypso^ commanded 
by Mr. Buckley, the master, boarded and carried, in the 
face of a heavy fire, the French privateer schooner Diligente^ 
mounting six guns, and having a crew of 39 men. 

Even more dashing was the service performed by Captain 
Campbell, who, in the 30-giui corvette Dart, and having 
with him two gunboats, four fire-ships, and some cutters, 
attacked some French frigates moored in the harbour of 
Dunkirk. Fearlessly sailing in. Captain Campbell con- 
tinued his course until abreast of the third frigate, which 
fired a broadside at the Dart This salute she returned with 
double-shotted guns, and passing on, ran the Desiree, 40, 
on board, her jib-boom passing under the frigate’s forestay. 
The first lieutenant at once boarded with 50 gallant fellows, 
and engaged the French crew of 200 or 300 men, until a 
second division of boardera coming to his assistance, the si ip 
was captured. In fifteen minutes the Desiree, which h d 
lost 100 killed and wounded, had changed hands, her cables 
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•were cut, and she was under weigh for the mouth of the 
harbour. Commander Campbell, who achieved this success, 
with the loss of only 12 men, was deservedly posted, and 
appointed to the Arimlri^, 

An equally daring affair was the cutting out of the 
Ffencli brig Cerhere, carrying three long 24:-pounders and 
four 6-pound(irs, with a crew of 87 men, and moored within 
pistol-shot of three batteries and a mile of a Prench seventy- 
four, by Acting Lieutenant Coghlan, commanding the 
10-gun cutter Viper ^ attached to the squadron of Sir EdwareJ 
Pellew. Obtaining leave of the commodore to undertake 
this desperate enterprise. Lieutenant Coghlan, with one 
boat, having on board 20 men and officers all told, actually 
carried the brig after a severe hand-to-hand ffglit. Twice 
the gallant young officer was repulsed, but the third time 
the perseverance and pluck of his band of heroes was 
rewarded with success. Lieutenant Coghlan and Mr. Mid- 
shipman Paddon were both severely wounded, the former 
in two, and the latter in six places ; and one seaman was 
killed and eight wounded. We cannot be far wrong in 
saying that this was a feat that no seamen in the world but 
British tars would have dreamt of undertaking, or, having 
undeitaken, would not have relinquished after the first 
repulse, when the commander was himself severely wounded 
in the thigh. 

One of the hardest-fought of the frigate actions of the 
year was that between the Seiney 38, Captain Milne, and 
the Vengeance^ of the same force. The action commenced 
a little before midnight on the 20th August, off the island 
of St. Domingo : the JS&im, being much crippled aloft, fell 
astern, but renewed the engagement at eight on the following 
morning. The engagement was fought at close quarters until 
10.30, when the French frigate, having lost her fore and 
mizen-masts and main-topmast, was forced to surrender. 
She had suffered severely in men, having 30 killed and 70 
wounded out of a crew of 326 hands. The Seine did not 
gain a bloodless triumph ; for her loss consisted of Lieutenant 
Milne and 12 men killed, and three officers and 23 men 
wounded. 

The capture of the Spanisli 22-gun corvettes Esmeralda 
and raZy while at anchor in Barcelona Hoads, was a parti- 
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cularly gallant affair. It was effected by Captain Hillyar, 
of the frigate Niger, who, with eight boats of his ship and 
of the Minotaur, cut them out, notwithstanding that he 
encountered a heavy fire from their guns, and from those of 
four batteries and 10 gunboats lying in the roadstead. 
The British loss in this creditable aftair amounted to ctoly' 
three killed and five wounded, while the Spaniards had 25 
men h<yrs-de-combaii. 

On the 8th October, a French sloop of four guns, and 
having on board 98 men, principally soldiers, surrendered off 
Guadaloupc to the schooner Gipsy, Lieutenant Kogcr, after 
an engagement of an hour and a half; and on the 27th 
of the same month the boats of the 38-gim frigate Fhaeton, 
under the orders of Lieutenant Beaufort (the late Admiral 
Sir Francis Beaufort, hydrograplier to the Admiralty), 
boarded and carried, after a most desperate resistance, the 
Spanish polacre San Josef, mounting 14 guns, with a crew 
of 34 seamen and 22 soldiers, which was lying under the 
protection of a battery near Malaga. Lieutenant Beaufort, 
who was severely wounded, perfoimed this dashing feat 
with only three boats, the fourth — ^the launch — ^not coming 
up in time to participate in the contest. 

A very gallant action took place off Oporto on the .13th 
November, between the 16-gun schooner MUbrook, Lieu- 
tenant Smith, and the Bellone, French privateer, of 30 
guns. The engagement was fought within musket-shot, 
and so rapid and effective was the fire of the little schooner, 
that her adversary surrendered after a two hours* resistance. 
Unhappily, the MUbrook was unable to take possession, not 
having a boat left that could swim, and the Bellonne conse- 
quently escaped. The British schooner had 12 men 
wounded out of her small complement of 47 ; while the 
privateer, which cairicd 250 men, lost 20 killed and 45 
wounded, including her captain. Lieutenant Smith was 
promoted to the rank of commander, and the merchants of 
Oporto presented him with a piece of plate of the value of 
fifty guineas. 

The boats of the Captain, 74, and Magicienm, 32, under 
the command of Lieutenant Ilennah, cut out, with great 
gallantry, the French 20-gun corvette Eeolaise, which had 
sought belter in Poi-to Navalo. 



288 


GREAT BATTLES OP THE BRITISH XAVT. 


One of the most extraordinary episodes of this memor- 
able war with France was the career of the Speedy under 
the command of the famous Lord Cochrane, afterwards 
Earl Dundonald. The Speedy was a brig of 158 tons, 
carrying 14 4-poundcr.s, and having a crew of 84 men 
f and six officers, including the commander and "one lieu- 
tenant. Her cabin was so low that it was not possible to 
stand upright in it, and Lord Cochrane, who was a tall man, 
says, in his interesting “ Autobiography,** he had to put his 
head througli the open skylight whenever he wanted to 
sliavc himself. In the previous year (1799), when under 
the command of Captain Jahleel Brenton, who rose to great 
distinction in the service, she had, while in company with 
a small privateer, captured, after a sharp conflict, three 
Spanish gunboats j two months later, her gallant ca})tain 
rescued a convoy of our traders from a flotilla of Spanish 
armed vessels, of which he destroyed two. In the following 
November, Captain Brenton repelled, off Europa Point, in 
sight of tlio ganison of Gibraltar, a squadron of 12 g\m- 
boats, which had issued out of Algesiras to capture his 
little craft. For this gallant service he was promoted, and 
was succeeded by Lord Cochrane, under whose command 
the crew of the little vessel achieved even greater wonders, 
and wrought such havoc among the Spanish mercantile 
marine, that several of their ships of war scoured the 
Spanish qoast and the Mediterranean between it and 
Minorca, in search of the diminutive brig. 

Lord Cochrane was a lieutenant in the Queen Charlotte^ 
Lord Keith’s flag-ship, when he was ordered to take charge 
of the Gcncreux after her captui’e by Lord Nelson’s squadron, 
and with a crew, made up of invalids from ditterent ships 
of the fleet, he proceeded to Port Mahon. On his arrival 
here, he received command of the Speedy, though, as he tells 
us, he had expected the Bonne Citoyenne, a fine sloop of 18 
guns. However, he was just the sort of man to earn dis- 
tinction under the most xintoward circumstances, and his 
performances in convoying our .merchant ships, and cap- 
turing those of the Spaniards, quickly made the name of the 
Speedy, and of her noble commander, a terror to the enemies 
of his country. 

On the 14th June, 1800, the Speedy, which had rejoined 
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Lord Keith off Genoa, was again detached to cruise off the 
coast of Spain, and between that date and the 31st July, his 
lordship dfeptured six prizes, including two vessels of war. 
Early in August he was again with the commander-in-chief 
ill Leghorn Loads, whence he returned, on the 16th, to 
rcoccupy his old cruising-ground. During the remainder ' 
of the year Lord Cochiane picked up several more prizes, 
returning to Port Mahon occasionally to refit. It was 
marvellous how he managed to elude the three or four 
heavy Spanish ships of war specially detached to capture 
his tiny craft, but his good fortune never deserted him, 
although, had it not been linked with great courage and 
a singular fertility of resource, ho would most certainly 
have soon found himself in a Spanish dungeon. 

These characteristics were remarkably manifested on one 
occasion, when, mistaking for a merchantman a large Spanish 
frigate, wdiich had been disguised in order to insure} his 
capture, he chased her, and only discovered his error when 
she opened her ports and showed her teeth. The Speedy 
had been previously disguised to represent the Danish 
brig Clomer; but her suspicious conduct would have ensured 
licr capture, for the frigate lowered a boat to board, had not 
Tjord Cochrane promptly hoisted the yellow quarantine 
flag, and, standing boldly towards the stranger, disarmed all 
suspicion by causing a petty officer he had placed in tho 
gangway in Diinish uniform to hail the boat with the inti- 
mation that the brig was two days from Algiers, where it 
was well known that the plague w’as violently raging. This 
was enough to stay the officer in his intend ed search \ the 
boat returned to the frigate, which filled, and stood on her 
course. 

Between the 21st December, the date of the above occur- 
rence, and the Cth May, 1801, the Speedy cruised up and 
down the Spanish coast, in and out of Port Mahon and 
Malta, capturing prizes and generally conducting herself 
as if the Spanish and French navies had no existence ; 
at length the crew, who had actually made a complaint to 
Lord Cochrane that they had not been allowed to attack 
the Spanish frigate on the 21st December, were placed in a 
jinsition to satisfy their unappeasable appetite for fighting. 
Captain, officers, and men had come to an understanding that 

U 
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they would fight any Spanish frigate afloat, if they came 
athwart-havvse one, and on the Gth May their wish was 
gratified. ■* 

Two days before, the Speedy^ when off Barcelona, had 
captured a 4-giin tartan and a privateer of seven guns, 
a/id beat off a swann of gunboats which had been sent out to 
decoy the little brig within reach of a large Spanish xebec 
frigate of 33 guns. On the 5th May, Lord Cochrane stood 
off shore repairing damages, and at daylight on the following 
morning, the frigate was seen bearing down in chase. Prize 
crews had reduced the strength of the Speedy to 54 men 
and boys, but his lordship was determined that this time 
there should be no complaint of not having a fair fight, so 
he mustered the crew to their quarters, and cleared for 
action. 

At 9*30 the frigate fired a gun and hoisted Spanish 
colours, to which the Speedy replied by running up the 
American ensign. As soon as he got his little ship on the 
other tack. Lord Cochrane hoisted the British ensign, which 
was immediately saluted with a broadside from the 
Spanhird. Treble-shotting his guns. Lord Cochrane ran 
close under the lee of his huge antagonist, and locking his 
yards in her rigging, replied by a discharge from his four- 
pounders delivered with such deadly effect, that the Spanish 
captain, Don Francisco de Torres, was killed. Ably seconded 
by Lieutenant Parker, Lord Cochrane worked his guns to 
such purpose that every shot told in the frigate^s crowded 
decks, while the missiles of the latter rattled harmlessly 
through the rigging of the Speedy, The British sailors 
elevated their g\ins, and by their discharges threatened to 
blow up the frigate’s deck; the Spaniards, on the other 
hand, could not sufficiently depress the muzzles of their 
cannon to sweep the decks of their tiny adversary. At 
length, the Spanish commander, seeing that his only chance 
lay in boarding, made a determined attempt to carry the 
little craft ; but it was vain, and twice he and his men were 
ignominiously driven back by the handful of British tars 
opposed to them, who poured in a hot fire of musketry. 
But numbers began to tell, and it soon became evident that 
the unequal conflict could not be continued much longer. 
Two men had been killed and four wounded, so that but 48 
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"wero left, including the surgeon. There roiiuiined only the 
<les])er.ate altornativo of boarding, and this Lord Coclirane 
resolved ijj) {ido])t. 

The men having been directed to smear their faces with 
gi’case and gunpowder in order to give themselves a mono 
terrific appeanince. Lieutenant Parker boarded at ilip 
bows witli the first division, and was quickly reinforced by" 
Lord Cochrane, wlio boarded at the waist with the re- 
mainder of his men. The only individual remaining on 
board was Mr. Guthrie, the surgeon, wlio took the wheel, 
and cleverly steered the Spe^y alongside the Spanish 
frigate. In a few minutes every man of the brig was on the 
Gama's deck, and a fierce hand-to-haiid conflict took place. 
Forty-eight men against 300 were heavy odils, even when the 
minority were British seamen, who were accustonicd in those 
days to regard themselves as singly a match for any three 
foreigners. However, gallantly and unheard-of audacity 
won the day. 

For some minutes the conflict continued with doubtful 
results, when Lord Cochrane ordered one of his men to 
haul down the Spanish colours. This stroke of genius had 
the desired effect ) the Spaniards, either concluding that the 
act was direct(?d by ono of their oflicers, or because they 
had had enough fighting, ceased to resist, and the Gamo 
was the prize of the Speedy, 

The Spanish frigate carried 22 long 12-poundcrs, eight 
long 8-pounders, and tv/o 24-pounder carronadcs, throwing 
a broadside of 1901b. against the Simedy's broadside of 
281b., which Lord Cochrane used to say he could carry 
about in his coat-pockets without any discomfort. Out of 
her crew of 319 men, besides the captain, the boatswain 
and 13 men had been killed, and 41 were wounded, 
leaving no less than 263 unwounded prisoners, who were 
to be guarded by 44 British sailors, for three men had boon 
killed and seven wounded, including Lieutenant Parker 
(severely). 

To prevent a successful attempt at recovery. Lord Coch- 
rane drove his prisoners into tho hold, and pointed some 
of the main-deck guns down the hatchway, giving tho 
Spaniards to understand that tho first sign of mutiny 
would bring down on their heads a discharge of canister, 
u 2 
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A midRlnj)man, his relative, the Hon. Archibald Cochinne, 
was placed in charge of the guns with a prize-crew of 30 
men, and the Speedy keeping company for fear of accident, 
the two vessels made the best of their way to Port Mahon, 
>vherc the prisoners were landed. 

^-'Lord Coclirane for this act of extreme gallantry received 
' post rank, and Lieutenant Parker was promoted to be com- 
mander. 

Only a month after this, on the 9th June, his lordship, 
while still in command of the Speedy^ attacked, in company 
with the 18-gun brig Kanejmoo, Captain Pulling, a Spanish 
convoy anchored under the protection of a 20-gun xebec, 
three gunboats, and a tower apparently mounting 12 guns. 
The two brigs brought to within half gunshot of the bat- 
tery, and although the Spaniards were reinforced by two 
othei* gunboats and a 12-gun felucca, their fire was so 
effective that the xebec and three of the gunboats were 
sunk, and the battery silenced. At night the boats pro- 
ceeded on shore to capture the felucca, and remaining gun- 
bojits, but they had been either scuttled or driven on shore. 
This smart affair was achieved with the loss of one officer 
killed and two lieutenants, and seven men wounded. 
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CHAPTER XVIL 
1801. 

The Battle of Copenhagen, 2nd April. 

Tjie year 1801 is chiefly remarkiihlo, from our naval stand- 
point, for Nelson’s great victory at Copenhagen. In Decem- 
ber of the previous year, Russia, Prussia, Denmark, and 
Sweden, exasperated at our claim of a right to search vessels 
of neutral powers for goods belonging to enemies, entered 
into a confederacy having for its object such a limitation of 
the above right as would in fact render it ino]>crative. 
Spain and Portugal also entered into an alliance in February ; 
and when to these is added the migliticst of continental 
powers, France, whose well-nigh unlimited resources were 
wielded by a Napoleon, we may be said at this con- 
juncture to have stood singly against the world; yet, 
thanks to our invincible navy with a Nelson at the helm — 
the true pilot who weathered the storm — old England boro 
herself triumphantly through the crisis. Pitt at once 
treated the formation of the northern confederacy as a 
declaration of war, laid an embargo on all vesstds of the 
nations parties to it, and fitted out a fleet. This promptitude 
was praiseworthy in the extreme ; which can hardly be said 
for the policy which placed in chief command of the 
squadron Sir Hyde Parker, when such an officer as Nelson 
was in England, and was designated by a unanimous con- 
currence of public and professional opinion as the most 
suitable to fill the post. Fortunately, however. Nelson 
was appointed second in command, and Sir Hyde, a brave 
officer and experienced seaman, knew how to profit by the 
presence of his illustriouscollcague, whoin fact did everything. 

The fleet, having on board the 49ili regiment, some rifle- 
men and gunners under Colonel Stewart, saih^d from Yar- 
mouth Roads on 12th March, and on the 21st anchored at 



294 


GREA.T BATTLES OF THE BRITISH NAVY. 


the entrance to the Sound. When the fleet arrived off 
the Skaw, the northern extremity of Jutland, Mr. Van- 
sittart, aftorwardw Lord Bexley, who was on board the flag- 

f ip as Plenipotentiary, proceeded to Copenhagen with a 
of truce j but he soon rcim*ncd, accompanied by ]\Ir. 
riimmoiid, our minister at the Danish court, with the 
report that the government and people were bitterly hostile, 
and that ])ro|)arations on a grand scale had been made to 
repel the British fleet. 

hTelson, in a long conference with the commandor-in-chief 
and minister advocated instant action, and embodied his views 
in a masterly letter, but, nevertheless. Sir Hyde Parker, — 
who was distracted by considerations as to whether he should 
advance by the Sound, as the shortest route, or by another 
channel, which, being less guarded, was reckoned the safest, 
called the Belt, and whether he should detncli one squadron 
as Nelson advised, to attack tluj liussiaiis at Revel — suflered 
two days to elapse before he moved by the Sound. Another 
day was w^asted in sending a messenger to the governor of 
Cronenborg, a castle near Elsinore, to inquire whether he 
would fire on the fleet. As an answer was returned in the 
aflirmative, and it was desirable that tliere should be no 
delay in bringing the Danes to terms, the fleet ke])t in close 
to the city of llelsiiiburg on the Swedish mainland, and 
thus avoidcxl any damage. 

By noon on the 30th March, the whole fleet was anchored 
above the island of linen, and 15 miles below Copeidiagon. 
Sir Hyde Parker, Lord Nelson, and Admiral Craves, with 
Captain Domett and Colonel Stewart, then proceeded to re- 
connoitre the defences, and in the evening a council of war 
was held on board the London, Sir Hyde^s flagship, at which 
Nelson olfercd to conduct the attack with ten sail of the 
line. The commnnder-in-cliief gladly accepted the offer, and 
gave him two more than he asked. The following were the 
ships detached for the service ; — 

^Vice-Admiral Lord Nelson, K.B. (Blue). 

74 ElejpJiant* < Captain Thomas Foley. 

(. „ Thomas Masterman Hardy. 

* The SL Qeorge, 98, commanded by Captain Hardy, was Nelson’s 
proper fla^^ahip, but he shifted his flagr to tho Elephant^ as she 
em^er and lighter, and Captain Hardy accompanied him as a volunteer.. 
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Guns. 




Defiance 

Bear. Admiral Thoa. Graves (White). 
\ Captain E. E Eetalick. 


Dfhjci'}, 


G. Murray. 

74 J 

Monarch 


James E. Mosse. 


Bcllona, 


Sir Thomas B. Thompson. 


Gamges 


Thomas P. Precmantle. 


Ilusscll 


William Cuming. 


^ Agametnnon 


Eobert B. Fsincourt. 

64^ 

A rdent 


Thomas Bertie. 


‘^Pohjphemus 


.7ohn Lawford. 

KA 

^ Glatton 


William Bligh. 

00 ' 
( 

[Isis 


James Walker. 



Fbioates. 

88 

Amazon 



f Jh'sirtUi 


Henry Inman. 

oo ■ 

( Jilanche 


Graham E. Hammond. 

32 

Alcincne 


Samuel Sutton. 

30 

Dart 


John Devonshire. 

24 

Jamaica 


Jonas Eoso. 


There were also one sloop, seven bomb-vessels, two fire- 
ships, some giin-brigs, cutters, and four launches from the 
Lorulmi, with jiiichors and cables to assist any of the ships 
which might get ashore. 

The Danes, in order to make the navigation more diffi- 
cult, had removed tlic buoys, but during the nights of the 
30tli and 31st March the boats of the fleet sounded a large 
portion of the Channel, and laid down fresh buoys ; and so 
unsparing of himself was Nelson that, thoiigli sullering from 
ill-health, he personally su 2 :)crintended tlie duty, and passed 
the whole of the second night in a boat. On the morning 
of the 1st A 2 )ril the British fleet proceeded to within six 
miles of the cajutal, and anchored off the north-western 
extremity of a shoal known as the Middle Ground, which 
extends along the whole sca-face of the city, with the King's 
Channel inside, where wtis moored the Danish fleet. In 
the forenoon Lord Nelson embarked on board the Amasm, 
and reconnoitred the defences, and soon afti r his return at 
1 p.in. the signal for Ids squadron to weigh was hoisted on 
board the Elephant. The order was received with cheers 
by the seamen of the fleet, and in a short time the attack- 
ing squadron, numbering 3G sail, was under weigh, formed 
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in two divisions, leaving Sir Hyde Parker at anckor with 
the remaining ships, consisting of — 


OUDS. 


London 

/ Admiral Sir Hyde Parker (Blue). 

(Captain 'William Domott. 

St. George 


Thomas Masterman Hardy.’’ 

WarHor 


Charles Tyler. 

Dofenne 


Lord Henry Paulot. 

Saiimi 


Bobert Lambert. 

Haw ilUes 


James Dixon. 

Itaisomble 


John Dilkes. 

Veteran 


A. Collingwood Diokson. 


The British squadron passed along the edge of the Middle 
Ground and aiicliorcd, about 8 p.m., at its southern 
extremity, the lioadmost ship of the line being then about 
two miles from the southernmost Danish ship. During the 
night Captain Hardy was employed in sounding tlio channel, 
and passed completely round one of the cnemy^s floating 
batteries unperceived, making his soundings with a pole, lest 
the noise of heaving the lead should attract attention. 

Nelson had assembled his captains at supper, and early 
dismissed them with the parting toast : A fair wind and 
success to-morrow.” He himself, however, took no rest, but 
employed the night in drawing up minute instructions for each 
ship in his squadron, until he became so exhausted that he 
was forced to' yield to the solicitations of his chief assistants, 
Captains Foley and Biou, and take a little rest on his cot 
laid on the deck of his cabin. Before six, he was up and 
dressed, and, having summoned the captains of the several 
shills on board the Elephemtf ho delivered to them their 
final instructions. 

The intention was that all the ships of the line should 
take up stations abreast of the enemy’s ships, axichoring by 
the stem, while the frigates were to attack the vessels oft* 
the harbour's mouth and to rake the southern extremity of 
the Danish line. It was also intended that the 49th regiment, 
imdcr Colonel Stewaii;, and 500 seamen under Captain Free- 
mantle, should storm the largest of the Crown batteries, but 
some of these plans were frustrated by the course of events. 


* Serving' as a volanteer on board the Elephant. 



3REAT BATTLES OP THE BRITISH NAVY. 


2D7 


The following were the Danish ships, which, though mostly 
block-ships, were all well armed and manned ; and when to 
them iire^ddcd the land batteries, it will be seen that Nelson 
had unejertaken a task that would have daunted most men, 
no matter how brave j but like Blake he had taught British 
seamen to contemn both foreign ships and batteries: — 


rroveatcen 


515 

men. 

Wnfj'iier 


9> 

361 

99 

Keiinburg 

20 

ft 

210 

99 

Nyhurg 



209 

9* 

Jutland 

48 


396 


Suersishen 

20 


117 


Croiiburg 

22 

>» 

196 

99 

Jlojen 

20 

>1 

155 

99 

Danntihrog 


»• 

336 

99 

Elwcn 

6 

19 

80 


Grenier's Jloat 

24 

»» 

120 

99 

Aggorstans 

20 

*9 

213 

99 

Zvulnnd 

74 

99 

529 

99 

C ho rl Amelia ...., 

26 

99 

225 

99 

Sohesten 

18 

99 

120 

99 

Holstein 

00 

99 

400 

99 

Indos/orctlien .... 

64 

»9 

390 

99 

Uiclpem 

20 

99 

265 

99 


Total ... 628 i 

guns 

4,849 

men. 


At the northern extremity of this line, which extended 
above a mile and a half, were two batteries constructed on 
piles, and fitted with furnaces for heating shot, named the 
Trekroner, or Crown batteries ; one mounted 30 long 24- 
pounders, and the other 38 long 3G-pounders. Both these 
batteries were commanded by two-decked block-ships not in- 
cluded in the preceding list, named the Mars and ElepheMen, 
A chain was thrown across the entrance to the inner harbour, 
which was also protected by the Trekroner batteries, and in 
addition by the 7 4-gun ships, Trekroner and Dannemarh^ 
a 40-gun frigate, two brigs, and some armed boats. On the 
island of Amak, to the south-westward, were several gun- 
boats and mortar batteries. The whole of the Danish naval 
force was under the command of Commodore Olfert Fischer, 
who flew his broad pennant on board the Dannehrog. 

After Nelson had dismissed the captains to their respec- 
tive ships, the pilots assembled on board the and their 
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licsitatiou and ignorance sorely tried tlie gallant admiral, "wlio 
was eager to commence the action. At length, however, at 
9*30, with a south-easterly wind, the Elej)hant i?>ade the 
signal to weigh in succession. 

« The Edgar led, with the Agamemnon following, but the 
latter was unable to round the southern end of the Middle 
Ground shoal, and was compelled to anchor. The Polyphe- 
mus and Isis now came up, and then the Bellona, which, 
owing to the ignorance of her pilot, got ashore on the Middle 
Ground, after she had roiinded the point, about 450 yards 
from tlio rear of the Danish line, whore slio was within 
reach of the enemy’s shot ; but could render no ellcctual 
assistance. The liussell following her very closely, also 
grounded, with her jibboom almost over the Bellonds taff- 
i-ail. This was a very unfortunate beginning, and Nelson, 
who followed in the Elephant, in opposition to the directions 
of the ])ilots, ordered the ship’s helm to bo i)nt a-starboard, 
wlien she avoid(Ml the fitc of her consorts, and passed to 
the westward, or on their larboard hand. The remaining 
ships following the same course, all took up their appointed 
stations, tlius forming a compact line, with about 100 yards 
oetween each ship. 

At 10 a.ni. the firing commenced, but it was not until 
11 ’30 that all tlio shij)s had reached tlicir stations. The 
strong tide prevented the Jamaica and the gunboats from 
getting into action. Nor did the bomb-vessels do much 
service. Owing to the absence of three of the line-of-batile 
ships, some of our vessels had more than one opponent, while 
the line did not extend far enough to engage the formidable- 
Crown batteries. Perceiving this, the gallant Captain E,iou 
sailed up his frigates, and with a force so wholly inadequate, 
attacked these w'orks, which, in fact, formed the strongest 
jioint in the Danish line. Scarcely less remarkable was the 
daring and skill with which Captain Inman, of the Dhiree^ 
placed his ship, so as to rake a heavy Dutch ship of 58 guns : 
as Nelson said, “ She lost not a man, but cut the Provesteen, 
a ship carrying 36 and 24-poundcrs, to pieces.” Thus for 
three hours the engagement was continued ; but notwith- 
standing the deadly precision and celerity of our fire, no im- 
pression ai)peai*ed to have been made on the Danes, wha 
fought with tiue Scandinavian stubbornness. 
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In tlie mean time Sir Hyde weighed with liis squadron, 
and took up a new position nearer to the city, and dotachcd 
the yeterim<i llamilHes^ and Defence to Nelson’s assistance. 
But these ships made such slow progress, owing to the light 
wind, that fearing Nelson was overpowered, and knowing 
his indomitable resolution, he ordered the signal for dis- 
continuing the action to bo hoisted. 

The Elephant was at this time hotly engaged with the 
Danish flagship, the Damuh'og, and as the splinter's flew 
around him, Nelson, as was his wont in the hour of battle, 
was pacing the deck full of animation, and in the highest 
spirits. Presently the signal-lieutenant reported to his 
lordship that No. 39 (the signal for discontinuing action) 
was flying on board the admiral’s ship, and asked if he 
should repeat it 1 “ No,” sjiid Nelson ; “ but answer it.” 

The answering pennant was accordingly hoisted. Immedi- 
ately afterwards his lordship asked if the signal for close 
action was still flying on board his own slii]), and on receiving 
a reply in the affirmative, added : “ Mind you keep it so.” 

Southey, in his admirable life of our great national hero — 
a biography unsurpassed by any in the language for literary 
excellence and entrancing interest — details the following 
scene, which has become liistoric. Lord Nelson now paced 
the dock, moving the stump of his right arm in a manner 
which always indicated great emotion. ‘ Do you know,' 
said he to Mr. Fergusson, ‘what is shown on board the 
commander-in-chief'? ’ ‘ No. 39.’ ‘ What does that mean'?’ 

‘ To leave off action.* Shi-ugging up his shoulders, ho re- 
peated the words, ‘ Leave oft’ action ! Now, d me if I 

do. You know, Foley,’ turning to the captain, ‘ I have only 
one eye, and I have a right to bo blind sometimes ; * and 
putting his glass to his blind eye, in that mood which sports 
with bitterness, ho exclaimed, ‘ I really do not see the 
signal ! * Presently he exclaimed, ‘ Keep my signal for 
close action flying ! That is the way I answer such signals. 
Nail mine to the mast.”’* Nelson was worthily seconded 
in his noble resolve by Bear-Admiral Graves, who kept No. 

* It has been stated that, in making this signal of recal, Sir Hyde had 
no intention of defeating Lord Nelson’s nieasares ; but, on the con- 
trary, that the signal was only intended to justify the vice-admiral 
should he see cause for discontinuing the action. 
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16 (for close action) flying at the maiiitopgallant-mast head, 
wliile he repeated the commander-in-chief 's signal for re- 
call at the lee maintopsail-yardarm, where, of couitse, it was 
hardly visible. 

* None of the ships slackened their fire, but at length 
Captain Itioii was forced to withdraw his frigates from the 
unequal conflict with the Trekronor batteries, whose heavy 
guns liad terribly shattered their plucky Jintagonists. With 
bitterness, but bowing to the necessity that knows no law, 
he hauled off his ships. " What,” said he, “ will Nelson 
think of us h ” Ho never lived to know how Nelson appre- 
ciated the signal courage and constancy of one of whom he 
spoke in his official despatches as “the gallant and good 
Captain liiou.” He had already been wounded in the head, 
and as his ship, the Amazon^ exposed her stem in the act 
of retreating, a round shot struck him in the loins, literally 
cutting him in two. 

Nelson’s superior jiidgment and resolution were soon 
manifested. At 1*30 the Danish fire slackened, and before 
2 p.m. it had ceased in all the ships astern of the Zealand. 
Contrary, however, to the rules of war, none of them would 
allow the British to take possession, and, as the boats 
approached, they were fired at by the Danish crews, which 
were continually reinforced from the shore. Irritated at 
this unusual conduct, Nelson almost resolved to send in his 
fireships, but he first determined to try the effect of nego- 
tiation. With this object h(} retired to the stern gallery, 
and addressed the following letter to the Crown Prince of 
Denmark : 

“Vice-Admiral Lord Nelson has been commanded to 
spare Denmark, when no longer resisting. The line of 
defences which covered her shores has struck to the British 
flag ; but if the firing is continued on the part of Denmark, 
he must set on fire all the prizes he has taken, without 
having the power of saving the men who have so nobly 
defended them. The brave Danes are the brothers, and 
should never be the enemies of England.” 

It is characteristically related of his lordship, that on 
being offered a wafer to seal the letter with, he said, “ No, 
this is not the time to appear hurried or informal,” and sent 
to his cabin for some wax. The messenger was killed on 
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his way, when a second man was sent on the same errand. 
The letter being sealed with wax, was committed to the 
charge of Sir Frederick Thesiger — a young commander 
acting as one of Nelson’s aides-de-camp — who was despatched 
on shore with a flag of truce, and delivered the letter int© 
the hands of the Crown Prince. 

In the mean time the Defiance^ Monarchy and Ganges had 
silenced the Ivdos/orethen, Holstein^ .and the ships next to 
them in the Danish line, and the api>roach of the Defence, 
Jtamillies, and Veteran rendered the case of the enemy hoi)e- 
less. At this time the Dannehrog was seen in flames, and a 
scene similar to what took place at the destruction of 
JJ Orient ensued. The seamen threw themselves overboard, 
the ship parted her cables, and in about an hour blew up, 
with the greater portion of her crow. 

The great Crown batteries, which had been reinforced by 
1,500 men, still continued firing when the Danish adjuttint- 
genera], M. Lindholm, came off to the Elei)lmnt, with a 
message from the Crown Prince, inquiring the object of 
Nelson’s note. To this his lordship replied in a second 
letter, explaining that his object was humanity; that he 
consented to stay hostilities ; that the wounded Danes 
should be taken on shore ; that he would take his prisoners 
out of the prizes, which he would burn or carry off as he 
thought fit, and concluded by expressing a hope that tlie 
victory he had gained would lead to a reconciliation 
between the countries. While Thesiger returned to tho 
Crown Prince with this note, M. Lindholm, at Nelson’s 
suggestion, proceeded to the London to confer with the 
commander-in-chief. As a proof of his sincerity. Nelson 
commenced to withdraw his ships from their positions, which 
he was desirous of effecting while the wind continued fair. 
In doing this the flag-ships, Defiance and Elephant, both 
gi’oimded about a mile from the Trekroner batteries. 

Nelson now quitted his ship, and proceeded in his gig to 
tho London, to take part in the conference with the Danish 
adjutant-general. 

It was agreed that there should bo a suspension of hostili- 
ties, and that all the prizes should be surrendered, and this 
condition was ultimately fulfilled. 

On the second day after the battle, Nelson was despatched 
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on shore to conclude the negotiations, and having landed, 
accompanied by Captains Freemantle and Hardy, was 
escorted by a strong guard through the crowdedcstreets to 
the palace, where ho was received by the Crown Prince. 
After a cordial greeting, Nelson, without diplomatic reserve, 
avowed the proposals he had come to make, which were to 
detach Denmark from Russia, and conclude an armistice 
of sixteen weeks, so as to enable him to proceed up the Baltic 
to act against that great power. After one or two more con- 
ferences and a grand state dinner, a treaty was signed on 
the 9th April, by which the armistice was fixed at fourteen 
weeks, with a further period of fourteen days to give notice 
of the renewal of hostnities, the fleet to be allowed to supply 
itself with provisions. 

The following were the losses sustained by the ships of 
the British squadron according to the official statement : — 
11 killed and 72 wounded, including Captain Sir 
James Thompson (who lost a leg), two lieutenants, a captain 
of the army, a mate, and four midshipmen. The Polyphe- 
mu8^ six killed, including one midshipman, and 25 wounded, 
including the boatswain. Isis, 33 killed ; the master, one 
lieutenant of marines, two midshipmen, and 88 wounded, 
among whom were a lieutenant and three midshipmen. 
TJie Edgar, 31 killed, including the first lieutenant and a 
lieutenant of marines, and 111 wounded, including two 
lieutenants and five midshipmen. The Ardent, 30 killed, 
including a midshipman, and 64 wounded. The Glatton, 
18 kUled and 37 wounded, among whom were one lieute- 
nant, one mate, and one midshipman. The Elephant, 10 
killed, including a mate, and 13 wounded, including two 
midshipmen. 

The Ganges had seven killed, including the master, and 
one wounded. The Monarch, 56 killed, including Captain 
Mosse, and 164 wounded, among whom were one lieutenant, 
a lieutenant of marines, five midshipmen, and the boatswain. 
The De^nce, 24 killed, including one lieutenant, and 51 
wounded, including one midshipman. The Amazon lost her 
much-lamented captain, two midshipmen, and 11 men killed, 
and 23 wounded, including two mates. The Blanche had 
seven killed, and nine wounded. The AUmene, five killed 
and 19 wounded, including one lieutenant, one mate, and 
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the hoatswain. The Dart had lier first lieutenant and two 
men killed, and one man wounded. The Desiree had four 
wounded,*nclading a lieutenant, and iha Russell six wounded. 
The total loss Avas 255 killed, and 688 wounded j though if 
we take Mr. James* estimate, and include all the casualties^ 
the numbers Avould stand thus ; 350 killed and mortally 
wounded ; rccovorably and slightly wounded, 850 ; making 
a total loss of 1,200 in this sanguinary conflict. According 
to the lowest estimate, the Danish loss amounted to between 
1,600 and 1,800 men killed and Avounded. 

The Monarch and Isis, wliich had both experienced lieaAry 
losses, with tlie Holstein prize, were sent to England ; and 
Sir Hyde Parker, leaving Nelson at Copenhagen in the 
Georrje, proceeded up the Baltic. 

On the evening of the 19th April, Nelson received a 
letter from Sir Hyde from off Bornholm, about 21 miles from 
Copenhagen, informing him that a Swedish squadron of nine 
sail Avas at sea. The wind was foul, and Nelson could not, 
therefore, go to sea in the St. George ; but the moment he 
received the letter, he resolved to proceed in a six-oared 
cutter to join the commander-in-chief, and this though he 
was sufteiing from illness. An officer who accompanied him 
says: — "Without even waiting for a boat-cloak (although 
you may suppose the Aveather pretty sharp here at this 
season of the year, and liaving to run about 24 miles with 
the Avind and current against him), he jumped into the 
boat, and ordered me to go with him. All I had ever seen 
or heard of him could not half so clearly prove to me the 
singular and unbounded zeal of this truly great man. His 
anxiety in the boat for nearly six hours, lest the fleet 
should have sailed before ho could get on board one of them, 
and lest we should not catch the Swedish squadron, Ls 
beyond conception. I will quote some of his expressions in 
his own words. It was extremely cold, and I wished him 
to put on a great coat of mine, which was in the boat. 
‘No, I am not cold ; my anxiety for my country will keep 
me warm. Do you think the fleet has sailed V ‘I should 
suppose not, my Lord.* ‘If they haA'e, we Avill follow 
them in the boat.* The distance to Carlscrona was about 
50 leagues. At midnight, however. Lord Nelson reached 
the Dlejj/iant, on board which ship he re-hoisted his flag.*' 
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The next morning the Swedish squadron appeared in 
sight, but it dreaded an encounter with a superior force, 
and returned to Cai’lscrona, whither Sir Hyde fallowed it. 
Negotiations with the Swedish admiral had a satisfactory 
result, and the commandcr-in-chicf was about to ailvance 
up the Gulf of Finland when he received a despatch 
from Count Pahlen, the governor of St. Petersburg, an- 
nouncing the murder of the Czar Paul, and the accession 
of Alexander, who was animated with friendly feelings 
towards Britain. 

Sir Hyde now resolved to return to Copenhagen, not- 
withstanding Nelson’s urgent representation that he should 
proceed to Bevel to put a gentle pressure u])on the Czar’s 
ministers. However, Sir Hyde Parker’s recal, and Nel- 
son’s appointment in his place enabled him to return im- 
mediately to Bornholm with the whole fleet. Leaving a 
squadron off that island to watcli the Swedes, the new 
coiniminder-in-chief arrived at Bevel on the 10th May 
with 10 sail of the lino and two frigates. The Bussian 
fleet, consisting of 12 sail, having meanwhile proceeded to 
Cronstadt, Nelson exchanged salutes and visits with the 
governor, and addressed letters to the Czar and Count 
Pahlen. Negotiations were opened with a Bussian ad- 
miral, sent by Alexander to treat with his lordship, who 
once more proved himself the best of diplomatists. The 
British ships wliich Paul had seized were given up, and 
peace was cemented between the two empires. Nelson 
now proceeded down the Baltic, receiving everywhere 
marks of extraordinary respect ; and soon after his arrival 
at Copenhagen, he was relieved, at his request, by Sir 
Charles Pole, and returned to England in the middle of June 
to recruit his health. 

Thus was broken up the great Northern Confederacy, 
upon the formation of which the Dictator of Europe had so 
greatly prided himself. 

The thanks of both Houses of Parliament were voted to 
the fleet ; but the only awards bestowed were the ribbon 
of the Bath on Admiral Graves, the posting of Commanders 
Brisbane, Devonshire, and Birchall, and the promotion to^ 
the rank of commander of all the first lieutenants of tho 
ships engaged. 
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The glorious engagement of the 2nd April at Copenhagen 
has been immortalized in vei’se by Thomas Campbell, whoso 
noble and spirit-stirring lyric, “ The Battle of the 13alliv>,” 
will recur to the mind of the reader on perusing this account 
<.f one of the greatest achievements of the British navy. 


X 
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OHAPTEE XVin. 

1801. 

THe Expedition to Egfypt — The Battle of Algfesiras, 7th Jnly— -Eenewed 
Action of the 13th July — The Capture of the Africaine by the 
Phcchc, 19th February — The cutting out of the Clievrette, 22nd 
July — Frigate and Boat Aotions during the Year — Naval losses and 
gains during the War to the conclusion of the Peace of Amiens. 

After Lord Keith and General Sir Ralph Abercromby, 
who commanded a land force of 15,000 men, had retired 
from Cadiz in the autumn of 1800, they proceeded to 
Minorca, and sailing from thence, after a short stay at Malta, 
cast anclior in the Bay of Marmorice on the coast of Kara- 
mania. On the 23rd February, the fleet left Marmorice, and 
anchored in Aboukir Bay on tlio 2nd March. The disem- 
barkation of the troops was delayed for some days, owing 
to stormy weather, but, on the 8th March, all the boats of 
the fleet, 320 in number, were employed in landing 5,500 
men, commanded by Major-General John Moore. The 
disembarkation was effected under a heavy fire from 15 
guns and the musketry of a strong brigade of French troops. 
A severe action was fought on the 13tli, and on the 2Lst 
March the British army covered itself with glory, by its 
conduct in the memorable and sanguinary battle of Alex- 
andria, which took place within a few miles of that city. 
Our entire army numbered 11,000 men, including a small 
coips of 300 cavalry, with 35 guns ; while the French force, 
though equal in numbers, included a well-mounted body of 
1,400 cavalry, together with 46 guns. 

The chief glories of the battle of Alexandria, in which 
fell the gallant Abercromby, were reaped by the army ; but 
not the least effective portion of the force that gained that 
victory, was a naval brigade of 1,000 seamen, under the 
command of Sir Sydney SmitL General Hutchinson, who 
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succeeded Abercromby, at once began bis march up the 
banks of the Nile, and in his operations, was in no slight 
degree a|?sisted by a division of gunboats, commanded by 
Captain Stevenson, whicli proceeded 170 miles up the river 
and successfully attacked the French forts at Rahmameh. 
The occupation of these forts cut olff Alexandria from the 
interior of the country, and contributed to the surrender at 
Cairo, in the following May, of General Belliard and his 
entire army. 

During the disembarkation of the British army at Aboukir, 
and the action fought on the same day, in which a brigade of 
seamen took part, the navy lost 22 men, three lieutenants, 
and a master’s mate killed, and three midshipmen and 63 
men wounded. In the battle of Alexandria they lost two 
marine officers, one midshipman and 27 seamen and marines 
killed, and four marine officers and 31 men wounded. 

A llotilla of boats and small vessels under Captains Sir 
S. Smith and Stevenson, co-operated in the attack upon 
Alexandria in August. While General Hutchinson opened 
a heavy fire on the French camp. Sir Sydney prepared to 
bombard the city from the sea. On the 2nd September, 
the French general, Menou, capitulated with his entire 
army, which was allowed to return to Franco, his ships 
being divided between us and our Turkish allies. 

In his official despatches, Lord Keith commends the 
extreme gallantry of the seamen of the fleet, and General 
Hutchinson speaks in the warmest terms of the assistance 
he received from the navy during these lengthened opera- 
tions. Their laboui’s, he said, “ had not been for one day, 
or for one week, but for months together;” without them, 
he added, it would have been “ impossible for him to have 
succeeded.” 

This fortunate result had not been obtained without the 
most unceasing and strenuous exertions on the part of 
Buonaparte, at that time First Consul, to relieve the army 
he had left in Egypt in the autumn of 1799. Early in 
January of 1801 Admiral Ganteaume sailed from Brest 
with seven sail of the line and some frigates, having on 
board 5,000 soldiers, and stores of all kinds ; but the 
squadron had been driven back by a division of our Channel 
fleet, under Sir H. Harvey. On the 23rd, Ganteaume 

X 2 
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again sailed for Egypt, but, after capturing the Success 
fngate on the way, was compelled to put in to Toulon, as 
he learnt that Sir J. B. Warren stood in his path. , A third 
time the French admiral ventured out, but falling in with 
"V^arren’s squadron, which only included an equal force of 
ships of the line, he sought shelter once more in Toulon. 
In April, after the battle of Alexandria had decided the 
fate of his army, Buonaparte sent peremptory orders to 
Ganteaume to proceed to sea j on the 27th, accordingly, the 
admiral sailed, but just as he was about to disembark the 
troops on the 9 th June, Lord Keith came in sight, and once 
more he made the beat of his way back to Toulon. On the 
24th, Ganteaume had the good fortune to fall in with the 
Swiftaure, 74 j and, though Captain Hallo well made every 
effort to escape, and, when brought to bay, engaged two line- 
of-battlo ships for one hour and a half, he was at length 
compelled to strike his flag, and the French admiral had 
the almost unprecedented satisfaction of carrying a British 
ship of the line as a prize into Toulon. 

In the course of the summer, a combined French military 
and naval force attempted to capture the town and citadel 
of Porto Ferrajo, hold by a small British and Tuscan garrison; 
but the army of G,00() men was unsuccessful, and during the 
months of August and September, of the three frigates, two 
(including the Success, a former British ship) were taken, 
and the third was destroyed by a squadron of three British 
frigates. Not so fortunate was a naval brigade of G90 
seamen and marines, commanded by Captain Long, who on 
the 14th Se})tember were landed, with 1,000 Tuscans from 
the 74-gun ships, Gene^^eux and Dragon, and attacked some 
French batteries near Porto Ferrajo ; though at first suc- 
cessful, the allied force was ultimately forced to retire upon 
that town, the British loss being 15 killed, including the 
gallant Captain Long, 33 wounded, and 77 missing. On 
the 13th June, Rear-Admiral Linois sailed from Toulon 
towards Cadiz, with the 80-gun ships, Ind/ymptable and 
Formidable, the Desaix, 74, and the 38-gun frigate Murion, 
ill order to form a junction with a squadron of six Spanish 
ships, manned by French crews, commanded by Rear- 
Admiral Dumanoir. Gibraltar was sighted on the 1st July, 
and two days later the Speedy, still commanded by Lord 
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Cochrane, was fallen in with and captured, after a long and 
skilfully-conducted retreat. Learning that Cadiz was block- 
aded byia superior force, Linois bore up for Algesiras, and 
at 5 p.m., on the 4th July, anchored before the town. The 
British squadron off Cadiz at this time consisted of the fol- 
lowing ships : — 


Guns. 

80 CcEsa/ir 


74 


^Pom]p6e . 
Spencer .. 
Venerable 


I Hannibal 
[^Audacious 
82 Thames 


Bear- Admiral Sir James Sanmarez (Bl: e). 
Captain Jahleel Brenton. 

„ Charles Stirling. 

„ Henry Darby. 

,, Samuel Hood. 

„ Bichard Keats. 

„ Solomon Ferris. 

„ Shuldham Peard. 

„ A. P. Holies. 

Brig, Pasley, 


Captain Dundas, of the Calpe, having despatched an officer 
from Gibraltar to apprize Sir James Sanmarez of the arrival 
at Algcsiivas of the French squadron, the admiral immedi- 
ately detached the brig Pasley to rccal the Superb, which was 
blockading the Guadalquiver river. Early on the morning 
of the 7 til July, the Veowrahle, having rounded Cabrita 
Point, signalled the enemy’s squadron, upon which Sir James 
made tlie signal for the ships to engage the enemy as they 
arrived up. Rear-Admiral Linois had moored his squadron 
in line ahead in the following order ; — Formidable abreast 
the battery of St. Jago, mounting five long 18-poundcrsj 
the JJesaix, 500 yards astern, and the Indomptahle about 
the same distance from the latter ship. The Murion was a 
little within the isle of Yerda, 'and 14 gunboats were 
otherwise disposed. The Pompee was the first ship to re- 
ceive the enemy’s fire ; but as the wind fell very light and 
baffling, the other ships were unable for a considerable time 
to take part in the action. Captain Stirling anchored a 
little before nine close on the Formidable 8 starboard bow ; 
but the latter, soon slipping her cable, warped closer to the 
shore. Soon afterwards, the Audacious dropped her anchor 
abreast of, but some distance from, Linois’s flagship, and the 
Venerable at a still greater distance on the Formidablds 
quarter. The Caesar and the two remaining ships were still 
some distance astern j but the action was maintained with 
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great energy by the three British ahi 2 )s against the French 
squadron, assisted by the gunboats and batteries. A little 
later, the Cossar anchored ahead of the Audaci:)us, and 
opened fire upon the Desaix^ and the Ilannihal took up a 
station on the admirars starboard bow. In an ill-advised 
attemi)t to jirocoed on shore for the purpose of raking the 
Formidable, Cn[>tain Ferris unfortunately grounded athwart 
tlie hawse of tliat ship. The exertions of the llannihaJlIa 
crew, and of the boats of the squadron, were fruitless in 
getting her off, and she suffered terribly from the battery 
on the island of St. J ago. A light breeze now springing up 
the French cut their cables and ran ashore ; but Sir J aines 
Sauinarez continued to closely engage the enemy. All this 
time the Venerable and Spencer were prevented by the light 
and variable winds from firing a shot, while the Pompee, 
which had canted with her bow towards the broadside of 
the Formidable, had suffered greatly without being able to 
make an adequate return. 

At 1*30, Sir James Saumarez was forced to relinquish 
the action, and the Coisar^Audacims, Venerable, oxiA Silencer 
made sail out of the bay, leaving the Uannibal to her fate. 
Half-an-hour later, this ship had to strike her colours, 
further resistance being useless. 

Our loss in this disastrous action was as follows : — Caesar, 
the master and eight men killed ; a mate and seven men 
missing, probably drowned; the boatswain and 24 men 
wounded. Pompee, her master, one midshipman, and 13 men 
killed; three lieutenants, two mates, one midshipman, and 63 
men wounded. Spencer, one volunteer and five men killed ; 
a midshipman and 26 men wounded. The Vemrable, one mid- 
shipman and seven men killed ; two midshipmen and 23 men 
wounded. Ilannihal, two officers and 73 men killed; six 
men, who probably fell pverboard when tho masts were shot 
away, missing ; and the master, two lieutenants, two mid- 
shipmen, and 58 men wounded. Audacious, 8 killed ; one 
officer of marines and 31 men wounded. Total : 121 killed, 
240 wounded, and 14 missing. The French loss amounted 
to 306 killed, including the captains of the two 80-gun ships, 
and about the same number wounded. Every man on 
board the British squadron, from the admiral downwards, 
burned to avenge their ill success, and on the ships returning 
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to Gibraltar, the. crows worked night and day to repair the 
damages sustained aloft, which, in the case of the Coisar and 
rompee.^ were very heavy. The latter was found in too 
bad a state to be ready for immediate service, and the 
admiral had resolved to shift his flag from the Cc&sar to the 
Audacious; but changed his intention at the earnest en- 
treaties of the crew. By working all Inands during the day, 
and watch and watch all night, the Ccesar got in her lower 
masts by the 9th, and by the night of the 11th was ‘^all 
a-taunto.” 

In the meantime Rear-Admiral Linois, having got his 
ships afloat, sent to Admirals Dumanoir and Massaredo at 
Cadiz, requesting assistance. On the 9th July, the Spanish 
coniinander-in-chicf despatched Vice-Admiral A1 Moreno, 
with six sail of the line and some frigates, to Algcsiras; 
but they were preceded by Captain Keats, wlio with the 
Superb^ Thaoms^ and Fadmj had been watcliing the port. 
During the afternoon the Spanish squadron ancliored in 
Algesiras Bay, and Captain Keats brought-to off Gibraltar. 

On Sunday, 12th July, at daybreak, the enemy loosed 
sails and prepared to proceed to sea. By the almost un- 
exampled smartness of the Ccssar's crew, that ship had been 
so rapidly refitted that she was at this time receiving powder, 
shot, and stores at the Mole. At noon, the enemy began to 
move, with the wind from the eastward, and an hour later 
they were all under way. Eye-witnesses have described 
the scene that now ensued at the historic “ Rock,” as the 
powerful combined French and Spanish squadrons were seen 
to be under sail, and the Ccesar and her crew were work- 
ing against time to prepare their ships for sea. Soldiers, 
sailors, and civilians, were filled with an anxious solicitude 
to retrieve the disaster of the 7th, and none doubted of the 
result even with such heavy odds against them. “ The day 
was clear,” says the gallant Captain Brenton of the flagship, 
“ the whole population of the rock seemed to be in motion ; 
the line wall, mole-head, and batteries were crov/ded j and 
the Cmsa/r warped out while her band was playing, ‘ Come, 
cheer up, my lads, ’tis to glory we steer the music of the 
garrison answering with, ‘ Britons, strike home.* The scene 
was animating beyond description, and the enthusiasm was 
•so great among the seamen that even the wounded men 
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flosiretl to he taken on board their ships to share in the 
honours of the approaching conflict.” 

As the Essex passed under the stern of the Atidadous, 
the admiral hoisted his flag, and flung out to the winds the 
sfgnal for the squadron to weigh and prepare? for battle. 
Having cleared the rock, the squadron, consisting of the 
C(Bsar leading, followed by the Yenerahle^ Superb, Spencer, 
and Audacious, with the frigate Thames, sloop CtdjJe, brig 
L(ndsa, and a rortuguese frigate, stood in chase. The 
following were the sliips of the eneiiiy’s sqiiadi on ; — 


Guna. French. 

C Fomnidahle. 

I IndoinptahJp. 
f tiaint Anioiiie. 
i Desaix. 

Frigates Lihre and Murion, and a 
lugger. 


Guns. Spanish. 

2 j San Carlos. 

( JTrnncnrgildo, 

9G San Fernando. 

80 Anioiiauta. 

74 San Augustin, 
Frigate Sabina. 


Acbniral Morenos’s flag was flying on board the Sabina, to 
which Jjinois also repaired. 

The Superb being an exceedingly fast-sailing sliip, was 
pcniiitted by Sir James Saimiarez to crowd all sail in chase, 
and a little before, midnight,- Captain Keats observed three 
of the euoiny^s ships within gunshot. He immediately 
shortened sail, and luffing up, i*anged close alongside the 
San Carlos, into which he commenced firing his larboard 
guns. At the third broadside. Captain Keats, having shot 
away the three-decker’s foretopniast, and observing that she 
was on fire, ordered his men to cease firing, as her destruc- 
tion appeared inevitable. The Sn2)erh now pi'oceedeJ in 
chase of the Saint Antoine, which surrendered after a 
spii'itcd action of half-an-hoiir’s duration. 

At a little before midnight, the Herme^iegUdo also bore up, 
and taking the San Carlos for an enemy, notwithstanding 
that she was in flames fore and aft, fired into her. Pre- 
sently the two ships got foul of each other, when the Her- 
rtvenegildo also took fire. The huge three-deckers burned 
fiercely, until in a short time the horrors of the Nile were 
repeated on even a greater scale ; both ships blew up, and 
out of nearly 2,000 souls, but two officers and 36 men were 
saved in a boat picked up by the Superb, and a few others 
by some of the Spanish ships. 
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The Superb remained to secure the. Saint Antoine^ while 
tlie CoBsar, Spencer, Venerable, and Thames made sail ahead ; 
and at fi^e on the morning of the 13th, the two latter over- 
hauled the Formidable, which, being jury-rigged, could not 
sail very fast. The Venerable and the French line-of-battlci 
shii)s engaged within musket-shot, the Thames meanwhile 
raking her ; but the broadside of a French 80-gan shi[) 
was infinitely heavier than that of a British 74, and the 
masts of the latter being shot away one after the other, she 
dropped astern. A little before eight, the Venerable struck 
on a reef about 12 miles from Cadiz ; but just as Captain 
Hood was about to destroy his ship rather than permit her 
to fall into the hands of the enemy, who appeared meditat- 
ing an attack, the appearance of the Audacious and Superb 
induced them to abandon the design, and enter into Cadiz 
harbour. 

The losses of the Venerable, which, besides the Superb 
and Thames, wjxs the cnly ship engaged, were heavy. Slio 
had her master and 17 men killed, and one lieutenant, the 
boatswain, two midshipmen, and 83 hands wounded. The 
Superb had only one officer and 14 men wounded. A little 
later on the same day, the Venerable was hove off the rocks, 
and brought in safety into Gibraltar, where she was again 
ecpiipped and ready for sea in a few days. 

The thanks of Parliament were voted to the captain ami 
officers and crews of the squadron; Sir James Saumarez 
received the Bibbon of the Bath and a pension of £1,200 
a year, and the first lieutenants of the Ccesar, Superb, and 
Venerable were promoted to the rank of commander. It is, 
hewever, unsatisfactory to reflect that the real hero of the 
day — Captain Keats — received neither reward, nor even an 
adequate acknowledgment in the official despatch of hi? 
fortui^ate superior. 

Buonaparte, having concluded a peace with Germany in 
tlie spring of 1801, directed all his energies to organizing an 
invasion of England. As the best means of thwarting him, 
the ministry requested Nelson to assume command of the 
squadron of ships and gunboats detailed to watch his move- 
ments. This, notwithstanding his bad state of health — for 
he had but just resigned the Baltic command — the great* 
admiral, from a sense of public duty, could not bring him- 
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self to decline; and, in the last week of July, his lordship 
hoisted his flag at Sheorness, on board the Medusa^ 32, 
Captain Gore. The scheme for the defence of 9 ur coasts, 
which he drew up about this time, at the request of the 
Government, is an able and comprehensive document. 

On the 2nd August, Nelson stood over to Boulogne, and 
threw some shells into the town ; and on the night of the 
1 5th, he conducted an attack on the flotilla at that port by the 
boats of the squadron. The operation was undertaken at 
the instance of Lord St. Vincent, the First Lord of the 
Admiralty, who ordered it in response to popular demand ; 
but as the means placed at Nelson’s disposal were wholly 
inadequate, it failed. The boats, which were formed into 
four divisions, attacked with the utmost gallantry ; but the 
only hope of success lay in a simultaneous assault, and the 
divisions got separated, owing to the currents and the dark- 
ness of the night ; they were met by superior numbers, and 
even those of the enemy’s vessels that were carried by 
boarding, could not be removed, owing to their being se- 
cured to the shore by chains, and had to be abandoned. 
Our total loss amounted to 44 killed, among whom wore 
one mate and three midshipmen, and 12G wounded, in- 
cluding the gallant Captain Parker (mortally), six lieute- 
nants, one marine officer, two masters, one mate, and two 
midshipmen. 

Of the single actions fought during this year, the fol- 
lowing were the most remarkable : — ^Tho capture of the 
18-gun brig Semgal by the boats of the Melpomem, in 
which the British lost two lieutenants, one midshipman 
and eight men killed, and 18 wounded, including three 
officers. The capture of the DHaigneusBy 36, by three 
British frigates; of the Cwrieux, 18, by Bordelais^ 24, 
Captain Manby, when the French brig was fought with such 
gallantry by her crew — ^who only surrendered after losing 
50 men, including the captain mortally wounded, — tliat she 
foundered the same night with two British officers and five 
seamen, and a great portion of the wounded. 

Very brilliant was the victory gained on 19th February 
by the PAos&e, 36, Captain Barlow, over the French 40-guii 
frigate Africamey Commodore Saulmer, from Rochefort, 
bound to Egypt, and having on board 400 troops. Find- 
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ing escape impossible, M. Saulmer shortened sail, and 
hauled up on the larboard tack. The Pheehe also hauled 
up to wiivlward, and the two ships, being abreast of each 
other, engnged with great spirit. After an action of nearly 
two hours’ duration, the Afncaine^ having suffered in masts 
and rigging, and her decks being like a shambles, struck her 
colours. On taking possession, it was discovered that out 
of the 715 soldiers and sailors with which she had com- 
menced the action, she had lost no less than 200 killed, in- 
cluding the commodore, a brigadier-general, three surgeons 
(killed in the cockpit while attending to the wounded), and 
10 officers; the wounded amounted to 143, among whom 
were one general of division, two generals of brigade, the first 
lieutenant, and 13 officers. The PJwQbp, on the other hand, 
out of 239 men, had only one man killed, and her first 
lieutenant, master, and 10 men wounded. Captain Barlow 
was knighted, and the first lieutimaiit promoted to a com- 
mander ; while the prize was brought into the navy, and 
re-named the Amdia, 

The boats of the Andrommlie and Cleopatra performed a 
dashing service in cutting out a Spanish galley, though it 
was with the loss of the officer commanding. Lieutenant 
Taylor, a master, mate, and midshipman, and six seamen 
killed and 12 wounded. 

The whole history, even of the British navy, cannot pro- 
duce a more gallant deed than the cutting out ot the Chev- 
rette^ a French 20-gun corvette, having a crew of 339 men, 
including some soldiers purposely embarked so as to insure 
her safety against the possibility of capture. But although 
the corvette was moored close under the guns of some heavy 
batteries, though temporaiy redoubts were thrown up, and 
a guard-boat, mounting two 36-pounders, was statioiv>d in 
advance to give notice of tlio approach of an enemy, the 
boats of the frigates Doris^ Beaulieu^ and Buranie^ and of the 
Bobust, 74, 15 in number, and carrying 280 men, proceeded 
oi; the desperate service. Six of these boats were diverted 
from taking part in the attack on the night of the 21st 
duly, but the remaining nine, having on board 180 
officers and men, under command of Lieutenant Koith 
Maxwell of the Beaulieu^ after a pull of six miles, neared 
the Chevrette. Lieutenant Maxwell detailed tlie officei*s and 
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men to their several duties — some to fight their way aloft 
and loose the sails, others to cut the cable, a quarter-master 
to take the helm, thus providing for every exigency that 
could arise. 

• One hour after midnight on the 22nd July, the boats 
arrived in sight of the Chemette, whose crew being quite 
prepared for their reception, and having in bravado hoisted 
a large French tricolour over the English ensign, opened a 
heavy fire of grape and musketry on the advancing llotilla. 
The Beaulieu's boats, under Lieutenant Maxwell and othei- 
officers, boarded the starboard bow and qiiai-tcr; the 
Euranie's, one from the Iiobiist, and one from tlie Boi'is on 
the larboard bow. Cutlass in hand, the British tars clam- 
bered up the sides of the corvette, and were met on the 
deck by the Frenchmen, who, armed with muskets, pistols, 
sabres, tomahawks, and pikes, sought to drive them back, 
and even in their turn boai’ded the boats. At length a 
strong party of our seamen gained the decks, when imme- 
diately the topmen detailed for the duty fought their wjiy 
aloft j though several were killed and wounded in the at- 
tempt, others of the daring fellows carried their point, and, 
laying out on the yards of the corvette (notwithstanding 
that the footropes were either cut or stopped up), in less 
than three minutes after the sliij) was boarded her topsails 
and courses were let fall. In the meantime, the cables had 
been cut, and Henry Wallis* — his name should be pre- 
served — who had cut his way through numberless foes, 
seized the helm, and, though bhjeding from many and severe 
wounds, steered the Chevrette until she was beyond reach o 
the batteries. Many of the enemy, on perceiving the cor- 
vette under sail, ran below, while others jumped overboard ; 
and in about five minutes the British had gained entire 
possession of the upper deck. Our loss was slight, consider- 
ing the terrible odds, and the desperate nature of the con- 
flict, — one lieutenant of marines, a midshipman who com- 
manded one of the boats of the Beaulieu^ and nine men 

* Qaarter-master of the Beaulieu, in which ship he had served. A 
true specimen of a British sailor was he, for ever foremost in battle. 
The Naval Chroniclo ” recoants how, during the time he belonged 
to the frigate, he had saved nearly a dozen lives by plunging overboard 
in all weathers, and at the imminent risk of his oWn. 
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were killed; one man was drowned, and two lieutenants 
(one mortally), a master’s mate, three midshipmen, and 
49 men A«ere wounded. The Clmvrette lost her captain, 
six officers, and 85 soldiers and seamen killed, and five 
officers and 57 men wounded. A writer well says ; To desig- 
nate the cutting-out of the Ghevrette a gallant or a dashing 
exploit is not sufficient; it was one of those deeds of 
chivalry which might be said to have bordered on rash- 
ness.” Certainly it appeared to afibrd convincing proof 
that no degree of security could be relied on as affording 
protection against the heroic valour of British seamen. 
Lieutenant Maxwell was deservedly promoted to the rank 
of commander. 

A further proof of the contempt for odds that inspired 
the navy was afforded by the crew of the 18-gun hrigtiylph. 
Captain Dashwood, who twice engaged and drove off a 40-gun 
French frigate, supposed to be the Arteinise, 

A great success was obtained on the 15th August in 
Mah6 Roads, in the Seychelles, a group of islands in the 
Indian Seas, by the Sybille^ 38, the same frigate that had 
captured the Forte, Captain Adam stood into the roads and 
attacked the 36-gun frigate Chrfflmne, lying under the pro- 
tection of a battery, and after a spirited action of only 
seventeen minutes, fii*st compelled her to suri\!nder, and 
then landing a boat’s crew, captured the battery, which was 
well constructed, and fiuiiislied with a furnace for heating 
shot. In this action the Syhille only lost two men killed 
and one midshipman wounded, the Chiffonne having 23 
killed and 30 wounded. In the same spot, on the fol- 
lowing 2rid September, the Victor, 18-gun brig, Captain 
Collier, after a two days* chjuse, during which she had once 
brought the FlccIie, 18, to close action, attacked and sunk 
that ship. 

Lieutenant Pipon, with the boats of tlie frigates Fisgard, 
jyiamond, and Boadicea, in the most gallant style cut out 
of Corunna, under a heavy musketry tire from the shoi*e, 
the 20-gim ship Neptune, a gunboat and a merchant vessel. 
Lieutenant Pipon was promoted to the rank of commander, 
as also was Lieutenant Wooldridge, who, when in command 
of the hired armed 14-gun brig Padey, engaged on 28th Octo- 
her and captured, after a protracted conflict, a large Spanish 
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polacre ship, Vergin del Rosario, pierced for 20 guns, hut 
liaving only 10 mounted, and with a crew of 94 men. The 
brig having suffered aloft considerably, ran t^ie polacre 
athwart hawse, lashing her bowsprit to the capstan. The 
British crew then jumped on board, and carried the 
polacre after a sharp struggle, in which two seamen and tbe 
gunner were killed. Lieutenant Wooldridge, the master 
(mortally), mate, and five seamen wounded. The Rosario 
liad her captain, six officers, and 15 men killed, and 13 
wounded. 

MiliUiry and naval operations between this country and 
France ceased before the close of the year. On the 1 2th 
October a cessation of hostilities was ordered, prior to the 
conclusion of a definitive treaty of peace, wdiich was signed 
at Amiens on the 25th March, 1802. By this treaty, 
which was in reality little more than an armed truce, we 
promised to code Malta and Gozo to their former possessors, 
the Knights of St. John of Jerusalem, and to France wo re- 
stored what had been taken from her in Africa and the 
East and West Indies. Holland lost Trincomalee and 
other possessions in Ceylon, also the Cape of Good Hope 
and Dutch Guiana, but regained her other West Indian 
possessions ; also Malacca, Amboyna, Banda, and Ternate. 
To Sweden and Denmark were restored what they had lost ; 
England retained Trinidad, but yielded up Porto Ferrajo in 
Elba; and the French evacuated Naples and the Homan 
territory. 

According to the naval historian James, we had lost 
during the war five ships of the line captured, nine wrecked, 
and six bumt ; and 37 frigates and smaller vessels captured, 
nine destroyed, 73 wrecked, 22 foundered, and four bumt, 
making a total of 20 ships of the line, and 145 frigates and 
smaller vessels. 

On the other hand, the losses sustained by the Powere 
with which we had been at war, between 1793 and the 12th 
October, 1801, were as follows : — 

French : 34 ships of the line captured, 1 1 destroyed, nine 
wrecked, and one burnt ; total, 55. Frigates, 82 captured, 
14 destroyed, and six wrecked ; total 102. 

Dutch : 18 ships of the line, and 33 frigates captured; 
total 51. 
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Spanish ; five ships of the line captured, and five de- 
stroyecj ; 11 frigates captured, and four destroyed; total 25, 

Danish : two ships of the line captured. 

Grand total : 185 ships of the line and frigates captured 
from the enemy, 34 destroyed, 15 wrecked, and one burnt ; 
though tlie list of foreign ships wrecked or burnt is neces- 
sarily incomplete. 

This was a grand result, for our loss, as enumerated 
above, only amounted to 42 ships captured and nine 
destroyed by the enemy while the total loss experienced 
by them was 235 ships, of which number 144 were added 
to the British navy. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

1803-1805. 

Declaration of War, 16th May — Nelson in the Mediterranean — Oom- 
mudore Dance’s Action with Admiral Linois, 14th February, 1804 — 
Engagement with the Boulogne flotilla — Boat and Frigate Actions : 
the cutting out of the Atalanie ; the Loss of the Lily ; Capture of 
the Spanish treasure* ships, 5th October, 1804 — Declaration of War 
by Spain — Nelson’s pursuit of the French fleet through the Medi- 
terranean, and to the West Indies — Sir Bobert Calder’s Action, 22nd 
July, 1805— -Nelson takes command of the Fleet — ^The eve of Tra- 
falgar. 

During the slioi't and delusive peace of Amiens, Captain 
Flinders of the navy did good service to geographical science 
by his discoveries in Australia, which island he was the fii*st 
to circumnavigate. Our theme is, however, of a more war- 
like character. ^^Arma virumque caiiOy^ we may sing with 
Virgil, and hence we must proceed to detail the events of 
the war,, which raged witliout cessation until the occupation 
of Paris and the abdication of Napoleon in 1814. 

On the 17th May, 1803, the very day after our ministry 
— incensed by Na])oleon^s intriguing conduct in Holland, 
Switzerland, and Piedmont, and by his animosity against 
this country, publicly expressed to our ambassador, Lord 
Whitworth, — had issued their declaration of war, Admiral 
Cornwallis repaii-ed, with 10 sail of the line, to Ushaiit, in 
order to watch the port of Brest, in which 25 sail of the 
lino, besides frigates, were cither building or fitting out to 
proceed to sea. 

On the 1st of Juno, this country had 60 ships of the line 
in commission, while so actively had the French [)ushed for- 
ward their preparations for war, that their lieet also num- 
bered upwards of 60 sail. 

No engagement of importance signalized the first year of 
the resumption of hostilities. Some gallant contested actions 
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between single ships, and some cutting-out affairs, took 
place, with the usual result, but nothing that requires de- 
tailed notice. In July, the French seventy-four JDuquesm 
was captiH’ed off St. Domingo by the Vanqitarcl and Belle- 
rop/ion, without any loss on either side, and in December 
the frigates Clorin^ and Surveillante were surrendered at 
Gape Fran 9 ois, in the same island, to Captain Loring, of 
the Bellerophon^ commanding tl^e squadron, under the terms 
of a capitulation signed by General Eochambeau. 

Nelson was despatched to the Mediterranean with a small 
and badly-found fleet of nine sail of the lino and three 
frigates, with instructions to take under his protection the 
seaboard of the different states of Italy, the Morea, and the 
islands of Sicily and Malta, which' fortunately we had not 
delivered up to its former possessors, the Knights of St. John, 
as being too weak to hold it against Napoleon, who, above 
all things, coveted the stronghold of Valetta. Nelson took 
up his station either off Cape San Sebastian or to the west- 
ward of Toulon, off Capo Sicic, and during the whole winter 
watched unremittingly, as he said, ‘‘ as a cat does a mouse,” 
the French port, only mnning into the Maddelana Isles, off 
the north point of Sardinia, when driven off his post by 
stress of weather or a deficiency of his supplies, his frigates 
meanwhile remaining off the harbour of Toulon. 

One of the most singular exploits of the war was the 
successful action fought by Commodore Dance, of the East- 
India Company’s maritime service, with a French squadron 
under Admiral Linois, Dance was homeward bound from 
China to Europe, with IG large ships, mounting between 30 
and 36 guns, and having European crews averaging 100 men 
each, and 11 country8hips,when,onthe 14th Febniary, 1804, 
being off Pulo Auro, he sighted four strange sail to leeward. 
These were soon made out to bo the French ships Marengo^ 
80, JkUe Poule, 40, Semillante, 36, Ben'ceau, 22, and the 16- 
guii brig Aventurier, which had sailed from Batavia pur- 
posely to intercept the China fleet. Commodore Dance, 
nothing loth to accept the challenge, made the signal for a 
line of battle in close order, and disposing his fleet in the best 
possible order for defence, and placing the coimtry ships on 
the lee-bow of the armed Indiamen, ho hove to for the night. 

On the following morning. Commodore Dance, observing 
Y 
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that the French admiral was so puzzled at this bold attitude 
on the part of trading ships that he made no attempt to 
attack, gave orders to fill and make sail on the larboard tack, 
hoisting his colours as his own ship did so. Admiral Linois 
now edged off the wind, and stood towards the British. 

At 1 p.m., observing that his rear was threatened, Dance 
made the signal for his fleet to tack in succession, to edge 
off the wind to windward of his rear, and engage the enemy 
on ariiving up. This skilful manoeuvre was performed, 
says a naval writer, with the correctness of a well-disci- 
plined fleet. With a light breeze and topgallant sails set, 
the Jio^al George^ commanded by Captain Timmins, ap- 
proached the enemy, followed in close order by the Ganges^ 
Captain Moftatt; Earl Camdm^ commodore^s flagship; War- 
Uy^ Captain Wilson ; Alfred^ Captain Farquaharson, and the 
other ships. The Ma/tmgo now opened fire upon the Royod 
George and Ganges^ which returned the compliment with 
great spirit. After an action of forty-three minutes^ dura- 
tion, of which the Royal George bore the brunt, the French 
admiral and his consorts, frightened by the unexpected re- 
sistance, ceased firing, hauled to the wind, and made sail 
away. Commodore Dance signalled for a general chase, 
which, however, was soon discontinued. The Royal George 
only lost one man killed and one wounded ; but her sails 
and rigging were much cut. No other ship suffered mate- 
rially. 

On his arrival in England, the gallant Dance was knighted 
by the King, and received, as did all his officers and men, 
handsome pecuniary acknowledgments from their immediate 
masters, the East-India Company. 

In the month of September of the same year, Admiral 
Linois's want of resolution was still further testified. When 
cruising with his flagship and two frigates off Vizagapatam, 
he discovered the 50-gun frigate Centurion lying at anchor 
in the roads. For several hours the British frigate engaged,, 
and ultimately beat off, the entire French squadron. 

In the West Indies, the Dutch colonies of Demerara, 
Berbice, Essequibo, again fell into our hands, and in March,. 
Goree in Africa was also recaptured (it having been taken* 
by the enemy in the month of January), by a small force- 
under Captain Dickson, of the Inconstant^ 3G. On the 5th 
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May the island of Surinam was surrendered to a British 
squadron commanded by Commodore Samuel Hood, and 
2,000 troops under Major-General Sir Charles Green. The 
loss to thfe navy was one lieutenant, one midshipman, one 
boatswain, and two men killed, and three lieutenants and 
five men wounded. 

All through the winter of 1803, and spring of the ensuing 
year, the newly-crowned Emperor Napoleon made extra- 
ordinary exei-tions to carry out his darling project of the in- 
vasion of England, until, in the summer of 1805, the number 
of gunboats and heavily-armed vessels in Boulogne, forming 
the invasion flotilla, amounted to 578, with 526 transports. 
At the ports of Ambleteuse, Calais, Dunkirk, and Ostend, 
there were collected 1,339 armed, and 954 unarmed vessels, 
making a total of 2,293, destined to carry 163,645 men, in- 
cluding 16,783 sailors, and 9,059 horses. 

We, on our j)art, responded by enrolling volunteers in 
hundreds of thousands, constructing martello towers, gun- 
boats, and floating batteries, the command-in-chief of which 
was conferred on I^ord Keith, who was stationed in the 
Downs. 

Many actions were fought in the Channel during the 
years 1803-5, between the flotilla and our ships ; among 
the moat remarkable being one in which the 18-gun brig 
Vincejo, Captain Wright, engaged a large flotilla, consisting 
of six brigs, each mounting two heavy guns and carrying 70 
men, and 1 1 luggers, the whole squadron mounting 35 guns, 
and having on board 700 men. For two hours the British 
brig, which lay becalmed oft’ the coast of Bretagne, engaged 
her numerous antagonists, until, having three guns dis- 
mounted, two men killed, and 12 wounded, including her 
captain, oTit of a complement of 51, she was forced to sur- 
render. The French commander, on receiving Captain 
Wright’s sword, paid him a well-merited compliment on his 
courage j but it is related that, after the British ofticer was 
removed to the Temple prison in Paris, he mysteriously 
disappeared, and was never heard of more. 

On the 19th of July of the same year (1804), the squadron 
off* Boulogne, under the command of Captain Owen, of the 
J^mmortalite^ 38, attacked a division of gunboats, and drove 
on shore three brigs and a lugger, and on the 26th of the 
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following month the same officer engaged, under the eyes 
of Napoleon, who embarked with his staS* on board a barge, 
a flotilla consisting of 60 brigs and upwards of 30 luggers ; 
and though the Britisli squadron only consisted of otie frigate, 
two brigs, and a cutter, Captain Owen drove many of the 
hostile vessels on shore, and convinced Napoleon of the 
futility of his plans for invading this country by means of a 
flotilla, while she retained such a first line of defence as her 
invincible navy. 

During the whole of the year 1804, Admiral Cornwallis 
lay off Brest, with between 13 and 17 sail of the line ; but 
Admiral Ganteaume, though his fleet exceeded ours, re- 
mained quiescent. Napoleon had concerted a vast scheme 
for the invasion of England, which turned upon the decoying 
away from the Channel and neighbouring waters, of the 
British fleet ; this being effected even for a short time, the 
squadrons of Ganteaume, and Villeneuve at Rochefort, were 
to escort the flotilla and an army of at least 80,000 men, 
which he was to command in person, and which was to be 
landed on the Kentish coast. 

Nelson, with an inferior fleet, continued to blockade 
Admiral La Touche Treville in Toulon, and that officer had 
not the courage to do more than show himself at the har- 
boui'^s mouth, only to retreat when the Victory appeared in 
sight, though he had the effrontery to send a flaming dis- 
7 )atch to the Minister of Marine at Paris, detailing how he 
had chased the whole British fleet, even including the ship 
of the redoubtable hero of the Nile. This lying despatch 
appeared in the Gazette^ of which Nelson kept a copy, 
vowing that if he captured the gasconader, he would force 
him to swallow it. However, the French admiral dicjJ 
soon afterwards, and was succeeded by M. Dumanoir, who 
again, at the beginning of November, 1 804, was superseded 
by Villeneuve. 

Wliile off Fort Royal, Martinique, four boats of the 
Centaur, containing 72 men, under command of Lieutenant 
Reynolds, boarded and captured the French 16-gun brig 
G'tJmjevjx^ after a desperate conflict, in which the enemy lost 
40 killed and wounded, while our loss was only three 
officers and six men wounded, though, unhappily, the gallant 
Reynolds expired of the injuries he had received. Nob less 
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brave was the attempt of two boats of the Blenheim^ con- 
taining 50 men, under Lieutenant Furber, to cut out the 
schooner, wliich was moored under a battery at 
the town of St. Pierre. Our loss on that occasion, which 
would also have been crowned with success but that the 
Gurieuse was moored to the shore by a chain under her 
bottom, was three killed, three missing, and five officers and 
14 men wounded. 

On the 23rd March, the British 18-gun corvette Osprey^ 
Captain YounghusbaDd, engaged for one hour and twenty 
minutes the 36-gun privateer Egyptienne ; but the latter 
managed to effect her escape, having lost 27 men killed and 
wounded. Two days later the same privateer was captured by 
tlie Hijypomenes, 14, Captain Shipley, after a chase of 54 hours 
and a running action of three hours and twenty minutes. 

Very gallant was the fight maintained by the Wolverimy 
13 guns and 70 men, Captain Gordon, against the Blonde^ 
30, having 240 men. The Wolverine had 15 men killed^ 
and wounded, among the former a midshipman, and went 
down directly after the action ; thus affording a convincing 
proof that she had been defended to the last extremity. 

Five months later the Blonde was herself captured, after 
a short action, by the 38-gun frigate ZoiVe, Captain Mait- 
land. More successful than the defence of the Wolverine 
was the cutting out of the Dutch national brig Atcdante^ 
16 guns, with a crew of 76 men, by the five boats of the 
Scorpio^i^ 18, Captain Hardinge, and Beaver^ 14, Captain 
Pelly. Sixty men embarked in the boats, headed by the two 
commanders, and though the crew of the Atcdante were fully 
prepared for defence, having the boarding-nettings triced up, 
our gallant fellows, headed by Captain Hardinge, who was 
the first man on the enemy’s deck, notwithstanding a despe- 
rate resistance, carried all before them with but slight loss. 
Captain Hardinge, in a private letter, which appeared in the 
20th volume of the “ Naval Chronicle,” speaks with admi- 
ration of the heroism of the Dutch captain : — “ The decks 
were slippery in consequence of rain, so that, grappling with 
my first opponent, a mate of the watch, I fell ; but, recover- 
ing my position, fought him upon equal terms, and killed 
him. I then engaged the captain, as brave a man as any 
service ever boasted : he had almost killed one of my sea- 
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men. To my shame be it spoken, he disarmed me, and 
was on the point of killing me, when a seaman of mine [as 
Captain Hardinge thought at the time, but it was ^Mr. Wil- 
liams, the master] came up and rescued me, and enabled 
me to recover my sword. At this time all the men from 
the boats had boarded, and were in possession of the deck. 
Two men were going to fall upon the captain at once. I 
ran up, lield them back, and then adjured him to accept 
quarter. With inflexible heroism ho disdained the gift, 
kept us at bay, and compelled us to kill him. He fell 
covered with honourable wounds.” Like a chivalrous an- 
tagonist, Captain Hardinge buried Captain Carp with all 
the honours of war, firing volleys over his ocean grave, 
and hoisting, for the last time, at the masthead of the 
prize, the fiag for which he had fought with such devo- 
tion. The commander of the Scorpion was m^e a post- 
captain, and Lieutenant Bluett, of his ship, who (with 
the master and a midshipman) was wounded in the afcay, 
was promoted to commander. 

On the 16th May following, a partial engagement took 
place off Blushing, between a division of gunboats mount- 
ing 100 guns, and having on board 5,000 men bound to 
Ostend, and a squadron under Sir Sydney Smith, during 
which the vessel bearing the Dutch rear-admiral’s flag was 
driven ashore, together with four schooners. Our total loss 
in this affair was two officers and eight men killed, and 
four officers and 17 men wounded. 

The Lily, having 16 guns and 70 men, was not equally 
fortunate in a desperate action she fought with the French 
privateer Dame Amhert, off Cape Roman in Horth Ame- 
rica. For upwards of two hours the crew of the Lily de- 
fended their ship, until at length, when a great number of 
them, together with the captain (Compton), the first lieute- 
nant, and several officers, had been killed, they were obliged 
to succumb to the ninth attempt to board on the part of the 
Frenchman. But the Lily was the cause of a further loss 
of valuable lives, for a month later four boats of the Galalmj 
32, containing about 90 men, under the command of Lieu- 
tenant Hayman, made a gallant, but, considering the force 
employed, a somewhat rash attempt to cut her out from 
under tlio protection of some batteries and an armed 
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schooner. Lieutenant Hayman fell covered with wounds, 
the master and a midshipman, besides many men, were 
killed, o^ers were taken prisoners, and the total loss in 
killed, wounded, and missing was 65. 

In the latter part of 1804, war was declared by Spain 
against us. For some time the attitude of hostility as- 
sumed by the Government of the Peninsula had been so 
flimsily disguised, that a pretext was not long wanting for 
a rupture. When the Spanish court furnished the French 
exchequer with an annual subsid}’^ of three millions sterling, 
and not only equipped a powerful squadron at Ferrol, but 
received French troops there and at other stations, it mani- 
festly became tlic duty of the British Government to antici- 
pate her formal declaration of war. 

Pitt, who had lately resumed the reins of office, super- 
; seding the feeble Mr. Addington, directed Admiral Corn- 
wallis to detach some frigates to intercept and detain, until 
further orders, a Spanish squadron expected at Cadiz from 
Monte Video, laden with treasure, which it was desirable 
should not be remitted to France to supply the sinews of 
war against this country. 

On the 5th October, as the Indefatigdhle, 44, Captain 
Moore, and Lively, 38, Captain Hammond, which had been 
detached by Admiral Cornwallis, together with the Medusa, 
40, Captain Gore, and Amphion, 40, Captain Sutton, were 
cruising together off Cape Santa Maria, a headland about 
CO miles east of Cape St. Vincent, they descried and gave 
chase to four sail, which proved to be the treasure-ships 
Medea, 40, Bear- Admiral Bustamente, and 34-gun frigates 
Fama, Clara, and Mercedes, 

The Indffaligahle, having fired a shot across the Medea, 
hove to, and Captain Moore sent a boat, explaining to the 
admiral the nature of his orders, and expressing a hope that 
they might be acceded to without bloodshed. The Spanish 
admiral could not in honour yield submission to an equal 
force, and there was, therefore, no alternative but to fight. 
The Inde/aiigahle fired ahead of the Medea, and ran down 
upon her weather bow ; upon this the Mercedes fired into 
the Amphion, and the Spanish admiral made the signal for 
close action. So superior was the gunnery of the British 
•crews, that in about ten minutes the battle resulted 
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in the capture or destruction of the entire Spanish 
squadron. 

The Mercedes took fire and blew up alongside the 
Amphion, with all her crew and passengers, only the second 
captain and 40 men being saved. The Medea and Clara 
surrendered, as did also the Fcma to the Medusa^ though 
she re-hoisted her colours and endeavoured to escape, but 
being chased by the Livdy and Medusa^ was forced to sur- 
render, after receiving a few shot from the Lively. Our loss 
in this action was only two killed and seven wounded; 
that of the Spanish squadron, in addition to the hundreds 
of lives sacrificed in the Mercedes^ being 20 killed and 80 
wounded. 

On the 12th December, the Spanish Government replied 
to this disaster by a declaration of war, and at once we 
found arrayed against us a fleet of no less than 37 large 
sail of the line. 

Our position all through the year 1805, and until the 
genius of Nelson at the glorious victory of Trafalgar gave 
the death-blow to all Napoleon’s aspirations for naval supre- 
macy, was most critical ; but the country reposed implicit 
confidence in the ability of its fleet to ward off invasion, 
and our sailors did not belie that trust. The Emperor 
Napoleon, who personally exercised the vast army of nearly 
150,000 men in the operations of embarking with celerity on 
board the flotilla of 2,300 vessels he had collected, declared 
that “ he needed to be master of the sea for only six hours 
to terminate the very existence of England ; ” but with a 
Nelson to head the fleets of this country, the possibility of 
even so temporary a supremacy in the Channel was out of 
the question. 

All through 1804, Brest was watched by a British 
squadron commanded successively by Admirals Cornwallis, 
Sir Charles Cotton, and Lord Gardner ; and M. Ganteaumc 
was locked up in its harbour in forced inaction till the 
middle of December. The Rochefort squadron, under Ad- 
miral Missiessy, taking advantage of a gale, managed to 
elude the British fleet, and reached the West Indies, where 
it committed certain depredations. The combined French 
and Spanish fleet at Ferrol was watched by Admiral 
Cochrane, and when he went m pursuit of Missiessy, by a 
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larger squadron under Sir Eobert Oalder ; another separate 
command was held off Cadiz by Sir John Orde, who, on his 
return to England in the following spring, was succeeded 
by Vice-Admiral Collingwood. 

Lord Nelson, with 11 sail of the line, was still blockading 
the Toulon fleet of 12 sail under Villeneuve ; but while 
watering his fleet at his favourite anchorage, Agincourt 
Sound in the Maddelena Islands, on the 17th January, 
1805, Velleneuve proceeded to sea, though, his ships being 
damaged in a gale, he was forced to return to Toulon. 
Lord Nelson went in purauit of him, and after searching 
Alexandria, the Gulf of Palma, and Malta in vain, learnt of 
his return to Toulon. Having allowed a short rest to his 
crews. Nelson showed himself off Barcelona and the Balearic 
Islands, and then fell back towards Sardinia, and waited in 
Palma Bay with feverish anxiety for news of the movements 
of the enemy. 

Again, Villeneuve, on 30th March, proceeded to sea, and, 
effecting a junction with Admiral Gravina, commanding six 
Sj)anish sail of the line at Carthagena, sailed for the West 
Indies. Lord Nelson, after beating about in the Mediter- 
ranean in the teeth of a foul wind, passed the Straits of 
Gibraltar on the 5th May, and started in pursuit with 
only 10 sail of the line. The West India Islands were 
scoured by the enterprising and indefatigable admiral in 
search of the combined fleet of 18 sail, but in vain ; and 
ultimately, on learning that they had set sail for Europe, 
Nelson also returned thither, and on the 19th July 
anchored off Gibraltar, where he went on shore, as he 
records in his diary, the first time for above two years. 
Prodigious were the exertions made by Nelson during the 
last six months to overtake the French fleet, and bring 
them to action ; and though unsuccessful in his endeavours, 
his triumph was only delayed in order that it might be 
the more signal and crushing. On the 15th August, he 
joined Admiral Cornwallis off TJshant, and leaving the 
main body of his fleet to reinforce him, proceeded to Eng- 
land with the Superb and Victory^ to recruit his health, 
which was much shattered. On the 19th July, Vice-Admu*al 
Sir Robert Calder, Sir John Jarvis’s flag-cjiptain at the 
battle of St. Vincent, who, after Admiral Cochrane’s de- 
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parture for the West Indies, had been reinforced by Rear- 
Admiral Stirling, from Rochefort, with five sail, was cruising 
off Cape Fi 4 isterre, in the hope of intercepting thf Franco- 
Spanish fleet, when he received a despatch from Nelson, 
advising him of their departure from the West Indies. 

On the 22nd, the combined fleets, under Yilleneuve, ap- 
peared in sight, when Sir Robert, forming the order of 
sailing into two columns, made the signal to prepare for 
action. The following is a list of the ships he had under 
his orders : — 


Gana. 

f Prince of Wales 


98 ^ 


Glory 


Parjleur 

[Windsor Castle 

80 Malta 

^Thunderer 

Hero 

Piejpulse 

J Defiance 

Ajav 

Warrior 

Dragon 

jrriumph 

( Agamemnon 
( UaisonahU 


Vice-Admiral Sir Boberb Calder (Blue). 
Captain William Camintr* 

Bear- Admiral Charles Stirling. 

Captain Samuel Warren. 

„ George Martin. 

,, Charles Boyles. 

,, Edward Bnllen. 

„ William Lechmere. 

,, Hon. Alan Gardner. 

,, Hon. Arthur Legge 

„ Philip Durham. 

„ William Brown. 

,, Samuel Linzeo. 

„ Edward Griffiths* 

,, Henry Inman. 

„ John Harvey. 

,, Josias Bowley. 


Frigates. 


Hgyptienne Captain Hon. Charles Fleeming. 

SiriiLS ,, William Prowse. 


One lugger and a outier. 


The enemy^s fleet consisted of 20 sail of the line, of which 
six carried 80 guns, and were equal to our first-rates, and 
seven frigates. 

A little after three, Sir Robert Calder made the signal to 
engage ; but, owing to the light airs that J)revailed, and a 
thick fog, which occasionally entirely veiled the hostile 
fleet, some time elapsed before the action commenced. An 
attempt of the Sirim frigate to board the Sirene galleon, 
caused the Spanish ships, soon after five, to open fire ; the 
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Argonavia engaged the llero^ which was the leading British 
ship, afld the Espoma fired a broadside into the Sirius, 
While th^ Hero replied, the ships astern of her tacked in 
succession, and by six the action became pretty general, 
though the fire was distant and not very effective, for the 
fog was so thick, it was impossible to distinguish any object 
more than a ship’s length ahead. 

About eight, the Firme, 78, having lost her main and mizen 
masts, struck, and a few minutes later, the San Rafad, 80, 
having her maintop-mast shot away, also surrendered. The 
Espana, 64, suffered severely, and but for the assistance 
gallantly rendered by the PlvJUm^ the FirmEs second astern, 
supported by the Mont Mane and Atlas^ would most cer- 
tainly have been captured. The French seventy-four, Atla>8, 
likewise nearly fell into our hands; but was rescued by 
the Neptune, 

The British ships being much scattered, Sir Bobert made 
the signal, at 8.25, to discontinue the action; but it was not 
until an hour later that all filing ceased. The loss sustained 
by his fleet amounted to 41 killed and 162 wounded ; the 
Windsor Gastle^ Ajax, Prince of Wales, Malta, and Thunderer 
were the chief sufferers. The total casualties of the enemy 
were ascertained to be 149 killed and 327 wounded. 

Light variable airs prevailed throughout the 23rd and 24tli 
August, but neither side seemed inclined to force on a battle ; 
on the first day, as the French admiral was to windward, it 
lay in his power to do so, and on the 24th, a shift of wind 
equally placed Calder in a position to take the initiative. 
The British admiral had, however, every reason to avoid a 
second encounter, unless, of course, it was forced on him ; as 
in addition to having a fleet superior in numbers in front of 
him, there lay at FeiTol and Rochefort, within a few hours* 
sail of his present position, a second fleet of 20 sail of the line ; 
indeed it afterwards appeared that Admiral Allemand hatl 
left Rochefort harbour after Admiral Stirling had raised the 
blockade, and on the afternoon of the 23rd, passed over the 
very spot on which, but eight hours before, the two fleets 
had been engaged. On Calder’s return to England in 
October, public opinion, which at first regarded with favour 
his victory of the 22nd J uly, for such in reality it was, as 
he had captured two ships, turned against him for not 
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Tenewing the battle on the 24th, as it lay in his power to do so. 
The admiral accordingly demanded a court-martial* on his 
conduct, and the verdict of the naval court, whicji held its 
first sitting on the 23rd December, adjudged him to be 
severely reprimanded. ITapoleon, with more reason, was 
greatly incensed at Villeneuve, whom he accused of excessive 
pusillanimity. 

The French admiral proceeded to Ferrol, and having 
effected a junction with the squadron lying there, 
his force was raised to 29 sail of the line. Sir Robert 
Calder, who had already sent back Admii*al Stirling to 
resume the blockade of Rochefort, having now only nine 
ships, withdrew from before Ferrol, and joined Admiral 
Cornwallis off Ushant. Villeneuve now proceeded to sea to 
join Allemand, with the intention, it may be supposed, of 
forcing his way with his overpowering fleet into Brest, in 
order to unite his force with that in this northern port. 
A clever ruse of Captain Griffiths, of the Dragon^ 74, in- 
duced him to believe that Cornwallis had 25 sail of the line 
under his ordera before Brest, and he accordingly proceeded 
to Cadiz, where he arrived on the 21st August. At this 
time Vice-Admiral Collingwood was cruising off Cape St. 
Vincent, with three sail of the line, and as soon as he saw 
Villeneuve safely anchored in Cadiz, he despatched Captain 
Blackwood, of the Euryalus, with the important news to 
England. The following day Collingwood was reinforced by 
Sir Richard Bickerton, with four ships, and before the end of 
the month by Sir Robert Calder, whom Admiral Cornwallis 
had detached to his aid. 

Blackwood reached England on the evening of the 1st 
September, and posting up to the Admiralty with his news, 
called on his way at Merton, where Nelson had bought a small 
estate. It was 4 o’clock in the morning, but the admiral was 
already up and dressed. On seeing his friend, he exclaimed, 
“I am sure you bring news of the French and Spanish fleets. 
I shall yet have to beat them.” His lordship followed the 
captain of the Euryalm to town, and proposed to the Govern- 
ment to return at once to Cadiz. Both Mr. Pitt and Lord 
Barham, the First Lord of the Admiralty, eagerly closed with 
his proposal ; the former asking him to state what amount of 
force he required to insure victory, while the later, handing 
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him the Navy List^ desired him to choose his own ships and 
his owip officers. In reply to Pitt, Nelson explained that his 
object was not limited to defeating the enemy, but, like the 
Roman ofator of old when reiterating that “ Carthago delenda 
he desired to annihilate the naval power of France and 
Spain. To Lord Barham the great admiral nobly replied, 
“Choose yourself, my lord; the same spirit animates the 
whole profession : you cannot go wrong.” 

On the night of the 13th September, after little more than 
three weeks’ rest on shore, he quitted his house, and travel- 
ling all night, reached Portsmouth the next' morning. 
Though eager to undertake the duty, for his only thought 
was of his country’s weal, Nelson embarked with a presenti- 
ment that he was going to his death. A month before, he had 
told his brother that had he, instead of Calder, met the 
French, they might have been parted for ever, since he knew 
that the enemy “ had meant to make a dead set at the 
Victory /” and, in his diary, meant for no eye but his own, 
he expresses his humble and entii'e “ submission, should it 
be God’s good providence to cut short his days upon 
earth.” 

The scene that took place at Portsmouth, says Yonge in his 
“ History of the Navy,” when at noon of the 14th September, 
Nelson embarked on board the Victor]/, is easier to appreciate 
than to describe. The whole population of the town was col- 
lected in the streets through which he was expected to pass. 
Ancient mariners, who had fought under Boscawen and 
Hawke, under Keppel and Rodney, reverently stood hat in 
hand as they recognized, in the shattered frame of the hero 
of the Nile and Copenhagen, a greater warrior than any 
under whom they had served. Women pressed close to 
him, that they might gaze their full on one whose proverbial 
gentleness had won Sieir hearts as much as the victories, 
which had more impressed the sterner sex. All classes, men, 
women, and children, broke into a deafening cheer as tliey 
recognized the slight figure, rendered familiar by the en- 
graver’s art, of the man who already secured the safety of 
their country, and whose name appeared in their eyes 
synonymous with victory. Many of the speckitoi’s were 
moved to tears ; some knelt before him as he passed along 
the Southsea beach, and invoked blessings and heaven’s 
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protection on his head. It was in vain that a guard oF 
soldiers, with fixed bayonets, strove to keep the crov’^d from 
pressing too closely upon him, and Nelson himself could 
not restrain tears of gratitude, as he marked Hhe per- 
sonal affection with which he was regarded. Turning to 
his companion. Captain Hardy, he said, “I had their 
hurrahs before ; I have their hearts now.” 

The next morning, Sunday, the 15th September, at 

8 o’clock, the Victory sfiiled. 

As she approached the fleet. Nelson sent ahead the 
Ewryalus^ with instructions to Collingwood not to salute or 
hoist fche colours, by which the enemy might be appiized of 
the arrival of a reinforcement; and ho wrote also to tlie 
Governor of Gibraltar to prevent any notice being given 
in the Gazette of his arrival before Cadiz. On the 28th 
September he joined Collingwood, and found with him 23 
sail-of-the-line and an additional inshore squadron of six. 
ships. He was received by the officers and seamen of the 
fleet with enthusiasm, and every heart now burned for the 
hour of battle, confident it would be also the hour of 
victory. 

Nelson, in order to keep the enemy in ignorance of his 
strength, so that they might be induced to put to sea, 
withdrew his ship to a distance of 16 or 18 leagues from the 
land, merely keeping close inshore two frigates to signal to 
four line-of-battle ships, which, under Captain Duff, of the 
Mars^ were distributed inside his line. 

On the 1st October the Euryalm reconnoitred the port 
of Cadiz, when a fleet of 18 French and 16 Spanish ships 
of the line were made out. A few days after his arrival, 
Nelson detached Kear-Admiral Louis to Gibraltar with five 
sail, and his strength was still further diminished by the 
despatch to England of the Prmce of WateSy beaiing Sir 
Robert Calder’s flag, as the admiral’s presence was required 
in England for his trial ; but his fleet was brought up to a 
strength of 27 sail-of-the-line by the arrival, between the 

9 th and 13th October, of the Royal Sovereiyn^ into which 
Collingwood shifted his flag, Belleisle^ Africa, and Agamem- 
non, under his old friend Sir Edward Berry. Nelson’s 
great desideratum was a want of frigates; but Captain 
Blackwood did much to supply the deficiency, and was 
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unremitting in his exertions to bring information of every 
movement of the enemy in Cadiz. On the 5th October, 
the captain of the Euryalm repoi-ted that they had taken 
on board droops : this and other preparations, as bending 
topgallant sails, appeared to presage an early departure, 
which, however, was delayed by a strong westerly wind, 
which continued to blow from the 10th to the 17th. On 
the 9th October, Nelson issued to the captains of the fleet 
copies of a plan of attack he had devised, which for its 
novelty and simplicity commanded their admiration. 

At midnight of the 17th, the wind shifted to the east- 
ward, and on Saturday, the 19th October, the combined 
fleet weighed with a light breeze from the northward. Only 
12 ships got out this day, and these lay becalmed until the 
afternoon, when a breeze sprang up from the westward; 
but at daylight of the 20th, the remainder of the fleet, con- 
sisting of 21 ships of the line, with five frigates and two 
corvettes, put to sea. The weather at first was thick, but 
about 2 p.m. it cleared up. Villencuve, the French com- 
mander-in-chief, stung by Napoleon’s reproaches at his uni- 
form want of success and enterprise, and determined to 
strike a blow before the arrival of the officer named to 
succeed him — Admiral Rosilly, — had spent his time while 
in Cadiz in carefully re-organizing and supplying his fleet, 
and that of his Spanish coadjutor. Admiral Graviiia. So 
confident was he now of victory, that he wrote to Admiral 
Deeres, the French Minister of Marine, that “Napoleon 
should soon bo satisfied, and that he might reckon on the 
most splendid success.” 

Villeneuve took the more immediate command of the 
main division of the fleet, with Vice-Admiral d’Alava and 
Rear-Admiral Dumanoir under his orders, while the re- 
mainder or reserve was divided into two squadrons of six 
ships each, the first under Gravina, the second com- 
manded by Rear-Admiral Magon. One of the French 
advanced frigates having made the signal for 18 sail of 
British ships, the combined fleet, then on the larboard tack, 
cleared for action, and at 5 p.m. tacked and stood towards, 
the Straits. At 7.30 the AigUy 74, signalled 18 sail to the 
southward, and shortly afterwards the enemy wore and 
stood to the north-west. Dining the night every move- 
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ment of the hostile fleet was accurately aud instantly re- 
ported to Nelson by Captain Blackwood, whose invaluable 
services were fully appreciated by his lordship. Thus in 
expectation and preparation passed the eve of the memo- 
rable 21st October. 
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CHAPTER XX 
1805. 

The Battle of Trafalgar, 21at October—The Death of Nelson. 

At length dawned the 21st of October, 1805, — a day big with 
the fate of this country, and which should be honoured by 
successive generations of Englishmen as one of mingled 
pride and sadness. Before the sun went down, England*s 
annals were enriched by the achievement of a deed of arms 
as gi*eat aud gloiious as are to be found in the records of any 
country ; though, alas ! the victory was dimmed by the death 
of our greatest and most lamented hero. We cannot, indeed, 
speak of the death of Nelson as untimely, for, more truly 
than in the case of Alexander, there remained no enemy, 
after the close of that memorable day, for his unrivalled 
genius to conquer. The fleets of France and Spain 
were so shattered by their defeat at Trafalgar, that, during 
the remainder of our great struggle with Napoleon, all 
danger of a successful invasion of these shores passed away 
from the bounds of possibility, and even the emperor him* 
self abandoned the scheme as hopeless. 

At daylight of the 21st October, the two fleets were 
in sight of each other, about twelve miles apart ; and at 
six, the combined fleet, then on the starboard tack, was 
seen from the decks of the British ships, the Victory being 
at this time distant from Cape Trafalgar about 21 miles. 
The wind, from two points northward of west, was lights 
accompanied by a long ground swell. A little before seven, 
Lord Nelson made the signal to form the order of sailing in 
two columns and prepare for battle, and a few minutes later 
signalled to bear up. 

At 8. 30 a.m., Villeneuve ordered his fleet to wear and form 
a line in close order on the larboard tack j but, owing to tho 

z 
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light air and great swell, it was not until ten that the 
mancenvre was accomplished, and even then the line was so 
irregularly formed that it was nearly in the shape of a 
crescent, and instead of the ships being in line ahiad, some 
were at a considerable distance to leeward, and others to 
windward of their proper stations. For the most part tho 
ships were two, and, in some cases, three abreast, and they 
were generally under topsails and top-gallant-sails, with 
main-topsails to the mast. 

Some interesting details are given by Captain Blackwood 
of Nelson during the forenoon of this his last day upon 
earth j and, as a bare recital of the mancBuvres of the battle 
of Trafalgar would form but an incomplete record of that 
great victory, we will not apologize for introducing them to 
the notice of the reader. 

More than once Nelson asked Blackwood what he should 
consider a great victory, and when his friend replied that four- 
teen or fifteen prizes would be a glorious result, he said, 
‘‘ I shall not, Blackwood, be satisfied with less than twenty.” 
It is a pleasing trait of Nelson's character that no man 
was less vainglorious, or more ready to attribute his suc- 
cesses to a divine power, in dependence upon whose will he 
relied with a simple piety. After tho battle of Trafalgar 
the follpwing beautiful prayer, breathing the sublimest 
spirit of patriotism, which he had penned in the retirement 
of his cabin, was found among his papers. 

May the great God whom I worship grant to my country, 
and for the benefit of Europe in general, a great and glorious 
victory, and may no misconduct in any one tarnish it. And 
may humanity after victory be the predominant feature in 
the British fieet. For myself, individually, I commit my 
life to Him who made me ; and may His blessing light 
upon my endeavours for serving my country faithfully. To 
Him I resign myself and the just cause which is entrusted 
to me to defend. Amen. Ajnen. Amen.” 

On his return to the quarter-deck. Captain Blackwood 
expressed to Nelson the anxiety of his lordship's friends lest 
his conspicuous dress, with the orders glittering on his breast, 
might attract the fire of the enemy’s sharpshooters, and 
prayed him to shift his flag to the Ewiryalus, where, more- 
over, he would better be able to direct the battle than if 
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engaged in the thick of it. This, though an old-established 
French .custom, did not suit Nelson, who declined the pro- 
posal. When again Blackwood urged him to allow the 
Temcraire to go ahead of the Victory^ his lordship replied, 
“ Oh, yes ; let her go ahead : ” but, at the same time, he 
had no such intention, nor would he permit a yard of 
canvas to bo shortened. The Victory, therefore, kept her 
pride of place, and led the fleet into battle. 

The wind was so light that, although the British ships 
had studding-sails set on both sides, they only made two 
knots an hour through the water. While the fleet was 
thus slowly nearing the enemy. Nelson visited the decks of 
his ship, cautioning the men at their quarters not to fire 
without being sure of their aim. Apprehensive that the 
enemy might run for the port of Cadiz, which was at no 
gi’eat distance under their lee, his lordship signalled to 
Vice-Admiral Collingwood : ‘‘ I intend to pass through the 
van of the enemy’s line, to prevent him from getting into 
Cadiz.” 

Exactly at 11.40, as Nelson was pacing the poop with 
Blackwood, he asked if he did not think there was still a 
signal wanting; and almost before the captain of the 
Euryalus had replied that the whole fleet appeared to 
understand thoroughly what was required of them, the 
great admiral ordered the signal lieutenant, Mr. Pasco, to 
hoist the cver-memorable and celebrated signal, “ England 
expects that every man will do his duty,” It was the last 
displayed, and on its purport being communicated to the 
seamen at the guns of the respective ships, was received 
with three enthusiastic cheers throughout the fleet. 

“Now,” said Nelson, “I can do no more. We must 
trust to Ike Great Disposer of all events, and the justice of 
our cause. I thank God for this great opportunity of aoing 
my duty.” 

He now sent the captains of the frigates to their shii)s, 
•and as Blackwood shook him by the hand on leaving, 
saying, he hoped to come back soon and find him well and 
in possession of his twenty prizes. Nelson replied, “God 
bless you, Blackwood : I shall never speak to you again.” 

The following is a list of the ships in both fleets, in the 
relative order in which they went into action : — 
z 2 
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British Fleet. — ^Weather Division. 


Gnns. 4 


100 

os] 

Victory 

f Tdmdraire 

( Vice-Admiral Lord Nelson (White), 
t Captain Thomas Masterman Hardy. 

„ E. Harvey. • 

„ Thomas F. Freemantle. 

[Neptune 

74 i 

i Leviathan 

„ Henry W. Bayntnn. 

i Conqueror 

„ Israel Pellew. 

100 

Britannia 

( Eear- Admiral Earl of Northesk (White )4 
i Captain Charles BuUen. 

64 

( Agamemnon 

„ Sir Edward Berry. 

\ Africa 

„ Henry Digby. 


^ Ajax 

Lieutenant John Pilfold (acting). 

\ 

74- 

^ Orion 

Captain Edward Codrington. 

j Minota/ur 

,, Charles Mansfield. 

( 

^Spartiate 

„ Sir Francis Laforey. 



Frigates. 

38' 

1 

C Euryalus 

„ Hon. Henry Blackwood. 

{Naiad 

„ Thomas Dnndas. 


Pickle (schooner) 

Lieutenant John Lapenotiere. 


Lee Division. 

I Vice- Admiral Cntliberfc CoUingwood* 
[ Captain Edward Kotherham. 
f, William Hargood. 

„ George Duff. 

„ Charles Tjler* 

„ John Cooke. 

„ James Morris. 

„ Eichard King. 

„ John Conn. 

„ Eobert Eedmill. 

„ Eobert Moorsom. 

,1 George Eutherfoid. 

„ Philip Durham. 

Lieutenant John Stockham. 

Captain George Hope. 

„ Eichard Grindall. 

Frigates. 


PhoBbe Captain Hon. Thomas Bladen Capel. 

Sirius „ William Prowse. 


Entreprenante (cutter) lieutenant John Purver. 

Tho combined French and Spanish ships were ranged as 
follows, commencing with the headmost : — 


Guns. 

100 Royal Sovereign . 

. / Belleisle 

^^IMars 

80 Tonnant 

rBcUerophon 

74 < Colossus 

i^Achille 

98 Dreadnought 

64 Polyphemus 

^Revenge 

Swiftsure 

Defiance 

Thunderer 

Defence 

Prince 


74 
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Guns. 

VNeptuno* Commodore Valdes. 

^^<8cipion Captain Berenger. 

tintr^pide Commodore lafemet. 

100 Ba/yo* „ Maodonel. 

QA f Rear-Admiral Dumanoir le Felley. 

80 Formidable ^ Captam LetoUier. 

Dugua/y Troum „ Touffet. 

Mont Blanc Commodore La Villegria. 

74 •{ 8<m Fromcisco deAsis* Captain De Flores. 

8an Augiisiin* „ Cagegal. 

H4ro8 „ Foulain. 

130 

(■ Vice-Admiral Villenenve* 

^Captain Magendie. 

,, Maistral. 


\ Bucentawre 


SO] 

t Neptune 

64 San Leandro* 
tj. f Redoutahle . . 
^^{SanJusio* „ 
80 Indomptahle 

112 Santa Anna* 


74 


... „ Qaevedo. 

... „ Lucas. 

... „ Gaston. 

„ Hnbart. 

( Vice-Admiral Alava. 

•'* 1 Captain Gardoqoi. 

Fougueux i, Boudouin. 

Monarca* „ Argumosa. 

Pluton Commodore Cosmao Keijulien* 

C Bear- Admiral Magon. 
Algesirae i Captain Bronard. 


Baliama* »» Galiana. 

Aigle „ Gourrdge. 

Swiftsure m Villemadin. 

Argonaute u Epron. 

^ontancz* y, Salzedo. ^ 

80 Argonauta^ Commodore Parejas. 

( Berwick Captain Piliol Camas. 

. 5 Som Juan Nepomuceno* „ Churruoa. 


1 San Ildefonso * . 
\,Achille 


Bargas. 

De Nienport. 


--ft j Admiral Gravina. 

112 Pnncpe de Aelwrua ^ Rear-Admiral Es. 


Escano. 

Frigates : Corneille, Hermione, Hortense, Bhin, Themis. 

The British fleet bore down on the long line of the enemy 
in two divisions, headed respectively by the Victory and Royal 
Sovereign, which were two miles apaiii. About ten minutes 
before noon the Fougueux, the ship next astern of the 
Santa Anna, fired a shot to try the range of her guns, upon 

* Spanish ships. 



342 


GREAT BATTLES OP THE BRITISH NAVY. 


which the British fleet hoisted their colours — the St. Qeorge^® 
ensign, together with a union-jack, on the fore-topmast 
stay. Shortly afterwards the combined fleet followed mo- 
tions by doing likewise. At the same time the Santa Anna, 
and the shi]3S nearest her, opened a heavy fire upon the 
Boyal Sovereign, 

At ten minutes past 12, Admiral Collingwood com- 
menced the action, as he passed close under the stem of the 
Santa Anna, by pouring the whole of his larboard broad- 
side into lier as his guns were brought to bear ; then keep- 
ing a “close luff,” he took up his station on the starboard 
bow of his opponent. As he did so, the gallant vice- 
admiral said to his captain, “ What would Nelson give to 
be here ? Singularly enough, as showing how completely 
the minds of these two noble admirals were what the 
French call en rapport, Nelson observed at the same 
moment, “ See how nobly Collingwood carries his ship into 
action.” 

Following the course adopted by that able professional 
writer, Allen, in his description of the battle, we will traco 
the doings of the ships of the lee line, in the order in which 
they went into action. 

The Koyal Sovereign, while closely engaging the Spanish 
three-decker, was raked distantly by the San Leandro 
ahead, Fougueux on her quarter, and for a short time the 
San Justo and Tndomptahle also fired at her. The Santa 
Anrm lost her mizen-topmast a few minutes after she en- 
gaged the Royal Sovereign, and at 1.20 her three masts fell 
over the side ; 40 minutes later she struck her colours to 
her opponent, which had also lost her raizen-mast. Soon 
afterwards the mainmast of the Royal Sovereign fell over 
the starboard side, tearing off two lower-deck ports, and 
the foremast was so badly wounded as to be in a tottering 
state. 

The next ship, the Belleisle, after sustaining for twenty 
minutes the concentrated fire of the rearmost ships, and 
losing her mizen-topmast and more than 50 men killed and 
wounded, ranged close under the Santa Anna's stern, and 
fired her larboard double-shotted guns into that ship. Pass- 
ing on she returned the fire of the Fouguexix and Monarch 
with her starboard broadside, then steered for the Indompt- 
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able ; but as that ship, after a few broadsides, bore away to 
the soijtli-east, the Bdleiale engaged distantly the San Juan 
Nepoimiceno on her starboard beam. A little before one 
the main-topmast of the British seventy-four went over the 
side, and as the enemy’s ships were now pressing forward, 
her position became very critical. The Fougueux ranged 
up close alongside, striking her in the gangway with her 
larboard bow, and rolling her foreyard over the BelleiMa 
quai*ter-deck. After ten minutes* hot action, the latter lost 
her mizen-mastj and a little later the Fouguevx dropped 
astern and hauled to the northward, when the Achille took 
up a station on the larboard quarter of Captain Hargood’s 
ship, and under tho protection of the wreck of the mizen- 
mast, which masked the fire of her opponent’s guns, the 
French seventy-four engaged the BelhiCle as she lay unman- 
ageable with her head to the eastward. At this time the 
Aigle, having replaced tho Sam, Juauy was cannonading her 
on the starboard side, aud the San Justo and Leandro, in 
crossing her bows to join Admiral Gravina in her rear, also 
opened their batteries upon her. Soon after two the Bede- 
isle lost her mainmast close to the deck, and twenty minutes 
later an 80-gun ship, supposed to have been the French 
Neptune — which had been engaged with the Victory — took 
up a position on her sttirboard bow. To complete the hap- 
less plight of the ship, at 2.45 the foremast and bowsprit 
were shot away, and now she lay like a log on the water, 
defenceless, for her guns could not be worked, owing to the 
wreck. Yet proudly defiant as ever, and disdaining to 
strike, the crew had lashed an ensign to the fallen topsail- 
yardarm, which projected over the quarter ; and tliat there 
might be no mistake as to their readiness to receive any 
amoTint of shot without flinching, a union-jack was secured 
to a boarding-pike and lashed to the stump of the mizen- 
mast. At length, at a quarter-past three, the Polyphemus 
thrust herself between the Neptune and her opponent, the 
Defence engaged the Aigle, and presently the Swiftsure* 
passed under the stem of the Betleisle, and took off the fire 
of the Achille, As she did so, her crew manned the rigging, 

* The British Swiftswre : there was a ship of that name in each 
fleet. Also there were two oalled Achille, and no less than throe 
tmes engaged in the battle. 
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and gave three cheers to the gallant fellows who had so 
nobly sustained the reputation of British seamen — a com- 
pliment which the men of the Belleisle heartily returned. 

The Ma/rs, in coming into action, suffered sevei;^ly from 
the raking fire of four of the enemy’s ships, and while haul- 
ing up, in order to cross the bows of the Scm Juan, was 
followed and closely engaged by the PluJbon, As she was 
coming head to wind, in order to avoid running on board 
the Santa Anna, she was raked by the M(mmca and Algedras. 
The T<mnjant coming to her assistance, the Maura engaged the 
FougueuM and Fluton, and suffered severely in the unequal 
conflict. Soon after one o’clock, a round shot carried off the 
head of the gallant Captain Duff, throwing his body on the 
gangway, and killed two seamen standing near him. Otlier 
ships arriving up to her assistance, the Fougueux made 
off to the northward, and the PluUm to join Admiral 
Gravina. 

The Tonnanb passed close under the stern of the Monarca, 
and, pouring in a raking broadside, hauled up alongside. After 
a short action, the Spanish ship dropped astern and struck her 
colours, but afterwards re-hoisted them. The A Igesiras, which 
was on the Mmiarca^s lee quarter, attemjDted to cross the stem 
of the British 80-gun ship ; but the latter, putting her helm 
hard-a-port, bore up and ran the French seventy-four on 
board. Whilst thus engaged on the starboard side, the 
Tonnant fired her larboai^ guns across the bows of the 
Mars at the FlvAm and San Juan, Captain Tyler received 
a severe wound, which obliged him to depute the command 
to Lieutenant Bedford; and about the same time tlie Alge- 
bras lost her foremast, and the Tonnant, whose fore-topmast 
and mainyard had already been shot away, lost her otlier 
two topmasts. The crew of the French seventy-four now 
made an attempt to board, bub were repulsed; and at 2*20 
the Algesiras struck her colours, and was at once taken 
possession of by a prize crew of 50 men from the Tonnant. 
A little before three, the San Jua/n hailed to say that she 
had surrendered, and Lieutenant Clement and two men 
were sent in the jolly-boat to take possession. When about 
halfway, the boat was struck by a shot and swamped ; and 
while the lieutenant, who could not swim, was clinging to 
her, another shot struck her on the quarter, causing the 
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boat to turn bottom upwards. Mr. Clement continued to 
hold on until one of the men who had swum to the Ton- 
nanty returned with a rope, by which the young officer was 
hauled qp board. Having no boat left that could swim, 
the Tonnant was unable to take possession of the San Juan^ 
which, however, was secured by the Dreadnougld, 

The Bellerophon got into action five minutes after the 
Tonnant^ and in attempting bo i-ange alongside the Monarca^ 
fouled the Aigle^ and thus became engaged on both sides. 
The MovdaneZy Swiftsure^ and Bahama at the same time 
brought their guns to bear on the British ship, and about one 
o’clock her main and mizen- topmasts fell over the side, causing 
the sails to catch fire. Her master was killed, and Captain 
Cooke fell mortally wounded. Lieutenant Cumby then 
assuming command. The Colossus and other ships soon 
came to the assistance of the Bellerophon^ and the Monarca^ 
having hauled down her colours, was taken possession of 
by her. 

The Colossus passed the French Swiftsure^ and laying 
the Argonauts alongside, encountered her until the French 
seventy-four, disengaging her rigging aloft, dropped astern. 
The Colossus also received the fire of the Swiftsure on her 
larboard quarter, and of the Bahama^ which lay a little 
ahead of the French ship. About three, when the SvAft- 
sure had dropped astern, the Bahama^ having lost her main- 
mast, surrendered. The Swiftsure, in the mean time, bore 
up with the intention of passing under the stern of the 
Colossus; but the latter, wearing round, shot away the 
Swiftsure's mizen-mast, and the Ori<m in passing brought 
down her mainmast. The Smflsure upon this surrendered, 
and as the Colossus was hauling up to secure her prizes, her 
mizen-mast went over the side. Early in the action. Captain 
Morris, who commanded her, was struck by a shot a little 
above the knee ; but the gallant captain, applying a tourni- 
quet to the wound, refused to go below. Not until the 
action had ceased, and the Agamemnon had taken his ship 
in tow, would he leave the deck. The terrible loss she had 
sustained — 200 killed and wounded — ^proves better than 
any panegyric how nobly the crew of the Cohssws had done 
their duty. 

The British AchUh engaged the Montanez to leeward, 
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and when the latter sheered o£r, became closely engaged 
with the Spanish Argorumta, After a hot actien, the 
French AcMlle edged down on the quarter of her British 
namesake, while the Bervoich^ after engaging thcr Befmce^ 
ranged up on her starboard side. The French Achille soon 
passed on, when the Berwick, after an hour’s action, struck 
her colours, and was taken possession of by Captain King. 

The Dreadnought engaged the San Juan Neponvacenoy 
and after fifteen minutes’ action, ran her on board, when 
she surrendered. This ship had been previously engaged 
by the Bellerophon, Defiance, Tonnant, and others, and made 
a gallant defence. The DreadnougM then engaged the 
Principe de Asturias till that ship hauled off. 

The Polyphemus and Swifitsure engaged the Achille until 
the French seventy-four, having lost her mizen-mast and 
foreyard, and being in flames aloft, ceased firing. 

The Revenge, having hooked the jib-boom of the Aigle into 
her mizen-topsail, raked that ship with terrible effect. Forg- 
ing ahead, the Revenge was engaged by the Principe dc 
Asturias, the Indomptahle and San Justo, until the Dread- 
nought and Thunderer took off the fire of the two latter 
ships. 

The Defence was first engaged with the Berwick, and then 
with the San Jldefonso, which she compelled to surrender 
after an hour’s action. The Thunderer, when approaching to 
the assistance of the Revenge, raked the Principe de AsturiaSy 
and on the French Neptune coming up, engaged her, until 
she, with Admiral Gravina’s flagship — ^which had sustained 
such injury that her main and mizen-masts fell during the 
night — and some other ships bore away towards Cadiz. 

The Defiance closed with the crippled Aigle; but a party 
of seamen having boarded the latter, were driven back to 
their ship by a destructive musketry-fire from her tops, waist, 
and forecastle ; upon this the lashings which held the two 
ships were cut adrift, and the Dejumce sheering off, opened 
so well-directed a fire upon the enemy, that some one in 
the Aigle hailed to say she surrendered. Captain Durham* 

* Captain Durham, though earnestly entreated by Sir Sobert 
Oalder to return to England with him to give evidence on his trial, 
refused to do so ; but the captains of the Ajax and Thmiderer, having 
consented to accompany him, laissed the battle. 
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accordingly sent a boat on board to take possession, as be 
did also of the San Juan^ which, however, was the prize of 
the DreadffKmghU 

We ni)w turn to narrate the deeds of the weather line, 
led by the Victory. Eight in front of her lay the Santissima 
Trinidad^ and Nelson correctly divining that the French 
commander-in-chief was at no great distance from her, ordered 
the Victory to be steered for the huge four-decker, his old 
enemy at the battle of St. Vincent. As the Victory bore 
down slowly under a press of sail, at about twenty minutes 
pjist noon, first the Biicmtaure, Villeneuve's ship, and then 
seven or eight others, opened a terribly destructive fire 
upon her; and Mr. Scott, Nelson’s secretary, was shot 
dead while conversing with Captain Hardy. When within 
500 or GOO yards of the enemy’s line, the Victory's 
mizen-topmast was shot away, and also her wheel, so that 
she was obliged to be steered with the relieving tackles 
below. The cannon shot plunged through the ship and 
swept the decks; one ball killing eight marines on the poop, 
upon which, at Nelson’s request. Captain Adair, the com- 
manding officer, directed his men to lie down until they 
could be employed. Shortly afterwards a splinter from the 
fore-brace bits passed between the admiral and Captain 
Hardy, a portion of it tearing away the buckle from the 
shoe of the latter. The friends looked anxiously at each, 
each fearing the other was injured. Lord Nelson smiled 
and said : “ This is too warm work to last long. Hardy.” 

Still the Victory advanced and fired not a shot in return. 
It must have been trying work for the men at their guns ; 
but there was no help for it, for the cluster of ships that was 
keeping up this terrible cannonade was ahead of her, and 
Nelson had the fui-ther object of impressing the enemy with 
the grandeur of thus calmly approaching them. M. Ville- 
iieuve subsequently owned to having experienced the moral 
effect Nelson sought to enforce, and he confessed, as appears 
from a letter by Captain Blackwood to his wife, which 
appears in the “ Despatches,” vol. vii. p. 224, that the con- 
duct of the Victory^ Temkrairc^ and Neptune struck liim 
with unbounded admiration. 

Captain Hardy now remarked to Lord Nelson that it was 
impossible to pass through the cluster of ships ahead without 
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fouling one of them, to which his lordship quickly replied, 

I cannot help it ; it does not signify which we *run on 
board of ; go on board which you like : take your choice.^' 
By this time the Victory had lost 50 men killed and^vounded, 
and her saOs were hanging in ribbons ; but her turn had 
now come. At 4 minutes past 12, by the Victor]/ s log, the 
helm was put a-port, and as the flagship passed close to the 
larboard side of the Bmentaure^ she poured so terrible a 
broadside into her, that she was observed to heel over two or 
three streaks on receiving it. Every gun had been double 
or treble-shotted, and by the subsequent report oit\\Q Bucen- 
taure's own officers, so murderous had been the effect of that 
single broadside, that 400 men were struck down, and 20 of 
her guns dismounted. 

The Victory then hauled round close under the stern of 
the French flagship, intending to bring her to action to 
leeward, but came into collision with the Redoutahle^ the 
concussion driving the latter off nearly before the wind. 
With their yardarms locked, these two ships became fiercely 
engaged, while the Victorijs larboard guns continued to 
play upon the Bucentavnre and Santissima Trinidad. The 
tops of the Kedoutahle were filled with sharpshooters, who 
continued to pour a biting fire, and to throw hand grenades 
upon the Victory's decks. The battle was soon at its height; 
an hour and a quarter had passed, and Nelson, with Captain 
Hardy by his side, continued pacing the quarter-deck, — a 
space about 25 feet in length, bounded forward by the 
companion-ladder and abaft by the wheel, — and giving his 
orders with the utmost composure amid the hail of bullets, 
when at 1.25 he received his fatal wound. His lordship 
was just about to walk aft, when Captain Hardy turning, 
observed him in the act of falling on his knees, with his left 
hand just touching the deck, almost on the same spot on 
which his secretary, Mr. Scott, had received his death-wound. 
Some seamen caught the admiral, and Hardy, running up, 
expressed an earnest hope that the wound was not severe. 
But Nelson knew it was mortal. They have done for me 
at last, Hardy,” he replied. ** I hope not,” replied the 
former. “ Yes,” continued Nelson, “ my backbone is shot 
through.” And so it was. A musket-ball fired from the 
miaen-top of the Redoutahle had entered the left shoulder 
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through the strap of the epaulette, and passing down-wards 
had lodged in the spine. His lordship was carried below to 
the cockpit by a sergeant of marines and two seamen. 
Pr. Beatjy, the surgeon of the Victory ^ in his deeply-interest- 
ing narrative of the great admiral’s last moments, says that 
as he passed through the decks, he caused his face and star 
of the Bath to be covered by his handkerchief, in Older that 
he might not be noticed by the crew. 

In order to continue our narrative of the battle, we will, 
for a few minutes, leave the cockpit of the Victory^ the 
gloom of which was only relieved by the uncertain flickering 
light of the battle* lanterns, as they illumined the face of the 
expiring hero, who taught British seamen how to die as well 
as to live for their country. 

The bullet that struck Nelson was the means of signing 
the death-warrant of every soul in the mizen-top of the 
Iledoutahle, Captain Adair, of the marines, and Mr. John 
Pollard, midshipman, immediately snatched up muskets, 
and the other seamen and marines continued to fire upon 
the group, until one by one they were all picked oflT, the last 
being shot as he was descending the rigging. To Mr. 
Pollard* has generally been awaked the merit of having 
killed the man who shot our greatest admiral. 

The loss liad been so severe on the quarter-deck of the 
Victory y that Captains Hardy, Adair, and two or three officers 
were nearly all that remained. Observing the deserted 
appearance of the deck, the commander of the Redoutahle 
ordered his crew to board, but the Victory's men came 
streaming up from their guns below, and the audacious 
attempt to capture Nelson’s own ship was instantly repulsed. 
In this affair Captain Adair was killed, and Lieutenant 
Earn mortally, and Mr. Westphal, midshipman, sevez'ely 
wounded ; many seamen and marines also fell. 

At about the same time the Tmm'airc ran on board the 
Bedoutahle on the starboard bow, and lashed the Prench 
ship’s bowsprit to the fore part of her main rigging. The 

* This officer never rose above the rank of lieutenant, and recently 
died in Greenwich Hospital, where he had been suffered to linger out 
his days in obscurity, while courtiers and others who had scarcely seen 
a shot fired, and had only entered the service during the forty years* 
peace, were transformed into carpet knights and admirals. 
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Redoviahle soon ceased firing, in order to extinguish a fire 
which had broken out on board, and Captain Hardy sent 
Messrs. Ogilvie and Collingwood, midshipmen, with a party 
of men to take possession ; her masts soon afterwards went 
by the board, one after the other. The Termraire was, 
owing to the light wind, some time in getting into action, 
and, like the Victory^ sustained considerable damage when 
bearing down to the attack. At first she engaged the 
Neptune^ and then the Medoutahle as described above. 
When the Fougucux quitted the Belleiah and approached the 
Temeraire, with the evident intention of boarding, the latter 
fired her starboard guns into her with telling effect. As the 
Fougu&im fell on board, the crew of the British ship imme- 
diately lashed her fore-rigging to the sheet-anchor, while a 
lieutenant, with a mate, midshipman, and 30 men, boarded 
her by the main rigging. In ten minutes the French crew 
were driven below, and the Fougueux^ whose captain was 
lying on the deck mortally wounded, became Captain 
Harvey's prize. 

The British Neptume was some time also in getting into 
action, and passing under the Bucentaurds stern, shot away 
her main and mizen-masts ; continuing her course she en- 
gaged the Santissima Trinidad, until the huge four-decker 
lost her mammast, her fore and mizen-masts already having 
gone overboard. The Neptune subsequently sustained the 
fire of Dumanoir*s division, when it passed to windward of 
the British fieet. The Leviathan and Conqueror closely 
followed the Neptune, and while the latter raked the Bticenr 
taure, the former hauled up on her lee quarter ; and when 
the French flagship, having shortly afterwards lost her fore- 
mast, surrendered, the Leviathan sent a boat on board to 
take possession. Admiral Yilleneuve and his two captains 
were taken on board the Mars; the Conqueror having mean- 
time bore away to attack the Santissima Trinidad. This 
ship, which lay a hulk on the water, was eventually taken 
possession of by the Prince, which took her in tow at 5.30. 

The small 64-gun ship Africa, being far to windward of 
the rest of the fleet, sustained the fire of the enemy's van 
ships as she came into action. At length she engage^ with 
great gallantry, the InPrepide, until relieved by the Orion. 

The LevvaLkm^ after encountering the Spanish four-decker, 



GREAT BATTLES OF THE BRITISH HAVT. 


351 


hauled lip to engage the French van, and at about three 
brought the San Augustin to action. The Spanish ship 
tried to pass ahead of the British seventy-four, but the 
latter poured a treble-shotted broadside into her at 50 yards* 
range, with terrible effect. The San Augustin then fell on 
board her opponent, and the Lematluvn^s first lieutenant, at 
the head of a strong boarding-party, jumped on board and 
carried- the ship without much opposition. It is related of 
a seaman of the Levmthomy who had one of his arms shot off, 
tliat he refused to be carried below by his messmates, telling 
them they would be of more use at the guns, and coolly 
walked down to the cockpit. Arrived there he would not 
allow the surgeon to attend to his wound until his turn 
came ; and during the time occupied by the amputation, 
which was performed close to the shoulder, the gallant 
fellow sang, in a clear steady voice, “Rule Britannia.” 
Sad to say, he died in hospital at Gibraltar. 

The Orion wore round under the stem of the Intrepide 
soon after four, and thrusting herself between that ship and 
the Africa^ engaged her with such effect, that in less than 
a quarter of an hour she shot away the Intr^pulds main 
and mizen-masts \ the Conqueror and Ajax arriving up, the 
French commander, a little before five, was forced to sur- 
render his gallantly-fought ship. 

Rear-Admiral Dumanoir, with the van squadron, con- 
sisting of the Formidaibley Buguay Trouiny Mont BlomOy 
Scipiony and NeptunOy having succeeded in hauling to the 
wind on the starboard tack, became engaged, about 3 p.m., 
with the AjaXy Britanniay Agamemnony and Oriony as those 
ships were running down to participate in the action. Three 
of the enemy*s fleet, the Rayoy San Frandi^co de Adisy and 
HeroSy attempted to follow Dumanoir, but being unable to 
weather the British line, bore up, with the intention of 
joining Vice-Admiral Gravina in the rear; as they did so 
they were engaged by the Britanniay and other ships near 
her. Dumanoir’s squadron, while passing to the southward, 
opened fire indiscriminately on the British ships and their 
prizes; among the latter the Fougueux suffered severely, 
losing her main and mizen-masts, and several men killed and 
Wounded, but our ships sustained little damage or loss. The 
Minotaur and Spartiate heaving to, first exchanged several 
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broadsides with Diimaiioir’s squadron, and after passing the 
first four ships, wore and cut off the Spanish Neptuno, This 
ship they engaged, and forced her, after a brilliant defence, 
to haul down her colours. • 

Having now briefly traced the fortunes of each sail of 
the British fleet during this eventful day, let us turn to the 
central ship, the renowned Victory^ and to the central 
figure on board her, the illustrious admiral, to whose fore- 
sight and genius this crowning achievement of a glorious 
life was due. 

It was a sad but a sublime spectacle that was presented 
in the Victory 8 confined cockpit. Callous and unsympathetic 
indeed must be the Englishman who can, without emotion, 
read the account of Nelson’s last moments, recorded by the 
surgeon of the Victory. On reaching the dusk and gloomy 
chamber situated in the deepest recesses of the ship, known 
as the cockpit, the dying hero was laid upon a midshipman’s 
mattress, and stripped of his clothes. The surgeon then 
proceeded to probe the wound, which he soon ascertained to 
be moi’tal — an opinion entertained by Nelson himself from 
the first. His lordship) suffered excruciatingly from pain and 
thirst, and frequently called for drink and asked to be fanned 
with paper. Captain Hardy, notwithstanding repeated 
messages from his dying chief, was unable to leave the 
deck j but about an hour and ten minutes after the fatal 
shot, he made his way through the crowded cockpit to 
Nelson’s bedside. “ They shook hands,” says Dr. Beatty, 
“ veiy affectionately, and Lord Nelson said, * Well, Hardy, 
how goes the battle 1 How goes the day with us *1 ’ ‘ Very 
well, my lord,’ replied Captain Hardy ; ‘ we have got twelve 
or fourteen of the enemy’s ships in our possession, but five of 
their van have tacked, and show an intention of bearing down 
upon the Victory. I have therefore called two or three of 
our fresh ships round us, and have no doubt of giving them 
a drubbing.’ ‘I hope,’ said his lordship, ‘none of our 
ships have struck, Hardy.’ ‘No, my lord,’ replied Cap- 
tain Hardy ; ‘ there is no fear of that.* Satisfied on this 
point of primary importance, the admii-al now spoke of him- 
self. ‘ I am a dead man. Hardy. I am going fast ; it will 
be all over with me soon.’ Hardy rung his friend’s hand, 
and, filled with grief, returned to the deck.” 
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It was at this time that Dumanoir’s squadron, passing to 
windwdrd, appeared as if intent on cutting otf the Victory, 
an attempt which was thwarted by the approach of the Orion 
and certain of our ships, as before described. The Victory also 
opened fire, the concussion causing great distress to his 
lordship, who exclaimed, ‘‘Oh, Victory, Victory, how you 
distract my poor brain ! ” Nelson’s sufferings now became 
veiy acute. “He could almost wish,” he said, “that he 
were dead.” After an absence of about fifty minutes. Cap- 
tain Hardy again descended to the cockpit, and shaking 
his admiral by the hand, congratulated him on the brilliant 
victory the British fieet had achieved, expressing his belief 
that fourteen or fifteen sail had surrendered. “That is 
well,” replied Nelson, “ but I bargained for twenty;” and 
then emphatically exclaimed, “ Anchor, Hardy, anchor ! ” 

“ I suppose, my lord,” returned the captain of the Vic- 
tory, “ that Admiral Collingwood will now take upon him- 
self the direction of affairs.” 

“Not while I live, I hope, Hardy,” cried the dying hero ; 
and endeavouring ineffectually to raise himself from the bed, 
he exclaimed, “ No ! do you anchor, Hardy ! ” 

Captain Hardy then said, “Shall we make the signal, 
sir]” 

“Yes,” answered his lordship, “for if I live I’ll 
anchor.” 

JCaptain Hardy again returned to the deck, and a quarter 
of an hour later it became apparent to all round Nelson’s 
couch that his last moments were near at hand. Duty, the 
ruling passion strong in death, alone animated him as he 
lay fainting and dying. Every breath he drew cccasioned 
him insupportable agony, but yet his thoughts were only of 
liow the battle progressed, and of thankfulness that he had 
done his duty. “ I thank God I have done my duty,” occa- 
sionally broke from his parched lips. They were his last 
words, and at half-past four his spirit passed away from its 
shattered tenement. We will not seek — indeed it would 
be presumption on our part were we to attempt the task 
— to eulogize the noble and unselfish character, the lofty 
patriotism, and the consummate genius of the dead hero. 
The noblest monument to his fame he reared himself. The 
Nile and Trafalgar are naval victories unequalled in the 
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world’s history, and it is quite certain that they will never 
he surpassed. • 

On hearing of Nelson’s death, Captain Hardy first des- 
patched a lieutenant to Collingwood to acquaint ,him that 
his lordship bad been wounded, and soon afterwards, accom- 
panied by Captain Blackwood, he proceeded in person on 
board the Jioi/al Sovereign to break the news of the death 
of the illustrious admiral. Collingwood, notwithstanding 
that it was Nelson’s dying command, decided not to anchor. 
Having shifted his fiag to the Euryalus, it was not until 
9 p.m. that he signalled the fieet to prepare to anchor, of 
which permission the Defence and some other ships, includ- 
ing some of the prizes, availed themselves, the remainder of 
the fleet wearing and drifting out to sea. At the conclu- 
sion of the battle, Cape Trafalgar was in sight, about eight 
miles distant. The following were the enemy’s ships actually 
in possession of the British : — 



Spanish. 


Feench. 

Guns. 


1 Guns. 

130 

Sa/niissima Trinidad. 

80 

Bucentaure. 

112 

Santa Anna. 



80 • 

( 

' NepUmo, 

[ Argonauta. 


Rcdo'iibahle. 

Fou’gueux. 


^San Augustin. 

74^ 

Algesiras. 


Monarca. 

Aigle, 

74- 

Bahama. 


Siviftsurc. 


S(m Juan Nepomuceno. 


Beni'ick, 


^San Ilde/onso. 


[Achille (which blew up). 


The losses of the British fleet were very heavy. The 
Victory had 57 killed, including Lord Nelson, his secretary, 
the captain of marines, one lieutenant, two midshipmen, and 
a captain’s clerk; and 102 wounded, including two lieu- 
tenants, two marine officers, and three midshipmen. The 
Temkroire lost 47 killed, among whom were two marine 
officers and a midshipman ; also 76 wounded, including one 
lieutenant, a marine officer, one mate, one midshipman, and 
the boatswain. The Neptune* s loss was 10 killed and 34 
wounded, including the captain’s clerk. The Lemathan had 
four killed and 22 wounded, including a midshipman. The 
Britannia had one lieutenant and nine men killed, and the 
master, a midshipman, and 40 men wounded. The Con- 
qm'or had two lieutenants and one man killed, and one 
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lieutenant, a marine officer, and seven men wounded. The 
Afrim lost 18 killed and 44 wounded, including one lieu- 
tenant, a captain of marines, two mates, and three mid- 
Eliipiiion. The Agamemnon had two killed and seven 
wounded. The Ajax, two killed and nine wounded. The 
Orion had only one man killed, and two midshipmen and 
21 men wounded. The Mimtaur lost three killed, and 22 
wounded, including a midshipman and the boatswain. The 
Spariiate had three killed, and two midshipmen, the boat- 
swain, and 18 men wounded. The Royal Sovereign had 47 
killed, among whom were one lieutenant, the master, a 
lieutenant of marines, and two midshipmen; and 94 
wounded, including two lieutenants, an officer of marines, 
a mate, four midshipmen, and the boatswain. The 
Belleisle had 33 killed, including two lieutenants and 
one midsliipman, and 93 wounded, including one lieu- 
tenant, a marine officer, two mates, two midshipmen, and 
the boatswain. The Mars lost her captain, two mid- 
shipmen, and 27 men killed ; and 69 wounded, including 
two lieutenants, the master, the captain of marines, and 
five midshipmen. The Tonnant had 26 killed, inclusive of 
one midshipman ; and her captain, a mate, a captain^s clerk, 
the boatswain, and 46 men wounded. The Bellerophon 
lost 27 killed, including her ca]>tain, the master, and one 
midshipman; and 123 wounded, among whom were the 
captain of marines, one mate, four middies, and the boat- 
swain. The Colossus had 40 killed, including the master ; 
and 160 wounded, including the captain, two lieutenants, a 
marine officer, a mate, eight midshipmen, and the boat- 
swain. The Achille lost one midshipman and 12 men killed, 
two lieutenants, the captain and lieutenant of marines, one 
mate, three midshipmen, and 51 men wounded. The 
Dreadnought had seven killed and 26 wounded, including 
a lieutenant and two midshipmen. The Polyphemus lost 
two killed and four wounded. The Revenge had two mid- 
shipmen and 26 men killed ; the captain, one lieutenant, the 
master, the captain of marines, and 47 men wounded. The 
Bvnftsure lost nine killed and eight 'wounded, including a 
midshipman. The Dejlame lost 17 killed, among whom 
were 0210 lieutenant, one midshipman, and the boatswain ; 
and 53 wounded, including the captain, two mates, and two 

2 a2 
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laidshipmen. The Thunderer had four killed, and a mate, 
a midshipman, and 10 men wounded. The Defence lost 
seven killed and 29 wounded. The total casualties thus 
were 449 killed and 1,241 wounded. ^ 

The damages sustained by the ships of the British fleet 
were not less considerable, and testified to the extreme 
obstinacy of this the final struggle for the mastery of the 
ocean. The Belleisle was totally dismasted, the Royal 
Sovereign^ Tkmhrairey and Bellerophon lost their main and 
mizen-masts ; the Victory and Colossus their mizen-masts ; 
and nearly all the others lost either topmasts, or lower or 
topsail-yards, in some instances the lower masts being in a 
tottering condition. 

[Those of our readers desirous of studying the details of 
the battle of Trafalgar, should gain admittance, by ticket 
from a member, to the Museum of the Royal United Service 
Institution in Whitehall Yard, where is an admirable model 
of the battle, constructed at a cost of some hundreds of 
pounds. Here, also, are numerous most interesting relics 
of Nelson, including a lock of hair, a letter, his cocked hat, 
and pieces of the Victory and of her union-jack. 

[In the Painted Hall at Greenwich, as is generally known, 
may be seen the identical coat the hero wore when he met 
his death, with the blood-stains and the bullet-hole in the 
shoulder,] 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

1805 - 1807 . 

The Fate of the Prizes taken at Trafalgar — ^The Obsequies of Nelson 
— ^Howards to the Fleet — Sir Biohard Strachan’s Action, 4th 
November, 1805 — Frigate and Boat Actions during the year 1805^ 
Sir John Duckworth’s Victory off St. Domingo, 6th February, 1806 
— Lord Cochrane’s Achievements — ^Frigate Actions during the year 
1806 — Sir John Duckworth forces the Dardanelles — Admiral Gam- 
bier’s Expedition to Copenhagen — ^Frigate and Boat Actions daring 
the year 1807. 

During the whole of the 22nd October the wind blew in 
fresh squalls, and the 13 prizes which remained under way, 
closed round the Royal Sovereign ; but now commenced a 
series of disasters which ended in leaving afloat only those 
four ships which had conformed with Nelson’s dying in- 
junctions to anchor. The Bucentaure, which had drifted 
towards the shore, was wi*ecked ; the crew and the party of 
British seamen in charge, being rescued by the boats of a 
French frigate. It came on to blow a heavy gale from the 
north-west during the night of the 22nd, and the Eedoutahle 
foundered on the following morning, only 170 men being 
saved by the noble exertions of the crews of the Temiraire 
and Swiftsure, who lost 18 men in their endeavours to 
succour their late foes. The Fimgmux^ having on board 
30 men of the Temeraire as a prize crew, drifted on shore, 
and was totally wrecked, with the loss of all hands except 
25 men. The prize crew of the Algedra^y having called to 
their assistance their French prisoners, the latter over- 
powered their captors, and having rigged jury-masts, carried 
the ship into Cadiz harbour. 

Commodore Cosmao Kerjulien, who had escaped into 
Cadiz, seeing the distress of the British fleet and its prizes, 
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put to sea in the teeth of the gale, with five sail of thp line 
and five frigates. Collingwood formed in line with his 
shattered ships, and offered battle, but could not save the 
Santa Anna, and Neptuno, which were retaken *by the 
frigates of the French admiral, who, however, declined to 
fight. It was not so easy to return to Cadiz. The h^ionip- 
table, 80, having on board the survivors of the Bitcentaure' s 
crew, in addition to her own men, in all over 1,000, was 
wrecked, with the loss of 900 souls ; the Mayo, 100, rolled 
away her masts, and fell into the hands of Captain Pnltency 
Malcolm of the Donegal, but was wrecked, with great loss 
of life, 70 of the prize crew being also drowned ; and the 
San Francisco d'Asis, 74, also went on shore, but her crew 
were happily saved. 

In the ensuing night another of the prizes, the Monarca, 
drove on shore, and in the night of the 25th, tlic Aigle was 
also wrecked. Seeing the impossibility of saving the Saiir 
tissima Trinidad, Collingwood was forced, with regret, to 
scuttle this, the largest sliip in the world. On the 29th of 
October, the Intrepide was burnt by the Britannia, the San 
Augustin by the Leviathan and Orion, and the Argonauta 
was scuttled by the Ajax, To complete the tale of disaster, 
the Berwick was wrecked, and 200 of her crew perished 
with her, the remainder being saved by the gallant exertions 
of the men of the Donegal, Out of the eighteen prizes only 
four, — the San Ilde/onso, Bahama, Swifisure, and San Juan 
Nepomuceno, ships whicii, in company with the Defence, 
had ridden out the gale, — ^reached England in safety^ and 
these were so shattered that they never again left poi-t. 

The body of the British fleet anchored a little to the 
westward of Cape Lucar, on the 28ih of October, and Col- 
lingwood, finding that tlie wounded prisoners were far too 
numerous to receive proper attention, offered to send them 
on shoi’e, a proposal thankfully accepted by the Spanish 
go\emor of Andalusia., who most magnanimously threw 
open the hospitals of Cadiz to the wounded British seamen. 

The news of the victory of Trafalgar was received by the 
nation without exultation, for all joy at so grand a triumph 
wiis damped by the thought of the irreparable loss the 
country and the navy luwl sustained in the death of the im- 
mortiil hero who had achieved it. Lord Malmesbury records 
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how universal was the grief. "Not one individual,” he 
says, felt joy at this victory, so well-timed, so complete, but 
first had an instinctive feeling of sorrow.” Speaking of the 
illuminsitions in honour of the victory, he continues, " I 
never saw so little public joy ; every common person in the 
street speaking of their sorrow for him, and then of the 
victory.” Even the imperturbable Pitt, whom no event in 
his long career could disturb from his high-souled equanimity, 
thus records his feelings : " That he had been called up at 
various hours in his eventful life, by the arrival of news of 
various hues, but that, whether good or bad, he could always 
lay his head on his pillow and go to sleep aga-in. On this 
occasion, however, the great event announced brought with 
it so much to weep over, as well as to rejoice at, that he 
could not calm his thoughts, but at length got up, though 
it was 3 o’clock in the morning.” 

A public funeral was accorded to the dead hero. For 
three days his body lay in state in the Painted Hall at 
Greenwich ; from thence it was removed to the Admiralty, 
and on the 9th January, 1806, was borne to St. Paul’s, 
beneath the dome of which princely mausoleum it lies side 
by side with that of the conqueror of Waterloo. The heir 
to the throne, all the king’s sons, the ministers and the 
nobles of the land stood around the coffin as it was lowered 
into the grave ; but it is recorded that the most interesting 
portion of the procession were the sailors of the Victory, the 
men who had stood by their admiral on that terrible Octo- 
ber day. These gallant but untutored veterans, — who had 
witnessed undismayed the ravages of death, as shot and shell 
ploughed through the Victomjs crowded decks, carrying off 
comrades and friends, and in many instances sparing their 
lives only at the cost of a limb, — these simple warriors could 
not restrain their grief j tears coursed down their weather- 
beaten cheeks, and sobs echoed through the building, while, 
as the coffin slowly disappeared for ever from their sight, 
they tore his flag, the union-jack of the Victory, to jneccs, 
each one retaining a fragment as a memorial of his beloved 
chief. 

Monuments have been raised to the memory of Nelson in 
London, and elsewhere ; but the noblest is the old Victory^ 
which is still carefidly preserved at Portsmoutli, and ever 
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should be as long as two planks hold together. There can be 
seen, marked with a plate, the spot on which the*" great 
admiral fell, the cockpit in which he breathed his last, 
together with portraits of him, and over the wheel, in letters 
of gold — the motto should be inscribed in every English- 
man’s heart, in not less enduring characters — his last me- 
morable signal. On each annivei’sary of his tiinmphant 
death, the ship is dressed with flags, and the mastheads are 
itrowned with garlands. Let us hope with Dr. Beatty, that 
“his splendid example will operate as an everlasting impulse 
to the enterprising genius of the British navy.” 

An earldom was conferred on the hero’s heir, his brother. 
Collingwood was made a peer, with a pension of 2,000^. a 
year. Rear-Admiral the Earl of North esk was made a 
K.B., and Captain Hardy created a baronet. The first 
lieutenants of the Victory^ Bellerophon^ and Mars^ and the 
acting-captains of the Ajax and Thunderer^ were promoted 
to the rank of post-captain ; and the second, third, fourth, 
and flag-lieutenants of the Victory ^ the first and second lieu- 
tenants of the Royal Sovereign, and the first lieutenants of 
every ship, were made commanders. Four midshipmen of the 
Victory, three of the Royal Sovereign, two of the Britannia, 
and one from every other ship, were promoted to the rank 
of lieutenant. This was the last great naval battle of the 
war. Napoleon henceforth gave up all idea of wresting the 
sovereignty of the seas from this country, and relinquished 
at the same time his scheme for the invasion of England. 
Not even could he secure the “ six hours’ ” command of the 
Channel, which he considered sufficient to ensure the success 
of his favourite project. 

On the 2nd November, as Rear-Admiral Dumanoir, who 
had escaped from Trafalgar with his own ship, the Formi- 
dable, 80, and the seventy-fours, Mont Blanc, Scipion, and 
Duguay Trouin, was bearing up for Rochefort, he fell in 
with the Phoenix, 36, Captain Baker, which he chased. The 
Phoenix made sail to escape, firing guns, which at length 
attracted the attention of Commodore Sir Richard Strachan, 
who was cruising in those waters with a squadron. He 
now in turn pursued Dumanoir, who tried his utmost to 
escape ; but about noon of the 4th, seeing the futility of such 
an atcenipt, turned to bay. 
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The following were the ships of the British squadron 


Guns. 

80 CoBsar 


74 




< Namur 

(. Courageux 


Captain Sir Biohard Straohan. 
Hon. Alan Gardner. 

„ Lawrence Halsted. 

,, Biohard Lee. 


Frigates. 


36 Santa Margarita Captain W. Bathbone. 

32 JEolus „ Lord William Fitzroy. 

38 RdvoVutionnaire ... „ Hon. Henry Hotham. 


The Caesar commenced the action by opening her larboard 
guns on the Formidable^ the Hero and Courageux engaging 
the Scqnon and Mont Blame. A little before one, the Caesar 
made the signal for close action, and soon afterwards the 
Duguay Trouin^ which had had no antagonist, the Namur 
being a long way astern, attempted to rake the British flag- 
ship. In this she failed, and passing to leeward of the Caesar 
and HerOy received a destructive fire from those ships. The 
French admiral now tackfcl with his ships, and about 
1.20 p.m. Sir Richard Strachan wore after the enemy, the 
Hero and Courageux tacking at the same time. The Hero 
now led the line, and about two fired into the Scipioriy which 
ship, having lost her main-topmast and fallen to leeward, 
had been engaged by the Courageux and the Phoenix and 
Bh)olutionnaire frigates. The Hero now fired into the 
Formidahhy and the Namiir, arriving up a little before three, 
made sail after the Mont Blane, The Caesar, having repaired 
damages, was in the act of opening fire on the Formidable, 
when the French flagship, being almost a wTeck, hauled 
down her colours, and was taken possession of by the Namur, 
The Duguay Trouin and Mont Plane endeavoured to form 
a line ahead of the Seipion, when the latter ship, having lost 
her main and mizeii-masts and fore-topmast, surrendered. 
The two remaining French ships now tried to escape, but 
were overtaken by the Hero and Ccesar, and after a hot 
action of 20 minutes, during which they were reduced 
almost to wrecks, struck their colours. The battle cetiscd at 
3.35 p.m. 

The British loss was slight. The Ccesar had four men 
killed and 25 wounded. The Hero, one marine officer and 
nine men killed, and three officers and 48 men wounded. The 
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Cov/rageuXy one killed, nnd four officers and 13 men wounded. 
The NamuTy four killed, and three officei's and life men 
wounded. The frigates had five killed and 14 wounded. 
Total loss, 24 killed and 111 wounded. ^ 

The French suffered severely. The Formidable had 200 
killed and wounded, including among the latter Admiral 
Dumanoirj the Scipion about the same number; Mont 
Mane, 180; Duguay Trouin, 150. The Formidable and 
Mont Blanc had only their foremasts left standing. The 
prizes were taken to Plymouth, and were added to the 
navy. Sir Richard Strachan was rewarded with the riband 
of the Bath for the valour and ability displayed by him, 
the captains received gold medals ; the first lieutenants were 
promoted to commanders, and the officers and men received 
the thanks of Parliament. 

Some brilliant frigate actions were fought during the 
year 1805. Early in February the 16-gun brig Curieux, 
Captain Bettesworth, captured the privateer Dame Emoi^f, 
of the same force, after a sanguinary action, in which the 
French brig lost 70 killed and wounded out of her crew of 
120 men, the Gurievx losing one officer and six men killed, 
and Captain Bettesworth and three men wounded, out of 
only 67 men and boys. Another hard-fought action, and 
one that reflected the highest honour to the French navy, was 
the engagement off Vizagapatam, between the British 36-gun 
frigate 6'an Fiorenzo, Captain Lambert, and the Psyche, 32. 
Captain Bergerct, commanding the latter, did not surrender 
until he had lost out of his small complement three lieu- 
tenants and 54 men killed, and 70 officers and men 
wounded. The British loss also 'svas not inconsiderable : 
one midshipman and 11 men were killed, and four officers 
and 32 wounded. Even more creditable to our seamen, 
because more unequal, wtis the conflict on the 1 6th February 
between the 32-gun frigate Cleopal/ra, Captain Sir Robert 
Laurie, Bart., and the French frigate Ville de Milan, 40, Cap- 
tain Renaud. Between 2.30 p.m. and 5.15, the two ships, 
running parallel to each other, maintained a most desperate 
artillery fire at musket-shot range, until the CleopatQ^a's 
rudder being rendered useless by a shot, the French frigate 
ran into her, and after several attempts to board, which were 
repulsed, at length carried the Britisii frigate by dint of over- 
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powering numbers. In this fiercely contested action the Cleo- 
patra, out of 200 men, lost 22 killed and mortally wounded, 
and 3G wounded j her fore and mainmasts and her bowsprit 
were also shot away. The VUle de Milan likewise experi- 
enced heavy losses, including her captain killed ; her main 
and mizen-masts went over the side during the night. That 
day week both ships were sighted by the Leander, 50 ; and 
being jury-rigged, were captured without firing a shot. Sir 
Eobert Laurie was appointed to the command of the French 
frigate, and the first lieutenant of the Cleopatra was pro- 
moted to the rank of commander. 

Off the island of Cuba, the Renard, 18-gun corvette, Cap- 
tain Coghlan, engaged the French privateer General Ernouf 
(late the British brig Lily), and after a close action of thii*ty- 
iive minutes, the General Emouf blew up with the loss of 
upwards of 100 men. Very dashing was the service per- 
formed by Lieutenant Yeo of the 38-giin frigate Loire, 
Captain Maitland, 'ilie lieutenant, with the boats of the 
frigate manned with 50 men, first cut out two privateers, 
mounting five guns, and having on board 82 men ; and on 
the following day (4th June), having landed with his men, 
stormed a 12-gun battery near Finisterre, the Spanish 
governor, whom he slew in a personal conflict, and 41 men 
being killed and wounded. The 12 guns wore spiked, and 
part of the fort blo^vn up, the Loire, in the inean time, 
having taken possession of the 24-giin corvette Confiance 
and the brig Belier, Lieutenant Yco, on his return to 
England, was promoted and given the command of the 
Confiance, 

Captain Mudge of the Blanche, 36, made a gallant and 
protracted resistance against a French squadron of four 
sliips, one a frigate of 40 guns, but was compelled to sur- 
render, having lost 23 men killed and wounded, with six 
feet of water in the hold, and seven of his guns dismounted ; 
in fact, the Blanche was such a total wreck, that her caj> 
tore set her on fire and destroyed her the same night. 
Many boat actions took place during the year 1805, one of 
the most gallant being the capture, on 6th July, of three 
Spanish privateers, carrying 20 guns and 150 men, by 
Lieutenant Pigot and a party of officers and men of the 
Cambrian, 40. Our loss was 17 killed and wounded, in- 
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eluding the lieutenant, who received three musket-halls, 
while the Spaniards had 25 killed and 22 wounded. Mr, 
Pigot was very properly promoted to commander. 

A strikiugly gallant action was fought on the 10th August, 
between the PlmnvXy 36, Captain Baker, and the Didon, 40, 
Captain Milius, who, mistsking the British frigate for a 
20-gun ship he was in search of, made sure of an easy 
victory. Captain Baker endeavoured to engage the enemy 
to leeward, but, being foiled by his adversary, who displayed 
much skilful seamanship, i*anged up to windward within 
pistol-shot of the Didon^ both ships being then on the port 
tack. The Didon luffed across her adversary's stem, raking 
her with great effect ; but a second attempt to repeat the 
mancBuvre not succeeding, the two ships fell foul of each 
other, when the French seamen tried to board, but on each 
occasion were repulsed with slaughter. The ships having 
at length cleared one another, the fight proceeded until the 
DidorCa foremast was shot away, when Captain Milius 
hauled down his colours. Out of 245 men and boys, the 
Phoenix lost 12 killed, including two officers, and 28 
wounded, among whom were two midshipmen* and a lieu- 
tenant of marines. The Didon lost, out of a crew of 330, 
27 killed and 44 wounded. She was added to the navy 
under the same name. 

Rear-Admiral Troubridge, Nelson's friend, and one of 
the best officers in the navy, being sent out to the 
East Indies with the Blenheim^ 74, in charge of some 
Indiamen, engaged single-handed and beat off the Marengo^ 
80, Admiral Linois, and BdU Poule^ 40. Troubridge had 
been appointed to the command in the East Indies, but by 
some unaccountable blundering, the Admiralty neglected to 
recall the admiral in command. Sir Edward Pellew, which 
caused a disagreement between these two gallant officers. 

At length Troubridge was recalled and appointed to the 
Cape of Good Hope station, and thither he repaired in 

* Mr. Midshipman Carling’s wound was of a very remarkable 
description. This young gentleman was sucking an orange with most 
praiseworthy sang-froid, when a musket-ball passed through his 
mouth; but his jaws being distended (thanks to the orange), the 
bullet entered one cheek and passed out at the other, without break- 
ing a tooth. Mr. Phillips, another midshipman, saved the captain’s 
life by shooting a Frenchman who was taking deliberate aim at him. 
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January, 1807, in company with the Java^ a Dutch-built 
frigate, and the Harrier sloop, commanded by his son. The 
sloop reached the Cape in the middle of March, but the line- 
of-battle ship, with the noble admiral, whom Lord St. Vincent 
pronounced only second to Nelson, and the Java, were never 
heard of more. It is supposed they foundered, during a heavy 
gale, in the night of the 5th February. 

On the 25th July, 1806, before his return to England, 
Captain Troubridge, in company with the Greyhound^ 32, 
Captain Elphinstone, engaged off Macassar, and captured a 
Dutch 36-gun frigate and two armed ships ; the latter struck 
to the Harrier j the frigate being the prize of Captain Elphin- 
stoiie. Linois ultimately fell into the hands of the British, for 
on the 13th March, 1806, as he was approaching the Azores, 
on his way home with the Marengo and Belle Foule, he was 
chased by Sir J. B. Warren’s squadron, consisting of the 
London^ 98, Captain Sir Harry Neale ; Foudroyant, 80, Cap- 
tain White, and Amazon^ 38, Captain Parker. After a smart 
action, the Marengo surrendered to the British flagship, and 
the Belle Poule to the A mazon. The loss on board the London 
amounted to one midshipman and nine men killed, and two 
ofticers and 20 men wounded. The Amazon had her first 
lieutenant, a marine officer, and two men killed, and five 
wounded. The Marengo lost no less than 63 killed and 
82 wounded, including Admiral Linois and Captain Vrig- 
naud (both severely), a sufficient proof of the su[)erior 
gunnery of British seamen ; for it should be borne in mind 
that the broadside of a French 80-guii ship equalled that 
of one of our first-rates, and in the present instance the 
Marengo's broadside excelled that of the London by 
120 lb. 

Turning to tlio Mediterranean, we find that Sir John 
Duckworth joined the British fleet at Cadiz on the 15tli 
November, 1805, and the new coinmander-in-chief, Lord 
Collingwood, detached him, on the 2Gth December, in pur- 
suit of two French squadrons of 1 1 sail of the line and four 
frigates, which had sailed from Brest. Sir John Duckwoi-tli 
first chased the squadron of Admiral Yillaumez, who had 
been despatched to the Cape of Good Hope with one 80-giiu 
ship and five seventy-fours, but not overtaking him, he 
the Powerfuly 74, to warn Sir Edward Pellcw of 
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the approach of the French reinforcement, and then, with the 
rest of his squadron, proceeded to Barbadoes, which he 
reached on the 12tli January. From Barbadoes, where he 
was joined by Rear-Admiral Cochrane, he sailed to St. Kitts 
to water and refit, when on the 3rd February**lie learned 
that a French squadron had been seen steering for St. Do- 
mingo. Tliither ho proceeded, and at daybreak on the 
6th February, came in sight of the town of St, Domingo, off 
which the following ships lay at anchor : — 

Qiins, 

« 

80 Alexandre „ Garreau. 

C Brave Commodore L. Conde. 

74 < Bior.iede Captain J. IB. Henry. 

(^Jupiter „ G. Laignel. 

Frigates, Comdte and FdUcitS, Corvette, Diligente. 


74 


The BritMi squadron consisted of the following ships ^ 

Gana. 

f f Vice-Admiral Sir John Backworth, K.B, 

Superb < (White). 

(. Captain Bichard G. Keats. 

^Bear-Admiral Hon. Alexander I. Coch- 
Northumberland.,, J rano (White). 

(, Captain John Morrison. 

Qix n „ f Bear- Admiral Thomas Louis (White). 

Canopus ^ Captain Francis W. Austin. 

r Spencer „ Hon. Bobert Stopford. 

*!4!<Bonegal „ Pulteney Malcolm. 

t Atlas „ Samuel Fym. 

C4 Agamemnon „ Sir Edward Berry. 

Frigates : Acasta^ Captain Dunn, and MagidennCf Captain Mackenzie. 
Sloops ; Kingfisher and Epervier, 


On perceiving the British squadron M. Leisseignes slipped 
his cables and made sail to escape. At a little after 10 a.n). 
iheSuperby being the first to close with the enemy, engaged 
the Alexandre^ and a few minutes later, the Northvmiherlatvl 
gallantly engaged the Imperial, She was, without doubt, 
the largest ship in the world, for she mounted no less than 
130 guns of large calibre, and had a crew of 1,200 men, so 
that she was a match for any two seventy-fours. The Spcnccr 
soon afterwards engaged the Birnitdoy the hostile sqjiadrons 
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running before the wind at the rate of some seven knots 
an hour. After the thii-d broadside, the Alexandre suddenly 
hauled to the wind on the port tack, and lufling across the 
bows of tjie Superhy left the Imperial in close action with 
her and the Northumberland. The French 80-gun ship 
soon attempted to rejoin her consorts, but the Spencer^ 
pouring in a raking fire, the Alexandre wore, when the. 
British seventy-four, hauling'iipon her starboard beam , brought 
her to close action. About half-past 10, the Canopus leading 
the loo line, crossed the bows of these two ships, and firing 
a broadside into the Alexandre^ shot away her already 
tottering masts. The Donegal and Atlas also fired into the 
Alexandre in passing, and at 11 the ship, being a wreck, 
suri*endered. The Spencer, •without waiting to take posses- 
sion, wore and made sail towards her consorts. The D<ynegcd 
brought the Brave to close action, and caused her to strike 
her colours. The Atlas engaged the Jupiter ; but in obedi- 
ence to the admiral’s signal, made sail after the Canopus 
to attack the ImpMal and Diomede. The Donegal accord- 
ingly engaged the Jupiter, and, after a few broadsides, ran 
her on board, when she suri’endered. The Atlas, while- 
trying to rako the Imperial, fouled the Canopus, and after- 
wards became closely engaged with the Diomede. Th& 
French three-decker, which had been brought to action by 
the Northumberland, assisted by the Superb and Canopus,. 
was fought with great gallantry ; but having lost her main 
and mizen-masts, Admiral Leisseignes hauled towards the 
land, when the ship struck with great violence, losing her 
foremast. 

Shortly afterwards she surrendered, having lost, by French 
accounts, 500 killed and wounded. The Dioniede also ran 
on shore, her three masts going over the side ; and thus, in 
less than two hours, tho five line-of-battle ships were either 
caj)tured or driven on shore, the frigates only escaping. 

The British loss was not heavy, considering the great 
success achieved. The S^iperb had six killed, and one lieu- 
tenant, the master, four midshipmen, and 50 men wounded. 
The Northumberland, one midshipman and 20 men killed, 
and seven officers and 72 men wounded. The Canopus, 
eight officers and men killed, and 22 wounded. The Spencer, 
the boatswain and 17 men killed, and Captain Stopford, 
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three officers, and 46 men wounded. The Donegal^ one mid- 
shipman and 11 men killed, and the master, three ftiidship- 
nien, and 29 men wounded. The -4 lost eight killed, and 
the master, boatswain, and nine wounded. The Agarmmiyyti, 
which came up when all was nearly over, had only one man 
killed and 13 wounded. The total casualties were 74 killed 
and 264 wounded. 

The Northumberland lost her mainmast, the Donegal her 
foreyard, and the Atlas her bowsprit. The Imperial and 
Diomede, being bilged and becoming total wrecks, were set 
on lire ; and the other three prizes were taken to Jamaica. 

Admiral Villaumez had little better fortune than his 
brother officer, M. Leisseignes. One of his frigates, Le 
VolorUaire, 46, sailed into the Cape of Good Hope, not 
knowing of its surrender, and was captured by a British 
squadron lying there. The admiral then proceeded to the 
West Indies, where one of his ships, JJImpUueux, 74, was 
driven ashore in a gale, and destroyed by the Melampus, 
the three others being closely blockaded by a British 
squadron, until the crews themselves destroyed two of the 
number. Finally only three ships of his whole squadron 
returned to France. 

The achievements of Lord Cochrane, after his return from 
incarceration in a French prison, form one of the most remark- 
able chapters in this long and glorious war. Appointed to the 
command of a small frigate, the Pallas, 38, he became the 
dread of the French and Spanish mercantile marines, and 
sent his prizes into Plymouth in rapid succession, laden with 
all soits of treasures, ranging from ingots or dollars, to 
chui’ch, plate and bales of Papal bulls and dispensations for 
eating on fast days. On 5th April the boats of his ships 
boarded and captured La Tapageuse, corvette, carrying 14 
guns and 95 men. During the absence of these boats, two 
20-giin corvettes, and a 16-gun brig, bore down upon tlie 
PaUasy upon which Lord Cochrane, with his accustomed 
hardihood, though having only 40 men on board, chased 
and drove all three vessels ashore. After this he worked up 
and' down the coast for some weeks, capturing trading 
vessels, and destroying batteries and semaphores. On the 
14th May, Lord Cochrane, while in company with the 
Kingfisher y corvette, stood in towards Aix Roads, and .having 
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arrived within two miles of the batteiy on that island, 
shorteifed sail, so as to induce the Fi’ench admiral to attack 
him. M. Allemand sent out La Mmerve, 40, with three 
brigs, when the gallant captain of the PaUas, nothing 
daunted, first disabled one of the brigs, and then, by the 
display of some brilliant seamanship, getting to windward 
of the Minerve^ opened fire with his 12-pounders, and after 
engaging the shore battery and the frigate for some time, 
determined to carry the latter by boarding. Putting his 
helm a- weather, he ran into her with such force as to bring 
down his own fore-topmast, carry away jib, and fore -and 
main-topsail-yards, and otherwise reduced the Fallas almost 
to a wreck. The two ships then separated; but Cochrane was 
bent on making the Min&rve his prize, when two more 
frigates came out from Aix harbour, and his lordship was com- 
pelled to retreat. The Kingfisher^ 16 guns, Captain George 
Seymour (the late Admiral of the Fleet Sir George Seymour), 
bearing down, took the Pallas in tow, and Lord Cochrane 
soon afterwards returned to England to repair damages. 

Commodore Sir Samuel Hood did good service, while in 
command of a squadron of six sail of the line, off Kochefort. 
On 15th July, 12 boats of the squadron cut out from the 
mouth of the Gironde, with great gallantry, the 16-gun brig 
GeesaVy with the heavy loss of 11 officers and men killed, 
and 40 wounded. On the 25th, Sir Samuel Hcod fell in 
with five large French frigates, and captured four of them, 
after a spirited resistance, during which the Monarchy Cen- 
taur, and Mars, not being able to open their lower-deck 
ports, owing to the heavy weather, suffered severely in 
rigging and spars, and lost seven officers and men killed, 
and 30 wounded, including the commodore, whose arm was 
shattered. On the previous 27th July, the Mars, then 
commanded by Captain (afterwards Sir Robert) Oliver, 
after a chase of 150 miles, captured the Rhin, 44-gun frigate. 
Tn the successful military operations under Sir David Baird, 
that resulted early in the year in the capture of the Cape of 
Good Hope, the navy, under Sir Home Popham, earned 
distinction, as it did likewise in the Mediterranean, under 
Sir Sydney Smith and Commodore Hoste, who took part 
in the operations resulting from General Stuart's victory at 
Maida, in Calabria. 
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Among actions fought between single ships, the most 
remarkable were the capture of the 16-gun brigs ^Pheeton 
and Voltigeur by the Ptg'we, 36, Captain Boss, in which, 
while boarding the former, the master and eight men were 
killed, and three lieutenants and 11 men wouncled; the 
capture, near CivitS, Vecchia, by the Sirvus^ 36, Captain 
Prowse, of the Berg^re^ 18, and dispersion of a flotilla mount- 
ing 78 guns, in which gallant aflair one officer and eight 
men were killed, and three officers and 18 men wounded ; the 
unavailing resistance of the armed East-Indiaman Wa/rren 
Hastings^ maintained for several hours against the 40-gun 
frigate PiemorUaiae^ during which the Indiaman had her 
mizen-mast shot away, and 20 officers and men killed and 
wounded ; the capture of the Gu&mtre^ 40, by the Blanche^ 
38, Captain Lavie (who was knighted), in which the 
French frigate lost 20 killed and 30 wounded ; the action 
near the Havannah, between the Spanish frigate Pomona^ 
34, and the Arethusa^ 38, Captain Brisbane, when the 
Spaniard hauled down her colours, after 35 minutes* hot 
fighting, with a loss of 20 kOled and 30 wounded, that of 
the British frigate being 32 killed and wounded; at the 
same time the Anaoriy 44, Captain Lydiard, sank or drove 
on shore 10 gunboats, and silenced a battery; and the 
capture, in Batavia Beads, of a Dutch 36-gun frigate by the 
Caroline^ 36, Captain Bainier, with the loss of 21 killed and 
wounded.* 

Urged on by the intrigues of Napoleon’s special envoy, 
General Sebastiani, the Turkish Government, in December, 
1806, declared war against Bussia, with which power we 
made common cause, though, indeed, the Czar had forestalled 
the Sublime Porte, by invading what are now known as the 
Danubian Principalities. Under instructions from home. 
Lord Collingwood despatched Sir John Duckworth, with a 
squadron, to coerce the Sultan ; at Tenedos, the vice-admiral 
was joined by Admiral Louis, and, on the following day, the 
11th February, weighed and stood towards the Darda- 
nelles, a strait upward of 30 miles in length, and so narrow 

* The prize was re-named the Java, and, when under the command 
of Captain Pigot, was lost in the following year (as idready related), 
in company with the Blenheim, 74, the flagship of Vice-Admiral Sir 
Thomas Troubridge. 
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that it was commanded hy the Turkish batteries on either 
sliore* Contrary winds at first prevented the admiral from 
entering the Dardanelles, and when, after a delay of eight 
days, he proceeded to force a passage, the defences, which 
consistecl of three pairs of forts situated on either side, had 
been considerably strengthened. During this delay the JJaw, 
74. Captain Blackwood, unfortunately took fire on the 14th 
February, and was lost, with 250 of her men. On the 19th,- 
the squadron, consisting of the following ships, passed the 
Dardanelles, exposed to a heavy cannonade of stone shot 
from the Turkish forts and batteries. 


Guns. 


80 Canopus 

74 Repulse 

100 Royal George ... 

98 Windsor Castle . . , 

64 Standard 

Bomb Meteor (in tow) 

80 Pompde 

Bomb Lucifer (in tow) 

74 Endymion 

38 Active 


Bear- Admiral Sir Thomas Loais. 

Captain Shortland. 

,, Hon. Arthur Leg^ge. 

Vice-Admiral Sir John Duckworth (White). 
Captain Dunn. 

„ Boyles. 

„ Harvey. 

„ Collins. 

Bear-Admlral Sir Sydney Smith. 

Captain Bichard Dacres. 

„ Klliott. 

„ Hon. Thomas Oapel. 

„ Mowbray. 


The cannonade from the castles of Sestos and Abydos, at 
the narrowest point, was very heavy, but the m.iin body of 
the fleet passed on, while Sir Sydney Smith with a few 
ships attacked and drove on shore a Turkish squadron 
lying under the redoubt on Port Pesquies, mounting 31 
guns. This work, together with the ships, was destroyed, 
and the rear-admiral then rejoined Sir John Duckworth. 
The entire loss liithei-to had been 10 killed and 78 wounded. 
Having refitted his ships. Sir John proceeded, and arrived 
within eight miles of Constantinople on the 20th February. 
Instead of attacking the city, as Nelson, or even Duckworth 
himself would have done, had he not been hampered by 
the presence and advice of Mr. Arbuthnot, our ambassador 
at the Porte, precious time was wasted in despatching 
menacing letters. At length, finding that the defences of 
the capital had meanwhile been so strengthened that an 
attack was out of the question, the admiral resolved to 
retrace his steps while it yet lay in his power to do so> 

2 B 2 
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Accordingly the fleet weighed on the 3rd March, and ran the 
gauntlet of the forts, suffering severely from the heav/guns, 
which opened on them along the whole line of the Darda- 
nelles from numerous fresh redoubts and batteries. Many 
ships sustained serious injury, the heavy stone sliot that 
penetrated their sides weighing in some instances no less 
than 8001b., and measuring 26 inches in diameter. The 
total loss during this cannonade, which, be it said, was well 
responded to by the British ships, amounted to 29 killed 
and 138 wounded, among whom were 25 officers. 

On the 9th July, 1807, the famous Treaty of Tilsit was 
signed between the Emperors Alexander and Napoleon ; 
and one of its secret clauses requiring Portugal, Sweden, 
and Denmark to close their harbours against all British 
vessels, and place their fleets at the disposal of France, the 
English Government promptly despatched Admiral Ganibier 
to Copenhagen, with 17 sail of the line, besides 21 frigates 
and smaller vessels, escorting an army of upwards of 20,000 
men, under General Lord Cathcart. On the 14th August, 
the Danish king quitted his capital, intrusting its defence 
to Major-General Peiman ; and, as the latter refused to 
surrender the fleet to the British commanders, preparations 
were at once made to coerce the Danish Government. 

The Trekronen batteries at this time mounted 68 guns, 
besides mortars, the citadel 20 guns and four mortars, and 
the arsenal' batteries 50 guns and 12 mortars : to work these 
guns and man the defences there were some 12,000 soldiers. 
In front of the harbour were a 64-gun ship and upwards of 
30 gunboats and floating batteries ; while in the arsenal 
were 16 sail of the line and 21 frigates, and three seventy- 
fours were on the stocks. The operations that ensued were 
chiefly conducted by the army, the moving spirit being, as 
at the famous bombardment of Copenhagen by Nelson, the 
second in command. Sir Arthur Wellesley, destined to rival 
the great naval hero, and ultimately to repose by his side 
under the dome of St. PauFs. While advancing on the 
capital, the Cornua^ 22, Captain Heywood, captured, after 
a spirited action, the 32-gun fiigate Frederichscoa/rn. Much 
time was occupied by the land forces in constructing the 
necessary works for the guns, but at length, on the 2Dd 
September, the batteries and mortar-vessels opened fire on 
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the <ity ; and so effectually were the siege operations con- 
ducted that on the 5th Cfeneral Peiman sent out a flag of 
truce, and on the 7th September the treaty was signed, by 
which the Danish fleet of 18 sail of the line, 15 frigates, and 
upwards of 30 smaller vessels, were surrendered to our 
commanders. During these successfully-conducted operations 
the army lost 42 killed, 25 missing, and 145 wounded; the 
navy only 14 killed and 30 wounded ; while the Danish 
losses amounted to above 1,750. Only four of the captured 
shij)s of the line were found to be fit for service ; but the vast 
naval stores, which filled 92 transports, formed a valuable 
prize. The thanks of Parliament were voted to the army 
and navy. Admiral Gambler was raised to the peerage ; 
Lord Cathcart created a peer of the United Kingdom; 
Vice-Admiral Stanhope, Lieut.-General Burrard, and Major- 
General Bloomfield ma^ baronets ; and Captain Collier, of 
the Surveillomce frigate, who brought home the despatches, 
was knighted. 

The Danish West India islands of St. Thomas and 
St. Croix fell into our hands ; and one of the most gallant 
actions of the war was the capture of the Danish settlement 
at Curagoa, on the 1st January, by a British squadron of four 
frigates — the Arethusa^ 38, Captain Charles Brisbane ; the 
Latona, 38, Captain Wood ; Anson, 44, Captain Lydiard ; 
and the Fisgard, 38, Captain Bolton. The entrance to the 
harbour of Cura 9 oa is only fifty fathoms wide, while Fort 
Amsterdam, the chief work forming its defence, mounted 
GO guns ; there were also in the harbour the 36-gun frigate 
Ilalstom* and 20-gun corvette Surinam. Soon after day- 
light, the squadron anchored close to the forts and shipping, 
the “ saucy ” Arethusa bringing-to with her jib-boom over 
the wall of the town. As a summons to surrender in “ five 
minutes ” was not complied with, the squadron opened fire 
at 6.15 a.m., and after the third broadside Captain Brisbane, 
at the head of his men, boarded and carried the Dutch 
frigate. Captain Lydiard at the same time capturing the 
Surinam. Pulling ashore, the two gallant officers led their 
men against Fort Amsterdam, and, though it was manned 
with 270 soldiers, the sailors scaled the walls, and in ten 
minutes the British flag was floating- over this formidable 
work; Fire was now opened on Fort ilepublique, which 
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>vas situated on a higli hill, and commanded the town*; and 
before noon, this and other smaller forts, together with the 
entire island, were in the hands of Captain Brisbane. The 
British loss was only 17, while the Danes had 20Q killed 
and wounded. Captain Brisbane was deservedly knightpd 
for this most glorious achievement, and the three other 
captains received medals, the first lieutenants being pro- 
moted to commanders. 

The navy, under Commodore Sir Home Poj^ham, took 
part in the expedition against Buenos Ayres and Monte 
Yideo, though they were only engaged in the successful 
part, and had no share in the disastrous termination of the 
enterprise. 

In this year, Rear-Admiral Sir Edward Pellew, with two 
seventy-fours and some frigates and sloops, worked up the 
river Sourabaya, in the island of Java, and, after silencing 
some batteries at Madura, forced the Dutch to surrender two 
ships of the line, a frigate, and some guns and military 
stores at Gresaic. 

The list of frigate and boat actions during the year 1807^ 
and indeed until the termination of the war, is too lengthy 
even for the most cursoiy notice. Wo must not omit, how- 
ever, to chronicle the dashing courage with which the boats 
of the GcUatea, containing five officers and 70 seamen and 
marines, under the command of Lieutenant Coombe, boarded 
and carried the IG-gun brig L^nx, having on board 161 
men. After a pull of seven long hours, Mr. Coombe, who- 
had a wooden leg, led the assault in his barge ; a desperate 
struggle ensued, but, notwithstanding that the boarders 
were three times driven back into their boats, and that the 
brig fired grape-shot as well as musketry with fatal effect, 
the determined vsilour of the British seamen prevailed. 
The Lynx was carried with a loss of one lieutenant and 
eight men killed, and 22 wounded, the French brig losing 
14 killed and 20 wounded. Lieutenant Coombe, who was 
severely wounded in the thigh, was promoted, and received 
the command of the prize, which was re-named the Heureux. 
Unhappily the country soon lost the services of this dashing 
officer, for on the 28th November, 1808, Captain Coombe 
was killed by a 24-pounder shot from a land battery, after he- 
had, with only 19 men, cut out of the harbour of Mahant,. 
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in Guadaloupe, a schooner carrying two guns and 39 men. 
The h#ro expired, exclaiming, “ I die contented — die for 
my country.” 

The boats of the Spa/rtan, 38, Captain Jahleel Brenton, 
were no^ equally fortunate in an attempt to carry a heavily- 
armed polacre ship, and lost, out of 70 hands engaged, no 
less than 63 officers and men killed and wounded, among 
the former being the first and second lieutenants. As 
gallant, and more successful, were the seamen of the Hydra, 
38, Captain Mundy, in an attempt to cut out three large 
privateers from under the protection of a battery of four 
20-pounder guns placed on a cliff commanding the small 
harbour of Begur, on the coast of Catalonia. Three boats’ 
crews first landed, and, scaling the cliff, stormed the battery,' 
and then proceeded to seize the privateers, the crews of 
which had meantime made for the shore, whence they kept 
up a heavy fire on the Hydrda men, as the latter warped 
out the captured vessels : these were the ship Eugene, of 
16 guns and 130 men, and the brigs Caroline, 12 guns and 
40 men, and Rosario, four guns and 40 men. 

On the 31st August, 1807, the island of Heligoland capitu- 
lated to a British force, the naval portion of which was 
commanded by Vice-Admii*al B.ussell, and in December the 
Madura island surrendered to Sir Samuel Hood’s squadron. 
One of the most brilliant feats of the war was the capture, 
off Barbadoes, on the 1st October, of the privateer Jcime 
lliclmrd, seven guns, and having a crew of 92 men, by the 
packet Windscyr Castle, mounting eight small guns, with only 
28 men. After a desperate conflict, Captain Rogers of the 
packet, boarded and carried the privateer, with a loss of 13 
men, that of his adversary amounting to no less than 21 
]:illed and 33 wounded* 
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CIIAPTEK XXII 
1808-1809. 

Operations against the Bassian Fleet in the Baltic — ^Frigate and Boat 
Actions during the year 1808 — Lord Cochrane's Action in the 
Basque Boads, 11th April, 1809 — The Waloheren Expedition — 
Frigate and Boat Actions during the year 1809. 

In the year 1808 among our enemies we counted the great 
Northern power, which had concluded the famous Treaty 
of Tilsit with France ; but, on the other hand, we found our- 
selves allied with our ancient foe, Spain, driven into our 
arms by the insatiable ambition of Napoleon, who had placed 
his brother Joseph on the throne. 

Collingwood continued in command of the Mediterranean 
fleet, and Ganteaume, the French commandcr-in-chief, 
though in strong force, only ventured to sea from Toulon, 
in order to throw supplies and troops into Corfu, returning 
to Toulon in April, where he remained inactive till the end 
of the year. ' 

On the outbreak of the war with Bussia, Sir James 
Saumarez was sent with a fleet of 1 1 sail of the line to the 
Baltic, but no general engagement took place. The admiral 
sent his second in command, Sir Samuel Hood, with his 
own ship, the Centawr, and the Implacahley 74, Captain Byam 
Martin, to join the Swedish squadron, and the only fighting 
that took place was between these ships and the Russian 
fleet. The Implacdble engaged the Sewolod, 74, and after a 
smart action, compelled her to strike, but was unable to 
take possession, as the Russian admiral, Hanikoff, boro down 
to the rescue. The enemy proceeded to the harbour of Rogers- 
wick, and the Sewolod taking the ground. Sir Samuel Hood 
ran on board her, and lashing the bowsprit of the Russian 
seventy-four to his mizen rigging, compelled her a second 
time to strike her colours. Other Russian ships now ad- 



GREAT BATTLES OP THE BRITISH NAVY. 377 

vanccd, and the prize being immovable, with her hold half- 
full of water, she was set on fire and destroyed, after all the 
prisoners and wounded had been removed. The total num- 
ber of casualties in the Implacahle amounted to six killed and 
2G woutded ; in the Centaur^ three killed and 27 wounded ; 
while the Seicolod had 43 killed and 80 wounded in her first 
fiction, and after having received a reinforcement of 100 
men, lost 180 more in the engagement with the GmUmr. 

Tlius the British man-o’-war*s-man showed his invinci- 
bility when pitted against the seaman of any other nation, 
llussian, Spaniard, Dane, and Frenchman all alike came off 
second-best in an encounter with him. Sir James Saumarez 
blockaded the Russian fleet in Rogerswick, but on the 
approach of winter, returned to England, leaving Rear- 
Admiral Keats in command. 

By the terms of the famous Convention of Cintra, in 
Portugal, Sir Hew Dalrymple permitted the escape of a 
French army, and the officers and men of a squadron of 
nine sail were conveyed in British transports to Russia, 
though their ships were surrendered to Sir Charles Cotton, 
the British admiral, who would not permit them to be 
released according to JunoPs demand. In this year, 1808, 
British seamen displayed their prowess also against Turkish 
sailora. On the 5th July, the 38-gun frigate Seorliorse, 
Captain Stewart, engaged in the Levant the Badare Saffer^ 
52 guns and 543 men, and also the Fezan, 24 guns and 230 
men. Every attempt of the enemy to board was eluded by 
skilful seamanship, while an equally scientific display of 
gunnery caused the smaller vessel to fly after she had sus- 
tained great damage, and resulted in the surrender of the 
Badere Saffer. The carnage on board of her was terrible. 
No less than 170 men were killed and 200 wounded, while 
the ship was reduced to a perfect wreck, and her hull so 
shattered, that it was with difficulty she could be kept 
afloat. The SeiHrliorse, thanks to the consummate skill with 
which she was handled, lost only four killed and 10 
wounded. 

Equally successful, but more sanguinary as regards our 
losses, was the action between the 3 6 -gun frigate Amethyst y 
Captain Michael Seymour, and the French 40-gun frigate 
Theti^y Captain Pinsun. After an engagement in which every 
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attempt of the enemy to rake his ship failed, while Captain 
Seymour succeeded in sweeping the decks of the Thetis with 
terrible effect, the French captain tried to board j but just 
as his men were on the point of jumping on to her decks, a 
heavy and well-directed broadside cleared the Thelid fore- 
castle. Now muzzle to muzzle the two ships fought until 
after midnight, when the French fire was silenced, and the 
frigate boarded and taken possession of. The Amethyst had 
been repeatedly set on fii*e, had lost her mizen-mast, and 
out of a crew of 261 men and boys, had 20 officers and men 
killed and 50 wounded. The Thetis had lost even more 
heavily. Out of 436 men, including 106 soldiers, with 
whom she had commenced the action, she had her captain 
and 133 men killed and 102 wounded. Her rigging and 
sails were cut to pieces, her mizen-mast shot away, and her 
fore and mainmasts badly wounded. The first lieutenant 
of the Amethyst was deservedly promoted fco commander. 

Numberless were the feats arms performed by British 
seamen during the year, but they were thrown into the 
shade from this date, until the peace of 1815, by the more 
imposing achievements of the army, which, under the 
generalship of Wellington, displayed the traditional valour 
of the British soldier. 

We must not, however, omit to mention the action be- 
tween the French 40-gun frigate Piemontaise and the San 
Fiorenzo, *'36, commanded by Captain Hardinge, whose 
gallant capture of the Dutch brig Atalante, by the boats of 
the Scorpion in 1804, we have already described. After a 
two days* action off Cape Comorin, the Piemontaise struck 
her colours, having Ipst, out of a crew of 566 men, 48 
killed and 112 wounded. The San Fiorenzo^ which com- 
menced the action with only 186 men and boys, had to 
deplore the loss of her gallant and chivalrous captain, and 
12 men killed and 25 wounded. All three masts of the 
prize fell over the side a few days after the action. Not less 
spiiited was the attempt of the Terpsichore, mounting 26 
guns, to capture the Semillante, 36 ; after an engagement, 
which was renewed on the second day, the French frigate 
succeeded in escaping. The Terpsichore lost one lieutenant 
and 20 men killed and 22 wounded, chiefly through an 
explosion of some cartridge-boxes on the main deck, which 
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also set tlie sliip on fire. Very gallant were the services 
performed on the coast of Spain by the seamen of the 
EnieraM^ 38, Captain Frederick Maitland, who stormed 
two fort^ mounting respectively eight and five 24-pounder3, 
22 men being killed and wounded; and by the frigates 
AheMe, 38, Captain Maxwell, Mercury^ 28, Captain James 
Gordon, and Ghrasahopper^ 18-gun brig, Captain Searle, 
which destroyed or cut out nine gunboats at the entrance 
of Cadiz, and in sight of 11 sail of the line. About three 
weeks later, Captain Searle, whose dashing conduct on this 
occasion excited the admiration of his countrymen in the 
two frigates, and elicited the warmest encomiums from 
Captain Maxwell in his official report, while cruising off 
Faro, on the coast of Portugal, in company with the 14-gun 
brig liapid, Lieutenant Baugh, engaged four gunboats, 
and a battery under which they had taken protection, 
and after a severe action of two and a half hours, drove on 
shore two of the gunboats, and compelled the remainder to 
surrender. 

The navy and the country sustained in April of this year 
a great loss in the untimely death of Captain Conway 
Shipley. This gallant officer, when in command of tlie 
ComuSj 22, had greatly distinguished himself by his exploits 
against the Spaniards in the Canary Islands and elsewhere. 
Ifaving obtained information that the 20-gun brig Garotta 
was lying above Belem Castle ready for sea, he proceeded 
to cut her out with the boats of his ship, the Nymphe^ 36, 
and of the Bloasoni, 18, Captain Pigot. The eight boats, 
carrying 150 officers and men, proceeded to the entrance of 
the Tagus, and about 2.30 in the moripng, having got with- 
in hail of the brig, which was moored close under the guns 
of Belem Castle, orders were given to cast off and proceed 
to board. Captain Shipley was the fii’st to spring into die 
fore-rigging of the Ga/rotta, and was in the act of cutting 
away the boarding netting, when he received a musket- 
ball in the forehead, and fell dead into the river. After his 
death the attempt to carry the brig failed, the boats fouling 
one another. Captain Bettesworth, of the 32-gun frigate 
Tartar^ also fell a victim to his gallantry while engaged with 
a Danish schooner and five gunboats, which, however, were 
either .simk or driven under the batteries of Bergen. Four 
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Danisli gunboats were more successful in an attack upon the 
14-gun brig Tickler^ Lieutenant Skinner in command/* wliich 
was compelled to surrender, after losing 36 men out of her 
small crew of 50 hands. 

Several other severe actions were fought with' Danish 
gunboats. In one instance, the 16-gun brig Seagull fought 
a most gallant but unequal battle with the Longen, of 20 
guns, and six gunboats, each armed with two heavy guns. 
After an engagement which lasted for three hours, the Sea- 
gull, being almost unrigged and with five guns dismounted, 
was forced to surrender, having lost, out of a crew of 94 
men, her second lieutenant, master, and six men killed, and 
her captain (severely), first lieutenant (dangerously), and 18 
men wounded. The combined crews of the Danish vessels 
numbered 220 men ; but a more convincing proof of the 
pertinacity of the defence was afforded by the foundering of 
the Seagull immediately after the action. Her commander, 
Cathcart, was promoted to post rank. On one occasion the 
Africa, 64, Captain Barrett, when convoying 137 vessels 
from Carlscrona, was attacked off Mahno by 25 large 
Danish gunboats and seven armed launches, carrying 80 
heavy guns and upwards of 1,600 men. It being a dead 
calm, these craft were able to take up positions on the bow 
and quarter of the A frica, and keep up a heavy fire upon 
her with comparative impunity, as she coidd only reply with 
her bow and stern-chasers. Captain Barrett, who was 
wounded, fought his ship until nightfall, when the gun- 
boats retired j but the British loss amounted to nine killed 
and 53 wounded, and the ship was almost disabled. The 
officers and men of the Porcupine^ 22, Captain the Hon. 
H. Duncan, greatly distinguished themselves on the coast 
of Italy, in cutting-out expeditions, though this desperate 
description of warfare cost them considerable loss on more 
than one occasion. Brave to rashness was the attemi)t 
made by three boats of the Circe, 32, to carry the 16-gun 
brig Gigne, In this desperate affair. Lieutenant Crooke, 
commanding the boats, was wounded in four places ; and 
out of 68 men who accompanied him, only 12 returned 
unhurt. The Cigne was, however, boarded and captured on 
the following day by the boats of the Amarantlie, led by 
Lieiitenant Hay, in company with those of the Circe and 
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18-gun corvette. An ill-judged attempt on the part 
of Captain Croffcon, of the Wanderer^ 18, to storm some 
French batteries in the island of St. Martin, having a garri- 
son of 900 men, met with the failure that might have been 
anticipated. To undertake this duty, Captain Crofton 
lauded 135 sailors under command of a gallant young 
officer. Lieutenant Spearing, who was killed, together with 
six of his men, 30 also being wounded. Not less gallant, 
though equally unsuccessful, was the defence made off the 
island of Mauritius, by the Laurel^ 22, Cai)tain Woolcombe, 
having a crew of 144 men, against the Canonm^re^ 48 guns, 
with a complement of 350 hands. The same eulogium may 
be passed on the 18 brave fellows who fought the little 
4-gun schooner Rook against two French privateers, carry- 
ing 12 and 10 guns, until the commander was killed, and 
the mate and 13 men mortally or severely wounded. 
Worthy of honourable mention were the efforts of the 
officers and crew of the 14-gun brig Maria, who, though 
numbering only 65 souls, engaged a French 22-gun ship, 
with a crew of 160 men. The Maria struck, after losing 15 
men, including her gallant commander. Lieutenant Bennett ; 
but her captors had to run her ashore to prevent her sink- 
ing. These defences were not less honourable than the 
most brilliant victories, for the British officers and seamen 
who took part in them never dreamt of suiTendering until 
they had fought the battle out, even though success was 
absolutely unattainable. 

The year 1809 was one of great successes for our navy. 
Lord Collingwood’s last service to his country was the 
despatch of a squadron of six sail of, the line under Rear- 
Admiral Martin, to effect the destruction of a convoy of 
storeships, and of the Lion and Rolmste, 80, bearing the flag 
of Rear-Admiral Baudin, which were forced to run ashore, 
^hen they were so greatly injured that their crews set 
them on fire. Following up this success, Collingwood sent 
Captain Hallowell to Rosas, where the remaining portion of 
the large fleet of transports that had sailed from Toulon under 
Admiral Ganteaume, had taken shelter. The boats of the Ti- 
gre, Cumberland, Apollo, Topaze, VolonUiire, Scout, ?i.iid.Tvscan, 
under the command of Lieutenant Tailour, first lieutenant 
of the Tigre, boarded and carried four armed ships and a 
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felucca, in spite of a des|)erate resistance, and in face of a 
Leavy fire from the Castle of Kosas and other batterfes, and 
from a largo party of soldiers who lined the beach. By 
'daylight of the 1st November, 11 French vessels were either 
brought off or burnt at their moorings. The British loss on 
this occasion was 1 5 kOled, includmg two officers, and 55 
wounded, among whom were nine officers. Lieutenant 
Tailour, who was among the latter, was promoted to the 
rank of commander. Shortly before fiis, the Ionian Islands 
fell into our hands almost without firing a shot ; the chief 
loss sustained being at the capture of the small island of 
Cerigo, at the southern extremity of the Morea. In the 
si)riiig of 1810, Lord Colling wood was forced by ill health to 
relinquish his command to Rear-Admiral Martin, but, ani- 
mated by the purest patriotism, he had delayed his return 
to his native country until remedial measures were too 
late. The gallant and much-beloved admiral, the friend 
and successor of Nelson, who had continuously served on 
board ship for six years, expired on the 9th March, the day 
after he sailed from ilinorca. Lord Gambier had been 
blockading Admiral Villaumez at Brest, during the winter 
of 1808-9, but the British fleet being driven off the coast 
by a gale, the latter put to sea, with eight sail of the line 
and two frigates. Three 40-gun frigates which tried to 
join him off L’Orient, were driven on shore and destroyed 
by Rear-Admiral Hon. Robert Stopford's squadron of three 
sail of the line and one frigate. Proceeding southward, 
Villaumez reached the Basque Roads, where he was block- 
aded by the combined squadrons of Lord Gambier, Admiral 
Stopford, and Commodore Beresford, numbering 1 1 sail of 
the line, a force only equalling that of the French admiral. 
The Admiralty determined to destroy the enem/s fleet by 
fireships, and, taking advantage of the presence at Plymouth 
of Lord Cochrane, who had just arrived from off the French 
coast, they sent for his lordship to London, and notwith- 
standing the objections he urged, with becoming modesty, 
to undertake the duty when so many senior officers were 
with the fleet, he at length consented at the repeated solici- 
tations of Lord Mulgrave (first Lord of the Admii alty in 
the Duke of Portland's Government). Cochrane was not 
wrong in his fear that jealousy would be aroused .by his 
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appointment to carry out an undertaking wliicli had been 
propc&ed by Lord Gambier’s second in command, Admiral 
Harvey, a gallant admiral, who had carried the Temeraire 
through the thickest of the fight at Trafalgar. So enraged was 
this officer, that on the quarter-deck of Lord Gambicr^s 
flagship, he expressed his views on the slur thus cast 
upon him, in such intemperate language, imputing actual 
cowardice to his lordship, that he was brought to a court- 
martial and dismissed the service, though ho was afterwards 
restored. As some delay took place in the arrival of the 
fireships, eight of the 30 transports then in company, and 
the Mediator, storeship, were fitted out, and three explosion- 
vessels were equipped under Lord Cochrane's immediate 
supervision. Soon after the Etna, bomb, the fireships, and a 
transport laden with congreve rockets, and having Mr. Con- 
greve on board, arrived from England. About this time 
Yillaumez was succeeded by Admiral Allemand, who placed 
his ships in double line, close to the island of Aix, with 
three frigates about 700 yards in advance. At a distance of 
110 yards in front of these and across the channel leading 
from Basque Koads to the anchorage, he moored by heavy 
anchors, a boom, half a mile in length, composed of the 
largest cables floated by buoys and spars. The broadsides of 
the French ships of the line, consisting of one 120-gun ship, 
two of 80 guns, seven of 74, and the Calcutta, 50, bore upon 
this boom, while the shore batteries protecting the anchorage 
mounted upwards of 30 heavy guns, besides mortars. 

On the 1 1th April, Lord Cochrane, in the Imptrieuie, 38, 
anchored at the edge of the Boyart Shoal, about two and a 
half miles from the French fleet, tl^e Aigle, 36, Captain 
Wolfe; Unicom, 36, Captain Hardyman, and Pallas, 32, 
Captain George Seymour, anchoring close by, in order to 
receive the crews of the fireships on their return, and to 
support the boats of the fleet appointed to accompany them. 

The other 10 frigates, brigs, and bomb-vessels also took 
up their positions near the shoal. It was about 8.30, on a 
dark night, the wind blowing strong from the north-west, 
and with a strong tide, that Lord Cochrane in person led 
the fireships to the attack in the Mediator, the largest of 
the three explosion-vessels. Each of these latter contained 
1,600 .barrels of powder, having on the top more than 300 
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live shells, and thousands of hand grenades. It was a 
desperate service. * 

Lord Cochrane, accompanied by Lieutenant Bissel and 
four seamen, remained in the Mediator till the last moment, 
and kindled the port-fires with his own hand before descend- 
ing into the boat. The effect of the explosion was prodigious, 
and the scene that ensued one of the grandest that can be 
conceived. The sea was convulsed as by an earthquake, and 
nearly swamped Lord Cochrane’s boat, though his men had 
been pulling hard for seven or eight minutes in an opposite 
direction. Shells, grenades, and fragments of wreck were 
hurled to vast distances, falling among the French ships, 
though half a mile off. The huge boom was shaken, the 
pieces of spars of which it was composed being sent adrift. 
The fireships were unfoiiiunately not well managed ; some 
were fired too soon, others diifted harmlessly away, and 
only four reached the enemy’s position. The French seamen 
were seized with consternation, as these burning masses boro 
down upon them, and the cables of all the ships were slipped 
or cut, with the exception of that of the FoudroyanL At 
midnight 13 French ships were aground, and the entire 
fleet was hel 2 )less, with the excei)tion of the Foudroyant, 
80, and Cassard, 74, which had brought up. At C o’clock 
Lord Cochrane signalled the admiral from the Impmeuse, 
that “ Half the fleet can destroy the enemy,” and later that 
the frigates alone could destroy them; but valuable time 
was lost, and the French, by throwing overboard their guns 
and stores, and taking advantage of the rising of the tide, 
were, enabled to get afloat again. Seeing tliat Lord Gambier 
only brought his ship§» nearer the scene of action to anchor 
again some six miles from the enemy, Cochrane, filled with 
indignation and disgust at such over-caution, or rather 
pusillanimity, got under weigh about 1 p.m. in the Imperi- 
eme^ and without any orders dropped down, with the tide, 
towards the enemy. In the vain hope of inducing the com- 
mander-in-chief to send aid, he signalled, a little later, that 
his ship was in distress and required immediate assistance, 
and forthwith engaged the Ccdcutta and two seventy-fours, 
the Ville de Varsome and Aquilon, which were aground. At 
2 o’clock. Lord Gambier sent to Cochrane’s aid the seventy- 
fours Valiant and Revenge, and five frigates, and when, ao 



GREAT BATTLES OP THE BRITISH NAVT. 


385 


hour and a half later, these, ships arrived on the scene of 
actioif, .the Calcutta had already been abandoned by her 
crew, and taken possession of by an officer from the Imph^ 
euse. Before dusk both the-dg^mYonandthe Vilh de Varsovie 
struck, ^nd the crew of the Tonnerre^ 74, setting fire to 
her, made their escape in the boats. The Ocean, 120, Gas- 
sard, Eegulua, Jemappes, and Tourville, were all aground, 
with their crews deserting them, and though Captain Bligh, 
of the Valiant, signalled that they might easily be destroyed, 
the admiral ordered the advanced ships to be recalled. The 
signal was not obeyed that night ; but on its being repeated 
the following morning, it was complied with, the Aquilcm 
and Ville de Varsovie being first set on fire. Lord Cochrane, 
who had passed the night refitting his ship, which had suf- 
fered considerably in her encounter with tlie Calcutta, was 
preparing, in conjunction with Captain Seymour of the 
Fallas, and four brigs which followed her gallant example, 
to attack not only the ships aground, but the Foudroyant, 
80, and Cassard, 74, which had got afloat again, when ho 
received a letter from the admiral ordering his return in 
such peremptory terms that he could no longer refuse com- 
pliance. On Lord Cochrane’s retiring, the French crews 
returned to their ships, which were warped ofi*. Thus the 
British commander-in-chief saved the French squadron from 
destruction at the hands of Lord Cochrane. 

On the following day the Imph'ieuse sailed for England, 
having on board Sir Harry Neale, with Lord Gambier’s 
despatches. The Ministry, having determined to propose a 
vote of thanks to the admiral, his officers, and men. Lord 
Cochrane, in his capacity of member of Parliament, signified 
his intention to oppose the resolution. Lord Gambier, accord- 
ingly, demanded a court-martial, the verdict of which was 
an honourable acquittal of the admiral on all the points at 
issue. Public and professional opinion was at the time much 
divided as to the merits of the question, most of the officers 
examined, acquitting Lord Gambier of incapacity, and though 
the uncertain currents and variable winds, coupled with the 
imperfect knowledge of the shoals in the Basque Roads, 
formed the be,st excuse for the want of enterprise displayed by 
the admiral, it is certain that a Nelson would have made light 
of such difficulties. The result was that the vote of thanks 
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was carried in the House of Commons, and Lord Coc^ane, 
whose conduct alone merited such a compliment, became a 
marked man, and after he resigned command of the Im/perir 
euse, could never again obtain employment afloat. 

The Ministry, having resolved on an expedition for the 
purpose of attacking Antwerp and Flushing, where Napo- 
leon had a squadron of 10 sail-of-the-line with an arsenal 
and dockyard, fitted out a poweiful fleet of 37 ships of-the- 
line, with a vast number of frigates and smaller vessels, 
together with 400 transports, in which were conveyed 

40.000 troo])s, placed under the command of Lord Chatham, 
elder brother of the late William Pitt. No selection could 
have been more unfortunate than this, and all the celerity 
and ability displayed by Sir Richard Strachan, the nav^ 
commander-in-chief, was thwarted by the sluggishness and 
want of decision of the general. The fleet left the Downs 
on the 27th July, and the operations conducted in conjunc- 
tion with the navy were eminently successful. Flushing 
fell, after a short bombardment of two days, on the 14th 
August, when 6,000 men and vast stores fell into the hands 
of the British. A squadron of 10 frigates under Lord 
William Stuart, distinguished itself by its advance up the 
West Scheldt to support a garrison occupying the town of 
Batz ; and Sir R. Keats, in conjunction with some troops, 
compelled the surrender of the islands of Schowen and 
Duiveland. After these successes Lord Chatham thought 
it most prudent to relinquish the idea of attempting the 
siege of Antwerp ; and accordingly two-thirds of the army, 
with the bulk of the fleet, returned to England, about 

12.000 men and a s^all squadron remaining in occupation 
of the island of Walcheren. Before the end of September, 
the malignant Polder fever had carried off or attacked half 
the men of the division ; but it was not until the beginning 
of December that the remnant of the force was withdrawn 
to England, the whole of the docks, arsenals, and fortifica- 
tions of Flushing being first destroyed. 

On the coast of Africa the French settlement of Senegal 
was captured, and on the 7th January Captain Yeo of the 
Confkince, 20, aided by two Portuguese brigs and 500 
soldiers, in the most gallant manner stormed two batteries 
near Cayenne, on the South American coast. Shortly after 
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lie advanced against General Victor Huqnes, who, with 
1,000 Hven, was marching to meet him ; and after .36 hours* 
heavy fighting, Captain Yeo and his Portuguese allies com- 
pelled the French general to surrender with 400 men. 
Cayenne# was then occupied with a loss to the British of 
only two killed and 22 wounded. Even more important 
was the surrender, on the 24th February, of the island of 
Martinique, which was garrisoned by 5,000 troops, and 
mounted on its different fortresses 500 guns. A squadron 
of six sail-of-the-line, six frigates and some smaller vessels, 
commanded by Bear-Admi^ Hon. Sir Alexander Coch- 
rane, co-operated with a force of 10,000 soldiers com- 
manded by General Beckwith. The only loss sustained by 
the navy was in the bombardment of Fort Desaix, when 
the naval brigade lost 25 men killed and wounded. The 
French, under the orders of the veteran admiral, M. Vil- 
laret Joyeuse, Lord Howe’s old opponent on the 1st June, 
made a noble but ineffectual resistance, and the reduction 
of the island was completed. 

Some small islets, called Saintes, near Guadaloupe, being 
taken possession of on 14th April by Captain Beaver and a 
British squadron, three French line-of-battle ships, lying .at 
anchor in the roads beneath, were compelled to put to sea. 
They were chased by the admiral’s flagship Nejytune, 98, 
and Pompee, 74, which, however, were outsailed by three 
18-gun brigs. One of these, the Becruit, commanded by 
Captain Charles Napier (who had already earned distinc- 
tion at Martinique), coming up with the IXHautpmUy kept 
up a fire upon her with so much skill and gallantry as to 
delay her, so that by night the Pompte arrived up. The 
French captain fought his ship with obstinate courage, but 
was compelled to surrender to the Pompee, which lost nine 
killed, and Captain Fahie, the first lieutenant, and 28 
officers and men wounded. Captain Napier was rewarded 
by Sir Alexander Cochrane with the command of the prize, 
which was re-named the Ahercromby, 

There were some other brilliant exploits performed by the 
navy during the year. The 10-gun brig Onyx, Commander 
Gill, captured the Dutch 16-gun brig Mar^y, a prize from 
the British, for which Captain Gill obtained post rank. The 
Cleopatra, 32, assisted by the Jason, 38, and Hazard, 18, 
2 c 2 
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attacked and broiiglit off the Topaze^ 40, although she was 
anchored under the protection of a battery. Good*«ervice 
was also rendered to the country by the Belle Povle, 38, 
Captain Charles Brisbane ; by the Horatio, 32, Captain 
George Scott ; also by the boats of the Arethusa, 34 Captain 
ilobert Mends, in capturing and destroying some French 
batteries on the north coast of Spain ; and by the boats 
of the Mercury in cutting out from the port of Bovigno, on 
the coast of Istria, two gunboats moored close to two heavy 
batteries. 

Captain Michael Seymour, of the Amethyst, the same 
gallant officer who had gained a high reputation in the pre- 
ceding year by the capture of the Thetis, earned fresh 
laurels by a second equally creditable affair. Early on the 
5th April, the Amethyst sighted and chased the 40-gun 
frigate Niemen, and a little before midnight, having come 
up with her, opened fire with her bow chasers. At 1.15 on 
the 6th, the Amethyst having closed upon the Niemen, fired 
a broadside into her, upon which the latter wore. Half an 
hour later the two ships became closely engaged. The 
Amethyst first raked the Frenchman, which tried to escape, 
but having again ranged up on her larboard or weather 
beam. Captain Seymour renewed the action. The Niemeds 
mizeii-mast and main topmast were shot away a little after 
3 a.m., and the ship caught fire aloft. A little later the 
enemy ceased firing, and ^1 her remaining masts went over 
the side. The Amethyst commenced the action with only 
222 men and boys, out of which she had eight men killed, 
and three officers and 34 men wounded. The slaughter on 
board the Niemen, which, though pierced for 40 guns, 
mounted 46, was very heavy ; out of her crew of 319 men 
she had 47 killed and 73 wounded. The prize was brought 
into the service, and retained her name in the Navy List. 
Captain Michael Seymour, who had thus a second time dis- 
played great gallantry, accompanied by no ordinaiy skill, 
was created a baronet j and Mr. Hill, his first lieutenant, 
was promoted, 

Captain Staines, of the Cyam, 22, in company with the 
JSspoir, 18-gun brig, and some Sicilian gunboats, engaged 
and captured 18 French gunboats near the island of Ischia ; 
and, on the following day, he most gallantly brought to 
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actioi^off Naples the French 44-gun frigate Geres, until his 
ship, being rendered almost helpless by the superior weight 
of metal of the enemy, was taken in tow by the Espoir, In 
this action Captain Staines lost his arm, which was taken 
out of the socket; the first lieutenant was dangerously 
wounded, and died of his injuries ; and altogether the Cyane 
lost 18 men killed and wounded. Not less gallant, though 
more successful, was the action between the British 20-gun 
corvette Bonne Gitoyenne and the 36-gun frigate Furieuse, 
carrying only 20 heavy guns. After the engagement was 
maintained with great fury for seven hours, the Furieuse 
surrendered, having lost her three topmasts, and with five 
feet of water in the hold. Out of her crew of 200 men, she 
had 35 killed, and her commander, two lieutenants, three 
midshipmen, and 31 wounded. The British corvette was 
also almost unrigged, but only lost six men. 

At Hango Head, in the Baltic, the boats of the 
rophon, 74, most gallantly attacked and captured a Bussian 
batteiy, mounting four guns, and garrisoned with 103 men ; 
and on the 7th July, 17 boats, containing 270 officers and men 
from the 74-gun Bellerophon and ImplacMe, Melpomene, 
38, and Prometh&us, 18, proceeded to the attack of eight 
Kussian gunboats, each armed with two heavy guns, and 
manned with 46 men, which were drawn up ready to receive 
them under the protection of a battery, mounted on a point 
of the coast at Porcola Point. Six of the gunboats wore 
boarded and captured, one was sunk, and one only escaped. 
In this brilliant affair the officer commanding, Lieutenant 
Hankey, of the Belleropkon, a most talented and promising 
officer, together with three officers and 13 men, was killed, 
and 38 were wounded. The Russians lost 63 killed, and of 
127 prisoners 51 were wounded. 

Equally obstinate was the resistance offered by four 
Russian gunboats and an armed brig, lying in the Bay of 
Finland, to an attack by 17 boats of a British squadron 
under the command of Captain Forrest, of the 18-gun sloop 
Broimetlims, The attack began at 10.30 p.m., and after a 
desperate and sanguinary struggle, three of the gunboats, 
having on board 137 men, were brought off. In this ser- 
vice the British loss was very severe ; two lieutenants, one 
midshipman, and 16 men were killed; and Captain Forrest, 
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wlio was posted for his gallantry, one lieutenant, thi^ mid>- 
shipmen, and 46 men were wounded. The Russians' had 2S 
killed and 58 wounded. Very . honourable was the defence 
made by the 38-gun frigate Junmi^ Captain Shortland, 
against the French 40-gun frigates Rmommee and Xllorinde^ 
assisted by the Loire and Seine, each mounting 20 guns, and 
carrying 200 troops. The gallant crew of the Junon drove 
back the enemy, who boarded in overwhelming numbers, but 
they could noc shake off the frigates, which again closed upon 
them, and the British ensign was at length hauled down. 
In this unequal conflict, out of only 224 men, 20 were killed 
and 40 wounded, including Captain Shortland. The Eenomv- 
rriee, which lost 18 men, and the Glorinde 21, achieved but 
a barren conquest ; for the Junon was so shattered, that she 
could not float, and the captors had to set fire to her. 
After five weeks’ intense suffering, the gallant Captain 
Shortland expired of the severe wounds he had sustained. 

The Loire and Seim took refuge in Basse Terre, in the 
island of Guadaloupo ; but notwithstanding that they were 
anchoi’ed under the protection of a strong battery, the 38- 
gun frigates Blonde, Captain Ballard, and Thetis, Captain 
Miller, engaged and forced them both to haul down their 
colours after a severe contest, in which the Blonde lost her 
first lieutenant, master’s mate, and six men killed, and three 
officers and' 14 men wounded, Soon after their suiTender, 
the Loire and Seine caught fire and blew up. The crews of 
the boats of the Sceptre, 74, and some other ships, com- 
manded by Captain Hugh Cameron, of the 18-gun sloop 
Hazard, at once landed and stormed the fort, but unhappily 
the gallant Cameron -was killed by a grape-shot. 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 

1809-1811. 

Actions in the Eastern Seas, and Operations against tlie Islands of 
Bourbon and Mauritius, 1809-10 — ^Frigate and Boat Actions during 
tho year 1810 — The Action at Lissa, 13th March, 1811 — Frigate 
and Boat Actions during the year 1811 — Capture of Java — Action 
off Tamatave. 

In the year 1809, at the island of Bourbon, on the other side 
of the globe, a party of 23 G sailors and marines, under the 
orders of Commander Nisbet Willoughby, of tho 18-guii 
sloop Otter^ in conjunction with 350 soldiers, commanded by 
Colonel Keating, stormed the batteries protecting the har- 
bour of St. Paul’s, and captured the town, with all its guns 
and stores, while a British squadron, commanded by Com- 
modore Rowley, of the Raisonahle, 64, stood into the bay, and 
captured tho AO-gun frigate Cwrolvm^ the 14-gun brig Gra'p^ 
phr^ andtwo shipslately belonging to the East-lndia Company. 
The total British loss in this very successful affair was 15 
killed, 58 wounded, and three missing. Commander Wil- 
loughby — ^who had previouslysignalized himself by the daring 
with which, while off* the Isle of France, he had with only 
tho launch and gig of the Ott&r destroyed a large brig, and 
cut out a merchant vessel, lying under the protection of heavy 
batteries, at RiviDre Noire — ^was promoted to the command 
of the Nereid^ 36, in the room of Captain Corbett, who com- 
missioned the Caroline. The British, having destroyed the 
magjizines and stores, quitted the island on the 28th Septem- 
ber ; but in March of the following year (1810), another 
squadron was despatched from the Cape of Good Hope, 
having on board Colonel Keating, with a land force, and 
operations were commenced against the Isles of Bourbon and 
France, or, as the latter is now called, Mauritius. Again 
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Captain "Willoughby distinguished himself by the audacious 
courage with which, on the night of the 30th April, b3,^ with 
only 50 men, landed at Jacotel, forming the south-eastern 
point of the Isle of France, and stormed some batteries 
armed with heavy guns, and dispersed some 600 «*French 
troops and militia. He then spiked the guns and mortars, 
destroyed the magazines and stores, and, having captured 
a French 4-gun schooner, returned on board the Nereid, with 
two field-pieces, having experienced the loss of only one man 
killed and seven wounded. Shortly afterwards the gallant 
officer nearly lost his life by the bursting of a musket, which 
inflicted some ghastly wounds; but so indomitable was his 
wUl, that when, three weeks later, Commodore Kowley 
arrived in the Boadicea, 38, and, taking command of the 
squadron, commenced operations against the Isle of Bourbon, 
Captain Willoughby, with his wounds still only bandaged 
up, superintended the disembarcation of the troops. The 
capital, called St. Denis, was surprised, and the entire island, 
with a vast quantity of stores and all the shipping, became 
a British dependency. From thence the squadron repaired 
to Mauritius, and on the 13th August, Captain Pym, of the 
Sirius, 36, despatched five boats, including two from the 
Iphigenia, containing in all 71 officers and men, to attack 
the batteries on a small rocky islet called Isle de la Passe, 
about four miles distant from Grand Pcfrt, on the eastern 
side of the island. The French, though in superioi* force, 
were driven from their works, but Lieutenant Norman, com- 
manding the party, was shot through the heart in the battery, 
though the enterprise was prosecuted to a successful issue 
by an equally gallant officer. Lieutenant H. Chads.* Captain 
Willoughby, who was*’ left in charge of Isle de la Passe, 
passed over to Grand Port, and stormed a fort commanding 
one of the entrances into the harbour, and destroyed several 
batteries. While on shore on the 20th August, observing 
five large sail in the offing, he pulled oft* to his ship, the 
Nereid, and having previously obtained possession of the 
French signal-book, induced them to enter the harbour of 
Grant Port by the signal that the enemy was cruising in 
the neighbourhood. As the headmost of the ships, the Victor 

* The late distingoished gunnery officer. Admiral Sir Henry Chads. 
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sloop, neared him, Captain Willoughby opened fire upon her 
with pistol-shot range, and with such effect, that she struck. 
In the meanwhile her consorts, the French frigates Bellom 
and Min^rve^ came to the rescue, and after the Bellom had 
exchanged broadsides with the Nereid^ entered the harbour 
in safety, together with the Ceylm and Windham, (These two 
vessels, formerly East liidiamen, had been captured on the 
3rd J uly, after a most gallant resistance, in which the former 
lost men killed and wounded, and the latter 24.) On the 
following morning the Windham was boarded by 1 1 seamen 
from tlie Sirius, and though mounting 26 guns and manned 
with 30 Frenchmen, was actually captured by the handful 
of British sailors, who were only armed with boats’ stretchers. 
On the 22nd August, Captain Pym arrived with the Sv'ius, 
and the 3G-gun frigates Iiddgenia, Captain Lambert, and 
Magicienne, Captain L. Curtis, joining on the following day, 
the rival squadrons were well matched. Unfortunately the 
Sirius and Magicienne both grounded while standing into 
the harbour of Grand Port to attack the enemy, and the 
Iphigenub engaged the Mimrve, 40, until that ship had her 
cables cut by a shot and ran aground. The Nereid had taken 
the station intended for the Sirius, and with her 12-pounders 
replied to the heavy 18-pounders of the Bellone, 40, as well 
as to the Victor, which had brought her guns to bear upon 
the British ship. The Ceylon, an Indiaman, hauled down 
her colours, and about the same time the Bellone cut her 
cables and ran aground, but still kept up a heavy cannonade 
on the Nereid, The Ipliigenia was unable to come to the 
assistance of the latter, owing to a shoal, so that Captain 
Willoughby had to sustain the entire brunt of the enemy’s 
fire. Early in the action the gallant captain had his left eye 
completely torn out by a splinter; the first lieutenant. Burns, 
was mortally wounded, the second dangerously ; one marine 
officer, two infantry, and one artillery officer were killed, 
and the greater part of the officers and crew either killed or 
wounded. Most of the quarter-deck and many of the main- 
deck guns were dismounted, and the ship, all riddled with 
shot, was bumping heavily with every heave of the swell. 
The slaughter was terrible, and at length Captain Willoughby 
ordered the men to quit the few remaining guns, and sent 
off to Captain Pym for assistance or instructions. He was 
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ordered to abandon the ship, but that Captain Willoughby 
would not do. The Bellone, having shot away the Nereid!^ 
mainmast, still continued to fire upon the helpless wreck, 
and although French colours were hoisted on the fore-rigging 
as a token of surrender, the firing was resumed on.'* the fol- 
lowing morning ; indeed the Bellom did not cease her attack 
until the mizen-mast, upon the mast-head of which a small 
Union-Jack had been displayed at the commencement of the 
action, was cut down, for the halyards and rigging being 
shot away, it was impossible to haul down the obnoxious 
flag. Out of 281 men, the Nereid had lost 92 officers and 
men killed, and 138 wounded, leaving only 51 uninjured. The 
Iphigmia lost 18 men, and the Magidenne 28. The French 
had 37 killed and 112 wounded. It being found impossible 
to move the Magidenne and Siriiu% they were burnt, and 
the sole remaining ship of this unlucky squadron, the Iphi- 
genia, was not more fortunate than her consorts, for a fresh 
French squadron of three frigates, bearing in sight. Captain 
Lambert was forced to surrender both his ship and the 
island, on the condition that he and all the surviving officers 
and men of the three British frigates should be sent to the 
Cape of Good Hope. By the verdict of a court-martial sub- 
sequently held, the four British ca})tains were honourably 
acquitted from all blame, and Captain Willoughby was com- 
plimented for his “ noble conduct.” 

Preparations were at once made by Commodore Bowley 
in conjunction with Admiral A. Bertie, at the Cape, for tho 
reduction of the island and the retrieval of the great disaster 
that had befallen our arms. While off the Isle of Bourbon, 
in company with the. Otter, 16, and the gun-brig Staunch, 
Commodore Bowley, who flew his broad pennant on board 
the Boadicea, was joined by the A/ricaine, 38, Captain 
Corbet, and learning from the latter that three French sail 
were in sight, proceeded in chase of them. On tlie following 
day, 13th September, the Africaine having outsailed her 
consorts. Captain Corbet, fearing the enemy miglit escape 
into Port Louis, resolved to engage tho French shij)s, which 
proved to be the 38-gun frigates Iphigenia, so recently cap- 
tured from us, and the Astree, The action commenced soon 
after two in the morning, by a double-shotted broadside 
poured into the Astree. At the second broadside received in 
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Captain Corbet was mortally wounded by a round 
Nothing daunted at the heavy odds, the British sea- 
men fought their guns with the utmost gallantry, but after 
the three senior oflS.cers and more than half her men had 
been either killed or wounded, her hull shattered, her three 
masts in a tottering condition, all this devotion was found 
to be unavailing, and the survivors had to yield to superior 
force; out of 295 men, the Africaine had 49 officers and 
men killed, and 114 wounded. The senior surviving officer 
was tried by court-martial, and was not only most honourably 
acquitted, but was justly promoted to be commander. 

Not long after the surrender of the Afincaine, the Boadlcea 
arrived on the scene of action, and recaptured the Africaimy 
whoso three masts had gone over the side. The French 
frigates declined the engagement proffered by the Boadiemy 
and retreated into Port Louis. Four days later, the 32-gun 
frigate Ceylon^ built for an Indiaman, commanded by Cap- 
tain Gordon, and having on board General Abcrcromby and 
his staff, was captured by the Ventes, 40, and Victor, 1 6 , after 
a protracted and gallant resistance ; but on the aftemoon of 
the same day, Commodore Rowley, discovering the two 
French ships abreast of St. Denis, with their prize, made 
sail in chase. The Femes had lost her mizen-mast and top- 
masts in the action with the Ceylon, and was forced to 
sun*ender, after a ten minutes* engagement. The Boadicea 
taking the prize in tow, and the Otter the Ceylon, returned 
to the Isle of Bourbon ; the Victor, being a fast sailer, having 
effected her escape. At the end of November, Admiral 
Bertie arrived off Mauritius with a large squadron, and an 
army of 10,000 men under General Abercromby ; and the 
troops being disembarked at Grande Baye, about 12 miles 
from Port Louis, General Decaen surrendered the island on 
the 2nd December, together with six frigates, among which 
were the Nereid, Iphigenia, Bellone, Minerve, and AsPree, 
and a large number of smaller vessels and merchantmen. 
The regular troops, 1,500 in number, and the crews of the 
frigates, were conveyed to France, and the island of Mauritius 
has from that day remained a dependency of the British 
crown. 

In the preceding February, the Dutch settlement on the 
island of Amboyna capitulated to a squadron of frigates and 


return, 
shot!* ^ 
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a party of the Madras European regiment, after spme 
severe fighting, with the loss of only 13 men; •and'lJefore 
the end of the summer, Captain Cole, of the Caroline^ 36, 
with the UenvuistrancG, 38, Captain Foote, and Barracouta^ 
18, Lieutenant Kcnah, achieved a glorious success^in the 
reduction of Banda, the chief of the Spice Islands. Dis- 
embarking less than 400 men, half of whom missed their 
way in the dark, he first scaled the strong castle of Bel- 
gica, and then gained possession of the castle and town 
of Nassau, and forced the garrison of 700 regulars and 
a large body of militia to lay down their arms. This 
almost unique feat of arms, by which two castles and 10 
batteries, mounting 138 guns, fell into British hands, was 
accomplished with only 140 sailors and 40 soldiers, and 
without the loss of a man. Captain Cole was knighted, and 
received the thanks of tho Admiralty, commander-in-chief, 
and governor-general, and four swords of honour, one of 
which, with a letter from the crew of the Ca/rolim, must 
have been especially gratifying to this dashing oflBicer. 

The most notable frigate-action during the year 1810 
was that fought by the 38-gun frigate Spartan^ Captain 
Jahleel Brenton. While off Naples she was attacked by a 
squadron sent out of the port by King Joachim Murat, con- 
sistiug of tho Ceres, 42 guns and 350 men ; Fcma, 28 guns 
and 200 men; brig Sparviere, eight guns and 98 men; 
cutter Achitle, 10 guns and 80 men, and seven gunboats, 
cacli carrying one long 18-pounder and about 40 men, 
making, with 400 Swiss troops placed on board, a total of 
95 guns and about 1,400 men, to oppose the 46 guns and 258 
men of the Spartan, Captain Brenton was not backward 
in accepting the challenge, and engaged them all in succes- 
sion, until the breeze dying away, left the Spartan with 
her head exposed to the starboard broadside of the Geres, 
with the corvette and brig on her larboard bow, and the 
cutter and gunboats sweeping up astern. With undaunted 
courage, Captain Brenton carried on the unequal conflict, 
until he received a most severe wound in the hip from a 
grape-shot. Fortunately, a breeze sprang up, and the 
Spartan was enabled to bring her broadside to bear on her 
opponents. At length the hostile squadron made sail for 
Naples, and the British frigate, closing with the Sparviere, 
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coi^elled her to sturender. The Spartan lost 10 killed 
anJ^2 wounded, while the French acknowledged to having 
30 killed and 90 wounded. The first lieutenant, Willcs, 
was promoted, and the extreme gallantry and skill of cap- 
tain, officers, and men received the warmest encomiums from 
the commander-in-chief, Sir Charles Cotton, and the Admi- 
ralty. Great gallantry was also displayed at Groa, in the Gulf 
of Trieste, by the boats of the frigate Cerberus^ which dis- 
persed or took prisoners some French soldiers, and brought 
off or burnt 16 vessels; also by the boats of the Success 
and Espoir^ commanded by Lieutenant (now Admiral of 
the Fleet Sir George Eose) Sartorius ; by the cutter Sylvia^ 
10 guns and 44 men, which captured in the Straits of 
Sunda, the Dutch 8-gim brig Echo ; by the four boats of the 
36-gun frigate Freija^ under Lieutenant Hope, at Guada- 
loupe ; by the boats of the Dreadnought, 98, near TJshant, 
when, in attempting to destroy a French ship, they were 
exposed to the fire of a large body of troops, and lost 37 
men ; and by the boats of a squadron, which, in destroying 
some vessels near the Mole of Palamos, in the south of Spain, 
lost out of 350 men 122 killed and wounded. Several 
French brigs and luggers were captured in European waters 
by British vessels of equal and even inferior force and size, 
but we have not space to chronicle these, in many instances 
most meritorious actions. 

One of the chief operations undertaken in 1810 by the 
Mediterranean fleet, in conjunction with the army, was the 
reduction of Santa Maura, by which the last of the Ionian 
Islands fell into our power ; but the following year was sig- 
nalized by an action which reflects the highest credit on all 
those officers and men of the Mediteiranean fleet who took 
part in it. 

Commodore Dubourdieu, having sailed on the 4th March, 
1811, from Ancona for Lissa (a small island on the coast of 
Dalmatia, since rendered memorable by the defeat, in 1866, 
of an Italian fleet by Admiral Tegethoff), with a squadron 
having on board 500 troops, came in sight, on the 13th, of 
a British squadron under Captain William Hoste. The 
hostile force numbered four large 40-gun frigates and two 
carrying 32 guns, besides a 16-gun brig and four small 
vessels. The British squadron consisted of the AmphioUf 
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32, Captain Hoste ; Actim^ 32, Captain A. Gordon ; Vo^e^ 
28, Captain Phipps Hornby; and CerheruSy 3fi, Captain 
Whitby. In all the enomjps ships carried 300 guns and 
2,500 men, and the British 154 guns and 880 men. 

Notwithstanding this disparity of force, the gallanfrHosto, 
one of Nelson’s favourite olficers, and a man after his own 
heart, eagerly accepted battle ; with the signal flying, 

Remember Nelson,” he bore down in compact line, and at 
9 a.m. the action commenced. The enemy were formed in 
double line, as if to cut Hoste’s squadron in two, but in the 
advance suflered considerably, and were soon obliged to 
change their tactics; and, led by the commodore in the 
Favorite, endeavoured to wear and get to leeward of the 
British line, so as to place our ships between two fires. 
In making this attempt the Favorite struck on the rocks 
and bilged. 

The Flore and Bellone^ taking up a station on either 
quarter of the Amphiony opened a heavy fire upon her, when 
Captain Hoste, crossing the bows of the former within half- 
pistol-shot range, hauled up on the larboard tack, and bring- 
ing the entire weight of his broadside to bear on her star- 
board bow, caused her to strike her colours in ten minutes. 
No sooner had she finished with this enemy, than the 
Amphion turned her attention to the BeUonSy which had 
been raking Ijer with destructive effect. Wearing round on 
the starboard tack. Captain Hoste took up a position on the 
weather bow of that ship, which was also compelled to 
strike a few minutes before noon. The French 40-gun 
frigate Danlie meanwhile engaged the Volage, and the 
Corona and Carolina the Cerberus, Both ships maintained 
the unequal conflict with great gallantry until the arrival 
of the Active, when the three frigates bore up to the east- 
ward and made sail. The captain of the Flore, to his dis- 
grace, taking advantage of the inability of the Amphion to 
take possession of his ship, also crowded sail and escaped to 
Lessina, as did also the Dande, Carolina, and the smaller 
vessels. The Active chased the Corona, and getting along- 
side her, forced her to surrender after a spirited engage- 
ment. 

Out of 251 men and. boys, the Amphion lost in this bi*il- 
liant action three officers, two of them midshipmen, and 12 
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men^illed; Captain Hoste, seven officers, and 38 men 
wouncled. Active had four killed and 24 wounded. 
The Cerberus^ whicli had only 160 men on board, lost her 
purser, one midshipman, and 11 men killed, and 41 wounded. 
The littk Volage also suffered severely, losing out of her 
complement of 175 men, one midshipman and 12 men killed, 
and 33 wounded. 

Of the prizes, the Corona had no less than 200 killed and 
wounded, and the Bellom lost 70 killed and about the same 
number wounded, including her captain (mortally). The 
Favorite was set on fire by her crew, and blew up the same 
afternoon. The Corona^ while in tow of the Active, also 
caught fire, which was, however, extinguished by the exer- 
tions of the Active's men, five of whom thus lost their lives. 
The captains present at the action of Lissa, one of the most 
glorious to Jhitiah arms, each received a medal, and the first 
, lieutenants were promoted to the rank of commander. The 
Amphion was so much shatt-ered, that Sir Charles Cotton 
sent her home, and Captain Hoste soon afterwards re- 
turned to the Mediterranean in a larger frigate, the Bac- 
chante, 38. 

The gallant Captain Gordon continued to do good service 
in his ship, the Active, in the Adriatic, where he destroyed 
or captured 28 vessels of various descriptions, until on the 
29th November, being in company with the A Iceste, 38, 
Captain Murray Maxwell, Unite, 36, Captain Chamber- 
layne, he quitted the island of Lissa in chase of the French 
4()-gun frigates Pauline and Fomone, and Persemne, 26, all 
bound from Corfu to Trieste. The Unite was directed to 
chase the Persanne; and iAiQ AUeste and Active continued 
the pursuit of the two heavy frigates. After a four hours* 
chase. Captain Maxwell approached the Pomone, and ex- 
changed broadsides with her, when, unhappily, his main- 
topmast was shot away, thus preventing him from passing 
on to engage the French commodore in the PavUme. About 
two o*clock, ihQ Active having shot ahead, brought the Porruyna 
to close action, and half an hour later the Paulirve, eager of 
the chance to engage the Aheste at a disadvantage, took up 
a position on her weather beam. At three, observing that 
the Pomone was getting the worst of her encounter with 
the Active, the French commodore made sail and escaped* 
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Early in the action between the Active and Pomoney aji»€»and 
shot coming in through a porthole, first carrfed oft' a sea- 
man’s leg, and striking a carronade, cut off the leg of 
Captain Gordon. The gallant ofiicer, as he was being carried 
below, calmly exhorted Lieutenant Dashwood (whb shortly 
after had his arm shot away) to do his best, and gave similar 
advice to Lieutenant Hayes on the main deck. 

The Pomonc, having lost her main and mizen masts, sur- 
rendered a little before four o’clock. The Persanne was over- 
talten and strack to the UnitCy after receiving a single 
broadside. The Active's crew., already reduced by the 
battle of Lissa, lost in this action one midshipman .and 
seven men killed and Si 7 wounded, including the captain 
and two lieutenants, named above (who were promoted for 
their gallantry). The Alceste, out of 218 men, had one 
midshipman and five men killed, and one lieutenant and 12 
men wounded. The Pomone was reduced to a sinking state 
by the Active's fire, and had 50 killed and wounded, includ- 
ing the captain. 

Captain H. Duncan, second son of the hero of Camper- 
down, signalized the anniversary of that day by sinking a 
gunboat and storming a strong fort in the Gulf of Salerno 
with his gallant fellows of the Imperieuse ; and a few days 
later, in conjunction with a congenial spirit, Cai)tain Charles 
Napier, batttered down and captured a strong fort near the 
classic harbour of Palinuro, and in spite of 700 troops, a 
party of British seamen and, some soldiers of the 62nd re- 
giment brought off six gunboats and 22 merchant vessels. 

On the 20th September the Emperor Napoleon witnessed 
an indecisive action in Boulogne Beads, between seven 
prames, each carrying 12 guns and 120 men, supported by 
ten brigs, mounting four guns each, under the command of 
Bear-Admii'al Baste, and the Nodady 38, Captain Carteret. 
On the following morning the prames again came out, re- 
inforced by five additional brigs, and the Naiady assisted by 
the 10-gun brigs Rinaldo and Redpohy and Viper, 8, attacked 
them, when the Ville de Lyon, under the command of Com- 
modore Coupe, was boarded and carried by the Naiad, after 
a gallant resistance, in which she lost 40 men, the Naiad 
only having two killed and 16 wounded. Before this affair, 
Captain Anderson, of the RvnMo, in company with the 
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h*id beaten off 15 French brigs ; and tbe former, 
in conSequdBce of liis successes against the French marine, 
had become the terror of all their privateers. 

Many gallant exploits were performed by British seamen 
in 1811, at the expense of Bnssian soldiers and sailors, 
Lieutenant Blythe, with the boats of the Quebec and Raven^ 
particularly distinguishing himself. The greatest disaster 
we suffered this year was experienced at the hands of no 
mortal foe : two gallant ships, the St George^ 98, flying the 
flag of Rear-Admiral Reynolds, second in command to Sir 
James Saumarez in the Baltic, and theDefencCy 74, Captain 
Atkins, were driven by stress of weather on to the iron- 
bound coast of Jutland, and both ships went to pieces, the 
entire crews, including the admiral and the captains, with 
the exception of 18 men, either perishing in the waves or 
being frozen to death in the rigging. 

The year 1811 was signalized by the conquest of Java, 
one of the last remaining Dutch dependencies in Eastern 
seas. This conquest was achieved chiefly by an army 
despatched from India by the Governor-General, Lord 
Minto, and placed under the orders of General Sir Samuel 
Achrauty. A powerful fleet, commanded by Rear-Admiral 
Stopford, assisted by a squadron of ships of the Indian navy 
under Commodore Hayes, aided materially in achieving this 
successful result. A young officer, Lieutenant Edmund 
Lyons — the late Lord Lyons, naval comraander-in-chief in 
the Black Sea during the Crimean war, — gained great 
honour by the extreme gallantry with which, on the 24th 
July, having only 34 men with him, he stormed two Dutch 
batteries, near Batavia, mounting no less than 54 guns and 
manned with 180 soldiers. It was a feat rivalling that of 
Captain Cole at Banda ; and having served with that 
ofticer, ho had doubtless learnt under him what a handful 
of British seamen can do, and how to lead them. His 
barge being bilged, the whole party, having spiked the guns, 
re-embarked in a single cutter. 

In the following week the army was landed near Batavia, 
and, on the 10th August, the strong position of Wetternede 
was stormed by General Gillespie. Admiral Stopford landed 
a naval brigade of 500 men, under command of Captain 
■Sayer, udio greatly distinguished themselves ; and on the 
2 H 
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19th September the entire island was surrende!'*ed ^^he 
Dutch general, Jansens. S 

Many spirited actions were fought by British ships in the 
year 1811, After the capture of Mauritius, but before the 
news could reach France, a squadron of three fin€^ French 
40-gun frigates, the Renorwime, Commodore Boquebert, 
Glormde, and Nereide, each carrying 200 soldiers, sailed 
ix'om Brest, with reinforcements and supplies, and arriving 
off Isle de la Passe early in May, learned that Mauritius 
was no longer a French colony. After being sighted and 
chased by an inferior British squadron. Commodore Boque- 
bert arrived, on the 19 th May, off Tamatave, on the eastern 
coast of Madagascar, which, having only a small garrison of 
100 soldiers, was easily recaptured, it having only been 
wrested from the French three months before. At day- 
break on the 20th, the British squadron that had previously 
chased the enemy, consisting of the 36-gun frigates Phmhey 
Captain Hillyar, and Galatea^ Captain Losack, and 18-gun 
brig Racehorae, Captain De Hippo, reinforced by the 
AstreeUy 38, Captain Schomberg, came in sight of the 
French frigates, and at four o’clock in the afternoon the 
leading ship, the Astrma, opened fire on the Renomm^e. A 
gener^ action now ensued, and the Galatea suffered severely, 
being raked by the Clorinde under her stem, and the 
Rmommee , on her starboard quarter, while, owing to the 
dead calm caused by the concussion of the firing, she was 
unable to bring her broadside to bear on her enemies. In 
this condition she lost her fore and mizen-topmasts, and 
most of her remaining spara and rigging were so cut up 
that she was rendered unserviceable. The Rhcehe and 
Astrcea meanwhile became engaged with the Nereide. A 
little before eight, the enemy made sail, and were chased by 
the British squadron, with the exception of the Galatea, 
The Renomm^e struck at 10 p.m., and the Nereide was sub- 
sequently captured at Tamatave, but the Clorinde effected 
her escape. In this action the Astrcea lost only two killed 
and 10 wounded, the Pheehe seven killed and 27 woimded,. 
£ind the Galatea, which, in addition to her injuries aloft,, 
had fifty-five shot-holes in her hull and four feet of water in 
.the hold, lost 14 killed, two mortally, 19 severely (including: 
her captain, fii'st lieutenanf^ marine officer, and tw<) ;aud- 
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>i3npraeii). and 27 men slightly, wounded. The loss of the 
IcSv^rimfe amounted to 145, including Commodore Roquc- 
bert (kiliSLl), and that of the Nh'Ude to 130. 

One of the most brilliant operations of the war was the 
defence of the island of Anholt, in the Baltic, by Captain 
Maiirftie, with 400 marines commanded by Major Torrens. 
This small party, being attacked by 1,000 Danish soldiers, 
beat them off, and forced no less than 520 men to surrender, 
while the Tartar^ 32, Captain Baker, and Sheldrake^ 16, 
Captain Stewart., pursued a division of twelve gunboats 
protecting their landing, and captured two and sunk a 
third. The Danish loss amounted to 35 killed and 23 
wounded, the British only losing two killed and Major 
Torrens and 30 men wounded. 

A very gallant exploit was the capture of the French 
brig Teazer and four merchant vessels, and destruction of 
the 1 G-gun bng Pluvier^ by the boats of the frigates Diana^ 
Captain Ferris, and l^e.miramw^ Captain Richardson, which, 
being disguised as French ships of war, sailed up the 
Giionde, and effected their object in broad daylighti 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

1811-1815. 

War with the United States — ^Action between the Jidvidera and 
American squadron; between the Ouen'iire and Constitution; 
Frolic and Wasp ; Macedonian and United States ; Java and Constu 
tution; and the Veacoch and Hornet — The Capture of the Chesa- 
peake by the Shannon — Other Frigate Actions of the American 
War. 

For the last two years of our struggle with Franco, an ill- 
feeling had existed between ourselves and the United States 
of America, which, on the 18th June, 1812, culminated in a 
formal declaration of war by the Washington Government, 
We will not enter more explicitly into the causes that led to 
this breach, further than to say, that the ostensible ground 
was the right we claimed of searching American vessels for 
deserters. In May, 1811, matters were nearly precipitated 
by an unprovoked attack made by Commodore liogers, of 
the President) 5C guns, upon the British 20-gun sloop of war 
Little Belt, commanded by Captain Bingham : the pretexts 
put forward by the American commodore that ho did 
not see the British colours, and that Captain Bingham lired 
first, were both manifestly groundless. Explanations were 
offered by the Americj.n Government, and accepted by our 
own, though 32 of our seamen had been killed and wounded ; 
but the feeling of in*itation between the two countries only 
admitted of being appeased by blood-letting, and accordingly 
war was declared by our impetuous cousins over the water. 

For some time the Navy department at Washington had 
been making extensive preparations for such an eventuality ; 
within three days of the issue of the hostile proclamation, 
Commodore Rogers put to sea with a squadron of three 
frigates and two sloops. 

A word as to these so-callcd Yankee frigates. 
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'Aere well described as line-of-battle ships in dis- 
guise,” arid wore, in point of fact, 74-gnii ships cut down 
aiul armed with 56 heavy guns ; those on the main deck 
being 24- pounders, and the rest 18-pounders and carronades 
Ihrowdig 42-pound shot. Of such were the class numbering 
the President and Constitution^ whicli subsequently came 
into collision with our bond fide frigates with such fatal 
effect. 

The first shot fired in this war was between the Belvidera, 
Captain R. Byron, and Commodore Rogers’ squadron, which, 
however, did not succeed in capturing the British frigate. 
Captain Byron was first engaged for two hours in a running 
fight with the President ; but on the Congress^ ZQ, arriving 
up, was forced to cut away his boats and anchors, and start 
his water in order to effect his escape. Tn this action the 
Americans displayed excellent gunnery, as did also, in a not 
loss degree, the crew of the Belvidera ; but it became mani- 
fest that the superiority over other nations in the working 
of broadside guns, of which our seamen had given a thousand 
proofs, liad its exception in the case of the American navy. 
This, it should be stated, was duo chiefly to the fact that the 
seamen, who had immortalized their country by their prowess 
under Nelson, and other great sea captains, being disgusted 
with their tr(\atmcnt in the British service, had desei-ted to 
t]i(} United States, in order to profit by the higher pay and 
other inducements held out to them. In this action the Bel- 
videra lost two killed and 22 wounded, including the captain 
and a lieutenant ; and the President had two midshipmen 
and one man killed, and Commodore Rogers, five ofiicers, and 
12 men wounded. 

On the 19th August, 1812, the British 48-gun frigate 
Guerriere^ Captain Dacrcs, bound to Halifax to refit, fell in 
with the United States frigate Constitution^ Captain Isaac 
Hall, when a sanguinary engagement ensued. The Guerrure 
commenced the action at 4.80 by firing a broadside at her 
formidable opi)onent, and, after some manoeuvring and firing 
at long range, the Constitution brought her to close action. 
At six, the Guerriere's mizen-mast went over the side, and 
the Constitution^ taking up a position on her bow, raked 
her with terrible effect. Soon after this, the two ships fell 
foul -of each other, when the American made an attempt to 
board, which, however, was frustrated. 
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All this time the enemy’s riflemen, stationed intoie^p^ 
swept the deck with their fire, and Captain DacreSand other 
officers were wounded. A little later the ships separated, 
and the bowsprit of the Guerriere coming in contact with the 
CmistitutiorC 8 taffrail, the fore and main-masts of the former 
fell over the side. The British frigate now lay rolling like 
a helpless log in the trough of the sea, but Captain Dacres, 
who, though wounded, would not quit the deck, protracted 
the defence until the Constitution^ taking up a position on 
her starboard quarter, all further resistance was seen to be 
impracticable, and indeed would have been cidminal. 

The Cuerrwr^s Union-Jack was accordingly hauled down 
from the stump of the mizen-mast, and the ship was sur- 
renVlered, after having lost, out of her crew of 244 men and 
19 boys, with which she commenced the action, 15 killed and 
63 wounded. That the Constitution was victorious in this 
unequal conflict was a matter of course, when it is stated 
that she carried 47 G iiicked seamen and marksmen, and that 
her 24-j)ounders were opposed to the 18-pounders of the 
British frigate. In justice to Commodore llogers it should 
be stated that the Guerri^re's officors and men wore 
treated with the humanity and consideration due to a gal- 
lant foe. It was found impossible to keep the prize above 
water, and she was burnt after the prisoners and wounded 
were taken out of her. Captain Dacres and his officers 
and crew were subsequently tried by court-martial, but 
were, of course, honourably acquitted. 

Passing over the capture of the 16-gun sloop if by the 
United States frigate Essex, 46, we come to the next action 
between single ships.* On the 18th October, the 18-gun 
brig Frolic, Captain Whinyates, when almost crij)plcd aloft 
from the effects of a severe gale, and having been five years 
in commission, encountered the United States 18-gun corvette 
Wasp, Captain Jones, which had just put to sea from the 
Delaware, in first-rate condition. The Frolic attenii>tcd to 
reply to the superior fire of her adversary, but with little 
effect, as the heavy sea that was running almost prevented 
her from opening her ports, while the guns of the Wasp, 
being six feet above the level of the water, owing to her 
greater tonnage, enabled her to work them in a sea-way. 
After an action which lasted three-quarters of an hour, the 
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'’^folic was compelled to surrender, having lost, out of 91 men 
a^dk. lS 15 killed, and her captain, both lieutenants 
^ono monlally), her master (mortally), and 43 men wounded: 
both the Frolids masts went over the side a few minutes 
after her capture. The Wasp had eight killed, and about 
the satne number wounded, out of her crew of 138 seamen. 
Not many hours after the capture of the British brig, the 
FoictierSj 74, Captain Beresford, hove in sight, and both the 
Frolic and Wasp again changed hands. 

A week later the 38-gun frigate Maccdmiian, Captain 
Carden, encountered the American 44-gun frigate United 
States, Commodore Decatur ; and though the latter, taking 
the Macedonian for a ship of superior force, at first tried to 
escape, on discovering his mistake, he hauled to the wind, 
and at 9 a.in. the action commenced. The superior weight 
of metal of the Yankee frigate soon began to toil, and a little 
after 11, having been enabled to take up a most advan- 
tageous position on the lee-bow of the Macedonian, she shot 
away her mizen-mast and fore and main topmasts and main- 
yard, and so cut up her lower masts and standing and run- 
ning rigging, that the British frigate rolled the muzzles of 
her main- deck guns under the water, and became almost un- 
manageable. As a last resource, an attempt was made to 
board the United States, but this being thwarted by an un- 
lucky shot which cut away the lee fore-brace, Cai^tain Carden 
was forced, at noon, to haul down his colours. That ho had 
defended the honour of his flag to the last extremity will bo 
apparent from the fact that the loss sustained by the Mace- 
donian, out of her complement of 254 men and 35 boys, 
amounted to 30 killed and 68 wounded, including many 
officers. Of the 56 guns with which the United States en- 
gaged the 46 18-poiinders and small carronadcs of the British 
ship, the carronadcs, being 42-pounders, were even heavier 
than those of the Constitutiem, while her crew numbered 474 
men. On being removed on board the United States, it must 
have been some satisfaction to Captain Carden and his officers 
and men to learn from the lips of Commodore Decatur that 
they had not been beaten by Americans, but by their own 
countrymen ; for the gallant officer boasted that every man 
under his command hadservednotless than five years on board 
XI British man-o’-war. A flush of shame must have risen on 
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the checks of these renegades, when actually some men weper' 
pointed out who had manned the barge of England^ grejj^t^t 
hero, when he flew his flag in his last fight on ^oard the 
Victory, Eveiy endeavour was made to seduce the crew of 
the Macedonian from their allegiance to their country by 
offers of higher pay, which, however, were treated with the 
contempt they deserved. It need scarcely bo added that 
Caf)tain Carden was honourably acquitted by sentence of a 
court-martial. 

Even more sanguinary was the action between the 38- 
gmi frigate Java (late the French frigate Renoimme) and the 
American 44-gun frigate Comtitution, now commanded by 
Commodore W. Bainbridge. The Java^ Captain Lambert, 
was on her way to Bombay, whither she was conveying 
General Hislop and his staff*, together with a large amount 
of military and dockyard stores, when, on the SOtli December, 
being oft* St. Salvador, she sighted and chased the CrnistitVr 
tion. Soon after two, the latter opened fire, and, after ex- 
changing some broadsides, in which at first the little Java had 
the best of it, having shot away the wheel of her opponent, 
the two ships became closely engaged. A little before three, 
the head of the J avals bowsprit was shot away, and when 
the Constitution wore, she was unable to follow, but had to 
tack, when she was severely raked by the American ; after 
some further manoeuvring, in which the gallant Captain 
Lambert displayed the skill for which, as well as for the 
possession of courage, he was remarkable in the service, th^ 
ships once more engaged at pistol-shot range. The Jawi 
being now completely unrigged, Captain Lambert, in de- 
spair, determined to board ; but on putting the helm a-port, 
the foremast of his ship went by the board, and the stump 
of the Java's bowsprit hooking the GonstitutMs mizen 
rigging, she was brought up head to wind. The British 
frigate then dropped astern, where she lay a helpless wreck, 
when the Constitution sailed round her, pouring in broad- 
sides how and where she liked. At this time Captain Lam- 
bert fell mortally wounded, with a ball in his breast, upon 
which the first lieutenant, Henry Ducie Chads (before men- 
tioned for his services at the Mauritius), assumed command, 
and, though severely womided, remained at his post encou- 
raging his men to renewed exertions. The gallant tars of the 
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Jdaa responded to tlie call of their youthful leader, but all 
their ^3xeijiions were in vain. Soon after four, the Java's 
mizen-mast fell over the side, and a little later the Conslitu- 
tion, having ranged ahead to replenish her deck magazines 
and refijb aloft, took up a position across the bows of the ill- 
fxted ship, preparatory to blowing her out of the water. At 
length, acknowledging the futility of further resistance. 
Lieutenant Chads struck his colours, the action having 
lasted nearly four hours. 

The Java lost, out of 277 men and 23 boys, besides 8G 
supernumeraries, 22 killed, including six officers^' and 102 
wounded, among whom were her captain (mortally) and 12 
officers. The Go'ostittdion did not escape unscathed out of 
this unequal conflict, having lost 10 men killed, 48 wounded, 
including five mortally and the commodore slightly. The 
Java was found to be so much damaged, that she was set 
on fire the next day and blew up. Lieutenant Chads* 
noble conduct was highly eulogized by the president of the 
court-martial appointed to try liim for losing the ship, and 
he was promoted to the rank of commander. 

On the 24th February in the succeeding year, the United 
States 20-gun corvette Hornet^ Captain James Lawrence, 
sighted, off the bar of the Demerara river, the 18-gun brig 
Peacockj Captain Peake, and about 5.30 p.m. the t\vo shijis 
opened fire on each other. After exchanging broadsides, 
the Peacock wore round under the Hornet's stern, and en- 
gaged her to leeward, when the Hornet ran her on board on 
the starboard quarter. In this position the Yankee cor- 
vette shot away the brig’s mainmast, and so cut her up 
aloft and in her hull, that, when on t\ie point of sinking, the 
Peacock was compelled to surrender. Of her crew of 110 
men, she lost her captain and four men killed, and four 
officers and 29 men wounded. That she was gallantly de- 
fended was proved by her going down almost immediately 
after her capture, carrying with her 13 men. 

* One gallant young midshipman, only thirteen years of age, who 
lost his leg, inquired anxiously, after the action was over, if the ship 
had struck. The truth was mercifully kept from him ; but, seeing a 
flag spread over him, he became very uneasy, and would only rest 
satisfied when he learnt that it was the colours of his own counfiry. 
He died next day. 
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As in every previous instance, the superiority in size, 
weight of metal, and crew was altogether on the St the 
Americans. A broadside of the Peacock weighed 192 lb., 
that of the opponent 297 lb., and the latter went into 
action with 52 more men. • 

The next action fought between frigates of the rival 
nations was most glorious to our arms, and proved that 
British prowess was not less than in former years, when 
the disparity oi force was not such as to render success 
impossible. 

Captain Philip Broke, in the Shannon, 38, was cruising off 
Boston in the month of March, 1813, in company with the 
Tenedos, 38, Captain Hyde Parker, in the hope of encoun- 
tering the President and Congress, which lay in the harbour, 
when these ships, taking advantage of foggy weather, put 
to sea, and managed to escape. As there was now only the 
Chesa'pealce, a ship of equal force with his own, Captain 
Broke sent away the Tenedos, and then despatched a formal 
challenge to the captain of the Chesapeake to come out and 
meet “ship to ship, to try the fortunes of our respective 
flags.” The commander of tlie ChesapeoJee was no other 
than the redoubtable Captain Lawrence, who had sunk the 
Peacock, and he w’as not backward in accepting the chal- 
lenge. Soon after noon on the 1st June, the Chesapeake 
was seen rounding Boston lighthouse under all sail, and 
accompanied by numer’ous pleasure-boats, who had come out 
to see the “ Britisher whipped.” The Shannon also stood 
out to sea until about 5 p.m., when being some 18 miles off* 
the land, the Shannon rounded to, and both ships having 
taken in studding-sails, the Chesapeake hauled up her fore- 
sail and steered for fhe starboard and weather quarter of 
the British frigate. 

Orders were given to the captain of the 14th gun on the 
•Shannon! s main deck, that he was to reserve his fire until 
his gun would bear upon the Clmap^kds second bow port, 
and at 5.50 the gun was fired as directed. The shot told 
with wonderful accuracy, and each gun, which were all 
double and treble-shotted, was fired with equal correctness 
of aim. The Chesapeake returned the fire, but not so 
effectively ; and soon afterwards, her jib-sheet and fore-top- 
sail-tye being cut with shot, she flew up into the wind, thus 
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expo^g liersclf to a most galling lire. Captain Broke was 
about to l^y liis ship alongside the American with the ob- 
ject of boarding, when the latter, having stem way on her, 
fell foul of the whose spare anchor soon afterwards 

entering the Ghesapedle^s after-quarter-dcck port, held her 
last. Captain Broke immediately ran forward, and per- 
ceiving that the Americans were quitting their guns, or- 
dered the two ships to be lashed together, which was 
gallantly executed by Mr. Stevens, tlie boatswain, who, 
Avhilc endeavouring to execute the order, received some 
severe cutlass wounds, and was mortally wounded by 
musketry fire, as was also Mr. Samwell, the forecastle mate, 
who displayed a like devotion and contempt for death. 

Exactly at two minutes after six, the captain of the 
Slumnon^ at the head of only 20 men, stepped from the 
rail of the waist hammock-netting on to tlie muzzle of the 
Chesapeake's after carronadc, and from tlicnc(j bounded on to 
the quarter-deck. A body of twenty or thirty Americans, 
panic-stricken, fled below, or laid down their arms. The 
quarter-deck was now in possession of the British, who 
were quickly reinforced by a strong division of boarders. 
At this moment a most daring act was performed by 
Mr. William Smith, midsliipman of the iShannorCs fore-top, 
a very powerful young fellow. Observing that the riflemen 
in the Chesapeake's maintop were picking off the boarders 
on the deck beneath, he ran along the foreyard, and at the 
head of only five men, boarded the American's maintop, 
and killed or drove below every man stationed there. The 
niizen-to[) was also cleared by Mr. Cosnahan, midshipman 
in charge of the Shannon's maintop. 

The iTankces in the fore part of the ship who had sur- 
rendered, took advantage of Captain Broke being almost 
alone, and resuming their arms, three of them made a di\s- 
tardly attack on him. The gallant oflicer parried the pike 
of one with liis sword, and wounded him in the face, but in- 
stantly was foiled by a blow from the butt-end of a musket, 
which laid bare his skull ; the third man cub at him v/ith his 
outlass, and was about to despatch him, when a British sea- 
man opportunely stepped forward, and in turn cut him 
down. The Americans paid dearly for their treachery, and 
were all despatched ; and a few minutes later the British 
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ensign was hoisted over the stars and stripe^ and the 
Chesapeake was the prize of the SJiarmm. In performing this 
last act, Lieiitenant Watt, a gallant officer, who had already 
been severely wounded, was shot through the head, and 
some four or five men fell, it is believed, at the liands of 
their countrymen on board the Skannon^ as in the hurry the 
Yankee flag was at first hoisted uppermost, and it was con- 
cluded the boarders had been unsuccessful. As some of the 
Americans who had been driven below, still kej)t up a fire 
from thence, a volley was discharged among them, when all 
further opposition ceased : thuSy in exactly fifteen minutes 
siiico the first gun was fired, and only four minutes from the 
time of boarding, the battle had been fought and won. 

Neither ship was much damaged aloft, but both received 
many shots in their hulls. Their loss was also very heavy. 
Out of 330 men and boys with which the British frigate 
commenced the action, she lost 24 killed, including three 
officers, and 50 vrounded, among whom were the captain 
and two officers. The Cliesapeake's casualties were even 
greater. Of her crew of 440 men, she had 47 killed, in- 
cluding the master, four lieutenants, a marine officer, and 
three midshipmen, and 99 wounded, of whom 14 had re- 
ceived mortal injuries. Among the latter were Captain 
Lawrence, his first lieutenant, and boatswain, while all the 
surviving lieutenants were wounded, as were also five mid- 
shipmen and the chaplain. 

Eulogy is superfluous in speaking of the gallantry of all 
the officers and men of the Shannon, who were opposed to a 
crew outnumbering them by 110 men, and by a ship throw- 
ing a heavier broadside. Captain Broke displayed tlie 
highest courage and professional skill, and was created a 
baronet; Lieutenants Provo Wallis* and Falkiner were 
promoted to the rank of commanders; and Midshipmen 
Etough, Smith, and Cosnahan received lieutenancies. 

As the Shannon sailed into Halifax, in company with her 
prize, she was received with loud cheering by the crews of 
the ships in harbour and by the townsmen, assembled in 
thousands to greet the victors. The brave Captain Law- 
rence expired two days after receiving his mortal wound, 


* Now (1872) Admiral Sir Provo Wallis, K.C.B. 
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and was interred with all the honours due to a gallant 
foe. . 

We win merely mention the capture of the British 
schooner Dominica by the privateer Decatur^ in which the 
former had her entire crew of 66 men and boys killed or 
woiindefl, with the exception of one man ; the Decatur^ 
which had double the number, losing 19 men, — a success 
which was counterbalanced by the capture of the 20-gun 
brig Argm by the British 18-gun brig Pelican^ Captain 
Maples, the former losing her captain and six men killed 
and 17 wounded, and the latter only seven hors de 
combat. 

A few weeks later, the 14-gun brig Boxer, Captain Blyth, 
engaged, but unsuccessfully, the United States 16 -gun brig 
ETUerprise. Both the captains were killed, and the little 
British brig, after a gallant fight, was captured. Out of her 
small crew of GO hands (exactly one-half that of the Yankee 
cruiser), she lost 21 killed and wounded. In March, 1814, 
the 36-gim frigate Phoebe, Captain Hillyar (carrying 42 
guns), and 24-gun ship Cherub, Captain Tucker, blockaded 
the American frigate Essex, 32 (carrying 46 guns), and the 
armed 20-gun ship Essex junior, in Valparaiso, until the 
former, being driven to sea by stress of weather, was en- 
gaged by the British ships, and after a severe action of 
three-quarters of an hour, was compelled to surrender, 
having lost 24 killed and 45 wounded. The Americans made 
np for this loss by the capture of the 18-gun brig Epervier, 
Captain Wales, by the 18-gun corvette Peacock, Captain 
Warrington. The guns of the British brig were nearly all 
dismounted, and her masts and rigging shot away by the 
superior accuracy of the corvette’s firfi, though the condi- 
tions of the contest were, as usual, much in favour of thr 
American, both as regards the size of ships and number of 
the respective crews. Even more unequal, and very much 
more sanguinary, was the conflict between the Britisli 18- 
gun brig Eeindeer, Captain Manners, and the 18-gun cor- 
vette Wasp. After a heavy cannonade had been main- 
tained for two hours, the Reindeer fell foul of the corvette, 
and became exposed to a destructive raking fire. The 
gallant Captain Manners, the idol of his crew, was twice 
severely wounded in the legs with canister-shot, but refused 
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to quit the deck. At length, seeing tlie fearful slaughter 
among his men, caused by the grape and musketry^re of 
the enemy, he was in the act of leading them to board the 
Wasp, when two musket-balls from her main-toj) penetrated « 
his skull, passing out beneath the chin. Clasping^is fore- 
head with one hand, and convulsirely brandishing his sword 
with the other, he fell back dead on the deck of his ship, 
exclaiming, “ Oh, God !” The Americans now boarded and 
carried the British brig. The hull of the Jleindcer, which 
had to be destroyed, was literally cut to pieces, and the 
masts were in a tottering state. Out of her crev/ of 118 
men and boys, she lost 25 killed and 42 wounded; the 
Wasp, which went into action with 173 men, had 11 killed 
and 15 wounded. The same corvette was equally success- 
ful in an engagement, lought some months later, with the 
Avon, Captain Arbuthnot, a brig of the same force as the 
Bemde&r (a class much inferior in weight of metal to that of 
which the Wasp was a specimen), which struck her colours 
and went down shortly afterwards, her men being rescued 
by the 18-gun brig Castilian, which opportunely arrived on 
the scene of conflict. The Reindeer lost her first lieutenant 
and nine men killed, and her captain and 31 officers and 
men wounded. The Wasp foundered a few weeks later, so 
that her gallant crew did not survive to receive the reward 
of their courage and discipline, and, above all, of the good 
gunnery which so distinguished the American navy of tliat 
day. . 

The capture of the President by the Endymion, 40, 
Captain Heniy Hope, was one of the most brilliant feats of 
our navy during the war. The British frigate had been 
unsuccessful on the’ 9th October, 1814, in an attempt to 
cut out with her boats an American 18-gun privateer 
manned with a crew of 120 men. The achievement was 
clearly beyond the power of the force, numerically inferior, 
sent to effect it, and the boats were repulsed after some 
desperate fighting, in which the officer commanding, Lieu- 
tenant Abel Hawkins, one midshipman, and 26 men were 
killed, and two officers and 35 men wounded, and tho 
launch captured with the remainder of her crew. The crew 
cf tho Endymion had their revenge. On the 15th January 
the President, Commodore Decatur, attempted to escape 
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from New York, when she was chased by a British squadron 
hldckadin^ that port, and the Endymimy outsailing the- 
ships in company, gradually closed with her adversary, 
until a little before 6 p.m. she brought her to aetion. The 
Preddefm^s musketry fire having caused some execution on 
the Endymion'a decks, Captain Hope passed under the 
Yankee’s stern, and, raking her twice, placed himself on her 
larboard quarter. Though the British frigate suffered 
severely aloft from the bar and chain shot of the enemy, 
yet her fire was so accurate and destructive that the Pmi- 
den^ first ceased firing, and then hauled to the wind to 
escape. As soon as Captain Hope had bent new sails, those 
aloft having been cut to pieces, he made sail in pursuit, 
hut unfortunately was robbed of the credit of causing the 
surrender of the frigate he had engaged so gallantly ; for 
the Pomonc arriving up, fired two broadsides into her, when 
Commodore Decatur hailed to say he had surrendered. The 
E'lulymimiy out of 346 men and boys, had 11 killed and 14 
wounded, the President losing three lieutenants and 32 men 
killed, her commander, master, two midshipmen, and 66 
men wounded, out of a crew numbering 465 men. The 
arrival of the Porrione must have been a subject of keen 
regret to the gallant officers and men commanded by Captain 
Hope, as the capture of a ship carrying 56 guns, and throw- 
ing a broadside nearly 200 lb., in excess of that of a British 
frigate armed with 48 guns, would have been as glorious an 
achievement as the surrender of the Chesapeake, During 
the ensuing heavy weather, both ships had to throw over- 
board their quarter-deck and forecastle guns 3 the Endy- 
mion also lost her bowsprit and forehand main masts, and 
the President was totally dismasted. The latter was added 
to the British navy under her name, but was too much 
damaged to be commissioned. 

On the 20th February, two small British ships — the 
Cyane, 22, Captain Falcon, Levant, 20, Captain Douglas 
— ^were forced to surrender to the Constitution after a 
gallant and protracted conflict, in which much skill and 
pertinacity were displayed, but unhappily without avail. No 
other result could have been anticipated in an encounter 
wherein two small vessels, mounting only 50 guns, all but 
four of which were light and inefficient carronades, given* 
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to capsizing down the hatchway, ♦ or carrying awaj their 
breechings and fighting-bolh?, — were pitted agaiifst a “line- 
of-battle ship in disguise,” having 56 of the heaviest guns 
in use at sea. The Cyane and Levant^ which carried between 
them 260 men and 42 boys, lost eight killed and 37 wounded ; 
and the Constitution had six killed and 20 wounded, out of 
her crew of 472 men. Of course Captains Douglas and 
Falcon were honourably acquitted, and they and their 
officers and men commended for the gallantly they had 
displayed, by the court-martial convened to try them. 

Not less brave was the defence made by the 13-gun 
schooner St. Lauorence, Lieutenant Gordon, against the 
American 14-gun privateer Chasseur. Out of only 50 men, 
the St. Lawrence^ before she surrendered, lost 24 killed and 
wounded; and the Chassewr, caiTying 115,- had five killed 
and eight wounded. 

Notwithstanding that it was known that peace had been 
concluded between the belligerents, the American 22-gun 
corvettes Peacock and Hornet^ Captains Wari’ington and 
Biddle, having escaped from New York, proceeded on a 
cruise, and the former, on her arrival off Tristan d’Acunha, 
engaged the 18-gun brig Penguin^ Captain James Dickinson. 
As usual, the superiority was, in every way, on the side of 
the Americans. The corvette not only had more guns, but, 
exclusive, of the Penguin! a boys, had 60 more men. After 
a gallantly fought action of forty minutes, during which 
Cai)tain Dickinson, in despair at the havoc wrought aloft 
and on his ship’s decks, sought, but in vain, to board his ill- 
matched enemy, the bowsprit and foremast of the brig 
having been shot away, and the captain receiving a mortal 
wound. Lieutenant MacDonald was forced to haul down 
his flag. The Penguin lost, besides her captain (who had 
distinguished himself at Lissa as first lieutenant of the Cer- 
6ents), nine men killed and mortally wounded, and three 
officers and 25 men wounded. . 

Soon afterwards, the Hornet^ when in company with the 
Peacockj only escaped capture by the Cornwallis^ 74, flag of 
E»ear-Admiral Sir George Burlton, by throwing all her 
guns overboard. 

* The writer has aotually seen a similar accident happen with thu) 
species of ordnance daring “ general quarters ” at sea. 
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St^ll more inexcusable was the conduct of Captain War- 
rington. '‘On the 30th Juno, 1815 — ^more than four months 
after the ratification of the treaty of peace at Washington 
by the President, of which, nevertheless, the captain of the 
Pea^och professed io be ignorant, on the ground that he liad 
received no official intimation, — ^having arrived off Angier, 
in the Straits of Sunda, ho attiicked the 14-gun brig Nauti- 
lus^ Lieutenant Charles Boyce, of the Bombay marine, 
'll ion gh informed by officers from the Nautilus of the con- 
clusion of peace. Captain Warrington was base enough to 
sail up to the little brig, not half the size of his own full- 
rigged ship, and hail her to haul down her flag. On tho 
gallant Boyce refusing to accede to this unparalleled demand, 
the corvette fired into the Nautilm, and an action ensued, 
which of course terminated in the surrender of the latter. 
In this affair the captain of tho Company's cruiser lost his 
leg at the hip joint, the chief officer was mortally wounded, 
six men were killed (rather w'e should say murdered), and 
seven wounded. This unprecedented act of barbarity con- 
clud(jd the list of actions fought at sea by the ships of the 
two nations, between whom |)eace had been signed on the 
18th F(}bruary, 1815. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

1813—1815. 

Actions on tho Sea-board of the United States, and on the Canadian 
Lakes during tho American War — Operations against Washington 
and New Orleans in 1814 — ^Frigate and Boat Actions with the 
French Navy between tho years 1813-15 — Enumeration of Losses 
and Gains of the Eritish Fleet between the years 1803-15. 

During the month of February, 1813, the 74-gim ships Sa 7 i 
Domingo and Marlborough, with the frigates Maidstom 
and Statira, and brigs Fantoine and Mohawk, under the 
orders of Admiral Sir John B. Warren (who had also 
authority to propose terms of peace with the Washington 
Government) and Bear- Admiral George Cockbum, arrived 
oflf tho American coast, and, on the rejection of Admiral 
Warren's overtures, preparations were made to prosecute 
the war in the enemy's territory. In April the Chesapeake 
was entered, and on tho 3rd of tliat month, tho boats of tho 
squadron, carrying 105 men, were despatched to cut out four 
large schooners that had proceeded up the Bappahannock. 
After a very gallant resistance, the schooners, which wero 
armed with 31 guns, and had on board 219 men, were all 
captured, and two of thorn added to the navy and armed 
with 14 guns. Admiral Cockburn — one of Nelson's fixvou rite 
officers — now proceeded some way up the rivers Elk and 
Sasafras, and reduced tho fortified towns of Havre-de>Grace 
on the former and Frederickstown and Georgetown on the 
latter stream ; while his boats* crew, co-operating with the 
squadron, stormed the batteries which lay in his way. A 
month later the capture of Hampton terminated the opera- 
tions in that quarter. Sir John Warren now despatched 
Cockbum to tho coast of North Carolina, where he met 
with almost equal success. During tho months of Jime 
and July, the boats of the Narcissus, Contest, Mohawk, and 
Ma/rtin, did good service in cutting out small American craft, 
Lieutenant Westphal particularly distinguishing himself by 



CHEAT BATTLES OP THE BRITISH NAVY. 


419 


Ills courage and conduct. But it was in the Canadian lakes 
thatison^e of the most severe fighting of the war took place. 

The Americans exerted themselves to place a large 
naval force on the lakes Ontario, Huron, and Erie ; and 
having built some vessels at Sackett’s Harbour, their prin- 
cipal station on Ontario (the lake nearest Quebec), in the 
winter of 1812, they possessed a squadron of eight vessels. 
In May of the following year, Captain Sir James Yeo was 
sent out from England to command on the lakes, with a 
body of 500 officers and men, and on his arrival at Kings- 
ton, exei*ted himself so effectually that he raised a respect- 
able flotilla, and, landing at Sackett’s Harbour, burnt one 
ship, and a large magazine of stores. On the 3rd J une, Sir 
James made a second descent, and with even more satis- 
fjictory results. The commodore had now under his orders 
six vessels, mounting in all 92 guns, and having crews 
amounting to 717 men. The American flotilla, commanded 
by Commodore Chauncey, consisted of fourteen vessels 
— one, the General Pihe^ a large ship, — carrying in all 
114 heavy guns, and manned with 1,190 officers and men. 
Nothing daunted at the disparity of force. Sir James Yeo 
sailed out of Kingston on the 8th August, and, after a 
delay caused by light winds, attacked the American 
squadron, consisting of three ships and 1 1 schooners, which 
lay off Fort Niagara. After exchanging a few broadsides, 
the enemy bore up, and made sail for Niagara, leaving 
two schooners in the hands of the British. In May, 1814, 
Commodore Yeo, with his squadron and 1,100 troops, was 
equally fortunate in an attack on Oswego. But, though 
successful till the end of the war in every enterprise under- 
taken on Ontario, we met with severe revei*ses on the lakes 
Erie and Champlain ; though it is only due to our naval 
officers to state, in the words of Yonge, the historian, 
that this was due “ solely to the incapacity of the general, 
who was only saved by death from being called to a severe 
account for his conduct before a court-martial.” 

Captain Barclay, who was sent to take command on Lake 
Eric, found himself with five small vessels, having only 
some 50 seamen, the remainder of the crews consisting of 
320 soldiers and Canadian militia. With such materials he 
had to confront a well-found squadron of three large brigs, 
2 E 2 
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six schooners, and a sloop, all mounting heavy guns, throwing 
double the broadside weight of metal ; while, so old /ind 
worn-out were the guns of the Biitish flotilla, thit it was 
necessary to fire a pistol at the vent to discharge them ! 
Not less disproportionate were the odds in men, the Ameri- 
can commodore having under his orders nearly 600 picked 
sailors from the fleet. Want of provisions forced Captain 
Barclay to quit the port of Amherstburg, and on the 10th 
September the rival squadrons came into collision. After 
severe fighting, in which the Detroit^ the ship flying Captain 
Barclay's broad pennant, caused the Lawrence^ Commodore 
Perry's flagship, to surrender, but whicli, not being taken 
possession of, re-hoisted her colours, the entire British 
squadron of six vessels was captured. The Detroit made a 
desperate resistance, the gallant Bai*clay being severely, 
and the first lieutenant mortally, wounded. The British 
loss, out of 370 men, amounted to Captain Finnis, com- 
manding the Queen Charlotte^ two officers, and 38 men 
killed, and eight officers and 85 men wounded. The 
Americans owned to having lost 27 killed and 96 wounded. 
Captain Barclay was honourably acquitted of all blame, 
which was rightly attiibuted to defective equipment and 
want of seamen, and was complimented on the gallantly dis- 
played by his officers and men. The Americans were now 
masters of Lakes Erie, Superior, and Huron, on the waters 
of which Some severe fighting took place with varied suc- 
cess, a party of British seamen under Lieutenant Woi’sley 
particularly distinguishing themselves. 

The operations on Lake Champlain were singularly un- 
fortunate, thougli the disaster was consequent on the imbe- 
cility of General Sir Gebrge Prevost. To oppose the American 
squadron on this lake, three of which were vessels mounting 
respectively 17, 20, and 26 guns, and having on board in all 
86 guns and 981 men. Commodore Downie, the naval officer 
in command, could only muster a force consisting of small 
brigs and gunboats, carrying a total force of 48 guns and 
444 men, of whom the greater part were soldiers and Cana- 
dian militiamen. Commodore Downie, having added to 
his squadron a hastily-constructed ship mounting 36 guns, 
called the Gonjuince, on board which he hoisted his flag, was 
fitting her out for service with all despatch, when Sir 
George Prevost, with whom he was ordered to co-operate. 
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urged him to get under weigh for Plattshurg, which he 
(the? general) proposed forthwith to attack. Stung by the 
nature of the generars letters and messages, on the 8th 
September, only thirteen days from the date of the launch- 
ing oft the Coiijiancey and five from the date of his having 
taken command of her, the commodore anchored abreast 
of the main body of the army. On the morning of the 
11th, only a few hours after a portion of the crew had 
joined from Quebec, and while the shipwrights were still 
ein])loyed fitting the ringbolts for the guns, the commodore, 
Avith the LiniiAt^ 16, Fring^ 10, and Finch^ 8, and 10 
gunboats, got under weigh and stood out for Plattsburg 
Bay, where the whole American squadron was moored in 
line ahead, abreast the encampment of their army. It will 
be scarcely credited, but at this critical juncture Sir George 
Prevost, instead of ordering the attacking column to advance 
on the preconcerted signal from the Covjiance being observed, 
directed the men to go to breakfast. Unsupported, and 
exposed to the fire of the shore batteries in addition to that 
from the powerful Yankee squadron, Commodore Downie 
engaged tho enemy with the greatest gallantry. Early in 
the fight he was killed by a 24-lb. carronade, which was 
completely knocked off its slide by a round shot, and striking 
him on the right groin, inflicted so terrible a bruise that he 
Avas struck speechless, and expired in a few minutes. In a 
short time the British squadron was OA^erpowered and 
captured, the gunboats alone making their escape. Fifty- 
seven men were killed and 92 wounded ; the American 
loss, Avhich was little less, consisting of 52 killed, 58 wounded, 
out of 981 men engaged. # 

Charges were about to be preferred by Commodore Sir 
James Yeo, as senior naval officer, against Sir George 
Prevost, when, fortunately for his good name, all proceed- 
ings against that general Avere stayed by the hand of death. 

The peace with France in 1814 released a large number 
of Wellington’s veterans, who were conducted to America 
under General Boss’s command, to take part in the war. 
Bear-Admiral Pulteney Malcolm also arrived with some 
more ships, and the chief naval command was assumed by 
Sir Alexander Cochrane in the place of Sir John Warren, 
who had solicited his recall. In June and July, Admiral 
Cockbum penetrated up the Patuxent, the Potomac, and 
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other rivers in Virginia, and inflicted heavy losses on the 
enemy, who wore defeated with the loss of largfc ainoiufbs of 
military stores. On the 22nd August tho rear-admiral, 
taking with him tho armed boats of the squadron, attacked 
and dispersed the American Commodore Barney’s flotilla of 
gxinboats ; and two days later. General Ross’s small army of 
less than 4,000 men, assisted by a small naval brigade 
under Rear-Admiral Cockbum, achieved the victory of 
Bladensburg, defeating an American army of double their 
force. On the evening of the same day, Washington Wiis 
entered, and thus was consummated this daring and success- 
ful march, the proposal of the gallant Cockburn. Then 
ensued the most un justifiable and impolitic fict of burning 
the chief public buildings of the capital, of wliich we have 
recently had a parallel in Paris, though in the latter instance 
tho hand that held the brand wtis that of a friend, while on 
the present occasion both friend and foe alike fired the dock- 
yards, ships, stores, and public buildings. On the day fol- 
lowing the captTire of Washington, the British force retraced 
its steps, and, on the 30th August, the whole was re-embarked 
on board tho squadron, and descended the Patuxent. 

While these operations were in progress. Captain James 
Gordon, in the tSeahorsey 38, with t\\Q Euryalus^ 3G, Captain 
Charles I^apier, and some bomb-vessels, ascended the Poto- 
mac to Alexandria, to co-operate in the attack on Washington 
on that side, and after encountering difficulties that would 
have daunted almost any hearts but those of Biitish seamen, 
owing to the intricacies of the navigation and the strong 
batteries commanding the river, tliey compelled tlie surrender 
of Fort Washington, a^med with 27 heavy guns, and of the 
city of Alexandria, and 21 prizes. The squadron on their 
return found the banks of the Potomac lined with men and 
heavy batteries, thrown up to attack the ships ; but not- 
withstanding every impediment, the ships silenced tho 
batteries, some mounting from 14 to 18 guns, and on the 9th 
September, twenty-three days after quitting the mouth of the 
river, t\iQ Seahorse and consorts arrived at their former anchor- 
age. The loss throughout this arduous service amounted to 
only seven killed, including one lieutenant, and 35 wounded, 
among whom was Captain iN^apier. 

A joint expedition under Sir John Sherbroke and Admiral 
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'Griffith, under whose command were two ships of the line 
and six frigates and corvettes, sailed from Halifax on the 
20tfi Ai^usb, and proceeded up the Penobscot. After cap- 
hiring the Fort of Castine, a portion of the soldiers and 
seamen were disembarked, and proceeded up the river as far 
as th<i town of Hamden, for the purpose of attacking the 
AdamSj a 32-gun frigate, having on board a crew of 248 
men. The British shore pai'ty consisted of GOO soldiers, and 
160 seamen and marines, and having routed a body of nearly 
1,400 militia, forced the captain of the Adams to burn his 
ship to prevent her falling into their hands. Tlie town of 
Bangor was then captured, and six ships and vessels were 
destroyed and two brigs taken. 

An attack was projected on Baltimore ; but after gaining 
a victory within five miles of the city, in wliich the division 
of GOO seamen sustained a loss of 52 killed and wounded, 
the attempt was abandoned, chiefly in consequence of the 
death of General Boss, who was shot while reconnoitring. 
The troops were accordingly re-embarked to engage in the 
disastrous affair at New Orleans. 

It is not our province to enter into details of this expe- 
dition, which was undertaken by the sister service, who 
therein lost their able general, Sir E. Pakenham, one of 
Wellington’s subalterns, and numerous other gallant officers 
and no less brave men, the flower of that glorious army 
that marched from the lines of Torres Vedras over the 
Pyrenees. 

On the 8th December, Sir Alexander Cochrane arrived off 
the Chandcleur Islands, and some of his ships having been 
fired at by American gunboats — ^which retired into Lake 
Borgue, at the head of which the, army intended for the 
attack on New Orleans was to be disembarked — the admiral 
resolved to clear the lake of them. Accordingly, on the night 
of the 12th December, 42 launches, armed for service, with 
three gigs, carrying in all 980 men, were despatched, under 
the orders of Captain Lockyer, to attack the American 
flotilla, consisting of five gunboats, each carrying nine guns, 
and two smaller vessels, having crews of the aggregate of 
245 men. After a pull of 36 miles against a strong current, 
about noon of the 14th the boats got alongside the enemy, and 
-a desperate hand-to-hand conflict ensued. For some time 
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tlie second barge of the Seahorse^ commanded by Captain 
Lockyer and Lieutenant Pratt, was engaged, single-handed, 
with the gunboat caiTying the American commod<»*e’s flag, 
and nearly all the assailants -were either killed or wounded, 
including among the latter Captain Lockyer (severely), and 
Lieutenant Pratt (mortally). The gallant band of survivors, 
however, managed to make good their footing on the enemy’s 
deck, and other boats coming up, the vessel was soon com- 
pelled to surrender. The remaining gunboats were also 
boarded and carried, our seamen displaying their wonted 
dash and gallantry. In this affixir the British, who suflered 
severely from the fire of the gunboats while advancing, lost 
three midshipmen and 14 men killed, and Captain Lockyer, 
four lieutenants (one mortally), four other oflicers, seven 
midshipmen (two mortally) and 61 men wounded. The 
American loss was 41 men. Commanders Lockyei', Montre- 
sor, and Boberts were promoted, as were likewise many of 
the lieutenants and midshipmen. No obstacle now inter- 
vened to prevent the disembarkation of the army, which was 
carried out, only to be succeeded by one of the most disas- 
trous assaults in our militaiy annals. The ratification of the 
treaty at Washington, on the 18th February, 1815, con- 
cluded the war ; and let us hoiie that the peace which has 
now endured nearly sixty years between the two nations, 
may never be broken. 

Between iiho years 1812 and 1815 many sanguinary 
frigate and boat actions took place between the navies 
of England and France. In February, 1812, Captain Sir 
James Yeo, when in command of the 32-giin frigate South- 
amptoriy engaged the Amethyst^ 44, a French frigate at that 
time in the service of the Haytian Government. After an 
hour and a quarter’s action, during which the admirable 
gunnery of the British frigate had shot away the enemy’s 
bowsjjrit and all three masts, and almost silenced her fire, 
the Amethyst surrendered, having lost, out of her crew of 
700 men, no less than 105 killed and 120 wounded, including 
the captsdn, a noted privateersman. 

Not less severe was the loss sustained by the French 
seventy-four Rivoli^ in her action off Venice, with the Vic- 
torwusn 7 4, Captain Talbot. A protracted engagement of four 
and a Inilf hours at half pistol-shot ensued, during which 
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the two ships engaged, with courses hauled up and royals set, 
whei 4 tlie^ii?ivoK, being almost unmanageable, and her guns 
nearly silenced, was compelled to surrender, having lost 400 
killed and wounded out of her crew of 800 men. At the 
sjiine time, the IFeasel, 18-gun brig, engaged the t/ena and 
Mercufe, of 16 guns, until the later blew up, with all her 
crew, only three men being saved ; and the Jena made sail 
to escape. At a signal from Captain Talbot, the Weasel 
opened fire upon the just before she hauled down her 

ilag, though the French seventy-four struck to the Victoriom, 
The latter ship lost one officer and 25 men killed, and 
Captain Talbot (severely), one marine officer (mortally), four 
mates and midshipmen, and 93 men wounded. The captain 
of the Victorious was knighted ; the first lieutenant, Peake, 
jn-omoted to commander; and Captain Andrew, of the 
Weasel^ advanced to post rank. The liivoliy whose fore and 
main-masts fell a few days after the action, was added to 
the British navy. 

The 1 0-gun brig Rosario^ Captain Harvey, supported by the 
IG-gun brig Griffon, Captain Trollope, rendered good service 
ill attacking a division of the Boulogne flotilla, consistingof 1 2 
brigs and a lugger, of which the Rosario captured one brig and 
drove another on shore ; the Griffon also capturing one. The 
boats of the brigs Bermuda, SkyloA'h, Castilian, and Phipps 
also boarded and captured the 14-gun brig Apelles, although 
exposed to a heavy fire, and to musketry from the shore. 
The boats of the Leviathan and America, 74-gun ships, and 
18-gun brig Eclair, canied a battery near the town of Lan- 
guelia, and brought out 16 vessels laden with merchandise, 
losing 16 men killed and drowned, and 20 wounded. Equally 
successful were the men of the frigates Imperieuse and Cura- 
goa and brig Eclair, on a point of the coast near the samo 
town. The 74-gun ship Northumberland, Captain Hon. 
Henry Hotham, and brig Growler, drove on shore, after a run- 
ning fight, and destroyed the 40-gun French frigates Arienne 
and Andromache, and 16-gun brig Mamelouk, the Northum^ 
berland losing five killed and 27 wounded. A very spirited 
action was fought between the 64-gim ship Dictator, Captain 
Stewart, and 18-gun brig Calypso, Captain Weir, and a Danish 
10-gun frigate, three 18-gun brigs, and a large number of 
gunboats which took refuge in a small creek on the coast of 
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Norway. Captain Stewart ran his ship aground within liail 
of the Danish squadron, and engaged the enemy ^vitb such 
success, that the frigate and brigs were compelled to sur- 
render ; the gunboats managing to escape. On the same 
occasion, the brigs Podargua and FUmver engaged some 
Danish batteries and another division of gunboats. The 
British ships lost nine killed and 35 wounded. The cap- 
tains of the Gcdgi^so and Podargus and the first lieutenant 
of the Dictator were promoted. Tn this affair the Danes lost 
300 killed and wounded j and a few weeks later suffered 
heavily in resisting the attempt made by the four boats of 
the Horatio to board an armed cutter. The officers and men 
of the 10-gun schooner Sealarh performed a very gallant 
exploit in capturing, after a severe action, a French i 6-gun 
privateer j the Sealark^ out of her small crew of 60 men, had 
seven killed, and her commander (who was promoted), one 
midshipman, and 20 men wounded. 

A singularly daring exploit was performed on the 10th 
August, 1812, at Bicudom, in the island of Alicant, when 
Lieutenant Dwyer, with a boat’s crew of only seven men, 
landed and attacked, without hesitation, a battery manned by 
80 Genoese, who abandoned the place. He had not been 
long in possession, however, before he was attacked by 200 
French soldiers, and after a gallant defence, in which all his 
ammunition was expended, and every man of his small 
party was' either killed or wounded, he himself receiving 
seventeen bayonet-wounds, the battery was regained by the 
enemy. 

A desperate but indecisive action was fought on the 6th Feb- 
ruary, 1813, off the coast of Africa, between the 38-gun frigate 
Amelia^ Captain Hon. *F. Irby, and the French 40-gun frigate 
Arcthuse. The action commenced at 7.20 p.m., and raged 
for four hours. Twice the ships fell on board of each other, 
during which the great guns and small arms were plied with 
telling effect on both sides ; but in the end the ships dropped 
out of gun-shot, and the action was discontinued. • Besides 
having her rigging cut to pieces, and her hull shattered, 
the Amelia lost, out of her crew of about 350 men and boys, 
four lieutenants, three other officers, and 44 men killed and 
mortally wounded, and her captain, eight officers (four of 
whom were midshipmen), and 81 men wounded. Not less 
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damaged was the Arethuse^ whose casualties, out of 375 men, 
amownteej to 31 killed and 74 wounded. 

The year 1814 opened auspiciously by the capture by the 
Venerahle^ 74, of the French 40-gun frigates Iphigenie and 
Alcm^ne: the latter made a gallant resistance, lt)sing 30 
killed 8,nd 50 wounded, A sanguinary but indecisive action 
was fought near the Cape de Verd Islands, on the 23rd 
January, between the French 40-gun frigates Etoile and 
Sultane, and the British 36-gun frigates Creole^ Captain 
Mackenzie, and Aatrea^ Captain Evelcigh, in which tlie 
former, out of 284 men and boys, had 10 killed and 26 
wounded, and the latter, besides her gallant captain, lost 
8 killed and 37 wounded. The loss on board the French 
frigates amounted to 40 killed and 60 wounded. Two months 
later both these frigates were captured, the Sultane by the 
Hannibal, 74, and the Etoile, after a protracted action of three 
hours’ duration, by the 38-gun frigate Hehrua, Captain 
Palmer, during which she lost her niizenmast, and 40 
killed and 73 wounded, out of a complement of 325 men. 
Of the gallant crew of the Hehrus, numbering 284 men and 
boys, one midshipman and 12 men were killed, and 25 
w’Danded. Doth prizes were added to the navy. 

A gallantly-contested engagement wjis that between the 
Eurotas, 38, Captain Philhmore, and the French 40-guii 
frigate Glorincle, though unfortunately the crew of the 
former were robbed of the fruits of their exertions by the 
arrival of the Dryad, 36, to which ship the Clorinde sur- 
rendered, just as the Eurotas, having rigged three jury- 
masts, was approaching the French frigate to renew the 
action. The loss on board the British ship, which, as we 
have denoted, was totally dismasted, 'was three midshipmen 
and 18 men killed, and the captain, two officers, and 36 
vrounded, out of a complement of 329 hands. The Clo- 
rinde, which commenced the action with 344 men, had 30 
killed and 40 wounded. Many gallant engagements be- 
tween single ships and boat actions took place during the 
years 1812-15, in nearly every instance our brave seamen 
being successful ; but want of space debars us from even 
barely enumerating them. Most remarkable was the devo- 
tion displayed by Lieutenant Jones and the officers and 
men, numbering in all 41, of the little schooner AlpJi^a, in 
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engaging a 14-giin French privateer, until the former blew 
np wil^i every soul on board; also the gallautj-y df the 
boats of the 74-gun ship Swiftsurej in boarding a French 
privateer schooner carrying eight guns and 93 men, on < 
which occasion the British loss was one lieutena^jit, one 
midshipman, and four men killed and mortally wounded, 
and 14 officers and men wounded. Also worthy of chro- 
nicle are Captain Charles Napier’s achievements in the 
TJiames, 32, when he destroyed the fort of Sapri, and captured 
nearly 30 vessels ; and again in the Euryalus^ 36, when he 
captured or destroyed 23 vessels, and performed other 
gallant acts. Captain Jeremiah Coghlan (the same who so 
gallantly cut out the Cerhere) performed good service, as did 
also the boats of the Eagle^ 74, under command of Lieu- 
tenant Cannon, and the boats of the Bacchante^ during the 
time she was commanded by that gallant seaman Captain 
Hoste, the hero of Lissa. 

The entry into Paris, on the 31st March, 1814, of the 
allied armies, and the abdication of Napoleon at Fontaine- 
bleau on the 28th of the following month, was succeeded by 
the removal of the French emperor to the island of Elba, 
whither he was conveyed by the Undaunted^ 38, Captain 
Ussher. The peace that followed was short and deceptive. 
Napoleon’s return to France on the 1st March of the fol- 
lowing year, brought about the period of warfare known as 
tlie Hundred Days, during which the naval operations were 
of fin unimportant character. 

The Rivoli, 74, captured in the Mediterranean, after a 
short running fight, the French 40-gun frigate Melporrieney 
and the day before the battle of V/aterloo the 18-gun brig 
nioty Captain Nicolas, chased and gallantly brought to 
fiction the French ship Legere, 28, which, however, managed 
to cscjipe, after having lost 100 men, the Pilot only losing 
14 killed and wounded. For the second time, Napoleon 
found himself on board a British man-of-war as a captive, 
and on the 7th August was transferred from the BdUroplwny 
Captain Maitland, to whom he had surrendered himself, to 
the Northumherlandy 74, Captain Boss, bearing the flag of 
Admiral Sir George Cockburn, K.C.B., which sailed on the 
following day for St. Helena. 

The following is an abstract of our gains and losses daring 
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the protracted period of hostilities with various nations, 
coinnlfenciiig with the rupture with France in May, 1803 : — 
Fi-eiich : 20 ships of the line and 55 frigates captured, and 
nine ships of the line and 15 frigates destroyed. Dutch: 

10 sliijjs of various classes taken and destroyed. Spanish : 

11 ships of the line and seven frigates captured and desti oyed. 
Danish : 18 ships of the line and nine frigates captured, and 
one destroyed. One D nssian ship of the line, six Turkish 
ships, and four American frigates captured or destroyed. The 
grand total is 173 ships of the line and frigates captured or 
tlcstroyed, of which 101 were added to the navy. During 
the same period, our losses consisted of only 83 frigates cap- 
ture*;^ and seven destroyed, not a single sail of the line having 
struck to an enemy. The enumeration of our losses and gains, 
from the outbreak of hostilities with France in 1793, to the 
peace of Amiens, has already been laid before the reader. 

Before concluding the account of the services of the 
British navy during the twenty-two years’ war, ended by the 
banishment of Napoleon to St. Helena, forming, as it does, 
tlie most brilliant portion of our naval history, it should be 
mentioned that throughout the earlier portion of the me- 
morable struggle known as the Peninsular War, the fleet 
under Admiral Berkeley, in the Tagus, aftbrded valuable aid 
— and indeed the same may be said throughout the war — 
to the invincible general whose name is the proudest boast 
of the sister service j and this the great Duke of Wellington 
was himself always foremost to acknowledge. His letters 
to Admirals Berkeley, Keats, Popham, and Collier, which 
appear in his despatches, amply testify to this ; and so 
great was the confidence he placed in British seamen, that 
at one time he solicited a I’einforcement of a brigade of 
seamen and marines, though the Admiralty refused to 
sanction the proposal. 

Not only in Spain, and up the Adour and Garonne in 
France, were the ships and boats of the fleet of material 
assistance, but in the north of Europe, at the defence of 
Riga and reduction of GlUckstadt on the Elbe, our seamen 
co-operated with our allies, and astonished friends and foes 
alxxe by the skill and courage with which they worked their 
gu«is ^!L shore as artillerymen, or stormed batteries, as we 
aie Hi the nabit of saying, as only Briions cm. 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 

1816—1858. 

Tho Bombardment of Algiers, 27th August, 1816 — ^Wars waged with 
Pirates between 1816 and 1858 — ^The First and Second Burmese 
Wars-^Operations connected with the Suppression of the Slavt- 
trade. 

Within a year of the conclusion of the Great War, we 
found ourselves once more involved in hostilities, which 
afforded a favourable opportunity for tho navy to earn fresli 
laurels. The enemy with whom we were now about to con- 
tend, was the semi-civilized power that lield sway on the 
African seaboard in tho Mediterranean. For years tho 
Corsairs of the Barbaiy states had been the terror of all 
peaceful voyagers on that inland sea, and at length Lord 
Exmouth, better known as Sir Edward Pellew, one of the 
most dashijjg of our admirals, who now commanded in the 
Mediterranean, received instructions from his Government 
to demand a cessation of the iniquitous conduct of the 
barbarians. 

Accordingly, his lordship, in March, 1816, proceeded with 
his fleet to Tunis and TyipoU, which submitted to his demands ; 
but the Dey of Algiers, confident in the strength of his forti- 
fications, haughtily refused to deerce the abolition of Christian 
slavery, though he consented to release any British subjects 
imprisoned in his dungeons, and to allow the ransoming of 
Italian and Spanish slaves. Lord Exmouth, uncertain 
whether English public opinion would support him in 
insistiiig on the entire abolition of slavery in the Barbary 
states, returned to England to receive definite instructiont 
from Lord LiverpooFa Government. On his being asked 
the number of ships he would require to reduce Algiers 
in the event of the Dey still remainiug obdurate. Lcvcf 



GREAT BATTLES OP THE BRITISH NAVY. 


431 


Exmouth, to the surprise of the Admiralty, who remembered 
that WelsDu named 10 sail of the line as the smallest force 
necessary to do the work effectually, replied that he would 
be contented with five or six sail of the line, as many 
frigateg^ and some bomb-vessels and brigs. Of course the 
admiral received can'te hlanche, and accordingly, on the 28th 
July, he sailed from Plymouth Sound with the following, 
ships : — 


Gone. 

Queen Charlotte.., 

Impregnable 

C Superb 

74 Minden 

l^Albion 

t?) Leander 

jf f Severn 

i Glasgow 

Qrt C Qranicus 

XHebrus 


( Admiral Lord Exmouth, G.O.B. (Blue)* 
\ Captain James Brisbane, C.B. 

{ Bear-Admiral David Milne (Blue). 
Captain Edward Brace, C.B. 

„ Charles Ekins. 

,, William Paterson. 

„ John Coode. 

,, Edward Chetham, C.B. 

„ Hon. Frederick Aylmer. 

Hon. Anthony Maitland. 

„ William Wif»o. 

„ Edward Palmer, C.B. 


Four bomb- vessels and five brigs. 


On Lord Exmouth’s arrival at Gibraltar, he found a 
Dutch squadron lying there, and the oliicer commanding, 
Vice-Admiral Baron Van de Cappellen, having solicited 
permission to assist in the pndscwoiiihy task of bringing 
the Dey to his senses, Lord Exmouth could scarcely decline 
the offer. The fleet, which was now strengthened by these 
four Dutch 40-gun. frigates and two smaller vessels, carry- 
ing respectively 30 and 18 guns, and five British gunboats, 
arrived in sight of Algiers on the 27th August. This 
famous city, which had never submitted to a foreign foe 
since our own mighty Blake had silenced its guns, was 
fortified by works of great strength. 

Allen, the naval historian, thus enumerates the formid- 
able defences that made the city well-nigh impregnable : — 
Upon the various batteries on the north side, 80 pieces of 
cannon and eight heavy mortars were mounted, and the 
water was so shallow, that a large ship could not approach 
within reach of them. Between the north wall of tlie city 
and the commencement of the pier (which is about 250 
yaixls in length, and connects the town with the lighthouse) 
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were about 20 guns ; and a semicircular battery, mounting 
two tiers of guns, about 44 in all, stood on th(?nofthern 
projection of the mole. To the southward of it, nearly in 
line with the pier, was the Lighthouse battery of three tiers, 
mounting 48 guns ; next to which was the “Eastern battery,” 
mounting 6G guns, in three tiers, flanked by four other 
batteries of two tiers, mounting altogether GO guns j and on 
the mole-head were two long 6 8-pounders, described as being 
twenty feet in length. The total number of guns on the 
mole, consisting of 32-, 24-, and 18-pounders, wtis at least 
220. The Fisii-market battery, about 300 yards west frcL* 
the south mole-head, mounted 15 guns in three tiers : be- 
tween it and the southern extremity of the city were two 
batteries of five guns each. Beyond the city in this direc- 
tion were a castle and three batteries, mounting alto- 
gether about 70 guns, and in the rear of the city and on the 
heights were several other batteries. The total number of 
guns mounted on all these works exceeded 1,000, 500 
of which were on the sea-face, and they were manned by a 
force of 4,000 fierce and fanatical Moslems. In addition, 
the entire Algerine fleet, consisting of nine large frigates 
and corvettes, and nejirly 50 gunboats, lay ready for serviit 
in the inner harbour. 

To a demand for the release of the British consul, who 
had been 'detained, the Dey returned a prompt refusal. 
Again, on the morning of the 27th August, a dead 
calm then prevailing, his lordship sent in a flag of truce, 
demanding the perpetual abolition of Christian slavery, and 
the release of all Europeans. Taking advantage of the sea- 
breeze which had spriwg up, the fleet sailed in, and on the 
expiration of two hours. Lord Exmouth receiving no 
answer, bore up for the attack in the prescribed order. 
The Quern Charlotte led the way, and at 2.35 anchored 
with springs about fifty yards from the mole-head. While 
securing a warp to an Algerine brig, she was fired upon, 
and almost immediately afterwards, the Implacable and 
Superb^ following in her wake, received two shots. First 
waving his hand to the crowds of people assembled on the 
parapet of the mole-head to gaze at the great three-decker, to 
descend, Lord Exmouth gave the order to open fire. . The 
well-practised seamen gunners obeyed with a broadside, and 
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each ship, as sho took up her station, opened with her 
guiis> ; 

On the larboard bow of the flagship lay the Leander (the 
same frigate that had fought at the Nile), with her starboard 
after-guns bearing upon the mole, and her foremost ones 
upon ttie Fish-market battery. Ahead of her lay the Severn^ 
her starboard broadside bearing full upon the same battery. 
Close to the Severn was the GlaagoWf her larboard guns 
bearing on the tow-n batteries. On the port quarter of the 
Queen Charlotte lay the Sup&rh^ her starboard broadside 
bearing on the 60-gun battery, next to that on the mole-head. 
The Impregnable^ not being sufficiently advanced when the 
firing commenced, brought up outside her appointed place, 
and Lay exposed, at the distance of 500 yards, to the con- 
centrated fire of the Lighthouse and Eastern batteries. The 
Mlnden brought to in the space between the Impregnable and 
Snperb, and the Albion anchored within her own length astern 
of the Minden, but was hove close up that ship by means 
of a hawser passed out of the gun-room port of the latter. 

The Dutch admiral’s flagship Melampus anchored close 
astern of the Glasgow, two of his frigates being astern, two 
farther out, and the corvette under way during the battle. 
The Hebrus anchored a little without the line, on the lar- 
board quarter of the Queen Charlotte, and the captain of the 
Grani<yus displayed the utmost skill and gallantry by the 
scamanlike manner in which he anchored his ship in a 
space scarcely exceeding her own length between the flag- 
ship and Superb, The bomb-vessels threw their shells at a 
distance of 2,000 yards from the enemy’s works, and the 
brigs and the flotilla of gunboats were placed where they 
could be of the greatest service. 

So precise and tremendous was the fire of the Queen 
Charlotte, that, after the tliird broadside, the end of the 
mole was razed to its foundation. Springing her broadside 
towards the batteries over the town gate leading into the 
mole, their ' demolition was as speedily effected. The 
Leander engaged the enemy’s gunboats, and so completely 
silenced them, that at four the admiral despatched the 
barge of his flagship to set fii’e to the frigate lying across 
the niolo. This service was gallantly executed by Lieute- 
nant Richards with the loss of only two men. 
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The Impregnable suffered more severely than any ship of 
the fleet, and about half-past four Admiral Milup h«d to 
request assistance from Lord Exmouth. The Glasgow was 
despatched to divert some of the fire from the line-of-battlo 
ship, but, owing to the calm, was unable to take up the 
required position. This frigate, and more particularly the 
LeamdeTy experienced heavy losses from the lire of the Fish- 
market and neighbouring batteries. 

About seven all the enemy’s vessels within the harbour 
were set on fire by the mortar and rocket boats, and the 
flames were soon communicated to the arsenal and store- 
houses, and to the city itself. The spectacle at this time 
was grand beyond description. At 10 o’clock, the upper 
tiers of the batteries on the mole being nearly all destroyed, 
and the lower tiers almost silenced, the Qmen Charlotte cut 
her cables, and, favoured by a land-breeze, stood out to sea, 
signalling the other ships to follow motions. Before 2 a.m. 
on the following morning (the 28th August), the entire fleet 
was at anchor, out of reach of the enemy’s shot. 

The loss sustained in this memorable bombardment was 
very heavy. The Queen Clmrlotte had eight killed and 131 
wounded (some mortally), including three lieutenants, two 
marine officers, five midshipmen, and two non-combatant 
officers. The Impregnable lost 50 killed, including one mid- 
shipman, and 160 officers and men wounded. The Superb 
had eight killed, including a master’s mate and a midship- 
man, and 84 wounded, among whom were Captain Ekins, 
three lieutenants, and two midshipmen. The Minden lost 
seven killed, and two midshipmen and 35 men wounded. 
The Albion had one midshipman and two men killed, and 
Captain Coodo, one midshipman, and 14 men wounded. The 
Leander lost two marine officers, three midshipmen, and 12 
men killed, and two lieutenants, five midshipmen, one clerk, 
and 110 men wounded. The Severn had three killed, and 
five midshipmen and 29 men wounded. The Glasgow lost 
10 killed, and one lieutenant, the master, a marine officer, 
five midshipmen, and 29 men wounded. The Granicus had 
16 killed, including two marine officers and one midshipman, 
and one lieutenant, four midshipmen, and 35 men wounded^ 
The Hehrvs lost one midshipman and three men killed, 
and one midshipman and 16 men wounded. The Infermlf 
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‘bomb-vessel, had one officer and one man killed, and six 
officlft’s ^including a lieutenant and three midshipmen) and 
11 men wounded. 

The total British loss was 128 killed and 690 wounded ; 
tliat our allies, the Dutch, amounted to 13 killed and 52 
wounded. 

On the 29th August, Captain Brisbane, the flag captain, 
had an interview with the Dey at the palace, and the final 
result of the negotiations was that all the admiral’s demands 
were acceded to. Upwards of 1,200 Christian slaves were 
given Tip, as well as 382,500 dollars, advanced by iNTaples 
and Sicily to redeem their subjects, and 30,000 dollars were 
paid to the British consul for compeiLsation for the loss of 
his property. The fleet returned to England on the 3rd 
•September, having performed a service of mercy and justice 
which must ever redound to the credit of the country, scarcely 
less than to the gallant seamen, who risked life and limb 
with tmditional gallantry and success. 

Lord Exmouth was created a viscount of the United 
Kingdom, Bear-Admiral Milne received the ribbon of a 
KnightCommaiulcr of the Bath, and Captains Ekins, Aylmer, 
Wise, Maitland, Paterson, and Coode were made companions 
of the order. Three lieutenants of the Queen Charlotte^ two 
of the Impregnable^ the first lieutenants of all the ships, and 
some other officers of the same rank, were promoted, as were 
also a great number of mates and midshipmen. 

From that day to the conquest and occupation of their 
country in 1830 by the French, the Algerines only once gave 
us any trouble ; this was in 1824, when, in the most gallant 
manner, Mr. Michael Quin, the first lieutenant of the Naiad, 
cut out, with the boats of that frigate, a large 16-gun brig 
from under the castle of Bona, mounting 40 guns. 

Between the years 1816 and 1840 profound peace reigned 
in European waters, and almost the only shot fired, with the 
exception of the interlude of Kavarino, in 1827, was against 
Greek pirates, in the Archipelago. The navy was also en- 
gaged against desperadoes of a like character in West Indian 
waters, in the Chinese seas and Straits of Malacca, and, most 
daring of all, against the pirates of the Persian Gulf. The 
J owassamees, as these freebooters were called, were the most 
•powerful of five tribes of pirates, and had their head-quarters 

2 F 2 
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at the town of Eas el Khymah, situated on that portion of 
the shores of the Persian Gulf which was knowne as^he 
Pirate Coast. So daring had their depredations become, 
that so far back as 1809 an expedition sailed from Bombay 
to chastise them. The naval portion consisted of the frigates 
La Cliiffone, Captain Wainwright; Caroline^ Captain Gordon; 
and the East-India Company’s ships of war Mornington, 28, 
NautilnSy 14, six small brigs, and a bomb-vessel. 

The military consisted of the 65th regiment, a detachment 
of Bombay artillery, and 1,000 sepoys. 

Has el Khymali was first bombarded and then stormed, 
and warlike stores, magazines, and 48 large vessels were 
burnt. From thence the expedition proceeded to Lingah, on 
the opposite coast, and Luft, in the island of Kishm, which 
were both captured, though not without severe loss, and all 
the piratical craft were destroyed. Other places were taken, 
and then the squadron, leaving the Persian Gulf, proceeded 
to Sheenaz, not far from Muscat, into which no less than 4,000 
shot and shell were thrown, when, a practicable breach being 
made, it was stormed by the soldiers. The expedition now 
returned to Bombay ; but the pirates soon became bolder 
than ever, and even appeared off Mocha, capturing four 
British vessels near that port. Accordingly, in September, 
1819, a second strong expedition was fitted out and dis- 
patched from Bombay, Sir William Grant being in milituiy 
command, while Captain Collier, of the frigate Liverpool, 
acted as commodore. Several ships of the Indian navy 
again took part in the operations, which were chiefly carried 
out by the militaiy, who numbered 1,700 Europeans and 
2,500 native soldiers. • Again Has el Khymah was bom- 
barded by the fieet and stormed by the army, with severe 
loss to the Jowassamees. Sharga and other minor places 
were also taken, and all the pirate craft that fell into the 
commodore’s hands, in these strongholds, were burnt. The 
Jowassamees never forgot the stern lesson read to them 
by British power, and they have over since been kept in 
subjection by the cruisers of the Indian navy, though not 
without occasional passages of arms, until the abolition of 
the service remitted the police duties of the Persian Gulf 
to ships of the Royal navy. 

Captain Chads did good service in 1836, in repressing 



GREAT BATTLES OP THE BRITISH NAVY. 437 

piracy in Malay waters, and seven years later the famous 
R^ah*Bi’ooke, of Sarawak, and Captain Keppel, of the DidOy 
were equally successful in their efforts to combat this monster 
evil. Those of my readers who desire detailed information 
of tiie operations in Bornean seas, undertaken by the gallant 
Keppel, in conjunction with the late Sir James Brooke, 
should read the work of the former officer on the subject. 
In the latter part of 1843, the Dido was recalled to China 
by Admiral Sir W. Parker, but Keppel returned the next 
year, bringing with him also the Hon. East-India Company’s 
steamer DIdegethon, and inflicted a heavy blow on the pi- 
rates of the river Sikarran, capturing Karangan, their head- 
quarters. In 1845, tlie new commaiider-in-chief. Sir Thomas 
Cochrane, visited Borneo in person, and superintended the 
destruction by two boats of the squadron, commanded by 
Captain Talbot, of the piratical stronghold up the river 
Songibasar, which falls into the Bay of Maloodoo near 
Labuan. Again in July, 1846, an expedition, consisting of 
some GOO seamen and marines, with field guns, embarked in 
vessels of light draught, including the steamer PhUgtthon^ 
which was particularly serviceable, and under the immediate 
command of Cai)tam Mundy(now Sir K. Mundy, K.C.B.), the 
admiral also being present, the fortified position of Pulo Bun- 
gorc, and the city of Brune itself, were captured with small loss 
on our side. Operations against Chinese pirates were also 
successfully carried out between the years 1854 — 1858, by 
c;aptain O’ Callaghan, commanding the Encounter , and by 
Commander Fellowes, of the Battler, whose boats, assisted 
by those of the American frigate PowlwLttan, captured 18 
junks. In this desperate action, no less than 500 pirates 
were estimated to have been killed, while our loss consisted 
of 24 British and American seamen. Still more successful 
was Commander E. Vansittart, of the Bittern, in his action 
in August, 1855, with 40 junks, off the moutli of the river 
which leads to the city of Fushan : in the first day^s fighting 
eight junks were disabled or sunk, and, soon after. Captain 
Vansittart captured 12 more, each having 10 guns and crews 
of 50 men. In September, the same distinguished young 
officer captured 22 more junks, which for more than an hour 
maintained a heavy fire against the Bittern. 

The gunboat Staunch^ Lieu.lenant Wildman, and the 
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Surprise^ under Commander Cresswell, were equally auqgess* 
ful against these vermin in 1858, and in the saihe yeai 
Captain N. Vansittart, — the same officer who a few years- 
later fell gloriously at the attack on the Peiho fortSj — at the 
head of a squadron, in the last week of August, destroyed 
or captured a 14-gim battery, 100 junks, carrying 230 guns, 
besides killing and wounding 400 pirates, giving over to 
justice 36 more, and freeing from captivity GO prisoners. 

Of the achievements of the navy in voyages of exploration 
in the Arctic and Antarctic seas, commencing with the year 
1818, particularly the noble deeds of such men as JRoss, 
Parry, and Pranklin, of Back, Collinson, McClure, and 
McClintock, we must omit to give even the barest outline, 
as it is a subject foreign to the battles of the British navy 
but they form not the least brilliant chapter in the history 
of this noble service : not less heroism was required to battle 
against Arctic frost, and the horrors of a Polar winter, than 
to stand up against the shot and shell, the bullet and cut- 
lass of the Frenchman, the Spaniard, or the American. For 
the same reason wo must omit all mention of the grand 
survey made in unknown waters all over the globe,’*’ those 
by the surveying officers of the Indian navy being not in- 
ferior in ability of execution, or importance, to the surveys^ 
of their brethren of the Boyal service. Passing over, with 
only a bare mention, the attack on Mocha, in 1817, and 
again in 1820, when some rather severe fighting took place, 
before the town was reduced by the squadron, chiefly con- 
sisting of vessels of the Bombay marine, under the command 
of Captain Lumley, of the Topaze, wo come to the year 
1824, when hostilities ensued between the Indian Govern- 
ment and the King of Burmah. The operations were chiefly 
military, and therefore do not call for detailed notice. The 
capture of Rangoon, however, was effected by the Liffepy 50, 
Commodore Grant ; and the work done by the flotilla on 
the rivers and coasts of Burmah and Arracan greatly con- 
duced to the successful termination of the war. 

The squadron that rendezvoused at and sailed from Port 
Cornwallis, in the Andaman Islands, consisted, besides the 
Liffeyy of the Lame, 20, commanded by the great novelist 

* For details of the Indian Maritime Surveys, see Mr. Clement 
Marhham’B Memoir on the Indian Sis^^veyB. 1871. 
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Captain Marryatt, and a few sloops and smaller vessels of 
the R 03 M and Indian navies ; but frequent changes took 
place in the constitution of the force, owing to the disease 
caused by the Arracan fever, which decimated both army 
and »avy alike. Commander Chads, who brought the 
Arachne, 18, to take the place of the Larm, exhibited all 
liis former daring and fertility of resource in engaging the 
Burmese stockades on the Irrawaddy, particularly at Kem- 
mendine. 

Early in 1825 Captain Alexander was in supreme com- 
mand, and he again was succeeded, in the summer of that 
year, by Commodore Sir James Brisbane. The mortar- 
vessels and gunboats under this distinguished oflScer pro- 
ceeded up into the heart of Burmah, in company with tho 
army, which, commanded in chief by Sir Archibald Camp- 
bell, marched by the banks of the Irrawaddy. The navy 
assisted at the capture of Donnabew and Prome, in tho sub- 
sequent operations before the latter place in December, and 
in the capture of Mellown, when the guns of the Bengal 
artillery were directed by tho veteran Field-Marshal Sir 
George Pollock. After the fall of Mellown, Captain Chads 
again succeeded to the command, Sir James Brisbane's 
return to Bangoon being necessitated by his state of health j 
and the gallant former first-lieutenant of tho Javvb was 
present at the final defeat at Pagahm Mew, and the signature 
of the treaty of peace under the walls of Ava, the capital. 

Not less arduous was the service performed on the 
coast of Arracan by Commodore Hayes, of the Indian 
navy, at the head of a flotilla which he had himself organ- 
ized. This gallant old seaman had served continuously 
since 1782. He had been engaged in our struggle 
against Tippoo Sultaun, both on shore and afloat, up to 
1799 j and when in command of the small cruisers YigUant^ 
and Suoift, between the years 1797—1803, performed 
feats of extraordinary gallantry in attacking or repelling 
the pirates who swarmed along the western coasts of India, 
from Cutch to Ceylon, on one occasion being desperately 
wounded. In 1811 he commanded, as commodore of the 
first class, the Indian navy contingent that took part in tho 
reduction of Java; and in 1824, besides organizing and 
leading the Arracan flotilla, he raised and embodied for 
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service 1,600 native seamen, and a battalion of 650 Sepoy 
marines. Manned with these natives in additioif tcTtheir 
European crows, he led his squadron of ships and gunboats 
against the stockades of Chumballa, which he engaged for 
two hours within pistol-shot. It was one of the severest 
contests that took place during the operations in Burmah, 
and Horace Hayman Wilson, the historian of the wav, 
speaks highly of the gallantry displayed by Commodore 
Hayes. Equally praiseworthy were his servicse when co- 
operating with General Richards and other ojQicers. The 
commodore was knighted for his services. 

In the second Burmese war of 1852, the Royal and Indian 
navies shared the honours with the army under General 
Godwin. The fleet, consisting of the Queen’s ships Fox^ 
Serpenty Raillery HermeSy and Salamander; the Indian navy 
steamers FerozCy MoozuffeVy Zenohiay Medasay Sesostris, and 
Berenicey and seven of the Bengal marine steamers, took 
part in the capture of Martaban and Rangoon. Admiral 
Austin, having relegated the command of the fleet to Com- 
modore Lambert, of the FoXy returned to India, and the 
commodore, in conjunction with the general, proceeded to 
Bassein. On the 18th May, the squadron, consisting of the 
Honourable East-India Company's steamers, which, being of 
lighter draught, could proceed up the river, attacked the 
town of Bhssein, while the soldiers and a naval brigade 
stormed the works. Then followed the capture of Proiiie 
and Pegu ; but the continued successes hitherto attending 
the operations were dimmed by the disastrous affair of 
February, 1853, when a painty of GOO men, half of whom 
were seamen under th® command of Captain Loch, suffered 
a repulse near Donnabew, in which the naval brigade, on 
whom the brunt of the affair lay, lost nearly 60 men, among 
the number being the gallant Loch and his first lieutenant, 
Mr. Kennedy. On the conclusion of the war, the province 
of Pegu was annexed to the territories of the East-India 
Company, the Irrawaddy being opened up to British trade. 

In South America, our seamen, in the year 1845, earned 
laurels by the audacity with which the steamers Gorgon, 
Captain Hotliam, Firebrandy Captain J. Hope, and some 
small vessels, advanced a distance of 800 miles up the 
PaiRna, into the lieart of a hostile country, and, in conjunc- 
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tion with a few French gunboats, successfully engaged most 
powfilf«lly-arnied batteries, supported by large bodies of 
troops, at Obligado, a position of great strength, 100 miles 
from the mouth of the Parana, and at San Lorenzo, the 
sanj^ distance above Obligado. 

Very brilliant actions have been fought by the navy in 
tlie suppression of the slave-trade ; and indeed there is, 
perhaps, no chapter in the history of the service more grati- 
fying, or indeed more glorious, than that which treats of the 
devotion displayed, of the sacrifices cheerfully undergone, 
and of the successes attained in the glorious prosecution of 
the suppression of that most infamous of all traffics, the 
trade in human flesh and blood. Both on the east and west 
coiusts of Africa, numberless have been the dashing exploits 
performed by British naval officers and men; and their 
brethren of the Indian navy, on the east coast of that 
continent, have also shared in the dangers accruing from 
their participation in this honourable service. 

Eveiy reader of naval fiction is conversant with the 
features of this work of hunting for slavers, — the chase, the 
search, oftentimes the fight with the deS2)eradoes who man 
these craft. Few, however, except those who have been 
engaged in the service, can understand the distressing cha- 
racter of the too frequent accomimnimcnt of a pull in a 
ship’s boat of several miles over a glassy sea, on which the 
rays of a tropical sun are poured with a fierceness that 
makes the brain reel again. 

Among the most hardly-contested actions fought by our 
cruisers was the capture, in 1830, of a famous Spanish 
slave-ship, carrying 20 heavy guqs and 150 men, by the 
16-gun sloop Primrose, Captain Broughton; also the feat 
of the Black Joke^ Lieutenant Ramsay,* caiTying two guns 
and 44 men, in boarding and carrying, after a desperate 
conflict, a slaver having five guns and 77 picked men. A 
great blow was inflicted on the slave-trade of the west coast 
of Africa by the destruction of the barracoons, or fortified 
buildings for the reception of slaves, by Commander Hon. J. 
Denman, who, landing at Gallinas in 1849, burnt these re- 
cc[)tacles and all their contents. Having then destroyed the 

* Tlio late Admiral Sir William Eamsay, K.C.B., who died in 1871. 
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boats employed in the trade, he embarked 900 slaves on 
board his ship, tlie iraoiderer, for conveyance flb Sierra 
Leone, where they were restored to liberty. Seven years 
later Commander A. Murray burnt a large barracoon at 
Cape Mount, and in 1849 destroyed some more at Gailinas* 
A gallant exploit was performed in 1851 by a squadron 
under Commodore Henry Bruce, who captured the slave- 
dealing settlement at Lagos, though with the loss of 17 
killed and nearly 80 wounded. In January, 1858, and 
again in March of the following year. Commodore Wise 
inflicted heavy blows on the Soosos, a tribe extensively 
engaged in purveying slaves for the Portuguese, Brazilian, 
and other slave-ships; and in 1861 his successor. Commo- 
dore Edmonstone, severely chastised the King of Porto Novo 
with a handful of British seamen, defeating his army of 
10,000 warriors. 

The successes of the cruisers of the late Indian navy and 
of her Majesty’s ships on the east coast of Africa, from Natal 
to the Bed Sea, in the suppression of the slave-trade, were 
not less signal, and have been equally productive of bene- 
ficial resul1& 
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CHAPTER XXVIL 

Navarino, 1827 — Syria, 1840. 

The history of the War of Independence waged by Greece 
against Turkey foniis a glorious page in the annals of that 
little kingdom, and ono of great interest to every English- 
man, not only on account of the national sympathy against 
despotism, but also because of our share in its ultimate suc- 
cess, and of the untimely fate that befell England’s greatest 
poet. Lord Byron, who died at Missolonghi, in 1 824, -while 
actively engaged in the mission of freeing the land he loved, 
■with a disinterested and noble enthusiasm that does him infi- 
nite honour. The sanguinary and remorseless character of the 
proceedings of the ablest of the Sultan’s generals, Ibrahim 
Pasha, son of Mehemet Aii, who, by his excesses in the 
Morea, rivalled the evil fame attaching to the names of Tilly 
and Alva, at length drew down upon the Turkish Govern- 
ment the indignation of all Christendom. In July, 1827, 
England, Franco, and Russia resolved to compel the Porto 
to acknowledge the actual independence of Greece, on con- 
dition of receiving an annual tribute; and to enforce such an 
unpalatable demand, each power fumisjied a squadron, which 
was despatched to Navarino, on the western side of the 
Morea, where was lying a fleet which had brought rein- 
forcements to Ibrahim Pasha. 

Sir Edw’ard Codrington, one of Nelson’s captains, com- 
manding the British fleet, arrived at Navarino in September, 
in company with the French squadron, under M. de Rigny, 
and on the 25th of the same month, a conference was held 
with Ibrahim Pasha, at which the latter agreed to suspend 
hostilities against the Greeks until he could communicate 
with the Sultan. Codrington now detached a portion of his 
fleet to refit at Malta, and repaired in his flagship to Zante, 
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whence he frequently communicated with Captain Fellowes, 
wliom he left with the Darimoutli frigate to watch tj|iej?urkish 
fleet. Twice Ibrahim Pasha endeavoured to elude the terms 
of the treaty, by sending ships to act against the Greeks in 
the Gulf of Patras ; but the British admiral intercepted both 
squadrons, and, on the 15th October, the combined fleets, 
reinforced by a Russian squadron under Admiral Heidoi], 
assembled off Navarino, with the object, if necessary, of com- 
pelling Ibrahim Pasha to cease his brutal proceedings against 
the inhabitants of the Morea, whom he was slaughtering 
with incretised and remorseless cruelty. 

On the 19th October, Sir Edward Codrington issued his 
instructions to the caphxins of the combined fleets, and at 
1.30 p.m. on the following day, he hoisted the signal to 
prepare for action, while the fleet stood into the harbour of 
Navarino, the British and French squadrons forming the 
weather or starboard column, and the Russians the lee line. 

The followingwere the ships of therespective squadrons : — 

British Squadron. 

' Vice-Admiral Sir Edward Codringbou, IC.O.B. 
Captain Edward Carzon. 

Genoa Commodore Walter Bathurst. 

Albion Captain John A. Ommannoy. 

46 Dartmouth ...... „ Thomas Fellowes. 

50 Glasgow „ Hon. James Maude. 

48 Cambrian „ Gawen Hamilton. 

28 Talbot „ Hon. Fred. Spencer. 

Corvette Rose, three brigs, and one cutter. 


74 


80 Asia. 


French Squadron. 


Guns. 

60 Syr eiie, flag of ^Bear- Ad- 
miral de Bigoy. 

80 Tridente. 


Guns. 

78 Scipion, 
80 Breslau, 
48 Armide, 


And two oorvettee. 


Bussian Squadron. 


GutlB. 

80 Azoff, flag of Bear-Ad- 
miral lleiden. 
f Gargonte. 

76 < Ezekiel. 

(. Alexandre NeicsTcy. 


Guns. 

48 Constantine, 
r Proveshey, 
40 < Elena, 
i. Castor. 


The harbour of Navarino ifi aoout six miles in dreum- 



GREAT BATTLES OP THE BRITISH NAVY. 


445 


ference; but tlie island of Sphacteria stretches across its 
inouthjSalFording only an entrance about 600 yards in width. 
On the right-hand side of this passage stood a fortress 
iiioimting 125 guns, and on the extremity of the island, 
almost opposite to it, was placed another fort; while a third 
battery at the northern end of the island also commanded 
the harbour. 

The Turkish and Egyptian shii)s were moored, with great 
skill, in the form of a crescent ; the largest of them present- 
ing their broadsides towards the centre, and the smaller 
being drawn up inside, filling up the intervals : at the 
entrance of the harbour lay six fireships. 

The fleet consisted of one ship of 84 guns, two seventy- 
fours, two ships of 64 guns, two of 60, two of 50, 15 frigates 
carrying 48 guns, 26 large corvettes, 11 brigs, and the 
fireships. 

At 2 p.ni., the Asia^ leading the line, passed tlie heavy 
battery on the mainland unmolested, and steering up the 
harbour, anchored close alongside a ship of the line, bearing 
the flag of the Capitan Bey, and on the larboard, or inner 
quarter, of a double-banked frigate, having on board Moha- 
rem Bey, the coinniander-in-chief of the Egyptian squadron. 
The Geiwa brought up abreast of a double-banked frigate, 
and the Albion took up her position astern of the Genoa, 
The Ilussian admiral was instructed to engage four Egyf)- 
tian ships to windward of the fleet, besides others to leeward, 
the French and ilussian ships of the lino following those of 
the English line, and the whole being closed by the Russian 
frigates. The Armidey and the frigates Cambria^ Glasgow, and 
Talbot, took up stations abreast the three Britisli ships of the 
line, and the Dartmouth, with the smaller vessels, directed 
their attention to the fireships. The action was commencfid 
by the latter, which fired upon a boat of the Dartmouth', 
and killed Lieutenant Fitzroy as he was proceeding on a 
mission from Captain Fellowes to the Turkish officer in 
command. This was returned by the Dartmouth, and soon 
a general engagement followed. 

At first the Asia only directed her guns upon the Turkish 
admiral’s ship, but soon afterwards the Egyptian commo- 
dore opened tire, when Sir Edward Codrington replied with 
so criishiug a cannonade, that she was, to quote the admiral’s 
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despatch, “ effectually destroyed by the Asia's fire, sharing 
the same fate as his brother admiral on the starhpartl side, 
and falling to leeward a complete wreck.” The Turkish 
ships of the inner line were now enabled to rake the Asia, 
which suffered severely in consequence ; her mizen-mast was 
shot away, several guns disabled, and her crew began to fall 
fast, the admiral himself being struck by a musket-ball, which 
knocked his watch out of his pocket. 

The Genoa also sustained heavy losses, owing to the con- 
centrated fire to which she was exposed. Her gallant 
captain, Bathui*st, was wounded early in the action by a 
splinter, which struck off his hat and lacerated h!s face; 
soon a second shot carried off his coat-tails, and at length a 
grape-shot entering his side, passed through his body. This 
last wound was, of course mortal, but he lingered eleven 
hours in great suffering. His body was brought to England 
at his particular request, and he was buried at Plymouth, 
with military honours, on the 27 th December. 

The Albion was also exposed to the fire of a cluster of 
ships, and after repulsing an attempt to board by a 64-gun 
ship, a party of her seamen boarded in turn, and captured 
the latter ; the prize was, however, soon discovered to be on 
fire, and, after she was relinquished, blew up with a tremen- 
dous explosion. The Albion engaged others of the enemy’s 
ships until dusk, when she stood out to clear herself from 
the blazing' mass. 

The remaining ships of the allied fleet did good service ; 
the smaller vessels, particularly the Hind cutter, Lieutenant 
Robb, carrying eight guns a7id 30 men, engaging the enemy’s 
frigates and batteries with the greatest intrepidity. Two 
fireships were burnt, one was sunk, and a fourth blew up ; 
the Da/rtmouth and liose being chiefly instrumental in effect- 
ing this result. Sir Edward Codrington cordially acknow- 
ledged the valuable assistance afforded him by the Russian 
and French squadrons, without which, indeed, his small 
fleet must have been overpowered. The result of this spirit- 
edly conducted battle, as regarded the hostile fleet, was con- 
cisely put by the British admiral in the following passage of 
his official letter : — ‘‘ Out of a fleet composed of 81 men-of- 
war, only one frigate and 15 smaller vessels are in a state 
ever to be again put to sea.’^ 
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The losses sustained by the allies were severe. The Asia 
had fiv^ officers and 14 men killed, and six officers (one of 
them, a midshipman,* the son of the admiral) and 51 men 
wounded. The Genoa lost Commodore Bathurst, three 
officers (two of them midshipmen), and 22 men killed, and 
four officers and 29 wounded. 

The Albion had two officers and eight men killed, and 
seven ojQficers .and 42 wounded ; the Dartmouth^ two officei's 
and four men killed, and two officers and six wounded ; the 
Talbot, one midshipman and five men killed, and four officers 
and 13 wounded. The Rose lost three men killed, and her 
commander. Lieutenant Maine Lyons (mortally), Wo mid- 
shipmen, and 12 men wounded. The remainder of the 
British ships altogether lost two officers and three men 
killed, and one officer and 17 wounded. 

The total of casualties was as follows : — 

Killed. Wonnded. 


British 75 197 

French 43 144 

Euasian 59 139 


177 480 

Grand total of killed and wounded, C57. 

Sir Edward Codrington was nominated a Knight Grand 
Cross of the Order of the Bath, and received the Crosses of 
St. George from the Emperor of Russia, and St. Louis from 
the King of France. The captains and commanders were 
named Companions of the Bath, and received crosses from 
tlio foreign sovereigns ; Captain Fellowes, of the Dartmouth, 
who w.as instmmental in saving from destruction the 
French flagship Syrene, receiving in 6,ddition the ribbon of 
the Legion of Honour. The commiinders were made post- 
captains, and the first lieutenants and senior mates were also 
promoted. The battle of Navarino put an end to the War of 
Independence. Before the close of the year, Ibrahim Pasha 
withdrew his troops from the Morea, and Count Capo 
dTstria was elected by the Greeks as their first president. 

In 1832 the quarrel of some years’ standing between 
Mehemet Ali, Pasha of Egypt, and the Sultan, was brought 


* Now Yioe-Adxniral Sir Henry Codrington, K.O.B. 
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to a climax by tlio former sending an army into Syria, 
wliicli defeated the Turkish troops in three pitched battles^ 
and, after overrunning Asia Minor, threatened Constanti- 
nople itself. From the danger of a hostile occupation of 
his capital, the Sultan was saved by Russia ; but, taking up 
arms again in 1839, he was once more defeated. IKs suc- 
cessor, Abdul Medjid, offered Mehemet Ali the hereditary 
vice-royalty of Egypt, subject only to an annual tribute, and 
the government of Syria ; but this the arrogant old Paslia 
refused ; and as he now demanded Syria on the same terms as 
his own province, the four powers, England, Austria, Russia, 
and Prussia, concluded a treaty in July, 1840, by which 
they bound themselves to compel the Egyptian Viceroy to 
accept the temjs of his suzerain. France alone of the groat 
powera kept aloof, and was credited at the time with schem- 
ing with the object of forwarding the Pasha’s designs on the 
autonomy of the Turkish empire. 

Orders were immediately sent to Sir Robert Stopford, 
commanding in the Mediterranean, “ to support the Syrians 
in their endeavours to expel the troops and officers of 
Mehemet Ali.” At this time Commodore Napier, who had 
been at Beyrout with a squadron, watching with disgust the 
atrocities committed by Ibrahim Pasha’s troops, was on his 
way to Yourla Bay, when he received a dcspatcJi from the 
admiral, directing him to return to Beyrout, to take such 
steps as he should deem necessary to carry out the above 
instmetions, and sending him a reinforcement of two ships 
of the line. 

The following were the British ships forming the Medi- 
terranean fleet : — 


Guns. 

104 Princess Charlotte 


^Powerful..... 



j Ganges .... 
{.Thunderer . 
92 Rodney .... 
( Bellerophon 
I Vanguard . 
78 Cambridge . 
7G Revenge .... 
74 Imjplacable . 


f Admiral Hon. Sir Robert Stopford, G.C.B. 
i Captain Arthur Fanehawe. 

Commodore Charles Napier, C.B. 

Captain Fisher. 

„ Reynolds, C.B. 

„ Berkeley. 

„ Maunsell, C.B. 

,, Austen. 

„ Sir David Dunn, K.H. 

„ Barnard. 

„ Waldcgrave. 

„ Harvey. 
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Guns. 

( Edinburgh Captain Henderson, K.H. 


72 yMaftings „ Lawrence, C.B. 

(^Benbovj „ Houston Stewart. 


There were also two SG.gnn frigates, three 26-gun frigates, three 
corvettes, the steam frigates Gorgon and Cyclops, and seven smaller 
vosselsf 

Commodore Napier gave notice to the Governor of Bey- 
rout that the district of Mount Lebanon and the Turkish 
troops were under his protection, that in twenty days Syria 
was to be restored to the Sultan’s officers, and that ho would 
not permit troops or military stores from Egypt to be landed 
in Syrian ports. Sir Hobert Stopford, in the meantime, had 
an interview with Mohemet Ali at Alexandria, and as this 
potentate gave a formal refusal to the demands of the allied 
Bowers, the admiral left the Ada, ImplaccMey and a cor- 
vette to prevent the Pasha’s fleet from quitting Alexandria, 
and set sail for Beyrout, where he anrived on the 9th of 
Sej)tember. 

The position of affairs at this time was very critical, and 
a war was anticipated with France, Louis Philippe’s Prime 
Minister, M. Thiers, having held very hostile language 
towards England in a conversation with our ambassador. 
The admiral, being joined by a Tui’kish squadron of five 
ships under Captain Baldwin Walker, of tlie British navy 
(holding the rank of vice-admiral in the Turkish marine, 
with the title of Bey), and three Austrian frigates, hostilities 
were immediately resolved upon, the command of the troops 
on shore being entrusted to Commodore Napier, in conse- 
quence of the bad state of health of Colonel Sir Charles 
Smith, of the Engineers. 

After landing the marines and 5,4*00 Turkish tiigops, the 
26-gun frigate Carysfort^ Captain Byam Martin, the cor- 
vette Bido, Captain Davies, C.B., and the Cyclops, Captain 
Henderson, proceeded to the northward to attack Djebail 
and Batroum, two towns on the coast. Tlie latter was 
evacuated by the Albanian troops, and the former was 
captured after a bombardment of several hours, though not 
without loss, as before a breach had been made, a party of 
200 marines were landed to escalade the walls, but met with 
a repulse, with the loss of five killed and 18 wounded, in- 
cluding two officers. 
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While the main body of the fleet bombarded Beyront, the 
Benhowy accompanied by the Carysfort and Ztbra, jiMide an 
unsuecessfal attack upon Tortosa ; and Captain Collier, with 
the Castor and PlqiiSy and a Turkish frigate, proceeded to 
the southward to Caiffa, which, refusing to surrender, was 
bombarded and subsequently abandoned by the enemy* when 
it was taken possession of by Captain Collier, who hoisted 
the Turkish flag on its ramparts. Equally successful was 
this small squadron in an attack upon Tsur (the ancient 
Tyre), which, though defended by 1,500 soldiers, was 
silenced and cajjtured by the seamen of the two frigates. 
At Commodore Napier’s suggestion, an attack was projected 
on Sidon ; and on the 27th September he sailed for that 
port with the Thumderery Austrian frigate Guerrieray com- 
manded by the Archduke Charles Frederick, the 

18-gun brig Wasfp^ the CychpSy and Gorgoriy carrying 500 
marines and a battalion of Turkish troops, and a Turkish 
corvette. At Sidon he was joined by the steamship Stronir 
holly from England, having on board 284 marines, and the 
Hydra from Tyre, and proceeded with characteristic energy 
to attack the town. For an hour the squadron rained shot 
and shell on the works, and about 1 p.m., a breach having 
been made on the sea-wall of the chief fort, the troops 
landed with but slight loss, and the castle was taken posses- 
sion of. l^t now remained to capture the town. Captain 
Mansel of the Wasp landed with the marines from the 
Stromholi and Gmrrieray and some seamen, while the 
commodore took command of a third party. The whole 
force now advanced upon the town, and after a sharp but 
brief struggle, Sidon was captured, no less than 2,700 Egyp- 
tian troops laying down their arms to 900 marines and 500 
Turkish soldiers. Commodore Napier earned great credit 
by his masterly arrangements, and to this and the valour of 
the small allied force the success was mainly due. The 
total loss was only four killed, including a lieutenant of 
marines, and 33 wounded# 

The operations at Beyrout resulted in the evacuation of 
the town on the 9th October, and the' surrender of 2,000 
Egyptian troops, with 26 field-pieces and considerable 
stores. This success was mainly due to a defeat inflicted 
by Napier two days before upon the forces of Ibrahim 
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Paslia, occupying the mountains in the neighbourhood. 
Meeticjn should here be made of the great gallantry of 
Commanders Worth and Hastings, who, with’ the boats’ 
crews of the Edinburgh and Hastings^ landed and cut a 
train laid along the arched stone bridge leading to the castle 
of Ifeyrout, and afterwards threw into the sea nearly the 
whole of 200 barrels of powder stored in that fortress. 

Other places on the coast of Syria were soon afterwards 
evacuated, and at length only Acre remained to the Vice- 
roy of Egypt. 

On the 31st October, the following ships, having on board 
3,000 Turkish troops, got under weigh from Beyrout to under- 
take the capture of this stronghold. The Princess Charlottey 
Powerful, helleroiDlion, Revenge, Thunderer, Edinburgh, Ben- 
how, Castor, Carysfort, Gorgon, Vesuvius, Stroinholi, and 
Phoenix ; the Austrian frigates Medea, flag of Bear- Admiral 
Bandicra, and Guerriera, commanded by the Archduke 
Charles Frederick ; a Turkish seventy-four, bearing the flag 
of Admiral Walker, and a corvette. The fleet arrived at 
Acre on the 2nd November, and found lying in the bay 
the Pique, Talbot, Wasp, and Hazard. Arrangements 
having been made for the bombardment, the admiral pro- 
ceeded with Sir Charles Smith on board the Phoenix, the 
better to conduct the proceedings of the two squadrons into 
which the fleet was divided, and to Commodore Napier was 
entrusted the task of attacking the western or strongest 
side of the town. We will not enter into details of the 
intended disposition of the fleet, which was defeated by a 
change of wind, but will give the positions actually taken 
up by the commodore’s squadron on^the day of battle. 

The ships were ranged from south to north in a line 
parallel to the works, and in the following order : — Powerful 
(bearing Napier’s broad pennant). Princess Oha/rlotte, Thvn- 
derer, Bellerophon, and Pique, the throe latter ships being 
too far to the northward to effect much with their guns. 

The commodore opened fire at 2.17, and a little later Sir 
Bobert Stopford, seeing an available position ahead of the 
Powerful, ordered the Revenge, which was still under weigh 
Bs a reserve, to take it up, which she did, and soon brought 
her heavy battery of guns into play. 

The other division of ships under Captain Collier was 
2 G 2 
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led by the Castor and Tcdhot^ and taking up a position 
against the southern face, also opened fire. The camfKJflado 
from the fleet was tremendous, and nothing could stand 
against it. The Egyptian gunners were confounded by the 
terrific broadsides of the ships of the line, and about 4 o’cjjock 
all further resistance was parjdyzed by one of those fearful 
catastrophes of which we have seen so many instsinces in 
these pages. The principal magazine, supposed to contain 
some thousands of barrels of powder, exploded, it was be- 
lieved by a shell from one of the steamships, which for the 
first time in naval warfare had an opportunity of showing 
the great utility of this new means of propulsion. The 
explosion was received with cheers by the fleet, and after 
a short cessation, the cannonading was resumed with re- 
newed vigour, until not more than twenty of the enemy's 
guns were in a condition to reply, when about dusk the 
admiral made the signal to cease firing. Before daybreak 
deserters came off to the fleet, announcing that the garrison, 
disheartened by the events of the preceding day, were de- 
serting; and in the morning all the troops were landed 
under command of Sir Charles Smith, and took \ip their 
quarters in the town. The effect of the fire upon the 
defences of the town in some places was astounding ; two 
embrasures had been knocked into one, parapets had been 
torn up and g;uns hurled out of their carriages, and in some 
instances split from bipeech to muzzle. The devastation 
caused by the explosion was even more appalling. Sir 
Charles Smith, in his despatch, wrote, “ Two entire regiments, 
formed in position in the ramparts, wore annihilated, and 
every living creature within the area of G,000 yards ceased 
to exist, the loss of life being variously computed from 
1,200 to 2,000 persons.” 

The casualties in the fleet were singularly small, only 
amounting to 12 killed and 32 wounded in the British 
portion, the Austrian and Turkish ships losing six killed 
and 19 wounded. Tliis almost perfect immunity from 
the liabilities of warfare was due to the fact th.at the 
Egyptian gunners, believing that the buoys laid down by the 
masters of the Talhot and Fique to mark the shoals were 
intended to denote the positions the ships of the fleet were 
to take up, levelled their guns for these marks, and then 
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wedged them into the embrasures. It was stated that the 
wat^ A few yards outside the ships was lashed into foam by 
the storm of projectiles showered innocuously into the sea. 

The capture of Acre virtually put an end to the war ; for 
though Ibrahim Pasha, evacuating the northern strongholds 
of Aleppo and Scandei'oon, concentrated his army near 
Baalbec, yet the fall of a fortress mounting 147 guns, which 
it liad taken him ten months to reduce with 40,000 men, 
and which had foiled tlie mighty Napoleon himself, was 
regarded as irremediable. Sir Kobert Stopford withdrew the 
licet to Marmorice, and reported to his Government that no- 
thing more remained to be done. Napier, who had been sent 
to Alexandria, took upon himself to conclude a convention 
with the Viceroy, agreeing to recognize his hereditary claim 
to the sovei'eignty of Egypt on payment of an annual tribute 
of two millions sterling, and even placing his quasi-inde- 
])endence under the guarantee of tlie four Powers. Our 
Foreign Minister, Lord Palmerston, overlooking the pre- 
sumption of the gallant commodore, accepted this conven- 
tion, but disowned the guarantee ; and thus matters have 
stood ever since between the Porto and its powerful vassal, 
though it scarcely requires a prophetic vision to predict that 
the arrangement, like other later expedients to bolster up 
the Ottoman Empire, appears to be of a temporaiy cliaractei'. 
Tlie Turkish ships which had deserted to Mehcmet Ali six 
months before, were delivered up to Admiral Walker on the 
lltli January, 1841, and thus closed this episode in Euro- 
pean history. Eewards were showered upon the victori- 
ous licet. Sir Robert Stopford, Commodore Napier, and 
the officers and men were thanked by both Houses of 
Parliament ; and the admiral received the freedom of the 
city, also a splendid sword from the Sultan, and orders 
from the sovereigns of the allied Powers. Commodore 
Napier and Admiral Walker, of the Turkish fleet, received 
the ribbon of the Bath, and all the captains not previously 
so distinguished, were nominated to be comjianions of the 
order. Ten commanders were posted, and 23 lieutenants 
and 50 mates were promoted ; and doubtless every one en- 
gaged was satisfied, except the marine officers and masters, 
who, as usual, were overlooked by “ My Lords.” 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 

1840—1862. 

Tho First Chinese War, 1840-42 — ^The Second Chinese War, 1856-5il 
— ^The Third Chinese War, 1859-62 — The Siege of Mooltan, 1848-49’ 
— The Persian War, 1856-57 — The Indian Mutiny, 1857-59. 

We will not entei’ here into the causes of the China War of 
1840, but will only say that the Government of the Celestial 
Empire had become so arrogant in consequence of our con- 
ciliatory beaiing (which, like «all Eastern nations, they con- 
strued into a confession of weakness), that their punishment 
was at length resolved upon by the British ministry. The 
first operjxtion was the reduction, on the 4th July, of Clnisan, 
by the fleet commanded by Sir Gordon Bremer, in conjunc- 
tion with a small body of troops under Brigadier Burrell. 
On the same day Admiral Elliott arrived in ihcMelville^ 74, 
and assumed' the chief command, but returned to England 
on the 29th November on account of severe illness. Sir 
Gordon Bremer, with characteristic energy, proceeded to the 
attack of tho Bogue Eorts, on the Bocca Tigris, or Canton 
Biver, and on the 7th January, 1841, the ships of war first 
battered the minor foits* of Chuenpee and Tycocktow with 
shot, and then the naval brigade, in conjunction with a small 
body of troops, stormed the works, with but very slight loss. 
The Chinese Emperor sought to gain time by signing a 
treaty which he subsequently treated as a dead letter, and: 
the East-India Company's ship Nemesis having been fired 
upon, as she passed the Bogue Eorts, the commodore left 
Hongkong, which had shortly before been ceded to us, and 
proceeded with the fleet, consisting of the 74-gun shij>s Wd- 
lesley^ Melville, and Blenheim, five frigates and some smaller 
vessels, to attack these formidable forts. 

On the island of Anunghoy were five batteries mounting 
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no less than 172 guns, many of them 42-poundcrs ; and on 
North ^antong were mounted 167, some of which were of 
even heavier calibre. On the 26th February, 1841, these 
forts were attacked by the fleet, Sir H. Senhouse leading the 
attack on Anunghoy in the Blenheim^ while the commodore 
engaged North Wantong. The fire of the ship was irre- 
sistible, and these formidable defences were first silenced 
and then carried by the soldiers, with small loss, while the 
enemy’s dead alone numbered over 500. From Wantong 
Captain Herbert proceeded with a division of boats to 
Whampoa, and landing with a party of seamen and marines 
carried by storm a strong battery on that island, mounting 
50 heavy guns, while the boats captured a 34-gun ship, and 
dispersed a fleet of 40 jupks. Two days later Sir Gordon 
Bremer himself arrived, and Howqua’s fort, a still stronger 
work at the northern end of Whampoa, was abandoned by 
the Chinese at his approach. The lighter draught vessels 
of the fleet were sent up one of the tributaries of the Bocca 
Tigris, and fighting their way against all obstacles, destroyed 
several Chinese forts, while Captain Herbert forced all 
barriers, and silenced the forts on the main stream, until at 
length Canton itself lay at our mercy. Captain Elliott, the 
British political officer, and the naval and military authorities 
now agreed to a suspension of hostilities, earnestly requested 
by the Chinese Commissioner; but the Celestial? taking 
advantage of our moderation to fortify the city, operations 
were resumed on the 19 th May, and the naval brigade of 
1,000 men, and the ships of war under Captain Herbert, 
divided with their brethren of the army under Sir Hugh 
Gough, the honour of capturing the imperial city. 

On the 27th of May, a treaty was signed for ransoming 
Canton for a sum of six millions of dollars ; but before the ne- 
gotiations could be concluded, Sir Henry Pottinger arrived to 
supersede Caj)tain Elliott, and Sir William Parker joined to 
take command of the fleet. The new admiral at once concerted 
an attack on Amoy in conjunction with Sir Hugh Gough, 
and on the 26th May that strongly-fortified city, mounting 
152 guns, and the island of Kalongsen in the harbour, having 
76 guns, fell into our hands after a short but spirited re- 
sistance. Towards the end of September the fleet arrived 
oft' the island of Chusan, the chief town of which mounted 
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95 guns on the sca-face : this place was captured on the Isfc 
October after a heavy cannonade, and on the 10tj^«©fthe 
same month, the still stronger town of Chiiighae, which lies 
on the mainland opposite Chusan, was attacked, and not- 
withstanding its walls and heavy batteries, was stormed by 
the soldiers, and by a party of seamen and marines led by 
Captain Herbert, after the citadel and other works had been 
breached by the fire of the ships. Three days later Ningpoo 
submitted without firing a shot. 

During the next two months nothing was effected, except 
a repulse of the Chinese army by the 55th Regiment, and 
the destruction of some fire-rafts, with which the Celestials 
had the temerity to attack the British fleet at Chinghao, 
Ningpoo, and Chusan. ^ 

After some further operations, which were uniformly suc- 
cessful, the town of Chapoo was captured on the 18th May, 
1842, and preparations were made for a grand attack on the 
city of Nankin, the renowned ancient caj)ital of the empire, 
situated 200 miles up the river Yang-tze-Kiang. 

It was necessary lii*st to destroy the heavy batteries at 
Woosung and Paoushan, near the mouth of the Yang-tze, 
which were accordingly «attackcd and destroyed by the fleet 
on the 16th June, and on the 18th the town of Shanghai 
fell into our hands. The admiral now started on his crowning 
cntei’prise against Nankin, and on the 6th July the licet, 
which, including transports, numbered over 70 sail, j)ro- 
ceeded up the Yang-tze. The Chinese batteries at Seshan 
opened fire, but were silenced. In a few days later the city 
of Chin-Kiang-foo, 15 miles higher up, was captured by the 
military ; a small party of seamen, under Cai)tain Richards, 
alone being engaged. 

These successes at length opened the eyes of the Emperor, 
and convinced him of the futility of resistance, and on the 
arrival of Sir William Parker with the fleet off* Nankin 
on the 4th August, the general and admiral were entreated 
to suspend operations until the arrival of peace commis- 
sioners. On the 29th August a treaty was signed on board 
the ComwailMH flag-ship, by which the Chinese Government 
agreed to cede Hongkong, to open certain ports to us for 
the purposes of trade, and to pay an indemnity of 21 millions 
of dollars. 
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In October, 185G, hostilities again broke out with China, 
in coi)^equence of the seizure, by the Chinese authorities 
at Cantefn, of the lorcha^rrow, sailing under British colours. 
That act, thougli insignificant in itself, was the last featlier 
that broke the back of British endurance under the faith- 
lessness of the Chinese Government. There can now bo 
no question, after the experience of three Chinese wars, that 
hostilities between the two nations were inevitable ; but in 
1857, Mr. Cobden and his supporters would persist in 
looking on the case of the Arrow by itself, and in condemn- 
ing the Government for “ the violent measures resorted to 
at Canton.” Those were the words inserted in Mr. Cobden’s 
famous motion, which, supported by Mr. Gladstone in one 
of his s[)lendid bursts of rhetoric, placed the Government of 
Lord Palmerston in a minority of 1C on the 2Gth of Feb- 
ruary. That veteran statesman ap])ealed from the House 
to the people, and candidly told his opponents that, pending 
that appeal, there would be no change and could be no 
change in the policy of the Government with respect to 
events in China.” At the same time he intimated that a 
special envoy would be sent out to supersede the local 
authorities, armed with full j)owevs to settle the relations 
between England and Clima on a broad and solid basis. 
The new House of Commons approved the policy of Lord 
Palmersto]!, and Lord Elgin set sail for China in the face of 
an advei'Sfi vote of the Lower House. So far the political 
history of these events. 

Long b(.‘fore his lordship’s arrival, the British navy had 
been called upon to act, and the admiral commanding-iii-chie^ 
Sir Michael Seymour, sailed u]) the Bocca Tigris, and having 
cannonaded Canton, entered the city. Proceeding down the 
river, tlie admiral captured the Bogue forts, mounting 
200 guns, with but slight loss. As the Chinese manda- 
rin at Canton, Commissioner Yeh, would not yield to his 
demands. Sir Michael Seymour returned to Canton, and 
having taken possession and garrisoned some forts, and a 
position within the city itself, he put a stop to all the native 
trade on the river. Nothing of importance now occurred 
until the end of May, 1857, when a brilliant action was 
fought at Fatshan Creek with a large fleet of Chinese war- 
junks : after some desultory fighting, the admiral in person 
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advanced against the enemy, who with 80 powerfully-armed 
junks, manned by 6,000 picked braves, were di^apn up 
across the creek in a strong and well-chosen position. Our 
force of 11 gunboats and some 60 or 60 ships* boats were 
none too many for the work, but British courage amply 
supplied the deficiency of numbers. The enemy kepf up a 
terrific fire, as the British flotilla, led by the admiral and 
Commodores Elliott and Keppel, dashed among the heavy 
junks, the whole of which, with the exception of three, were 
either captured or destroyed. It was a singularly well- 
planned and ably-executed enterprise, and the Chinese 
worked their guns with a creditable rapidity and precision. 
Our losses were 13 killed, including Major Kearney, a volun- 
teer, and a midshipman, and 40 wounded, while nearly all 
the boats in Commodore Keppefs division, which was most 
severely handled, were hit or disabled. 

Operations languished somewhat during the first burst of 
the great Indian Mutiny, but in September, 1857, Lord Elgin 
returned to China, and reinforcements having arrived from 
England, the British commanders, Sir Michael Seymour and 
General Van Straubenzee, assisted by a French naval brigade, 
led by Admiral de Genouilly, attacked Canton, which was 
captured on the 29th December, 1857, the Britisli fleet 
supplying the greater poi-tion of the land force. The attack 
of the sailors, who were formed in three divisions, under 
Captains Sir B. McClure, Key, and Stewart, was irresistible, 
and as the onus of the fighting lay upon them, so more than 
one-hfilf of the loss of 130 men killed and wounded was 
sustained by the fleet, among the former being the gallant 
Captain Bate, of the Acioeon,’^ A few days afterwards the 

* It is related in the recently published Letters and Journals of the- 
Earl of Elgin, that his lordship most reluctantly consented to the 
bombardment of Canton. “ I feel sad,” he said to Admiral Elliott, as 
they lay before the doomed city, in which were 1,000,000 souls, “ be- 
cause when I look at that town I feel that I am earning for myself a 
place in the Litany, immediately after plague, pestilence, and famine.” 
After the bombardment he was overjoyed to find that the loss of life 
and property had been small, and that there was a probability of 
no more bloodshed. VThen Canton was taken, having completely suc- 
ceeded in gaining a diplomatic superiority over his French colleague 
Baron Gros, he proceeded northwards, recognizing the truth of the- 
policy which declared that at Pekin, the heart of the empire, a lasting 
peace must be extorted from the fears of the reigning dynasty. 
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biiital and sanguinary tyrant Yell was captured by that dis- 
tinguish^li ojQicer Captain Cooper Key, who seized him as 
he was in the act of escaping. Yeh was at once transported 
r< to Calcutta. 

A portion of the fleet, accompanied by a French squadron, 
now proceeded to the Peilio, and an attack was made on the 
foists on that river with the most complete success, our loss 
being only 21 killed and wounded. 

From thence the gunboats, having on board Lord Elgin 
and Baron Gros, proceeded up to Tientsin, with the intention 
of advancing on Pekin itself if necessary ; but the Chinese 
were thoroughly humbled, and hastened to sign a peace, 
by whicli all our demands, including the residence of a 
British envoy at the capital, were acceded to. It is now 
clear that the negotiations at Tientsin were illusory, and the 
consent to stop the mai’ch on the capital a mistake ; yet it 
must be remembered the allies had a veiy small force with 
which to attack Pekin, and the chief articles of the treaty 
secured enormous advantages to England and otlier nations. 

Bear-Admiral Janies Hope succeeded Sir Michael Sey- 
mour as commander-in-chief in Chinese waters, in April, 
1859, and two months later arrived off the Peiho with a 
powerful fleet, having on board Mi% Bruce, the newly- 
apjiointcd minister, who intended to proceed to Pekin to 
exchange the ratifications of jxiacc. 

The admiral found the defences on both banks of the 
river considerably strengthened since the visit of Sir Michael 
Seymour, and the earthworks which had replaced the old 
forts were bristling with guns; powerful batteries raked 
vessels advancing up the Peiho, the whole channel was filled 
with ingenious obstructions, and to prevent the storming of 
the line of forts, two ditches, one 15 feet, and the other 25 
feet wide, had been constructed. So menacing was the con 
duct of the authorities, who refused the emissaries of the 
British envoy even permission to land, that no course re- 
mained but to bring them to their senses by the only argu- 
ments Chinamen can appreciate. The principal attack was 
arranged to be made on the Taku forts, which lay on the 
right bank, and in a line ncaidy parallel with them was 
placed a division of gunboats, consisting of the Starlingy 
Janu8^ JPhver (flying the admiral’s flag). Cormorant^ Lee^ 
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Kesf/i'el, and Banierer^ the last being commanded temporarily 
by Cai^tain Shadwell, who led this attack. In the r§ar were 
the Forester^ Captain Vjmsittart, commanding the seconder 
left division, tlie Nimrod^ and Haughty^ which were held in 
reserve. The Opossum commenced operations about 2 o’clock, 
by fulfilling her appointed task of pulling up tlie iron* stakes 
which lay between the squadron and the boom. This com- 
pleted, the gunboats advanced against the boom, and the 
instant the Opossum struck it, the enemy unmasked their 
battei-ies, and opened a tremendous fire upon the squadron. 
The admiral advanced close to the town, and the Plover saiCi 
other gunboats engaged the heavy guns opposed to them; 
but it soon became apparent that they were over-matched. 
The Plover lost her commander. Lieutenant Eason, killed ; 
the admiral was severely wounded, and out of her crew: of 
40 but nine were uninjured ; nothing daunted, the gallant 
veteran shifted his flag to the Opossum^ and directed his flag- 
captain, Willes, to proceed close under the walls, where lui 
received a second wound. Tlie Ojyossum being disabled and 
unmanageable, Admiral Hope, like his gallant predecessor 
in the Dutch wars, Sir Edward Spragge — although suflfering 
intensely from his wounds, for tlie second time shifted liis 
flag to the Cormorant^ and lying on the deck, issued his 
orders with his well-known intrepidity, until at length lie 
was compelled to r(;sigu the command into the hands of 
Cajjtain Shadwell. The battle still raged fiercely, and the 
Opossum .and Plover reinforced witli a fresh crew returned 
into action, but their accession was more than counter- 
biilanced by the loss of the Kestrel, which had sunk, while 
the Lee and Haughty were disabled. At length the in- 
domitable perseverance of the British appe.ai’ed to overcome 
all obstacles, and after four hours’ cannonading, only five 
guns of the enemy replied to their fire. 

It was now, therefore, determined to land and storm the 
forts, and Captains Shadwell and Vansittart, Colonel Lemon 
of the marines, supported by Commanders Heath and Com- 
merell, and Major Fisher of the Engineers, landed with 
about 500 men to storm the forts. No sooner was the 
landing effected, and the men struggling through the deep 
mud left by the receding tide, than a heavy fire of musketry 
and great guns was opened upon them. That gallant and 
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promising officer, Vansittart, was first shot throngh the nock, 
and as'^^h^ pressed on was struck by a cannon-ball, which 
carried away his leg ; then Shadwell had his foot srnaslied by 
a gingall ball, and Colonel Lemon fell severely wounded. 
AVith pndannted front the gallant band never wavered for 
a moment, and though their numbers were fearfully thinned 
by the round shot and rifle bullets, they pressed on, headed 
by Commander CommorelL The first ditch being nearly 
empty was passed, but the second, close beneath the walls of 
the fort, was full of water, and here the gallant Commercll 
was compelled to halt with a handful of men, some 50 in all. 
As these, and about 150 men at the first ditch, were now 
all that wore available to storm the forts frowning above 
them, a retreat was considered imperative. This was effected 
in’ a most orderly manner, but it was long after midniglit 
before Commfinders Commerell and Heath found themselves 
back on board their ships with the survivors. In this dis- 
astrous affair we lost between the bombardment and attempt 
to storm above 80 men killed and 350 wounded, many of 
them mortally ; among these was Captain Yansittart, whose 
death was deplored alike by the fleet and by his country, 
for in him England lost a true seaman, and an able and 
talented officer. The gunboats Cormorant^ Lee, and Plover 
were iiTevocably lost, and the Haughty, Kestrel, and Starling 
were got afloat with the utmost difficulty. It sho\ild be 
mentioned that a party of Erench seamen, under Captain 
Tricault, accompanied the British force in this glorious, 
though unsuccessful affair, and that flag-officer Tatnell, of 
the American navy, testified, as he said, that “ blood was 
thicker than water,” by the generous assistance he person- 
ally afforded in the thickest of the fire, to the wounded 
Britisli admiral and seamen. 

This unlooked-for repulse was not suffered to remain long 
unretrieved, but the details of the successful advance on 
Pekin by the combined British and French armies, under 
Sir Hope Grant and General Montauban, belong rather to 
the domain of military history. After the capture of the 
Taku forts, owing chiefly to the judicious arrangements of Sir 
Bobert Napier, the city of Tientsin surrendered to Admiral 
Hope on the 23rd of August, and on the 24th October, 
1860, a treaty of peace was once more concluded by Lord 
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Elgin,* this time under the walls of Pekin itself. Since that 
date some desultory operations have been undcrtakei^figainst 
Taepings, or rebels, in which British seamen have partici- 
pated under the command of Captain Roderick Dew, and 
other officers, and on one occasion near Ningpoo, in the year 
1862, Admiral Protct, a gallant French officer, was tilled. 

In our great struggle with the Sikhs, a small force of British 
seamen was engaged, and performed good service. This 
was in the second Piinjaub War, of 1848-49, when Captain 
Powell, of the Indian navy, commanded a body of sailors 
of that service at the siege of Mooltan by the British army 
under General Whish. Lieutenant Christopher, a talented 
and highly scientific young officer, died from the effects of a 
wound in the ankle, and the officers and men were highly 
commended for the smart manner in which they worked 
their battery. Captain Powell receiving a C.B.-ship. 

In the year 185G, the Indian Government was involved 
in hostilities with the Shah of Persia, .and an expedition was 
fitted out at Bombay, the naval portion of which was dr.awn 
from the Indian navy.f A fine squadron of steam frigates 
and sailing corvettes was got together, with an immense 
fleet of transports for the conveyance of troops and stores to 
the Persian Gulf. Rear-Admiral Sir Henry Leake, K.H., the 
commander-in-chief of the IndLan navy, assumed command ; 
but after the ^bombardment and cai)ture of Bushire, he was 
recalled to Bombay by the Directors in Leadenhall Street. 
Soonafterhis return, his successor,CommodoreEthersey, I.H., 
and General Stalker, commanding the forces, both com- 


* On the 16th of April, 1860, the Prime Minister, Lord Enssell, 
wrote to Lord Elgin, that (Her Majesty had determined again “ to call 
on him for his valnable services as Ambassador-Extraordinary.” His 
instructions were necessarily vague. He was to act with his old 
colleague, Baron Gros, and to demand — Ist, an apology for the attack 
on the fleet off the Peiho ; 2nd, the ratification and execution of the 
treaty ; and 3rd, the payment of an indemnity to the allies for the 
expenses of the war. 

t Up to the year 1832 this service was known as the Bombay 
Marine, under which title, from before the days of Olive, it faithfully 
and well fulfilled its duties. But little recognition was accorded to it 
by the Home Government, until his late Majesty William IV. gene- 
rously acknowledged its claims to consideration and reward by con- 
stituting it the Indian Navy, and granting its officers commissions, with 
equal rank with their brethren of the royal service. 
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mitted suicide, when the command of the squadron devolved 
upon jQommodore Jenkins, I.N. 

The Aowning achievement of the war was the bombard- 
ment of Mohamrah, a place situated up the Shatt-ul-Arab, 
not far from the confluence of the Tigi-is and Euphrates. 
The Supreme political and military command of the expe- 
ditionary forces was vested in that noble soldier and great 
man, Sir James Outram, whose chief lieutenant at Moliam- 
rah was Brigadier-General Henry Havelock, while the 
Indian navy squadron was led by Captain Bennie, a brave 
seaman and distinguished officer. As Havelock said in a 
letter to his wife : “ Our expedition against this place has 
been entirely successful, but the victory was won by the 
Indian navy ; the troops of my division, which landed in 
tl^e best order, and in the highest spirits, had not a shot to 
fire.” Mohamrah consisted of earthworks of very great 
strength, situated in a commanding position, mounted with 
heavy guns, and defended by 13,000 men, under command 
of the Shahzada, Prince Khunla Mirza. The action was 
hotly contested, but at length the enemy’s guns were silenced. 
Our loss was small, owing chiefly to the precaution taken of 
piling bales of hay round the bulwarks of the ships, the 
protection aflbrdod by which preserved the sailors at the 
guns, and the soldiers from the severe musketry fire of the 
enemy. 

Then followed the successful expedition up the Karoon to 
Ahwaz, in which six gunboats, under Acting-Commodore Ben- 
nie, and 300 men of the G4th and 78th Begiments, engaged 
and put to flight an army of 8,000 Persians. This concluded 
the war, and fortunately terms of peace were negotiated 
before the tiemendous convulsion* known as the Indian 
Mutiny taxed our energies to the utmost, and required the 
presence in India of every British soldier and sailor. Sii 
Henry Leake, who did little in the Persian War, was 
created a Knight Commander of the Bath, and Captains 
Jenkins, Young, and Bennie, of the Indian navy, received 
the decoration of Companion of that order. 

The 50-gun frigate Shannon, Captain William Peel, had 
arrived at Hong Kong with Lord Elgin on board in the 
early part of July, 1857, when news arriving of the out- 
break of the Indian Mutiny, with accounts of the fearful 
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massacres at Meerut and Delhi, Lord Elgin, with sound 
judgment and great forethought, decided to proofed to 
Calcutta, to give Lord Canning, the govern or^-general, 
the benefit of his advice and assistance. Sir Michael 
Seymour immediately consented to allow the Shanno7i, 
as also the Pearlj 21, Captain Sotheby, and SansJ)areU, 
74, Captain Key, to be diverted from his command; 
and tliese ships proceeded to Bengal, carrying reinforce- 
ments of royal artillery, which were so much needed in 
India. 

On his arrival early in August, Captain Key sailed up 
the Hooghly to Calcutta, and landing his marines to garri- 
son Fort William, thereby releasing the regular gamison for 
service up country, afforded the city the protection of the 
guns of his line-of-battle ship. An offer made by tjie 
gallant Peel to form his men into a naval brigade was grate- 
fully accepted by the Governor-general ; and on the 13th 
August he started up the Ganges in a river steamer with 
his crew of 408 seamen and marines, organized into a naval 
brigade, which, for efficiency and discipline, was never sur- 
passed by any regiment of the regular army. A month 
later his first lieutenant, Mr. Vaughan, joined him with 
120 more blue-jackets, raised from the merchantmen in 
harbour, and Captain Sotheby also proceeded up country 
with the erqw of the Pearl, Captain Peel took with him 
the following ship-guns : — 

Six 55 cwt. 8-inch guns (commonly called 68-pounders), 
two 8-inch howitzers, eight 50 cwt. 24-pouiiders, two ship 
field-pieces, and a battery of eight rockets. For the first time 
in the history of war such tremendous pieces of ordnance as 
68-pounders were worked as field-pieces, and the dexterity 
and case with which the gallant tars of the Shannon handled 
them in action during the ensuing operations called forth 
expressions of surprise, coupled with the warmest enco- 
miums, from Sir Colin Campbell, the commander-in-chief, 
who had seen nothing like it in all his vast experience. 
Peel says, in a letter to Admiral Sir Michael Seymour, 
dated Camp Oonao, 23rd February, 1858, — “It is the most 
formidable field artillery the world has seen, for it is a truth 
and not a jest that in battle we are with the skirmishers.” 

For some time the Shannon brigade garrisoned Alla 



GREAT BATTLES OP THE BRITISH NAVY. 


465 


habacl, and before the end of October, a portion with 430 
soldiera was engaged in an action with the rebels, in which 
Colonel 'Powell, of the 53rd, was killed. Upon his death 
Captain Peel assumed command, and completed the rout of 
the mutineers, who lost 300 killed and all their guns and 
ammunition. The British loss was 95 killed and wounded, 
among whom were two naval lieutenants. A few days later 
the naval brigade joined Sir Colin Campbelfs small army, 
and participated in the second relief of Lucknow in November, 
1 857. The naval brigade was engaged at the attack on Dilkoo- 
sha and theMartiniere,and also on the ShahNujeef. The com- 
mander-in-chief, in his official report, says, “Captain Peel 
brought jup his heavy guns with extraordinary gallantry 
within a few yards of the Shah Nujeef, to batter the massive 
stcjne walls ; it was an action almost unexampled in war, 
and Captain Peel behaved very much as if he had been 
laying the Shannon alongside an enemy^s frigate.** On this 
occasion the brigade lost 17 killed and* wounded, among the 
latter being Lieutenant Salmon The incident of the death 
of Mr. Daniel, a young midshipman, who was killed by a 
round shot in the head, forms a feature in Barkers famous 
picture of the meeting before Lucknow, of the three 
'generals. Sir Colin Campbell, Sir James Outram, and Sir 
Henry Havelock. 

Then came the attack on the mess-house on the 17th 
November, which was carried after three hours* cannonade ; 
after this the relief of Lucknow was effected. The sailors 
were again engaged in the battle before Cawnpore, necessi- 
tated by the defeat of General Windham by the rebels. 
Peel’s heavy guns crossed the Ganges on the 29th Novem- 
ber, in company with Sir Colin Campbell, who in hot haste 
pressed forward to repair the disastei\caused by Windham’s 
rash act of attacking the Gwalior mutineers with a limited 
force. Peers guns kept down the fire of the enemy on the 
bridge as the troops crossed over, and on the Gth December, 
at the battle of Cawnpore, the gallant seamen of the 
Sliannon surpassed themselves. The commander-in-chief 
writes, “I must here draw attention to the manner in 
which the heavy 24-pounders were impelled and managed 
by Captain Peel and his gallant sailors. Through the ex- 
traordinary energy and goodwill with which the latter had 
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worked, their guns have been constantly in advance through^ 
out the late operations, from the relief of Lucknow tjil now, 
as if they were light field-pieces, and the service ^’endered 
by them in clearing our front has been incalculable. On 
this occasion there was the sight beheld of 24-pounders 
advancing with the first line of skirmishers.** • 

Except the battle of Kallec Nuddee on the 2nd January, 
1858, in which the sailors were engaged, and distinguished 
themselves by the accuracy of their fire, not much was 
effected after the battle of Cawnpore until in March, 1858, 
Sir Colin Campbell laid siege to Lucknow, at the head of 
a sjfiendid army of 25,000 men. In these well-planned and 
in many respects ably-executed combinations, a prominent 
part was borne by Peels brigade, which numbered at this 
time 430 officers and men in splendid condition.* Opera- 
tions against the capital of Oiide were commenced by the 
capture, on the 2nd March, of the Dilkoosha, and on the 
9tn by the storming of the Martiniere after it had been 
cannonaded by the heavy guns of the Sliamion brigade. 
Thus, step by stop, the city was won ; and by dint of hard 
fighting, on the 19th March the last position of Moosa Bagh 
was can-ied, and Lucknow was again ours. During these 
operations the loss of the naval brigade was only five killed 
and 11 wounded, though among these latter was their 
gallant leader, who, on the 9th March, received a musket- 
ball in the thigh. Captain Peel was recovering from this 
wound when he was attacked by smallpox, of which he 
expired on the 27th March, universally lamented by all 
classes of his countrymen. Before his. death he received the 
almost unique honour, for an officer of his rank, of the red 
ribbon of the Bath. 

Peel's first lieutenant, Mr. Vaughan, who brought the 
Shannon home, and of whose merits his late captain spoke 
in the highest terms, received a C.B.-ship, and was promoted 
to the rank of commander; and Lieutenants Young, 
Wilson, Hay (who subsequently died gloriously in New 
Zealand), S^mon, and Wratislaw, were promoted, as were 
also the surgeon, assistant-paymaster, and Mr. Vemey, mate, 


* Sir Edward Lugard, in whose division they served, reported that 

he had never oommanded finer or better disciplined troops. 
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whose work, “ The Shannov^a Brigade in India,” should be 
read by-gevery one taking an interest in those momentous 
events of ^our Indian history, and the part taken in them by 
the navy. 

Captain Sotheby's Pea/rl brigade likewise rendered good 
scrvic^, and was engaged willi the rebels in ten actions, 
in which its proficiency in gunnery was of the utmost 
service in routing the enemy. The Indian navy sup- 
plied several small naval brigades, which, in some in- 
stances acting as garrisons, were of incalculable service in 
restraining the wavering from disaffection, and taking the 
field in other pjirts, formed valuable auxiliaries to the re- 
gular troops. The small force of 90 men, under Lieutenant 
Lewis, defeated a strong body of Sepoys at Dacca in the 
moat gallant manner: charging the rebel guns, they cut 
down the artillerymen, and then drove the Sepoys out of 
some loopholed barracks, though not without experiencing 
a loss of 19 in killed and wounded. On the west coast of 
India, at Rutnagherry, the sailors of the Indian navy were 
of great assistance to the civil power, and at Bombay their 
presence on shore overawed the disaffected, and restored 
confidence to the wealthy and loyal inhabitants of that 
great city. Two officers of the service* earned the Victoria 
Cross for their gallantly in face of the enemy. 

In 1859, before the final suppression of this great revolt, 
a squadron of the ships of this service was engaged, together 
with the 28th Regiment, in reducing to subjection the half- 
rebel, half-pirate inhabitants of the island of Beyt, and of 
Dwarka, a place on the north-western coast of India. There 
was some rather severe fighting, in which not a few officers 
and men of the 28th, and of the Indian navy, who landed a 
brigade of sailors, were either killed or wounded, though 
eventually the expedition was entirely successful. 

* Mr. Midshipman Mayo (now a clergyman of the Church of Eng- 
land) and Acting-Master Chick, who was afterwards lost at sea, 
together with all hands, in a cyclone in the Bay of Bengal. 


2 H 2 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 

1854-55. 

Jlie War with BuBsia— Operationa of the Navy in the Blaok Sea. 

In June, 1853, the Czar Nicholas commenced hostilities 
against Turkey, by invading the Danubian Principalities, 
to which the Porte replied by a declaration of war. The 
Emperor of Russia counted on only having the “ sick mftn ” 
of Constantinople to deal with, but he reckoned without his 
host, when in the following October the French and Eng- 
lish fleet, under orders from their respective Governments, 
passed the Dardanelles, and anchored in the Golden Horn. 
Then followed the destruction at Sinope of the Turkish 
fleet of four frigates and some smaller vessels, when their 
crews, amounting to 3,000 men, were slaughtered : it was an 
act almost unparalleled among civilized nations, as the option 
to surrender was not even offered by Admiral Nachimoff, 
who attacked with a powerful fleet of six ships of the lino, 
carrying each 120 guns. Upon receiving information of this 
outrage, the allied fleets proceeded to the Black Sea, and on 
the 4th January, 1854, the Bosphorus was passed, and 
Captain Drummond, of the Eetributiony proceeding to Sebas- 
topol, gave notice to the governor of the intention of his 
Government to prevent by force a repetition of such a 
criminal proceeding. Captain Drummond made good use of 
his few hours’ stay at the mouth of the harbour, by taking 
notes of the defences of this stronghold, which he pronounced 
of so formidable a character as to render it impregnable to 
the attack of ships alone. The soundness of this judgment 
was verifled by the result, and during the war which pre- 
sently followed, the fleet could do little more than afford 
a general co-operation with the army, and blockaded the 
port, though this was rendered unnecessary by the Russians 
sinking their own ships at the mouth of the harbour 
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The Czar now recalled his ambassadors from London and 
Paris, an^ on the 28th March, 1854, our Government issued 
a declaration of war against that sovereign, who, it was said, 
never anticipated so decided a step from a nation which he 
considered was too much enamoured with money-making 
ever tef draw the sword unleas to protect its independence. 

On the 9 th April intelligence of the outbreak of hostilities 
readied the Biitish fleet, which lay in Kavarna Bay, on the 
western shore of the Black Sea, in the following force : — 


Gans. 

m 

i^TraJhlgar „ Greville. 

116 Qtieem „ Michell. 

. ( ^ Bear* Admiral Sir Edmund Lyons, G.C.B. 

9f ] i Captain Symonds. 

(. Albion „ Stephen Luahington. 

«« ( Rodney „ C. Graham. 

London „ C. Eden. 

84 Vengeance „ Lord E. Bussell. 

80 Bellerophon „ Lord G. Paulet, 

70 SansPareil „ Sydney C. Bacres. 

CQ f Arethusa „ N. B. Mends. 

^ \ Leander „ G. St. Vincent King. 

g. C Tribune „ Hon. S. Carnegie. 

^ Curag-oa „ Hastings. 

28 Retribution ... „ Hon. T. B. Drummond* 

26 Diamond „ William Peel. 

Oft ( Terrible „ McCleverty. 

^ ^idon „ Goldsmith. 

21 Highflyer „ J. Moore. 

- « ( Furious „ Loring. 

Tiger „ Giffard. 

13 Niger Commander Heath. 


The Agamemnon^ Sans JPareily Tribune^ and Highflyer were 
auxiliary screws, and the Retribution^ Terrible^ Sidon^ and 
Furious paddle steam-frigates. There were in addition the 
paddle steam-sloops Sampson^ Firebrcmd, Fury, Ivflexibh, 
Cyclops, Vesuvius, Triton, Spitfire, and Viper, all of which 
carried a few eight-inch and other heavy guns. 

The French fleet, commanded by Admiral Hamelin, 
who hoisted his flag on board the YiUe de Pa/ris, 120, witli 
M. Bruat, his second in command, in the AfontebeUo, 120, 
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consisted of no fewer than 15 ships of the line and 21 frigates 
and smaller vessels. The Russian commander at/iOdessa, 
General Osten-Sacken, having fired at the Furiodsy which, 
flying a flag cf truce, had brought off the British consul and 
residents, the combined fleets weighed for that port' on the 
17th April, and summoned the governor to make reparation 
for his offence against the laws of war, by the siirrciider 
of all Russian, as well as English and French ships. On 
receipt of a refusal, the steamships stood in on the morning 
of the 22iid, and opened fire upon the batteries : these 
suffered severely, without being able to inflict mucli injury 
in return, as they could not get the range of the steamers 
which kept under weigh, wheeling round in short circles, and 
at 1 p.m. the fort blew up, and the rest of the batteries 
were silenced. The shipping behind the mole was then 
destroyed, as were also the barracks, docks, and a vast 
accumulation of warlike stores. The steamships Sampson^ Cap- 
tain Jones (who commanded the squadron), Terribhy Tiyer, 
Retnhutiony and Furiovs, and three French steamers, assisted 
by the Arethusay Captain Mends, carried out this affair with 
great credit to themselves, and with the loss of only 13 killed 
and wounded in the English squadron. 

The fleet quitted Odessa on the 2Gth April, but a few of 
the smaller vessels were left behind, and one of these, the 
Tiger, unhappily got aground on the 12th May, about four 
miles from Odessa, and, after being exposed to a heavy fire 
from Russian field-guns and small arms, which there were 
no means of returning. Captain Giffard was forced to haul 
down his flag after setting his ship on fire. This gallant 
ofiicer, who Avas suffering from a severe fever, had both his 
legs smashed by a rouild shot, while using every endeavour 
to get his ship afloat, and died soon after. 

On the 28tli April the fleet aiTive.d off Sebastopol, and on 
the following day. Captain Mends, who was sent to recon- 
noitre, made out that the Russian fleet included three three- 
deckei-s, 1 1 ships mounting 84 guns, four frigates carrying 
not less than 54 guns, and six smaller vessels, truly a formi- 
dable fleet, and one with which much might have been done 
by an entei’prising admiral, as it lay in his power to select his 
own time for acting on the offensive. Notwithstanding the 
artifices employed by the allied commanders to induce the 
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enemy to put to sea, lie remained in security in harbour, 
and ati length the fleets of England and France dispersed, 
the ma^ii body returning to Kavarna Bay. Sir Edmund 
Lyons now proceeded to the coasts of Circassia and Georgia, 
and compelled the llussians to abandon Bidoute Kaleh. At 
length, in September, the allied armies were landed in the 
Crimea, the only naval operation preceding the invasion 
being the destruction of some heavy batteries at the Sulina 
mouth of the Danube, by Captain Hyde Parker, with the 
Firebrand and Fury^ in which affair unhappily that gallant 
ofiicer was killed. 

Sir Edmund liyons, assisted by Captain Mends, who had 
been renjoved into his flagship, supeiintended the embarca- 
tion and disembarcatioii of the British army of 27,000 in- 
fantry, 1,000 cavalry, and 60 guns, which were conveyed in 
15l) transports, no less than 412 large ships being employed 
in the transport of the entire forces of the three allied armies, 
forming altogether the largest armada the world had yet seen. 
The disembarcation commenced near Eupatoria on the 14 th 
September, and was concluded by midnight of the 18th, the 
energy and smartness displayed by the seamen of the fleet 
being the admiration of all beholders, including combatants, 
and “ special correspondents.” 

After the victory of the Alma, and on their arrival before 
Sebastopol, the allied gener«als and admirals concerted a plan 
for a general bombardment of the great stronghold. The 
French fleet was to attack the forts on the southern side of 
the harbour, and the English the northern portion, where 
was the tremendous fortress of Fort Constantine, mounting 
104 of the heaviest guns then known; also the Telegraph 
Battery, the 17 guns of which brought a plunging fire to 
bear on the ships ; the Star Foil; (nicknamed by the seamen 
the Wasp), and a strong earthwork mounting 20 pieces of 
ordnance. The 'fleet, anxious for an encounter with the 
Russian navy, had learned, with something like dismay, that 
Prince Menschikoflf had sunk a great portion of the noble 
squadron of shi]DS of the line at the mouth of the harbour ; 
not content with this homage to their invincibility on their 
own element, the announcement of the formation of a naval 
brigade to serve on shore was received with enthusiasm, and 
1,050 seamen were drafted from the fleet, with 50 heavy 
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gims, aad placed under the command of Captain Lushington, 
This brigade was formed directly after the arrival^of the 
fleet before Sebastopol, and it is related that the# seamen 
constructed their own batteries without the aid of engineers, 
and with characteristic smartness were ready to op€»i fire 
before the artillery battering guns had been got into position. 

On the 17th October took place the first great bombard- 
ment of Sebastopol. Next to the French admiral’s ship lay 
the Britannia, and continuing the line, about 1,000 yards 
from the batteries, the Trafalgar, Vengeance, Rodmy, Belle- 
rophon. Queen, and some smaller vessels. Inside this outer 
line Sir Edmund Lyons led his own ship, the Agamemnon, 
followed by the Leand&r, Sans Pa/reil, and Albion, The 
sailing ships were towed into their positions by the steamers 
lashed alongside. The Agamemnon, piloted by the litye 
steamer Circassian, brought up in five fathoms of water 
about 200 yards inside the main line, and opened fire upon 
Fort Constantine at two o’clock. The Russians, not expect- 
ing that an enemy would approach so close as 750 yards, 
had laid their guns for a longer range, and at first the shot 
passed over the Agamemnon, a lucky shell from which 
blew up a powder-magazine in the fort ; but this immunity 
was only temporary, and having got the range of these 
ships, the Russian gunners handled them so roughly, 
that the Albion, Sans Pareil, and London were obliged 
to haul off*. ' Presently the two latter returned, but 
the Albion apparently not being able to do so, Sir Ed- 
mund signalled for some of the outer ships to close up, when 
the Rodney, Queen, Belleroplwn, and Aretlmsa bore down to 
his support. The Queen was set on fire by a shell, and the 
Rodney grounded on a reef, whence she was towed off amid 
a heavy fire, by the gallant exertions of Commander Ky- 
naston, of the Spitfire, who was wounded. The action was 
maintained by these ships until nearly dusk, when the 
Agamemnon quitted her berth, and the remainder followed 
her motions. 

The British fleet lost in this bombardment 44 killed and 
264 wounded, of which number the Albion lost 81, and the 
Agamemnon 29 j the French had nearly 200 hors de combat. 
Many of their ships were also disabled, and two of ours, 
the Albion and Aretlmsa, which latter well preserved the 
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renown of her name, were so much damaged, that Admiml 
Dun<^as sent them to Malta for repairs. ‘ The Russian loss 
was said to be much more severe, among the killed being 
the perpetrator of the massacre of Sinope. 

The naval brigade had taken a prominent part in the 
boiflbardment on the land side, and the destruction of the 
Malakhoft’ tower was entirely due to the battery of heavy 
ship-guns from the Terrible and Eetrihv^iony while Captain 
Peel, of the Diamond (the same ojficer whose career had so 
untimely an end before Lucknow), shared with the artillery 
the honour of silencing the Redan.* 

During the bombardment a conspicuous act of gallantry 
was i)»rformed by a young acting-mate of the Beagle, Mr. 
N. Hewett.* On the 26th October, the day after the battle 
^f Balaclava, he was in charge of a Lancaster gun before 
Sebastopol, when the Russians made a sortie upon Sir de Lacy 
Evans’s division. The enemy were within 300 yards of the 
battery, when Mr. Hewett received an order to spike the gun 
and retreat ; upon which he expressed his disbelief that the 
command had come from Captain Lushington, and, aided by 
his blue-jackets, with some soldiers, proceeded to traverse the 
gun round so as to play upon the enemy. With admirable 
coolness and seainanlike promptitude, the young officer got 
the gun round, when, blowing away the parapet, he opened 
so effective a fire upon the advancing column of Russians 
that they gave way and retreated. It is related that his com- • 
manding officer inquired of the young hero if he had not been 
ordered to spike the gun and retreat, and why he disobeyed 
the order. Mr. Hewett stammered out, “ I did, sir ; but 

I am sorry if ‘‘Well, then, you are promoted,” was 

the rejoinder. The Admiralty gave him his lieutenancy, 
and he received the Victoria Cross. Mr. Hewett again dis - 
tinguished himself at the fierce struggle of inkerman, and 
was soon afterwards appointed to the command of the Beagle. 

Other officers and men of the Naval Brigade received tho 
Victoria Cross for deeds of daring. Great gallantry was 
displayed in the batteries, and at Inkerman, by Captain 
William Peel, who assisted in defending the colours of tho 
Grenadier Guards at that sanguinary combat, and led a 

• Yonge’a “ History of the British Navy.” 

j- Now Captain Hewett, V.C., C.B. 



474 


GREAT BATTLES OF THE BRITISH NAVY. 


ladder partj»at tlie assault on tlie Redan on the 18th June, 
1855, v/hen he was severely wounded; Mr. Midshi^an 
Daniels, of the Diamond^ fought by bis captain’s sloe on 
both those glorious days. Distinction was also earned by 
Dommander Roby and two seamen on the same 18th Jiihe; 
by John Sullivan, in the batteries, on the 10th April, 1856 ; 
by Mr. Shepherd, boatswain ; and by five seamen at Inker- 
man, whose devotion was rewarded by three crosses distri- 
buted to the survivors. 

During the first six days of the bombardment, the Naval 
Brigade lost Lieutenant Greathed, of the Britannia^ and 
1 1 men killed, and Captain Moorsom, of the Fireh'and, five 
officers and GO men wounded. On the occasion of tl#o dis- 
astrous assault on the Redan above referred to, the loss was 
also heavy; out of two parties of GO men each, who were, 
actually engaged, 14 were killed, and 47, including their 
gallant leader, Peel, wounded; indeed only three officers 
escaped unhm*t. At the end of July, Captain Lushington, 
having attained the rank of rear-admiral, returned to Eng- 
land, and was succeeded in command of the brigade by 
Captain Hon. Henry Keppel, in whose hands the prestige 
acquired by our sailors was not likely to suffer. The naval 
batteries took a prominent part in the great bombardment 
of the 7th September, which prepared the way for the 
assault of the following day, and the fall of the great 
. Russuin stronghold. 

The fleet rode safely through the memorable storm of the 
14th November, 1854, the Betrihution and Sa/inpson alone ' 
losing their masts. But the transports, however, suffered 
severely ; some foundered, others went to pieces on the rocks, 
among the number being the magnificent ship Prince^ with 
150 men on board. The total loss exceeded 40 vessels 
and 400 men, with a vast amount of stores ; while our allies, 
the Turks and French, experienced even gx^eater losses, 
among the number being a line-of-battle ship of each nation- 
ality. After this catastrophe, the transports and a portion 
nf the fleet returned to the Bosphorus and Constantinople 
for the winter. At Christmas Admiral Dundas struck his 
flag, owing to ill-health, and was succeeded by Sir Edmund 
Lyons, a man in whom both the fleet and nation placed the 
utmost reliance. 
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During the early portion of 1855, the new 'comm ander- 
in-chief, whose flag was flying on board the Emjal Albert, a 
magiificent three-decker of 130 guns, watched Sebastopol, 
while Captain Hastings, of the Curagoa, lay off Eupatoria, 
wiih a small squadron. The Britannm, Bellerophon, Tra- 
falgar, and Sans Pareil had gone home, and had been re- 
2 )laced by the Hannibal, 91, Captain John Hay (flagshi]^ of 
the second in command, Rear-Admiral Sir Houston Stewart), 
the St, Jean d! Acre, 101, Captain Hon. H. Keppel, Princess 
Roy id, 91, Captain Lord Clarence Paget, and Algiers, 91, 
Caiitain Talbot \ there were now also nearly 30 smaller 
steamers and gunboats. Changes had occurred among the 
commanders. Captains J on es and King had succeeded Captains 
Eden and Graham, in the London and Rodney ; Cai)tains 
jPeel and Hon. J. Drummond had replaced Captains Sfc. 
Vincent King and Carnegie, in the Leander and Tribune ; 
and Captain Mends having accompanied the admiral into 
the Royal Albert, Sir Thomas Pasley succeeded him in the 
Agamemnon, 

During the action between General Liprandi and Omar 
Pasha, on 17th February, Captain Hastings^ squadron 
supi^orted the Turkish generaFs right flank, which rested on 
the shore, by bringing his shijis close in and cannonading 
the Russian batteries within range. 

A week later Captain Gilfard, of the Leonard, with a still 
smaller squadron, routed a body of troops crossing Lake * 
Kouban in boats \ then sailing towards Kcrtch, whither he 
left-rned a convoy of guns and military stores was proceed- 
ing, escorted by 500 Cossacks, he drove the enemy from 
three positions in succession by the superiority of his fire, 
and attacking the train, captured* 10 guns and other stores, 
and burnt a range of barracks and storehouses. In April 
a largo portion of the fleet came out of Kazatch Bay, and 
anchoring in front of Sebastopol, greatly harassed the gar- 
rison by some of the number standing in every night and 
shelling the town. 

An attack upon Kertch, undertaken on the 3rd May, by 
a combined military and naval expedition of the two powers, 
was countermanded the veiy morning after it sailed, owing 
to the receipt of a despatch from his Government by General 
Canrobert, the French commander-in-chief. His successor. 
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General Pelissier, however, decided upon undertaking this 
enteiq^rise, and on the 22nd May an expedition saile^ for 
Xertch, which, from its defences and situation at the exih'eme 
eastern point of the Crimea, close to the straits of the same 
name, was a place of great importance. Tlie force employed 
consisted of six British and three French sail of the liite, 
and 27 British and 20 French frigates and smaller vessels, 
conveying 1 6,000 soldiers and six batteries of artillery. The 
Hussians, however, made no attempt at resistance, but blew 
up their works, as they did also at Yenikale, whither the 
fleet proceeded. Supplies sufficient for 150,000 men for 
four months were destroyed during this expedition, and 
above 100 guns, 12,000 tons of coal, and vast military sitores 
were carried oflf. 

Captain Lyons, of the Mircmda (a son of the commander- , 
in-chief), who had recently arrived from the White Sea, now 
proceeded into the Sea of Azoff, with 13 steam vessels and 
four French ships, and in a few days destroyed lai'ge 
quantities of grain and 250 vessels, besides successfully 
engaging the batteries at Genitchesk. His most brilliant 
exploit was the attack, on the 23rd June, upon Taganrog, a 
strong fortress garrisoned by 3,000 soldiers, and situated on 
the shallow arm of the sea known as the Gulf of Azoff ; 
Gheisk, on the other side of the gulf, was also destroyed, and 
then the squadron returned to the straits, and rejoined the 
» fleet. In these? operations. Commander Cowper Coles and 
Lieutenant Hugh Burgoyne (who both perished in the ill- 
fated Captavri), and Lieutenants McKenzie and Buckley, 
both of the Miranda^ greatly distinguished themselves. 

A few idays after the return of the Miranda before Sebas- 
topol, she was engaged in*a night bombardment, when her 
gallant captain received a severe wound on the log from a 
shell, and though he received every care in the hospital at 
Therapia, to which he was removed, Captain Lyons died 
within a week, to the inexpressible grief of the noble old 
admiral his father, and amid the sympathizing regrets of 
both fleets and armies. Her Majesty, with that kindness 
of heart which has always distinguished her, wrote to the 
admiral a warm and gracious letter of condolence, in which, 
on her own part and on that of the Prince Consort, she 
said, how “ deeply we grieve to think of the heavy affliction 
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into which Sir Edmund Lyons is plunged at this moment, 
and we mourn over the loss of an officer who proved himself 
so worthy of his father, and was .so bright an ornament of 
the service he belonged to.’* 

Commander Sherard Osborn, of the Vesuvius, was a 
worthy successor of the gallant Lyons, and cleared both sides 
of the Gnlf of Azoff, destroying various magazines, and at- 
tacking fortified places and batteries, and even ascending 
the river Uklinka. All this was completed with the loss of 
only a few men, and of the Jasper, which ran aground, and 
had to be abandoned, after her young commander. Lieute- 
nant Hudson, had engaged a strong force of Cossacks and 
riflemen. In these operations Commander Lambert, of the 
Curlew, and Lieutenants Day, in command of the Recruit, 
and Hewettjof the greatly distinguished themselves, as 

did also Lieutenant Commerell, of the Weser, who gained the 
Victoria Cross for his dashing conduct near the river Sivash, 
in destroying a vast quantity of stores in the presence of 
some Cossacks. Commanders Osborn and Lambert were 
posted for their services, and Lieutenant Commerell likewise 
received his promotion. Early in November, Captain Os- 
born destroyed the stores at Vodina, Glofira, and Gheisk, 
notwithstanding the resistance offered by about 4,000 Rus- 
sian troops, and then, as winter was approaching, withdrew 
from the Sea of Azoff. 

After the fall of Sebastopol in September, the allied adj 
mirals concerted a plan for an attack on the Russian ports 
at the mouth of the Dnieper and Bog, and on the 7th Octo- 
ber a large combined expedition sailed for Odessa, from 
thence j^roceeding to Kinburn, a strong caseniated foi*t, 
armed with 70 heavy guns, sui!>ported by two well-made 
earthworks, each mounted with 10 guns. The British con- 
tingent consisted of six sail of the line, nine steam frig.-tes, 
24 steam sloops, gunboats and mortar-vessels, with 
several transports conveying 4,000 troops. Our allies sent 
as their portion of the combined force more soldiers and 
fewer ships. The fleet anchored off Kinburn on the 14th 
October, and after a skilful survey of the bay by Captain 
Spratt, of tlie Spitfire, on the 17th the attack was commenced 
by the English mortar-boats, followed by three French iron 
floating batteries. At the termination of about two hours’ 
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bombardment, the ships of the line, headed by the Royal 
Albert, the stately flagship of the commander-in-chie#, at- 
tacked the forts on the southern side from a distance of Some- 
thing less than 1,200 yards, while the steam frigates, led^by 
the two admirals second in command. Sir Houston Stew^jet 
and Pellion, opened their batteries on the northern face. 
The tremendous fire thus brought to bear proved irresistible, 
and in ten minutes the fort and both the batteries were 
silenced, and the governor surrendered. A vast quantity of 
warlike stores, provisions, and guns was the prize of the 
conquerors. The capture of Kinbum led to the evacuation 
of Oszahov, a fort supported by batteries situated on the 
mainland, opposite the former. Sir Houston Stewart*‘ pro- 
ceeded up the Eog, and having silenced a battery on its 
banks, returned to Kinburn next day. The fleet now sailed 
for its old station at Kazatch Bay, where it anchored on 
2nd November, and thus was successfully completed the last 
naval operation of the Russian War, so far as the Black Sea 
and Crimea were concerned. 



( 479 ) 


CHAPTER XXX. 
1854—1872. 


The Bussian War — Operations of the Navy in the Baltic ; also in the 
White Sea, and at Fetropaulovaki — ^The New Zealand and Abyssinian 
Wars — CozicluBion. 


On the llth March, 1854, Queen Victoria reviewed one of 
the most magnificent fleets that had ever yet been mustered 
under Ihe Union-jack, and received on board her yacht, the 
Fairy, the admiral commanding-in-chief and his captains;, 
fhen amid the cheers of thousands of gallant seamen, the 
thunder of guns, and the martial music of many bands, this 
fleet weighed anchor and proceeded to the Downs, whence, 
before war had been declared between this countiy and 
Bussia, a portion sailed for its destination. That magnifi- 
cent force was the Baltic Fleet, and the commander-in-chief 
was Vice-Admiral Sir Charles Napier, a veteran seaman, 
whose name has been more than once recorded in these pages 
as the hero of gallant exploits, and who crowned his achieve- 
ments in the Gi'eat War by his able conduct of operations 
at Beyrout, Sidoii, and Acre. But Sir Charles Napier was 
now 68 years of age, and the nerve and vigour of mind • 
which characterized him in his prime, when he would 
have shrunk from no enterprise because of its difficulty or 
danger, were as wanting as the activity of body which was 
lessened by advancing years. In the course of a few weeks, 
the remainder of his ships having joined him from England, 
whence they had been despatched as fast as they could be 
equipped. Sir Charles Napier found himself in command of 
a fleet consisting of the following ships : — 


Guns. 

r Vice-Admiral Sir C. Napier. 
131 Dulce of Wellington j Commodore Michael Seymour. 

(, Captain G. Gordon. 

S .r X C Bear. Admiral Corry. 

loaptaia Hutton. 

St. Oeorge „ Eyres. 

Royal George ,, H. Codrington. 


99 

99 
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St. Jean d*Acre .. 

. Captain Hon. H. Xeppel. 


"Princess Rojjal 

9* 

Lord Clarence Pageit 

91^ 

\ James Watt 

99 

G. Elliott. 

} Nile 

99 

Martin. 


^Majestic 

99 

James Hope* 

90 1 

' Coesar 


Bobb. 

1 . Prince Regent 

•9 

Smith. 

84 

Monarch 

99 

Erskine. 

80 

Cressy 

99 

Warren. 

70 1 

\ BoscoAJoen 

' Cumberland 

99 

99 

Glanville. 

G. Seymour. 


Edinburgh 

( Bear- Admiral H. D. Chads* 

* ( Captain Hewlett. 

60 J 

Jlogve 

• 99 

W. Bamssy. 


Blenheim 

■ 99 

Hon. F. Pelham. 


^Ajax 

• 99 

Warden. 

51 ! 

( 

Impirieuse 

• 99 

Watson. 

' Euryalus 

• 99 

G. Bam say. 

46 

Arrogant 

• 99 

Telrerton. 

34 

Amphion 

• 99 

Key. 

33 

Dauntless 

• 99 

Byder. 

18 

Leopard 

r Bear- Admiral Plumridge. 

* ( Captain Giffard. 

17 

( Cruiser 

. Commander Hon. G. Douglas, 

{Archer 

. Captain Heathcote. 

{ 

f FaZoroiw 

• 99 

C. Buckle. 

16 < 

I Odin 

* 99 

F. Scott. 

{ 

L Magnificent 

• 99 

Fisher. 


jjfLuy ,, fufuer. 

g C Desperate „ C. J. D’Eynoourt. 

^ C Conflict „ Camming’. 

f Vulture ,, Glasse. 


Dragon „ Wilcox. 

g j Driver Commander Hon. A. Cochrane. 

Rosamond „ G. Wodehouse. 

Basilisk „ Hon. F. Egerton. 

^Hecla Captain W. H. Hall. 

4 Bulldog . „ W. K. Hall. 

3 Porcupine Lieutenant Jackson. 

The snrvcying ships, Lightning, Captain T. B. Suli^an, and Alban, 
Commander Otter; and the hospital-ship Belleisle, Commander 
Hosken. 

As regards the ships themselves, the fleet was magnifi- 
cent,* but the •personnel was not equally good, for a great 

* Of the above list, the Neptune, 8t George, Prince Regent, Monarch, 
Boscawen, and Cumberland were sailing-ships. All the other line-of- 
battle ships and heavy frigates were auxiliary screws, the remainder 
of the fleet being chiefly paddle-steamers. 
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portion of some of the crews were landsmen, who had never 
before set foot on board ship. However, with such hrst<rate 
officers as Admiral Chads, and Captains Seymour, Keppel, 
Hope, Warden, Key, Yelverton, and a host of others, the 
ra\^ material was rapidly worked up into the British man- 
'osar’s man. 

Sir Charles Napier was in Kioge Bay, when intelligence 
of the declaration of war reached him, and having learnt 
from Admiral Plumridge, that the state of the ice permitted 
an advance on Sveaborg, he left Bear- Admiral Cony be- 
hind with six sailing-ships of the line, and proceeded to 
Hango Head. Here he lay for nearly three weeks, during 
which time some desultory attacks were undertaken by a few 
ships ; that performed by Captain Yelverton, with his own 
•ship and the Hcda, being remarkable for dash, combined 
with seamanlike skilfulness. 

The Arrogant and Hecla advanced to within a mile of 
the town of Ekness, situated up a narrow creek, and after 
silencing an eaiiihwork mounting four guns, and a field 
battery, and disj)ersing some riflemen, Captain Yelverton 
brought back with him a largo merchantman, the whole 
affair having been accomplished with trifling loss. 

In June, Napier was joined at Baro Sound, by a French 
fleet, consisting of — 


Gans. 

90 - 


Gudb. 


Inflexible, flag of Vioe- 
Admir^ Dachosnes. 
Hercule, 

Tago. 

Jemappes, 

Austerlitz (screw). 



Dugucsclin, flag of Bear- 
Admiral Fouaud. 
Breslau, 

Duperre. 

Trident. 


And several frigates and smaller vessels. 


The allied admirals determined to commence operations 
at once, by passing up the Gulf of Finland, and oflering 
battle to the Bussian fleet at Cronstadt. Accordingly they 
took with them 1 2 British and six French ships of the line, 
with several frigates and smaller craft, and on the 24th 
June the whole fleet arrived at Seskar, some 40 miles from 
Cronstadt. On the 26th the fleet again advanced in battle- 
array, formed in three lines, led by admirals N apier, Duchesnes, 
and Chads, and on sighting the Bussian fleet, the signal was 
made to anchor while the position was reconnoitred. The 

2 I 
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enemy was discovered to number 18 sail of the lino, besides 
frigates, but tbe defences of Cronstadt were repoited by the 
officers sent forward to reconnoitre, to bo of a strongtSi and 
character sufficient to render the place impregnable. The 
outside fort mounted nearly 200 guns, while the fleet, winch 
was moored in two lines in a channel so narrow that they 
completely blocked it up, was flanked on either side by 
enormous batteries, mounting above 120 guns ; the western 
and southern sides bristled with some 350 more guns ; and 
finally the northern face could not be approaclifd within 
three miles by the smallest ship in the fleet, owing to the 
shallow w^ater. 

The admirals, seeing that an attack on Cronstadt must 
end in failure, and that the Russian fleet would not come 
out, returned to Faro Sound. ' 

Meanwhile a large number of merchantmen and stores 
were destroyed in the Gulf of Bothnia, though this success 
was counterbalanced by a disaster at Gamla Oarleby, on the 
Finland coast, wiien twenty-three officers and men were 
killed and wounded, two boats* crews of the Vulture and 
Odin being also captured by a large Russian force, after 
a desperate fight, in wliich nearly every man was wounded. 

The allied admirals now resolved on an attack ui)on Bo- 
marsund, the chief stronghold of the Aland Isles. By the 
24th July, the place was completely blockaded,* and before 
‘ the 2nd August, the entire force of 9,000 French soldiers 
had arrived, under command of General Baraguay d’Hil- 
liers, whom the Emperor Napoleon had selected to lead the 
troops. This plan of a land attack had been proposed by 
Napier on the repoi*t of Captain Sulivan, who stated that 
the defences, consisting of four bomb-proof forts mounting in 
the aggregate upAvards of 160 guns, and garrisoned by 2,500 
men, were impregnable from the sea, but that the place 

* Daring the blockade, a singolar aot of oool daring was performed 
by Lieutenant Dythesea, of the Arrogant, who, learning that some 
despatohes of importance were expected at Bomarsund from St. 
Petersburg, landed with, one seaman, and, after lying concealed in the 
wood for two days, attacked four boatmen landing the mail-bags, and 
knocking over two, forced the others to surrender the despatches, 
with which he immediately proceeded to his ship. Lieutenant Bythe- 
sea, as also his companion, received the Victoria Cross, and the former 
is now a post-captain in the navy. 



GREAT BATTLES OF THE BRITISH NAVY. 


483 


must fall if attacked on the landward side. The artillery 
and stores arrived on the 9th August, and then the Bay of 
Bomi!)rsund and the fortifications having been reconnoitred 
by the generals and admirals, the troops were landed at 
thr^e difeirent points, — ^the French to the south-west of the 
pflncipal fort, under the protection of the fire of the Arro- 
gomt's guns, and the British, consisting of Brigadier-General 
Jones’s sappers and about 700 marines and seamen, to the 
nortliward. Both divisions now pushed foi*ward, and the 
Russians retired within their forts, to attack which the boats 
of the fleet landed the artillery, some 32-pounders from the 
English ships, besides ammunition, and necessary stores for 
the construction of batteries. On the 12 th, the Penelope 
grounded on a rock within range of the Great South Fort, 
>but was towed off by the Hecla and Gladiator ^ after sufler- 
ing severely from the Russian guns; and on the followii.g 
morning the French general opened fire with his guns, and 
silenced the West Fort. 

Not to be behindhand with our allies. Captain Ramsay, 
of the Hogue, who commanded the British battery of thrc ) 
32-pounders, supported by a field battery of 12 pounder 
howitzers (boats’ guns), opened fire on the morning of tho 
15th August on the North Fort, at a range of 950 yards. So 
admirable was tlie practice of the sailors, that though the 
fort rej)lied vigorously, and was Jissisted by some guns on 
Presto Island, by tho afternoon of the same day they had • 
made a huge breach, so that the commandant was forced to 
surrender. 

In the meantime the fleet shelled the Great Fort, and 
though it was bomb-proof, the Russian general capitulated 
before the regular approaches, upoil which General Baraguay 
d’Hilliers had resolved, could be commenced ; the fall of 
the Great Fort precii)itated the surrender of the tower 
on Presto Island, which had been exposed to the cross fire 
of Captain Ramsay’s guns, and of the Leopard, Hecla, and 
the French steamer Cocyte, The capture of Bomarsund 
was now elfected, and with but small loss on the part of 
the allies ; early in September the forts were blown up, and 
thus were concluded all active operations for the year 1854. 

Tho British and French engineer ofi&cers. Generals Jones 
and Niel, after reconnoitring Sveaborg, expressed an opinion 
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to Sir Charles Napier, approving of an attack being made 
on that stronghold by the fleet, assisted by a land fcyrce ; 
and though several distinguished naval oificei's coincided 
in these views, the admiral dissented from the feasibilit;^ 
of the plans submitted to him by General Jones, and the 
proposal fell to the ground.* The French fleet returned 
home in September, but before leaving the Baltic, which 
was not evacuated by the whole British fleet until the 
second week in December, Sir Charles Napier proceeded 
in person to reconnoitre Sveaborg, and came to the con- 
clusion formed by Captain Sulivan, a highly scientific 
ofiicer, who had proceeded thither early in July in the 
Lightning^ that the place was only assailable by mortars, 
for a sufficient number of which he had indeed already 
applied to the Admiralty. 

The admiraFs conduct, particularly as regards his want 
of enterprise in not attacking Sveaborg even without 
mortars, was sevex'ely criticised in Parliament and the 
Press, and it was universally felt that, considering the force 
placed at his disposal, the results obtained wore very in- 
adequate. Credit was given him for having brought back the 
fleet almost intact, but this it was considered ought not to 
be a primary consideration with a British admiral. 

During the year now brought to a close, a squadron, consist- 
ing of the Eurydice, 26, Captain Ommanney ; Miranda^ 16, 
Captain E. Lyons (the same gallant officer Avho subsequently 
fell before Sebastopol), and the Brish^ 14, Commander Sey- 
mour, was despatched to attack the Hussiau settlements in 
the White Sea. In the latter part of July, as Captain 
Lyons, with the Miranda and Brisky was returning from 
Archangel — whither he ^liad proceeded only to find an 
attack on its defences impracticable, owing to a bank of 
sand, — ^hc engaged and destroyed some batteries on the 
island of Solovetskoi. A month later the same gallant 
officer greatly distinguished himself by penetrating 30 miles 
up the river Kola to a town of the same name. A ship 
had never before attempted such a feat, but the difficulties 

* In jnstioe to Sir Charles Napier it should be stated that both 
General Barafruay d’Hilliers and Admiral Daoheanes, though extremely 
anxious to effect something before withdrawing from the Baltic, ex- 
pressed their concnnence in the opinion of their English colleague. 



GREAT BATTLES OP THE BRITISH NAVY. 


485 


•that presented themselves only acted as an incentive to 
Oaptain Lyons, and at length, after warping his ship the 
last, two miles of the way, he anchored within 500 yards of 
the "batteries. A refusal being returned to his summons 
to, surrender, the Miranda opened lire next morning, and, 
^fter a hotly-contested artillery duel, silenced the Russian 
guns, and set the town on lire. A party of men was now 
landed and drove the enemy out of the batteries, bringing 
■off the guns and destroying government stores and build- 
ings. The Miranda returned to the mouth of the river on 
the following day, and on her arrival in England proceeded 
to the Black Sea. 

There was one episode in the naval operations during 
•the ^ar with Russia which cannot be regarded with satis- 
faction. We refer to the affair at Petropaulovski, the 
' principal seaport of Kamschatka, where a British squadron, 
owing to the lack of enterprise of the commodore, suffered 
a repulse from an inferior force. In August, 1854, Rear- 
Admiral Price, commanding the Pacific squadron, with the 
President, 50, Captain Burridge ; Pique, 40, Captain Sir F. 
Nicolson, Bart., and Virago, 6 , Commander Marshall, accom- 
panied by the French admiral with the Forte, 60, Eurydice, 
22, and Ohligado, 12, proceeded to Petropaulovski, where 
two Russian ships, the Aurora, 44, and Dwina, 20, had 
taken shelter. The town was defended by several batteries, 
mounting about 40 guns, some of which had been taken out 
of the Aurora, but being mounted en barbette, and a^ 
distant points, they did not offer any formidable obstacle to 
the fire of the powerful allied squadron. The Russian ships 
lay moored behind a long, low spit, on which were erected 
two batteries, one mounting 11 and the other three guns \ on 
the other side of the entrance were two 4 -gun batteries. 

The two admirals having reconnoitred the forts, resolved 
to attack them, but on the 19th August, Admiral Price shot 
himself while in a fit of insanity. The command now devolved 
on Sir F. Nicolson, who, instead of at once commencing 
the attack, for which the squadron was fully prepared, 
delayed till the 31st j on that day he confined himself to 
attacking the 11 -gun battery, with Pique, Presiderd, and 
Forte, at so distant a range that in spite of their vast 
superiority of force, the enemy’s fire was not perceptibly 
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•weakened.* The spirited commander of the Virago, on the 
contrary, engaged and silenced the 3-gun battery, and 
having landed a party of men, spiked tlio gnns. Nothing 
daunted by the disparity of force, the little steamer •then 
stood in and opened lire on the Russian ships. Gapt§,in 
Marshall was, however, soon forced to signal for assistaneg,, 
as the Virago had received a shot between wind and water; 
but Sir F. Nicolson, instead of sending or giving it, went on 
board her and ordered the capttiin to cease firing and 
proceed to tow off the French admirtxl, who had iisked for 
such aid. Later in the day the frigates hauled off, “con- 
tented,” says the historian, “ with having expended a great 
quantity of ammunition and with having done little more.” 

After remaining inactive for three days, the commodore 
and his coadjutor, the French admiral, attacked two other 
batteries, one mounting seven guns, and the other live, while • 
the Virago towed ashore the boats of the squadron, carrying 
700 seamen and marines, under command of Captains 
Burridge, Le Grandii^ro of the Exirydice, and Parker of the 
Maiines, who were ordered to attack a fort on the high 
ground behind the town, regarding which they had received 
information that it formed the key of the position. Tho 
small batteries were soon silenced by the heavy frigates, and 
the Virago protected the disembarkation of the land forco 
by the fire of her guns. A terrible disaster now ensued. 
^No sooner were .the shore p.arty beyond tho protection of 
their guns, thtan a Russian regiment of sharpshooters- 
sprang up out of the brushwood and opened so deadly a 
discharge of musketry within only a few yards* range, that 
the allied force was obliged to fall back, leaving behind 
them 26 killed, including Captain Parker, and many 
prisoners; of the remainder nearly half were wounded. 
The commanders of the combined squadron appeared to 
acquiesce in their defeat, and without making any effort to 
retrieve it, retired to San Francisco. The best comment upon 
this miserable failure may be gathered from the fact that 
the Russian Government ordered the governor of Petro- 
paulovski to destroy the fortifications, which were considered 
incapable of offering any great resistance. 


• Yonge’s “ History of tho Britieh Navy.” 
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This was accordingly done, and all the troops, guns, and 
stores were removed to Do Castries Bay, on the western 
side ‘of the Gulf of Tartary. Here they were followed by 
a squadron under command of Commodore Hon. C. Elliott, 
of the Sybiile, 40, who, though he waited outside the bay 
with the hope that the enemy\s ships would venture out 
and engage him, had not suflicient enterprise to stand in 
and destroy them in their harbour. Soon afterwards the 
Russian ships managed to reach thoAmoor,and at the close 
of the war were brought back to the Baltic, able to boast, in 
the words of the writer before quoted, “ of being the only ships’ 
crews in the entire navy of their country who had defeated 
one Jpritish squadron, and successfully defied another.” 

On the 20th March, 1855, a Hying squadron of six frigates 
,and steam-sloops, under command of Captain Watson of the 
Imperimise^ 51, weighed anchor at Spithcad, and under the 
eye of the Sovereign sailed for the Baltic, the precursor of 
the fleet which followed on the 4th April. The new com- 
mander-in-chief was Rear-Admh'al Hon. R. Dundas, having 
as his second in command Rear-Admiral Michael Seymour, 
and the fleet was constituted as follows : — 

Guns. 

r Bear- Admiral Hod. R. Pandas. 

130 Dulce of Wellington < Commodore Hon. P. Pelham. 

(. Captain Caldwell. 


120 

Royal George ... 

. ... ,, 

II. Codrington. 



C Bear- Admiral M. Sojmi 

90 

Exmouih 

- i Captain W.K. Hall. 

91 

James Walt 


G. Elliott. 

( Orion 

.... „ 

J. Erskine. 

90 < Nile 

'••• }l 

B. Mondja 

(Ca sar 

.... „ 

Bobb. 

84 

Calcutta 



J. Stopford. 


' Colossus 

... „ 

Bobinson. 

80^ 

1 Majestic 

... „ 

James Hope. 

i 

, Cressy 

... „ 

Warren. 


rComwallis 

... ,, 

G. Willesley. 


Blenheim 

... „ 

W. H. HaU. 


Edinburgh 

... „ 

Hewlett. 


Russell 

... ,, 

F. Scott. 

60 J 

Haivke 

... ,, 

£. Ommanney. 


Pembroke 

... ,, 

G. Seymour. 


Hastings 

... „ 

Caffin. 


Hogue 

... ,, 

W. Bamsay. 


JJaa 

... ,, 

Warden. 
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28 


21 


17. 


....... Captain Watson. 

, Euryalus ,, G. Bamsay. 

Arrogant „ Telvorton. 

Amphion „ Key. 

Retribution f 

Captain Fisner. 

^Pylades „ T. D*Eyncourt. 

\ Esic ,, Bircb. 

I Tartar „ Dnnlop. 

^Cossach ,, Fanshawe. 

^Magicicnne „ -N. Vanaittart. 

Falcon Commander Fallen. 

Archer Captain Heathcote. 

Cruiser Commander Hon. G. Douglas. 

^Harrier „ Storey. 


Tlie above were all steamships, with the exception of the 
Calcutta, There also joined the fleet in the Baltic, as fast an 
they could be fitted out, thirteen smaller vessels and more 
than twenty gunboats. The Buhe of Wellingtony having 
lost some spars in a collision at Spithead, Admiral Dundas 
sailed in the Nile^ but returned to bis original flagship on 
her arrival at Kiel, before the end of April. 

Leaving the gunboats and smaller vessels in Faro Sound, 
the admiral proceeded, on the 10th of May, to Nargen, in 
the Gulf of Finland, and, after reconnoitring Revel, which 
he decided not to attack, crossed over to Cronstadt, and, 
embarking on board the surveying-ship Merlin^ commanded 
by Captain Sulivan, made close and repeated reconnaissances 
of that stronghold, in company with Admiral Seymour. 
Though the Russians had reduced the number of their 
line-of-battle ships fitted to take the sea, and had sent 6,000 
seamen to Sebastopol, yet they had so greatly strengthened 
the defences of C^onstadt^by the addition of earthworks and 
other batteries, that the place was unanimously pronounced 
by the British officers and by Admiral Penaud, the French 
commander-in-chief, who had joined with his fleet, as abso- 
lutely impregnable. 

The combine*! fleets remained off Cronstadt a fortnight, 
and stretched across the Gulf of Finland in line of battle, 
in readiness to engage the Russian navy ; but about the 
middle of J une, as the enemy would not venture out of 
their harbours, they fell back to Seskar. 

A serious accident happened to Admiral Seymour while 
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examining, on board his flagship, an infernal machine that 
had been Ashed np by our boats. The torpedo exploded, 
and d^Jirived the admiral of the sight of one of his eyes, and 
injured some of his officers and men. A murderous attack 
was made at Hango Head by a body of Finnish soldiers 
upc-n a boat’s crew of the Coasack^ commanded bv Lieut. 
Geneste, while employed in landing some prisoners under 
the protection of a flag of truce ; six of the party of 
seventeen men were killed, four seriously wounded, and the 
remainder carried off as prisoners. As the admiral could 
receive no satisfaction for this outrage, a squadron, consist- 
ing of the Arroganty Magicienncy and Ruby gunboat, was 
despatched, about the middle of June, on a cruise, in which 
Captain Yelvorton demolished batteries at Rotsinshohn and 
Svartholm, and destroyed the barracks and other public 
buildings at Lovisa, though he was not equally successful 
at Viborg. Anchoring near the island of Stralsund on the 
13th of July, the gallant captain of the Arrogant proceeded 
in the Ruby^ with all the marines, and the boats of the 
squadron fully manned and armed, and, on approaching 
Viborg, was about to attack three gunboats and a steamer, 
when the Ruby was brought up by a submarine staked 
barrier, and at the same time found herself exposed to the 
fire of a masked battery within a range of three hundred and 
fifty yards. Captain Yelverton was obliged to relinquish 
the undertaking, but the affair gave occasion for the per- 
formance of a most gallant act by Lieutenant Dowell, of 
the Marine Artillery, who, in the midst of a shower of 
grape and musketry, jumped into a boat and towed out a 
cutter which had been swamped and was drifting towards 
the enemy’s batteries. Mr. Doviell and a petty officer 
received the Victoria Cross for the coolness and daring 
displayed by them on this occasion. 

In the following month Captain Yelverton was sent on a 
second cruise with a larger squadron, and silenced some 
strong batteries at Fredericksham and Kotka, at the 
mouth of the river Kymenc. Other operations were con- 
ducted to a successful conclusion by Admiral Seymour at 
Harva; on the 8th of August, by Captain Otter, of the Firefly ^ 
At Brandon; and by Captain Key, of the Amphiony who 
engaged some powerful batteries on the island of Sandhamm, 
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to the eastward of Sveaborg, and on the adjacent main- 
land. 

At length the allied admirals resolved to nndeftake an 
attack on Sveaborg itself, and accordingly, on the 7th of 
August, the main body of the fleet, which had beeif lying 
at Nargen, crossed the Gulf of Finland, and anchored about 
two miles and a half from the great fortress. The defences 
of Sveaborg had been greatly strengthened during the winter 
of 1854-55, and formed altogether a truly fomiidable 
obstacle to any fleet. Both the allied admirals were 
present, with six ships of the line, besides frigates and 
paddle-steamers ; but the work of bombarding the Kussian 
stronghold was entrusted to the sixteen English, and five 
French mortars, with an equal number of gunboats, accord- 
ing to the plan originally y)ro[Josed by Captain Sulivan, qjid 
approved by Sir Cliarles Kapier. 

Sveaborg, which lies close to Helsingfors, the capital of 
Finland, is built on five islands ; those commencing from 
the east are called Gustafsvard, Vargon, and West Svarto, 
while in the rear are East Svarto and Lilia Svarto. Gus- 
tafsvard is separated by a narrow channel from the island 
of Bak Holmcn, also armed with heavy batteries, and 
having a large three-decker moored head and stern between 
it and the adjacent island. Neither Bak Holmen nor 
Sandhamm, close to the mainland, was regarded by the 
Bussians as Terming a portion of Sveaborg. The three 
principal islands presented an unbroken series of batteries, 
while the channels were protected either by ships of the lino 
or by sunken vessels and torpedoes. 

Admiral Dundas quitted his flagship for the Merlin^ to 
superintend the arrangements for the bombardment, which 
were, however, practically entrusted to Captain Sulivan, 
who enjoyed the confidence of both the allied commanders. 
Like his brother admiral, M. Penaud also shifted his flag on 
board one of his gunboats. The attack was entrusted to 
the mortar-vessels, which were anchored 3,900 yards from 
the enemy’s batteries, the five French vessels being placed 
in the centre. All the gunboats proceeded ahead of this 
line, with orders to open fire on the enemy’s works with 
their heavy guns, in addition to which each had been 
supplied with a lO-inch mortar. 
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At a quarter before seven on the morning of the 9th of 
^August the mortar-vessels opened fire on Sveaborg, and 
with sictch accuracy had they been placed by Captain 
Sulivan, ^thiit the first four shells which were fired to 
* ascertain the range fell precisely on the prominent buildings 
whiej^ Inid been marked out for their targets, as was at- 
tested by the clouds of smoke which i)resently arose from 
them. 

Under the direction of Cajdain Wemyss, ably seconded 
by Captains Lawrence and Schomberg, of the Marine 
Artillery, the whole of the mortar flocit now oi)ened fii'e, 
and throughout the morning each of tlie ordnance they 
carried, threw, instead of seven (usual number), no less than 
thirty projectiles an hour. Tlie effect produced was most 
marked, and before three liours the principal ranges of 
buildings in the citadel in Vargon were in flames. Tho 
gunboats, under command of Commodore Pelham, with 
Captains G. Kara say, Vaiisittart, Glassc, Stewart, aro 
Commander Preedy of the fljigship, commanding divisions* 
now opened fire, and moving unceasingly in circles rouna 
the reefs and shoals, kept up a tremendous cannonade, 
which the llussians could return with little or no effect^ 
owing to the smallness of the targets they presented. 

Dense clouds of smoke now arose from various quarters, 
and two loud explosions were greeted with cheo*cs by the 
seamen, who redoubled their efforts. At noon a. succession 
of twenty or thirty heavy explosions was heard from the 
back of Gustafsvard, wdiile fragments of buildings were 
hurled into the air, attesting the extent of tho destruction 
wrought. Our allies were equally assiduous in the work on 
hand, and, in addition to the fire from their mortar-vessela 
and gunboats, maintained a wcU-cIirected bombardment 
from a battery of four 0-inch mortars established by them 
on one of the islands near Gustafsvard : this battery, having 
repeatedly set on fire a three-decker moored in the channel 
to the westward, compelled her to move into the open water 
in rear. 

In the meantime Captain Yelverton, having under his 
orders the Arrogant and one or two smaller vessels, dis- 
played his usual dash and skill in an attack upon the island 
of Drumsio, and Captain Wellesley, with the Gomwallis,. 
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Ildstings, and Amphion, engaged and silenced some of th^ 
guns of Sandliainm, and greatly damaged the batteries. 

Before sunset Admiral Diindas ordered the g;inboats 
cease firing on Sveaborg, and at ten o'clock the mortage* 
vessels were also withdrawn; but the attack whs on 
changed in form : the boats of the fleet, araied with r<!bket> . 
were now sent in, under command of Captain Caldwell, and 
all night ko]^t up a harassing fire on the gairison, who 
were not suflered to have any rest or to extinguish in peace 
the fires already raging. At daybreak on the following morn- 
ing some of the mortar-vessels and gunboats reopened their 
fire, and East Svarto, which had hitherto escaped with im- 
punity, was bombarded by one division of English, tand thre- 
Erench mortar-boats, which were moved into position foi 
hundred yards nearer the enemy's works by Captain Suliri 
assisted by Captains Yansittart and Stewart. 

The enemy replied with vigour, but without inflicting any 
injury on the allied fleet, while the dense volumes of smoko 
denoted the oflicacy of the bombardment. As night closed 
in, “ one unbroken sheet of flame spread over the whole 
horizon in front of our fleet, devouring the entire range ( • 
buildings that covered Vargon and Svarto.” The batteries, 
which were bomb-proof, and one or two detached buildingj 
alone escaped the conflagration. At night the rocket-boats 
again took up the fire, and at length, at daybreak on the 
11th August; the enemy's batteries being silenced, the 
admirals decided on discontinuing the action, and, a day or 
two later, the fleet returned to its anchorage at Nargen. 

The ollicers and men of the Baltic fleet, from the com- 
mander-in-chief downwards, had good cause to be satisfied 
with the result of thisibombardment ; for not only were all 
the magazines and public buildings of Sveaborg destroyed, 
but several thousands of the garrison were known to have 
fallen, while the loss of life in the allied fleet had been m?, 
and only some few men had been wounded. 

Early in October the fleet returned to Scskar, but the 
enemy would not venture out of Cronstadt, and as winter com- 
menced in the following month Admiral Dundas sent home 
his gunboats and sailing-vessels, and on the 12th November 
quitted the Gulf of Einhmd for Kiel. In December the 
whole fleet returned to England, and as peace was concludec 
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at Paris in the following spring, tlio Baltic licet was broken 
up, and its deeds became a matter of history. 

In est/mating the value of its services, it should be borne 
ui. mind tliat the liussian navy declined an encounter in the 
r len sea, and though Cronstadt was never attacked — such a 
.ieas«?re would iiicleed have invited defeat, — the Baltic was 
swe])t clear of the Eiissian flag up to within sight of 
St. Petersburg ; Sveaborg was almost destroyed ; and a 
wholesome respect for the might of England was instilled 
into every power bordering on what was little more than a 
Kussian lake. 

Equally meritorious were the achievements of the Black 
Sea fleet.* It is true Sebastopol proved itself impregnable 
j the attack of our wooden Avails, but the Black Sea and 
e^Soa of Azolf became as safe for an l^^nglish merchantman 
as the Thames, and the right of Britannia to the sovereignty 
of thcj seas was luivcr for an instant disputed by the magni- 
licont fleet of ships of the lino sunk by Prince JMenschikolf. 

The war with liussia is the most recent in which this 
country has been engaged Avith a great naval power, but in 
he “ Little Wars ” Avhich form so prominent a feature in the 
nistory of tliese islets, the navy has taken part. 

The rnUi it has Idled has been, it is true, a subordinate 
one to that ])lay(‘d by the sister service, but nevertheless it 
has acted with spirit and conspicuous success. In the series 
of wars in Js'ew Zealand, commencing with the year 1845 
and ending Avith the very recent pacitication of that noble 
dependency of the British croAvn, the seamen of the navy 
have doiK^ excellent service. Many brave hearts that once 
beat under the blue jacket throbbed for the last time in a 
New Zealand “ pah,” and Avhen victory crowned the hard- 
fought day, the loud hurrahs of dur gallant sailors have 
struck a chill to the heart of the Maori brave, Avho, not less 
devoted than his pale-skinned antagonist, has learned to 
recognize in him the representative of a superior race. The 
first Taranaki Avar Avas inaugurated early in 1860, after an 
unbroken peace had prevailed, Avithout either wars or ru- 
mours of wars, since the termination of the operations in 
Cook’s Straits, in 1846.* A truce was patched up on the 21st 


* ** The War in New Zealand,” by William Fox (1866). 
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May, ISGl, but soon after the appointment of Sir Geor]?% 
Browne, tl 10 Waikatos committed the murd(n*s of^the 4tli 
May, 18G3, wliicli were followed up by renewed hf>stilitics. 

In tlio attack on the pah at Ilan^iriri, 1,300 men,^includ-' 
ing 200 sailoi's, were engaged, and the force was accompanied 
by four gunboats. Before a broach had been effecteclT four 
desperate attomjits to assault the pah were made ; but the 
Wfills were 21 feet* high, and the ditch iiino feet broad, and 
there being no lircacli, the troops and sailors were driven 
back, with tlie los-s of 35 kilhid and 85 wounded. On the 
following morning the surviving Maorics, to the number of 
183, surrendtjrcd with their arms. 

TJie next aOair of importance was the attack oil Orakau, 
whencQ^io MaorhiS managed to escape, after causing us a 
loss of To killed and 52 wounded, though the enemy Rlso 
suflcred severely. ]\Iost disastrous of all was the assault on 
the Gate Pah, on the 28th February, 1804, wJien tlio assault- 
ing column of 300 men, — half of whom were seamen and 
marines led by Commander Hay, of tho Harrier^ tho re- 
mainder consisting of the 43rd, — was driven back. Captain 
Hamilton, of the who rushed up with tho reserve of 
tho naval brigade, falling a victim to his gallantry, as did 
also Commander Hay, and more than 40 officers and seamen. 
Our total loss in tliLs hiim*utable business amounted to 27 
killed, nine of whom were officers, and 00 wounded. 

These were 'the chief affidi’s in wliich our seamen were 
engaged, and though they displayed great devotion, there 
can be little doubt that tlie policy of employing regular troops 
and in oii-’o- war’s men against tlie savage JMaorios, was, from 
a military point of view, unsound, and will not soon again 
be repeated. The MaVn-ies miglit, in every instance. Lave 
been starved out of tlieir pahs, which were, moreover, 
generally as.sjiultcd without scaling-ladders or platfoims to 
cross the ditches, and before they had been even breached by 
cannon. 

Yet one more name may bo inscribed on tlie Union-jack 
borne by British soameii, and that is “ Abyssinia.” In that 
glorious — and no less glorious because well-nigh bloodless — 
campaign, our sailors distinguished tlieniselvcs by the cheer- 
fulness and alacrity w ith wdiicli they endured every fatigue. 

At the request of Sii- Bobert Napier, commanding the 
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^peditionaiy army, Commodore Heatli, in supreme com- 
mand of the squadron, detached a naval brigade under 
Commander Followcs, to accompany the army on its marcli 
/to MagUala. At the action at Arogec, which immediately 
prccedeil tlui captui-e of Theodore’s much-vaunted strong- 
hold, and its reduction to a “ blackened rock,” the sailors 
did great execution with their rocket-battery ; while during 
the tedious march through Abyssinia, and the return 
to the s(?a-coast, they earned the encomiums of tlio illus- 
trious Napier for their smartness, obedience, and steady 
discipline. 

Coiiiiiiodore TTeath received the ribbon of the Bath, and 
Cominaiufer FeJlowes was deservedly j)ostcd, wliile tlio 
detachment of sc'amen and marines received the thanks of 
Parliament, as did also the fleet, who zealously performed 
the arduous task of landing and rc-embarking the troops, 
stores, and war mnterid. 

Since tliattiniethc cutlass of the British sailor — for though 
he has had no chance of boarding an enemy’s ship within 
recent years, the weapon may be said to be typical of the 
honest fellow, — h:is not been drawn from its scabbard; 
and tliough we sliould scorn to doubt Iiis ability to use it as 
of yore, wo will express a hoj)0, shared in by every true sea- 
man, begi ailing with llis Iloyal Highness the Duke of 
Edinburgh — who wo hope to see some day Lord High Ad- 
miral, — that it may remain bright and unsullied for many 
years to come. Should it be otherwise, we have no fear for 
the result, and consider as remote indeed the possibility of a 
^‘Battle of Dorking,” — a foreign victory based on the pre- 
sumed efllicemeut of the British navy, a monstrous “ if,” 
surely beyond tlio bounds even of loetical license, for the 
very sullicient reason that the bravo hearts who “guard our 
native shores,” will ever be found true to their motto, 

Ready, — aye, R(iady.” 

Yet must we not too confidently count upon an immunity 
from the decay of national spiiit, for as in all things mun- 
dane there follow iii an inevitable sequence, infancy, prime, 
and decadence, — so our epitaph Fuit'^ wall some day be 
written over the bier of our national greatness. An historian 
has treated of the Rise and Fall of Imperial Romo, so will 

our rough island story ” be told by a writer of a future 
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age who will “ point a moral ” as he traces the causes that 
conduced to our decline. Is it not Hector who, when 
l)arting witli Andromache, thus cx 2 )resses Ifis fore- 
hodings : — 


“ Bat come they must the days decreed by Tates, 

My heart trembles wliilo my tonpfuo relates, 

The days when thou, Imperial Troy, must bend, 

And see thy w'arriors fall, thy glories end.” 

Should a combination of maritime powers, crossing the 
“ silver streak of sea,” make a descent upon our shores witli 
an armada having greater claims to invincibility than that 
foiled in the days of good C^ucen Hess by a Howard of 
Eilingbam and a Eraneis 33rakc, — in that hour of mortal 
peril to our national life, the country will recall th(} alast 
never-to-be-forgotten signal of her mightiest admiral, ‘‘ Eng- 
land expects every man will do lus duty,” and will await a 
similar resi)onse from the devotion of her seamen. At that 
supreme moment, this beloved fatherland of ours, wliich for 
eight centuries lias remained inviolate from the foot of the 
invader, will cheer on her gallant defenders of the United 
Sjfl’viccs, by the memory of a thousand victories and acts of 
heroism wrought by their forefathers on sea and land in’ 
every clime under the sun ; and the arm of her sons will be 
nerved by tlie soul-stirring words of our greatest bard, than 
which nothing can more api)ropriately close this record of 
England’s j)roudest achievements : — 

“ This England never ditf, nor never shall, 

Lie at the proud foot of a conqueror, 

But wlieii it first did help to wound itself. 

Come the three ccmers of the world in arms, 

And wo shall shoeV.' tlicin. Nought shall make us rue. 

If England to itself do rest hut true.” 


THE END. 
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